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The sky was never the limit for Dr. Persis Oneeka Yasmin Williams… just a convenient starting point 

from which she sought to attain higher heights. As a child, she always strove to do better, which, of 

course, made her a doughty competitor. She lives in Newton, MA, with husband Dr. Charles Leon 

Anderson, Jr., a Neonatologist, hospital management specialist and corporate executive, and their 6-

year-old son Mark.  She has just produced her first children's book "Dr. Dee Dee Dynamo's Mission to 

Pluto", published in the United States. 

Oneeka was born intensely motivated and it was clear from very early that her destiny was being a 

medical doctor. As a small child, she somehow considered death an intrusion, and would cry during such 

announcements on the radio, necessitating her parents to turn the set off. 

Born at the Georgetown Hospital in Guyana, South America, with twin brother Hubert Jr., Oneeka’s 

remarkable memory was first evidenced at the St. Gabriel’s Kindergarten School. She was just a tot 

when then Georgetown Mayor Claude Merriman gave the feature address at the school’s Speech Day. 

She sat there, took it in, and afterwards recited the whole speech. 

Having excelled at the Common Entrance Examination, St. Rose’s High School, was her preference, as 

she was fascinated with the grace, knowledge, teaching and interpersonal skills of the Roman Catholic 

Headmistress, Sister Hazel Campayne. 

Oneeka relocated with parents and two brothers to Barbados just as she was about to enter the Second 

Form. She was admitted to the Foundation Girls School. She continued to excel in all spheres. 

She made history at Foundation. She was determined that she wished to become a physician but the 

Girls School curriculum did not include physics, which was essential for a student medicine-bound. She 

thus became the first ever girl to be admitted to the upper school of Foundation Boys School. She and 

her brother also made history as the first twin Head Girl and Head Boy of the school. They topped the 

country at their GCE examinations and proceeded to Harrison’s College to prepare for the “A” level 

examinations. 

From Barbados, she proceeded to John’s Hopkins where, again, she was said to have made history by 

becoming the first Black woman to have earned a degree in biophysics in the long history of that great 

institution. 

From Hopkins, to Harvard Medical School, earning both the Medical Doctor and a Masters in Public 

Health degrees, then to the Massachusetts General Hospital and The Lahey Clinic, among the world’s 

highest-regarded training institutions in urologic surgery. She conducts a very busy practice at St 

Elizabeth Medical Center in Boston, MA and is an Assistant Clinical Professor of Urology at Tufts 

University School of Medicine. Her peers now rate her among the top urologic surgeons in the United 

States and her patients speak of her compassion and skill. 



But still, her involvement is not limited to academics organizations and medicine. She is passionate 

about community health and community service. She is a frequent speaker about Prostate Cancer and 

Cardiovascular Health, an organizer of community health fairs and screenings, and is Co-Chairperson of 

the Health Ministry of the historic Myrtle Baptist Church in Newton, Massachusetts. She has leadership 

roles in the local chapters of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, the Links Inc, and Jack and Jill of America. She 

has been committed to serving and advising young girls for many years through the Science Club for 

Girls, the sorority and the church and has most recently been part of the leadership team of the Boston 

Links that has established and is executing a Health and Wellness programme for an inner city 

elementary school that garnered the group an invitation to the White House in September 2012. 

It seems as if Oneeka has been writing forever: every family event produces a poem; but it would be 

best to hear from her speak this passion for writing, as she tells it in the promotion of her wonderfully 

engaging new book: Dr Dee Dee Dynamo’s Mission to Pluto. 

Indeed, she is my Dr. Dee Dee Dynamo! When I suffered a massive heart attack in Barbados in July 2008, 

and lay in the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Barbados experiencing worsening heart failure, it was she that 

swooped down to Barbados. With the support of family and friends, she chartered a Leer jet and with 

the assistance of a nurse and respiratory technician, whisked me back to Boston for care in less than 48 

hours. 

She describes it as the most stressful thing that she has ever done as she did not know if I would survive 

the journey. I thank God that her mother and I invested in her education.  
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