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“These two dominant influences should not be allowed to overwhelm our identity
or diminish its complexity” (from editorial mentioned below)

A recent Sunday Stabroek News editorial posed the question, “Who are we?” and
directed attention to a contemporary ripple in the peopling of Guyana---the new
immigrants from Brazil and China.   The editorial also insinuated some of the so-
cietal anxieties associated with this contemporary development.  For more than
5,000 years, the contemporary nation has had close and intimate relations with
the churn of the pushes and pulls of the human migration drama.   

Each wave of immigrants to Guyana has generated social and cultural anxiety
among several sectors in of the receiving society.  It is out of these anxieties emerge
the narratives that create and nourish mythologies and negative stereotypes.
These take on a life of “truth” with the capacity to influence policy making and
civic participation---governance.

One can identify particular virulence in the mythologies and negative stereotypes
constructed during periods when the economic conditions are dire, the political
environment is “heated” and social and cultural life is stunted.  Robert Moore’s
“Colonial Images of Blacks and Indians in Nineteenth Century Guyana” illus-
trates this dynamic in British Guiana during the pivotal mid-19th century era
when the peoples of enslavement and indentureship encountered each other in
large scale for the first time in the Guyana space. 

Similarly, the drama of human migration has seen waves of migration out of
Guyana.  At the end of the 20th century, Guyana had a diaspora approaching 1
million and located around the world with concentrations in London, Toronto,
New York, Atlanta, Washington, D.C, the across the Caribbean. 

OR...”IMAGINING GUYANA BEYOND INDIAN AND AFRICAN POLITICS OF RACE”
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OR...”IMAGINING GUYANA BEYOND INDIAN AND AFRICAN POLITICS OF RACE”

“Referring to contemporary Guyanese media content and its perceived impact
on Guyanese identity, the editorial noted:  “Ours conspicuously lack these ad-
vantages [of organization and funding as compared to the “well oiled” global
media industries] but have, perhaps, greater cultural integrity and should be
nurtured and refined so that they can compete meaningfully with the imports.”
Recent developments in mass media education at UG and the increasing confi-
dence of a Guyanese creatives at home and in the diaspora offers opportunities.

It is against this background and inspired by our 2013 theme “Sacrifices, Hope,
Togetherness” that the 2013 symposium is being convened.

The 2013 symposium is dedicated to launching a community-based response to
the questions:

“Who are we?”
“How should we live together?”
And

“What can we become?”
The Guyana Cultural Association of New York, Inc. welcomes your participation
in this first part of a tripartite discourse starting in 2013 and leading up to an in-
ternational symposium in 2016. In intervening years participants will analyze
and concretize related paradigm shifts and necessary accommodations.

Symposium 2013, under the general theme of Sacrifice, Hope and Togetherness
will take place on Saturday, October 26, 2013 at Empire State College/State Uni-
versity of New York, 177 Flatbush Avenue Brooklyn, NY 

To submit a proposal contact 
Dr. Vibert Cambridge, cambridg@ohio.edu on or before October 5.

You may also contact 
Dr. Juliet Emanuel @jemanuel@bmcc.cuny.edu on or before the same date.

The telephone number for the GCA Secretariat is 718 209 5207.


