
MORE INFORMATION ON SUICIDE PROJECT – By Annan Boodram 
 
Hi Cyril: 
 

Thanks for posting the press release. I just want to take this opportunity to give some 
details about what we are about and what we are doing.  
Also please check out our facebook page, The Suicide Epidemic 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/suicideepidemic/?ref=br_tf) for detailed info about 
suicide and related issues in Guyana and our plans. 
 
The Caribbean Voice, a New York incorporated non-profit has established a social 
activism program called ARISE to focus on suicide prevention initially. However, given 
that suicide is inter-connected with alcoholism, domestic and child abuse, teenage 
pregnancy and relationship issues and is catalyzed by a lack of self worth, 
hopelessness, lack of empathetic communication and so on our approach has to 
encompass all there issues and strategies. So we are looking at a five year plan to 
include an ongoing letter writing campaign; annual school contests beginning with essay 
for the 2014/15 school year (the GTU has agreed to collaborate on this) for which we 
will be handing out cash prizes of US$5000; erecting of billboards in every district; 
placement of banners at high traffic areas; use of media via announcements, ads, 
interviews and articles; outreach via community meetings in every village; seminars, 
workshops and focus groups; building response and redress capacity, including training 
of first responders nationwide; establishing a national network of referrals and 
counseling and ongoing research via surveys, questionnaires et al.  
 
Our Board of Directors consists of  myself (NYC based educator and president of The 
Caribbean Voice), Norkah Carter (Indiana mental health worker and secretary/treasurer 
of The Caribbean Voice) , Dr. Peter Ramsaroop (Guyana based social activist and 
entrepreneur), Regan R. Persaud (a NYC based businessman), Dr. Rohan Somar 
(NJ/medical specialist and CEO), Dr. Shamir Ally (North Carolina based academic, 
social activist and entrepreneur), Dr. Faith Harding (Guyana based World Bank 
consultant and political and social activist, active on women and empowerment issues), 
Dr. Vasant Ramkumar (Indiana based entrepreneur and engineering consultant.   
 
Others involved in The Caribbean Voice include, another mental health worker, Devv-
Daniel Ramdass based in England a Guyanese teacher in the Bahamas, Judy Deveiux, 
Pandits Sharma Daneshwar (NY) Anna Addie Odyssey (Philadelphia 
activist), Pandit Amintnarine Rabindradat (NJ), Pastor Kwesi Oginga (MD), Shoba 
Jagnanan (FL activist), Donna Rosee (NY faith based counselor) and a host of others. 
 We are still reaching out to others to also become actively involved. 
 
Additionally we have been reaching out to entities in and out of Guyana to set up 
strategic alliances so we can support each other. Seva for Life, based in Canada has 
already accepted our invitation. They run a secondary school at Bush Lot, WCB and so 
we will work together in the education field and on a value based education concept. As 
I indicated earlier the GTU has also agreed to work with us. The Guyana Cultural 
Association will get back to us, CADVA (domestic violence) has agreed to work as has 
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your group as well as NJASM headed by Pandit Sugrim, The Nirvana Humanitarian 
Foundation, Save Abee Foundation and Magistrate Krishnadat Persaud and his 
counseling center in Springlands, Guyana. We are also talking to a bunch of others. In 
fact this month Nirvana and Save Abee will be in Guyana and both will include anti-
suicide suicide messages  in their lineup of activities; Nirvana ill also e staging a play 
with suicide as a central theme.  
 
Additionally we are also approaching eminent individuals to seek their support and you 
have already pledged support along with Moses Nagamootoo (Lawyer and 
Politician/Guyana) , chutney superstar, Terry Gajraj, calypsonian John Slingshot 
Drepaul, sociologist Dr. Lear Matthews and have a few others. Talk show host 
Lakshmee Singh (NY) and movie producer/star Mahadeo Shivraj (NY) have also agreed 
to collaborate with us. 
 
We have decided that best approach for billboards is to get families to sponsor. We 
already have two pledged for Demerara and a two for Berbice. In the coming months we 
will be approaching other families and in this regards I plan to visit and speak at all 60 
plus mandirs in NYC as well as to attend and speak at various functions. Already I have 
been invited to also speak at other forums and we will be appearing on a TV talk show 
here in NYC. We plan to get the word out and seek support through these kinds of 
approaches. In Guyana Bibi Narine has agreed to do a show on suicide in addition to a 
few on domestic and other forms of violence against women. We hope to eventually 
persuade all media to offer PSAs on these issues.  
We recently sent out a press release to all the media in Guyana (other than four major 
newspapers that have been carrying our letters) and through CaribPR that press 
release went international and reached over 300 media. The Daily News, New York 
City's largest also carried our press release. Lakshmee Singh will also be doing a 
program as will Mark Murray of Capitol News in Guyana. We will be approaching other 
media as well.  We plan additional press releases as well.  
 
At the same time we are setting up a core group in Guyana and thus far have four 
individuals already committed while we're talking to others - Mark Murray (journalist), 
Bibi Ahamad (ministry of foreign affairs), Myrna Bacchus (human resource) and Collis 
Nicholson (teacher). Working with us also is Gobin Harbhajan of Berbice and we're 
talking to others as well. This group will help get groundwork done in Guyana and liaise 
with individuals and entities to ensure our plans are ongoing. We would love to include 
anyone you can recommend as we want this group to reach all the corners of Guyana. 
In this regards starting from September we hope to have a community meeting once a 
month. The first one would be at Bush Lot WCB and the second one probably at Port 
Mourant with the third at Buxton. We're hoping to identify a number of individuals who 
can address these meetings and interact with attendees to provide information, and 
help them to be be able to be better prepared to deal with suicidal persons et al.  
 
Our first visit to Guyana is planned for the summer of 2015 and we hope to have walks 
in every region culminating in rallies and to have a national stakeholders' conference as 
well. We expect to bring down John Harricharran, Guyanese born and one of the world's 



top motivational speakers who literally travels the world on speaking engagements. He 
is offering his services for free (his typical fee is around US$50,000.).  We also have 
number of Diaspora singers who are working with us to create appropriate music that 
can be used for our various activities. In fact Slingshot Drepaul has already offered us 
one of his songs for this purpose and Terry Gajraj will soon be releasing a song 
‘Suicide’ that has also been offered to us. And we would be exploring how culture can 
also be used to advance the fight against suicide and related issues. 
 
As you can see we have a lot of our plate but we also have an impressive reservoir of 
individuals to help achieve our goals. And we are inviting you to join with us as a 
committee member of The Caribbean Voice and with Guyanese online as a media 
partner. 
 
Meanwhile if you know individuals/organizations who/that might be interested in actively 
working with us please point them our way. 
 
Thanks 

Annan Boodram 
The Caribbean Voice 
718-542-4454 
www.caribvoice.org 
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