
• N E W S L E T T E R • 0CT. , 2013
Vol.1 Issue.1

REVIVING OUR TRADITIONS, TEACHING OUR HISTORY, CELEBRATING OUR CULTURE

VICTORIA VILLAGE NEWSLETTER OCTOBER, 2013

T
he Board of Directors of

Friends of Victoria

Village, Diaspora, Inc,

is pleased to announce the

winners of the 2013

Scholarship Awards. 

The winners will each receive

US $250.00 tuition assistance

to facilitate their studies at

institutions of higher learning

in Guyana. 

It  is  hoped that these

promising and ambitious

young Victorians will not only

fulfill their career hopes and

educational advancement but

also maintain their pledge to

give back to the community at

large.

See page 4 

ANNOUNCING

2013 FRIENDS OF VICTORIA
VILLAGE SCHOLARSHIP
WINNERS

AKEETA KINGSTON, 
LOTOYA MARTINS,

JOSHUA VAN BUCKLEY, 
ANIKA McPHERSON

FOVVD TO CELEBRATE 174TH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
PURCHASE OF VICTORIA VILLAGE
AT GRAND AWARDS GALA IN
NEW YORK ON DECEMBER 1:
NOMINATIONS INVITED FOR “OUTSTANDING VICTORIANS”  AWARDS



INCORPORATION
The Certificate of Incorpora-

tion was filed on April 16,

2010. The Organization

adopted bylaws, appointed

directors and officers and

authorized those officers to

do business on its behalf.  

FRIENDS OF VICTORIA VILLAGE, DIASPORA Inc.,
is a Not-for-Profit corporation organized under the laws
of the State of New York. 

The purposes for which the Organization is formed are
exclusively charitable and organized for one or more of
the following purposes: educational, literary or charitable
purposes.

Friends of Victoria Village, Diaspora Inc., a group of
North American based Victorians has as its motto the
redevelopment of Victoria Village, Guyana through
revival of its traditions and culture. 

Friends of Victoria Village Diaspora, Inc. pay homage
to their ancestors, the 83 freed slaves who had the vision
and foresight to pool together their resources to purchase
Victoria Village, a village which became a shining beacon
to other villages in Guyana. They honor them for the rich
legacy and treasure called Victoria Village, which they
have bequeathed to their survivors.

Friends of Victoria Village Diaspora, Inc. believe it is
imperative that Victorians in Guyana and in the Diaspora
know and understand that our foreparents were con-
scious, organized and deliberative agents in the transfor-
mation of themselves and their fortunes.  

OUR MISSION:

• To mobilize and organize the Diaspora on 
a  permanent footing to support institutions
in Guyana and the Diaspora whose work 
is aimed at promoting     
and supporting the well being of people 
of Victorian ancestry.

• Encourage and facilitate discourse among
Victorian descendants in the Diaspora and
seek to also contribute to the improvement of
their lives here in North America while 
providing opportunities for collaboration
with individuals and other groups in the 
development efforts of Victoria Village. 

• To stimulate greater interest in our 
Victorian heritage

• To emphasize our tradition and culture as 
the catalyst for revival and rebirth.

• Act as a link between evolving culture 
and tradition.

• Ensure that tradition and culture are 
included in all development efforts of 
the Village of Victoria.       

2 OUR MISSION
FRIENDS OF VICTORIA VILLAGE DIASPORA
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ABOUT FRIENDS OF VICTORIA VILLAGE DIASPORA, INC.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
• Claire Ann Goring

Chairperson & President
• Michael Charles

Vice Chairperson
• Ivor Thom

Vice President
• Rose October-Edun

Secretary
• Marva Langhorne

Assistant Secretary
• Winston “Jeggae” Hoppie

Treasurer
• Ula Austin

Community Liason

COMMITTEES:
Scholarship Committee

• Michael Charles

• Marva Langhorne

• Milford Lewis  

• Augustus Barry  

Guyana Committee

• Joseph Barlow   • Baby Freeman, 

• Lynton Luke    • Maureen James, 

• Josephine [Joylene] Collins

Events Committees:

(Breakfast Morning, 

Anniversary Event)

Magazine Production,

Awards Anniversary Committee

• Kenrick Limerick 

• Leslie Wegman 

• Joyce Roberts

• Cheryl Ainsworth - Martin

• Hilda Dover 

• Grace Wegman

• Sheranne Wickham

• Paulette Barry

• Dolores Goodridge

• Patrick Younge

• All  FOVVD Board Members

YOU ARE INVITED
TO SEND US 

INFORMATION
ON ANYTHING
HAPPENING IN 
THE VICTORIA

COMMUNITY, BOTH
IN GUYANA AND
THE DIASPORA.

WE ARE 
PARTICULARLY

INTERESTED
IN  INCLUDING

INFORMATION ON
ACHIEVEMENTS 

OF OUR 
YOUNG PEOPLE

Email articles:
friendsofvictoriavil-

lage@gmail.com
Tel: 718 209 5207

VOLUNTEER
AND

INSPIRE 
OUR YOUTH

TO CONTACT US
Email: friendsofvictoriavillage@gmail.com    Tel: 718 209 5207



CONGRATULATIONS

3

by Ula Austin
Pic by Shelton Huntley

Happy Birthday

Doris Luke
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On October 13, 2013 Mrs. Doris Luke celebrated
her ninetieth birthday with family and friends
at a venue in Brooklyn, New York.

Beautifully dressed, accentuated with matching hat,
shoes, and pocket book, she was celebrated by
everyone present. 

Represented by Ula Austin, Michael Charles and
Cheryl Ainsworth, the Friends of Victoria Village
Diaspora organization presented Doris with a beau-
tiful bouquet of flowers and congratulated her on
meeting such a milestone. 

Doris was born on October 13, 1923. She married
Stanley Luke of Victoria Village on the East Coast of
Demerara in South America Guyana. This union
produced ten  children, who love her dearly . Her
eldest son Errol  travelled from Guyana to be with
his mother on this special occasion.

Cheryl Ainsworth Martin recited a poem entitled
“You are excellent” and the invitees sang choruses
and were treated to a wide variety of Guyanese and
American dishes.

Edgar Saul was the Master of Ceremonies. 

Some of the families represented were: The
Ainsworths, the Beatons, the Langhornes, the
Newtons, the Josiahs, the Austins, the Charles,
Sherann Wickham, the Sauls, the Yaps and many

other Victoria families and friends.

by Cheryl Ainsworth-Martin
Pic by Charles Onyeulo

C
ousin Doris as she is fondly called by friends and
neighbours has continued the tradition of her
ancestors as she responded to the needs of those

who sought her help. One such incident occurred when a
woman from Essequibo came to the village seeking assis-
tance because her home and all her possessions had been
burnt to the ground. Without hesitation, cousin Doris
responded by sending a barrel of clothing and other
household things.

In her younger years, she reared poultry and cultivated a
kitchen garden to augment the family’s resources. She
even led a successful business of buying and selling pro-
duce to persons in the Hinterland of Guyana.

There is no doubt in the minds of family and friends
about Doris’s commitment and devotion to God. She
brought up her children in the fear and admonition of
God. Her Christian example has led her eldest son Errol
to become a Pastor in the Brethren church.

At the function, after every speech, cousin Doris raised a
chorus and we all sang lustily. Truly this celebration was
a  fitting one for someone who has given back so much to
society.

Friends of the Victoria Village Diaspora honored her
with a bouquet of flowers presented by Mrs. Ula Austin.
Mr. Michael Charles extended special greetings from the
Board of Friends of Victoria Village  and wished Cousin
Doris a Happy Birthday. We pray that God will continue
to bless her with all that is needed for a long and prosper-
ous life. 

90 YEARS AND COUNTING



T
he Board of  Directors of  Friends of  Victoria

Village, Diaspora, Inc, is pleased to

announce the winners of  the 2013 Scholar-

ship Awards. 

Because we received a significantly higher number

of  applicants as well as the essay portion of  the entries

exceptionally superior, it was considered necessary and

appropriate to increase the number of  awards this

year. AKEETA KINGSTON and LOTOYA MAR-

TIN will each receive US $250.00.JOSHUA VAN-

BUCKLEY and ANIKA McPHERSON will co-share

the third award and will each receive US $125,OO. 

Friends of  Victoria Village Diaspora, Inc, is a Not

For Profit Corporation organized under the laws of

the State of  New York. The purposes for which the

Organization  was formed are exclusively charitable

and organized for one of  the following purposes: edu-

cational, literary or charitable.

Our mission, inter alia, is to ensure that traditions

and culture are included in all development efforts of

the village of  Victoria. We believe that it is imperative

that Victorians in Guyana and the Diaspora know and

understand that our foreparents were conscientious,

organized and deliberative agents in the transforma-

tion of  themselves and their fortunes. We also aim to

emphasize our traditions and culture as the catalyst for

revival and rebirth.

It is hoped that these promising and ambitious

young Victorians will not only fulfill their career hopes

and educational advancement but also maintain their

pledge

to give back to the community at large.

The Board of  Directors wishes to record its sincere

thanks to the following Victorians who comprise the

liaison committee and have worked assiduously to sup-

port the successful execution of  their mandate.

Joseph Barlow, Joylene Collins, Baby Freeman,
Maureen James, Lynton Luke

VICTORIANS SHOW THEIR SUPPORT
OF FOVVD 2013 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS.

Home-based Victorians joined to partner with
Friends of  Victoria Village, Diaspora, Inc, in granting
an award to a close runner-up of  the 2013 Scholarship
competition. As a result of  this generous donation,
another promising Victorian scholar Monique Jack will
receive G $50,000.00.toward her tuition and books in
furthering her education.

We would like to express our sincere thanks and
gratitude for this generous contribution as we extend
our congratulations and best wishes to Monique.                   

Board of  Directors, FOVVD

CONGRATULATIONS TO FRIENDS OF
VICTORIA VILLAGE DIASPORA 2013
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

CREATING PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS THROUGH EDUCATION
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EMPOWERING 
THE YOUTH OF

VICTORIA 
VILLAGE

L-R:
2013 Scholarship

Winners
• Akita Kingston,
• Lotoya Martins,

• Joshua Van
Buckley,
• Anika

McPherson

Bottom:
Runner-up

Monique Jack

AKEETA KINGSTON, LOTOYA MARTINS, JOSHUA VAN BUCKLEY, ANIKA McPHERSON

by Michael Charles
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RUNNER-UP

MONIQUE JACK

TO RECEIVE

AWARD OF

GY$50,000.

DONATED BY

HOMEBASED

VICTORIANS
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Education is the most powerful
weapon you can use to change the
world.
- Nelson Mandela.

My lifelong aspiration is
to be a Civil Litigation
Lawyer

T
he above quote enunciated by
the former South African presi-
dent has attracted many. Among

those that this quote has made an
impact upon is an intelligent and hum-
ble young woman, Akeeta Kingston.

This quote is one of my favorites and I
do believe that this may very well have
been the impetus for my striving with
education throughout the years.

Without further ado, let me first
enlighten you on my academic
achievements. I first attended Victoria
Nursery School and then Northbrook
Nursery from which I graduated and
then began attending Victoria Primary.
Throughout my six years at Victoria
Primary I had been an “A” student and
this was reinforced via the Secondary
School Entrance Examination (SSEE)
of which I emerged the top student
and gained a place at President’s
College.

President’s College itself is a very pres-
tigious institution and don’t think for
one moment that I am being arrogant.
It is just that admission to such a
school where students are highly com-
petitive and assertive has afforded me
with a constant consciousness to be

focused and disciplined. I overcame all
obstacles which included peer pressure
and continued to excel so much so that
at CSEC I was ranked 7th. of sixty nine
students where I gained 7 Grade 1s and
4 Grade 2s.

My lifelong aspiration is to be a Civil
Litigation Lawyer and in order to gain
entry to UG to do the LLB I decide to
complete the CAPE and earn an asso-
ciate Degree in Humanities. This was
made possible by my passing with 3
Grade 1s , 3 Grade 2s and 1Grade 3.
This achievement was in large mea-
sure possible by my adherence to
Nelson Mandela’s Quote as my
mantra. I now await acceptance by UG
to the LLB law programme.

As it relates to how I intend to develop
this cooperative community of
Victoria, I plan on opening a facility
that closely resembles a library. I have
noticed that for some reason or the
other, some youths of Victoria are
neglecting education as against those
that demonstrate much enthusiasm
and of the latter I am very happy.
What however peeves me is the fact
that there is a lack of resources to
enable them to perform to the best of
their ability. The question now arises:
why a library? Well! It was Martin
Luther King that said: If you want an
education, go to the library. It is my
belief that this facility will attract
youths towards education and thus
improve the literacy rate.

Finally, I may add that the law pro-
gramme is not cheap and I am a prod-
uct of a low income family .As such I
will be eternally grateful to be the
recipient of one of this year’s scholar-
ship awards. Be assured it will be go a
far way to realizing my dreams and
helping to make a difference in
Victoria ð

CREATING PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS: CELEBRATING OUR YOUTH

ESSAYS WRITTEN BY FRIENDS 

OF VICTORIA 2013 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

AKEETA 
KINGSTON

18 YEARS OLD

AWAITING 

ACCEPTANCE 

TO  UNIVERSITY

OF GUYANA

LAW PROGRAM
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I would like to attend the
University of Guyana to further
my studies in the area of
Business Management so that I
could accomplish my goal of
becoming an accountant and
later on start my own business.

I would also show the youths
that I could make a difference
in the community by providing
a better water facility, donating
foodstuffs to the needy and
build a youth centre to keep
them gainfully occupied .
I, Lotoya Martins, an energetic and goal
oriented young lady, have just completed
my secondary education at Golden Grove
Secondary School. I was successful with
eight subjects at the CSEC examination
and am from a family consisting of six
members who are very supportive and
cooperative, especially during the time
leading up to my exam. 

I am sixteen years of age, love to read
and render assistance to the less fortu-
nate. I also love to support my parents in
every way I can, but most of all I love the
Lord. 

Because of my attribute of being deter-
mined in every aspect of life, I would like
to attend the University of Guyana to
further my studies in the area of
Business Management so that I could
accomplish my goal of becoming an
accountant and later on start my own
business if I am equipped financially. 

Having obtained a grade four in mathe-

matics I would be rewriting maths in
January 2014 and there after enrolling at
UG .Relative to the other seven subjects
of which I am so proud, I got four grade
twos in English B, Social Studies, Office
Administration, and Principles of
Accounts. A grade three in English A,
grade one in Principles of Business and
grade one in Economics.

By becoming an accountant and opening
my own business, I will also show them
that I can earn enough money to main-
tain myself and family and also help the
community. I would also show the
youths that I could make a difference in
the community by providing a better
water facility, donating foodstuffs to the
needy and build a youth centre to keep
them gainfully occupied .I would also
like to create employment in my busi-
ness for the jobless, so that in the end, I
would be able to touch lives and make
my community a better place in which to
live ð

CREATING PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS: CELEBRATING OUR YOUTH

ESSAYS WRITTEN BY FRIENDS 

OF VICTORIA 2013 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

LOTOYA
MARTIN

16 YEARS OLD

OBTAINED

EIGHT 

SUBJECTS 

AT CSEC

EXAMS.

HOPE TO

ATTEND 

UNIVERSITY

OF GUYANA

TO STUDY

BUSINESS

MANAGEMENT
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When I was about seven or
eight years old I told my parents
that I wanted to be a scientist
and I still have that dream
today. 

I don’ t know as yet what
type of scientist I would like to
be but what I do know is that I
am very enthusiastic about 
science and discovery.

I am also passionate about
making the world a better
place, starting with my house-
hold , the community and the

world at large

My name is Joshua Van Buckley and I
am twelve years old. I am the third of
three siblings and live with my family at
lot 433 A Victoria Village on the East
Coast of Demerara. I attended the
Victoria Nursery School, Enmore
Primary and then Victoria Primary
where I wrote the National Grade Six
Assessment.

My class teacher said I was shy but to
tell the truth I prefer a good book or the
Discovery Channel on television than
playing in the yard and for the past
three years I was selected class prefect
for grades four, five and six.

At the recently concluded NGSA, I
attained 498 marks and was awarded a
place at President’s college. The school
term started on 2nd September and I
am very exited about my new school
and class. I intend to take my studies

seriously and make the most of the
opportunity of being placed at this very
prestigious school.

Should I be awarded the scholarship I
will be motivated to work harder at
school and be a positive role model for
other youths in the village. The receipt
of this award will also assist in the
acquisition of necessary books.

As long as I can remember I always
wondered to know how things worked
and always asking a lot of questions to
find out. When I was about seven or
eight years old I told my parents that I
wanted to be a scientist and I still have
that dream today. I don’t know as yet
what type of scientist I would like to be
but what I do know is that I am very
enthusiastic about science and discov-
ery. I am also passionate about making
the world a better place, starting with
my household , the community and the
world at large ð

CREATING PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS: CELEBRATING OUR YOUTH

ESSAYS WRITTEN BY FRIENDS 

OF VICTORIA 2013 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

JOSHUA VAN
BUCKLEY

12 YEARS OLD

STUDENT 

OF

PRESIDENT’S

COLLEGE
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My future goal is to be an
Environmentalist because I
would like to keep my village
clean and healthy. 

Also I would promote the
positive growth and develop-
ment of Victoria Village by
encouraging the younger
ones to stay focused in their
school work and stay away
from drugs because they can
harm their bodies.

My name is Anika Esther Mc Pherson.
I am 12 years old and I am a Victorian.
I attended St. Margaret’s Primary ,
wrote the National Grade Six
Examination and obtained 498 marks
for which I have been offered a place at
President’s College. I am one of  7 sib-
lings , a Christian and worship at
Melanie Brethren Church.

I am 149 centimeters tall, of fair com-
plexion with big bright eyes and long
hair. My hobbies are reading, singing,
watching television and cooking. Some
of my favourite dishes are pepper pot
and cook up rice.

With respect to my likes and dislikes I
love when children show obedience to
their parents and on the other hand
dislike when parents are treating their
children cruelly. I also dislike bullying
in the school.

My future goal is to be an

Environmentalist because I would like
to keep my village clean and healthy.
Also I would promote the positive
growth and development of Victoria
Village by encouraging the younger
ones to stay focused in their school
work and stay away from drugs
because they can harm their bodies. I
would also like to be able to attract
people in authority to come and repair
the bridges and streets especially
Bacchus Street in my area. I would
also like to see some order restored
thus avoiding the breaking up of the
streets by large sand trucks.

Among other things of interest that I
will work towards is the urgent need
for a market. People have to travel a
mile away to the nearest market to
either buy or market their produce.
Finally, I would like to get fellow vil-
lagers to clear the stagnant drains thus
avoiding the breeding of mosquitoes
and the illnesses they cause.

My ultimate goal is to go to the
University of Guyana after graduating
from President’s College ð

CREATING PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS: CELEBRATING OUR YOUTH

ESSAYS WRITTEN BY FRIENDS 

OF VICTORIA 2013 

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

ANIKA
McPHERSON
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12 YEARS OLD

STUDENT OF

PRESIDENT 

COLLEGE



SPONSORSHIP BY BUSINESSES 
& ORGANIZATIONS:
Create a scholarship of $500. - $1000. yearly
named and attributed to your organization or company.

We'll put your named award into the mix of the scholarships

we offer. You'll get the credit. 

We’ll also create a link from our website www. friendsofvic-

toriavillage.org advertising your company/organization.

Your business will be featured on our website and men-

tioned at our annual Creole Breakfast Morning.

THE BLESSINGS OF SPONSORSHIP
With your financial gift, you'll make a tangible, lasting dif-

ference in the life of a youth of Victoria Village and you'll

also have the opportunity to invest in the development and

future of Victoria Village.

A unique opportunity to sponsor a scholarship for a
youth of Victoria Village and 
change their path in life.
Friends of Victoria Village Diaspora, Inc.is offering the unique opportunity for

you to Sponsor a Scholarship for a qualified youth of Victoria Village.

Every dollar you designate for scholarships will go 100% to a gifted student’s

continued education!

NAMED ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP

You can sponsor a scholarship as a family, 
as an individual, or in the name of a loved one 
who might have passed. 
Your name or the name of your loved one as the donor, will forever be connected with the
individual scholarship winner.  You will receive a photograph and thank you letter directly

from your recipient.

Scholarship sponsorship - $250.00 each year. 

Through Friends of Victoria Diaspora Scholarship Program  you can sponsor a qualified student each
year in the amount of US $250,  to be used exclusively towards the payment of tuition and/or the pur-
chase of books and supplies. 

SPONSOR A SCHOLARSHIP
ONE SCHOLARSHIP

ENDLESS OPPORTUNITES

TAX DEDUCTIBLE:
All donations are 100% tax deductible.    the full
amount of your donation is eligible for a charitable
tax deduction if you pay taxes to the United States. 

You will receive a confirmation of receipt with our
Tax Identification Number within 2 weeks of your
donation. 

Friends of Victoria Village Diaspora, Inc. is recog-
nized as a tax exempt public charitable organiza-
tion under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code

Thank you in advance for your support! For more
information about using your donation as a charita-
ble tax deduction, please contact a tax attorney or
accountant.

INVEST IN THE YOUTH OF VICTORIA VILLAGE. INVEST IN THE FUTURE OF VICTORIA VILLAGE

CREATING PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS: WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT

VICTORIA VILLAGE NEWSLETTER OCTOBER, 2013



CREATING PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS: CELEBRATING OUR YOUTH

MELANIE & MELESSA
Headley

MELANIE graduated Summa Cum Laude with a Bachelors of Arts Degree in English: 
Creative Writing and Political Science, and is currently in her final year at the 
University of Illinois College of Law.

MELESSA graduated with a Bachelors of Science Degree in Biology, and is preparing to 
enter medical school to pursue her interest in Neuro Science. 
Recipients of the Guyana Cultural Association Awards 2013

10

YOUNG VICTORIANS EXCELLING IN 
LEADERSHIP AND EDUCATION

EDUCATIONAL PURSUITS
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Melanie and Mellessa

Headley, twins, are

daughters of Deborah Austin

Assanah, and grand children

of Ula Austin and the late

William Austin. Melanie and

Mellessa are proud Victori-

ans whose formative educa-

tion began at Victoria Nurs-

ery and Victoria Primary,

where they began preparing

for their successful perfor-

mance at their Common

Entrance Examinations. This

enabled them to gain

entrance to Cove and John

Secondary and St Joseph

High Schools, respectively,

where they excelled in acade-

mics, debating, including

representing their school at

Youth Parliament, Science

Fair competitions and did

well at the CXC examina-

tions.

After CXC, they attended the

University of Guyana where

they each received Diplomas

in Social Work. As highly

motivated and outgoing indi-

viduals, Mellessa entered the

work force as an Administra-

tive Assistant at the Institute

of Private Enterprise Devel-

opment (IPED). Melanie did

something different: she

worked in several community

projects before entering for-

mal employment. First, she

volunteered at the Naba-

clis/Victoria Health Center.

Next, Melanie worked with

Mr. Saul as part of his start

up team at GRECO to help

train Victorians who had left

school early. Her final com-

munity service project was to

work with the Methodist

Church Office. Subsequently,

Melanie accepted a position

with the Guyana Small Busi-

ness Association in George-

town. In 2005, Melanie and

Mellessa migrated to the

United States where they

both worked in the public

school system with students

who have autism. 

With their thirst for continu-

ous personal and academic

growth, they proceeded to

improve their qualifications

at Hunter College in New

York where Melanie graduat-

ed Summa Cum Laude with a

Bachelors of Arts Degree in

English: Creative Writing and

Political Science, and is cur-

rently in her final year at the

University of Illinois College

of Law. Mellessa graduated

with a Bachelors of Science

Degree in Biology, and is

preparing to enter medical

school to pursue her interest

in Neuro Science.

A key component of their

success is their faith and trust

in God. The inculcation of

Christian Stewardship in the

life of Melanie and Mellessa

began at an early age through

the Methodist Church in Vic-

toria and is apparent by their

eagerness to function in sev-

eral capacities including Sun-

day School Teachers, Camp

Counselors, Youth Mentors

and Lay Preacher, just to

name a few. These attributes

are indicative of their com-

mitment to the enriching of

their community and the

nurturing of young mindsð

EXCELLING 
IN 

LEADERSHIP
& 

EDUCATION

CREATING PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS: CELEBRATING OUR YOUTH

COMMITTED TO THE ENRICHING OF THE
COMMUNITY AND THE NURTURING OF
YOUNG MINDS 11
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MELANIE & MELESSA
HEADLEY  PURSUING

AN EDUCATION IN LAW
AND NEURO SCIENCE



12 VOLUNTEER TO MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE IN VICTORIA
DONATIONS:
With your generous donations we plan to raise and gen-
erate income to support and provide scholarships for
qualified students each year, continue the sewing classes,
complete the library and provide needed equipment for
the two nursery schools: Northbrook Nursery and
Victoria Nursery, at Victoria.

By giving your unwavering commitment to educating
and empowering the youth of Victoria Village, this will
help create pathways to success for our  youth.

INSPIRING HOPE:
Assist us in inspiring greater hope in the youth of
Victoria by supporting our various programs. Help us in
our fight to empower the youth of Victoria to become
competitive in the local job market. Whatever help we
can give them will enable them the opportunity to develop
into better citizens and participate in the growth and
progress of Victoria.

FOVVD appreciates your financial contributions.

SPONSOR A SCHOLARSHIP FOR 
A QUALIFIED VICTORIA STUDENT
Education is the key to success. Resources are scarce,
limited, or unaffordable to many Victoria families.
Through Friends of Victoria Diaspora Scholarship
Program  you can sponsor a qualified student each year
in the amount of US $250,  to be used exclusively
towards the payment of tuition and/or the purchase of
books and supplies. As our organization grows,we hope
to provide more resources and scholarships to more
deserving student at Victoria.

TAX BENEFITS
All donations are 100% tax deductible.    the full amount
of your donation is eligible for a charitable tax deduction
if you pay taxes to the United States. 

You will receive a confirmation of receipt with our Tax
Identification Number within 2 weeks of your donation. 

Friends of Victoria Village Diaspora, Inc. is recognized
as a tax exempt public charitable organization under
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code

Thank you in advance for your support! For more infor-
mation about using your donation as a charitable tax
deduction, please contact a tax attorney or accountant.

PURCHASE A “ PROUD VICTORIAN”
T-SHIRT OR TOTE BAG
Our t-shirts are part of a dynamic line inspired and

designed by Claire Goring for Friends of Victoria

Village Diaspora, Inc. 

When you purchase one of our “Proud Victorian”

designs,  funds will go towards providing materials

for our Adopt a School Program, where we will

provide materials needed by the Northbrook

Nursery School and the Victoria Nursery School.

Join the movement by buying a “Proud Victorian”

t-shirts.

Donation: $20.00 - (Male & Female)

CREATING PATHWAYS TO SUCCESS AT VICTORIA
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You are a proud Victorian and rightly so because of our 

rich heritage, glorious past and the wonderful people who have left an indelible

impression upon you during your childhood and adolescent years and, maybe

even into adulthood. In your quiet moments, your memories take you right back

to those halcyon days as you reflect on life in Victoria and you remember a par-

ticular incident or story that you feel should be shared with others.  

Here is your opportunity to express the creative genius that lies within. Friends

of Victoria Village Diaspora, Inc, celebrates the 174th anniversary of the pur-

chase of Victoria Village with a souvenir edition of The New Victoria Magazine.

You are invited to submit anecdotes, stories, poems or rare photographs for pub-

lication in this special edition. We reserve the right to accept, edit or decline any

submissions.

All submissions must be typed into a Word document and sent by e-mail to:

friendsofvictoriavillage@gmail.com no later than Friday, November 15, 2013

Michael Charles - 646 875 1269

“Victoria Heritage”
174TH ANNIVERSARY 
EDITION

ADVERTISE IN OUR 174TH ANNIVERSARY MAGAZINE

Claire Goring - Winston “ Jeggae”  Hoppie

718 209 5207 718 812 7736

VICTORIA VILLAGE NEWSLETTER OCTOBER, 2013

RELEASE 
THE 
GENIUS 
IN YOU
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VICTORIANS SUPPORTING VICTORIA
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15FRIENDS OF VICTORIA VILLAGE 
DIASPORA INC.

Anniversary
CELEBRATION

OF THE PURCHASE OF 
VICTORIA VILLAGE BY OUR ANCESTORS

174th
Join us in Celebrating the

174th Anniversary
of the purchase of Victoria Village by our ancestors, at the 2013Awards Dinner Gala

Sunday, December 1, 2013 - 5.00 - 11.00 p.m.

St. Stephen’ s Church Auditorium - 2806 Newkirk Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11226

Honoring “Outstanding Victorians”
for their years of service & dedication to Victoria Village

DRESS TO IMPRESS  - $35.00 per person

TICKETS AVAILABLE
• Ula Austin-347 884 5163   •Claire Ann Goring - 718 209 5207 • Winston “Jeggae” Hoppie - 718 812 7736 

• Michael Charles - 646 875 1269     • Marva Langhorne  - 917 470 8951  •Rose October-Edun - 718 755 4956   

• Milford Lewis - 917 679 9031  • Agustus Barry - 718 755 3949  • Kenrick Limerick - 917 921 8450  

• Leslie Wegman - 718 434 1595   • Joyce Roberts - 347 406 6139   • Cheryl Ainsworth - 347 240 7672    

• Patrick Younge - 646 812 5719     • Hilda Dover - 718 776 0134  • Grace Wegman - 718 413 3066      

Y
ou

 A


 I
n
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CALL FOR
NOMINATIONS 

NOVEMBER 15
DEADLINE FOR
NOMINATIONS

VICTORIANS
TO BE 

HONORED
AT 174TH

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS
IN NEW YORK
THE FRIENDS OF 

VICTORIA VILLAGE
DIASPORA 
"Outstanding

Victorians Awards"
2013 

We celebrate people
who are rolling up
their sleeves, taking 
initiative, and solving
problems in and for
the Victoria Village

community.

174TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PURCHASE OF VICTORIA VILLAGE

CRITERIA FOR SELECTION:
The Friends of Victoria Village Diaspora "Outstanding Victori-
ans" Awards recognize individuals (alive or deceased) and organi-
zations whose leadership has made significant impact on the vil-
lage of Victoria, demonstrated by outstanding initiative, impact of
work, and inspiration of others. 

With each award, The Friends of Victoria Village Diaspora publicly
affirms present achievements, seek to encourage further work on
the part of the recipients, and hope to motivate others to follow
their lead in service to Victoria Village.

This Award will be offered annually to Victorians worldwide, who
have made and continue to make outstanding contributions
towards a better Victoria Village, Guyana and the world at large.

ELIGIBILITY, SELECTION & NOMINATION  

PROCESS: SELECTION:

A panel evaluates each nomination submitted for the most com-
pelling candidates and selects the awardees. The finalists represent
exemplary models in their accomplishments in Victoria and
Guyana’s development.

ELIGIBILITY:
Individual Victorians (alive or deceased) and Organizations in Vic-
toria and the Diaspora may be nominated. Individuals from all
sectors – churches, youth organizations, non-profit organizations,
businesses – are eligible for these awards. Nominations for emerg-
ing and innovative leadership are encouraged as well as for long-
standing accomplishments.

NOMINATION FORM: For 2013 Selection

To nominate someone for an award, please complete and submit
the form on page 17 along with a description not to exceed one
type-written page. You must also provide a photograph of your
nominee.

Please address the following topic areas in your nomination:

• Duration (sustained commitment on behalf of Victoria Village)

• Scope and impact of work or personal efforts

• Degree of difficulty and obstacles encountered

• Imagination and innovation

16
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NOMINATION FORM: “OUTSTANDING VICTORIANS AWARDS”

“Outstanding Victorian Awards” 2013
NOMINATION FORM
Deadline November 15, 2013 

NOMINATOR’S NAME (Your Name)......................................................................................

YOUR ADDRESS: .................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

TEL. NO. .................................................... EMAIL: ..............................................................

NOMINEE’S NAME ...............................................................................................................

ADDRESS: ............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................................................................

TEL. NO. .................................................... EMAIL: ..............................................................

SHORT BIO OF NOMINEE: (Do not exceed 100 words) Use an additional sheet if necessary

You must also provide a photograph of your nominee for your nomination to be considered.

MAIL TO: Friends of Victoria Village Diaspora Inc - 1368 E89 Street, Brooklyn, NY 11236
Email:      Tel: 718 209 5207
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Norma Craigwell,

pensioner –

‘There is no kind of

activities. Long ago they

had YSM and clubs and

games and a park for the

young people. I find the

village quite alright but

there is the little petty

thieving. We really don’t

have that much prevalent. I really think they can

do more for this village given its history.’

Kadien Elliot, student – ‘I really want a library

to educate more young

people because after

school you would see the

young people playing

marble and so on. I want

a library so that it can

keep them after school

and they can come and

do their homework and

get tutoring and so on.’

Maylene Alexander, housewife – ‘We need a

lot of help. There are a lot of single parents in the

community who can use the help. We need to

come

together

and clean

our

drains

and such

in this

commu-

nity. The

place needs a lot of cleaning.’

Lennox Josiah, farmer – ‘The

community need a lot of develop-

ment.

We

need a

farm-

to-

mar-

ket

road

where

you can go straight to

the market instead of having to catch public trans-

portation. We now have a Water Users Association

and since they take over we get an improvement in

the drainage. They clean the drains every month.’

Marcey Whitney, housewife – ‘ There is need

for help to do something

about employment in

the village. There are a

lot of boys going about

and getting themselves

in problems. Jobs are

needed for the children

who finish school.’

William Frank, self

employed – ‘ There is a

community centre here

for the young people but

it needs a lot of work.

There is also plenty

unemployment in the

village. A nice little trade

for young people is need-

ed.’

ISSUES
AFFECTING
VICTORIANS

IN THIS TIFFNY RHODIUS ARTICLE 

PUBLISHED IN THE STABROEK NEWS IN

MARCH OF 2011, VICTORIANS 

TALKED ABOUT 

MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE

IN 
VICTORIA

THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE
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HOW FRIENDS OF VICTORIA VILLAGE 
DIASPORA IS ATTEMPTING TO ADDRESS

SOME OF THESE  PROBLEMS
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VOLUNTEER AND INSPIRE OUR YOUTH : WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT

THE FRIENDS OF VICTORIA DIASPORA
THE LIBRARY

NORTH WING OF 
THE WILBERFORCE CHURCH
Friends of Victoria Village Diaspora Inc. would like to
thank the clergy and board of the Wilberforce Church
for providing the space for the Library.

FOVVD is in the process of putting the Library together.
Shelves have been constructed and the room painted. 

FOVVD Guyana representative Joe Barlow has solicited
the assistance of Bro. Basil Charles, head Lay Minister of
Wilberforce Church to run the Library.

Thank you to the many Victorians and friends who
contributed books for the library and with the generous
assistance of Mr. Vincent Prince of Prince Shipping in
Brooklyn, New York, the books were shipped to Guyana.

Needed: A table, chairs

Training: Librarian Ms Annie Charles has agreed to
train volunteers to run the library.

Update on administration of Library:
Bro. Basil Charles at the moment is experincing  health
challenges. Victorians willing to assist should contact
Mr. Joe Barlow.

SEWING CLASSES 

VICTORIA CRAFT CENTER 
(Victoria Community Center)

2 Singer sewing machines were
purchased from– 

Singer Sewing Machine  Co. in Georgetown by FOVVD
- Machine #1409C3 -  $32,850.00 each (with 1 year war-
ranty.)  They stock the parts and have a repair service
department. 
An  honorarium for Instructor  was also donated by
FOVVD for this project. 
During the 2012 July/August holidays.
Ms. Carmen Nurse Crawford, Victorian; conducted the
classes in 2012. Due to the damages to the roof and lack
of security at the Center, our last class was April 19th.

EMPLOYMENT
2 ladies from the 2012 Sewing Class  gained employ-
ment at the garment factory owned by Ms Janet Green
at Haslington.

PATTERNS NEEDED

Donations of Lutterloh patternmaker and kids patterns

requested. 

HOW YOU CAN JOIN

FRIENDS OF VICTORIA 

VILLAGE DIASPORA TO

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

CONTACT:
Joseph Barlow - Tel No. 256- 0501   
Email Add.mojoejoe42@yahoo.com
Ivor Thom - Tel. 695 6049
Baby Freeman - Tel No. 625 -5312    
Lynton Luke -  Tel No  609 -5495
Maureen James -  Tel No  256- 0326 
Josephine [Joylene] Collins Tel No 256-  0371  

Sewing Class Students receiving their
FOVVD Certificates of   Completion

Items made by students of the 
SoSheSews Classes

VICTORIA VILLAGE NEWSLETTER OCTOBER, 2013
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE VICTORIA COMMUNITY 

TRANSITION TO THE ANCESTORS

Celebrating the Life of

CLEMENT E. ADAMS
Our brother Clement Adams
made his transition to the ances-
tors on Sunday, October 13,
2013.

Friends of Victoria Village
Diaspora, Inc. extend our sym-
pathy to the family. 

A large number of Victorians
attended the Wake Service in
Brooklyn, New York, to celebrate
his life and to pay their
respects to the family.

Clement Emerson Adams was born

on February 11, 1939 in VeeVay,

Mahaica, Guyana. He attaended

Victoria Roman Catholic School and

BV Government School and later

Tutorial HS.

Known as “Sparrow” Clement was

a caregiver who was proud to take

care of his parents in their final

days and made very effort to be

there for his family. 

His true love was cricket, but he

also appreciated boxing and track

and field.

The only thing he may have

enjoyed more was sharing his

views on Guyana politics - he con-

sidered himself an authority on the

subject.

Clement leaves behind numerous

family members and friends who

will forever treasure the time they

shared with him. They include his

children from his first marriage:

Faith, Brian, Natalie and Fiona,

along with their mother Lileth; his

son Quincy and mother Annette;

siblings Sydney, Lynette and

Doreen; sons-in-law Horace and

Whit; grandchildren Sherwin,

Gabriel, Zavion, Thomas, Lucas,

Casey and Paityn; great grandchild

Tristan, several nieces, cousins, in-

laws and other close family mem-

bers. ALso left to cherish his memo-

ry are Joyce Jones, Joe  Barlow,

Edwin Grant, Brentnol John, Norman

Nelson, Lebert Sancho as well as the

Agedas, Barry-Austin, Thompsons,

DeSouzas and Lukes.

HEALTH CHALLENGES
PLEASE KEEP THEM IN Y OUR

PRAYERS:

Bro. Basil Charles
Please keep Bro. Basil Charles  in
your prayers as he recovers from

health challenges. 

Doreen Butcher
Friends of Victoria Village would
like to extend best wishes to Doreen
Butcher as she recovers from
surgery.  Our prayers are with you
and we pray for your full revovery
and for good health in the future.

NEWS FROM VICTORIA 
AND VICTORIANS IN THE DIASPORA

SEND US 
YOUR 

INFORMATION
Someone you know 

is ill and need our
prayers, 

a Victorian has made  
his/her transition 
to the ancestors,

your child received 
an award, 

your church has 
an event coming up?

Email information to 
friendsofvictoriavillage@gmail

.com
and it will be published 
here in our community

news.

Mailing List
If you want to receive

information from Friends
of Victoria Villgae, send

us at email at
friendsofvictoriavillage@gmail

.com

TEL:
718 209 5207

Check our website:
www.friendsofvictoriavillage.o

rg

Follow us on Facebook
Friends of Victoria Village
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