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The Conspicuous Great 

Kiskadee of Guyana 

This boisterous in both attitude and color, bandit in a black mask will attempt to 

dominate your attention by flashes of his yellow belly and incessant Kis-ka- dee calls. 

By Dmitri Allicock 

Of all the birds of Guyana, and there are more than 800 species identified, the 

Great Kiskadee must be given first place on the popularity list. This is a bird that 

everyone knows, likes, and one which might well be granted official status such as 

the national bird, Opisthocomus Hoatzin or Canje Pheasant of Guyana. 

The Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus named for its cheerful raucous kis- ka- 

dee call is a large tyrant flycatcher who proudly forces himself on the attention of 

the least bird conscious observer by its unrelenting ringing call and distinct proud 

yellow breast. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hoatzin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tyrant_flycatcher
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The Kiskadee breeds in open woodland 

including cultivation and around human 

habitation, from the Lower Rio Grande 

Valley in southern Texas and northern 

Mexico, south to Uruguay, Brazil, 

Paraguay, Argentina, Trinidad and 

everywhere in Guyana. 

This very large big head fly catcher 

grows to about ten inches, the size of 

Belted Kingfisher and somewhat like 

that bird in actions even catching small 

fish. It has black and white stripes on the 

crown and sides of its head. It has a 

white line above its eyes. Its chest and 

undersides are a brilliant yellow and its 

throat is white. Its back and wings are 

reddish brown and its bill and legs are 

black. 

The Kiskadee is very comfortable around human habitation and enjoys its perch 

and human attention. The birds may spend their day perched on electric wires, 

roof gutters, fences or tree branches, whence ever so often one would drop with 

lightening speed and economy of movement to seize a flying insect with a snap of 

its powerful black beak then returning to its safe roost to swallow the prey.  

Besides catching insects in the air, this bird breaks the rules for the flycatcher 

family,       it also grabs lizards from tree trunks, mice, eats many berries, peppers 

and some fruits. Such opportunistic feeding behavior makes it very adaptable to 

survival. 

Kiskadees are monogamous. A male will mate with only one female. Mating 

season begins in late March. The female great kiskadee lays two to five creamy-

white and brown speckled eggs in a domed nest made of sticks, grass, moss and 

bark. The nest has a single entry hole and is lined with soft material like wool and 

feathers. The nest is usually built in a pimpler {thorn} tree or bush. Both parents 

vigorously defend the nesting territory and care for the young. 

It travels in pairs and aggressively protects its nesting territory. One of its most 

feared predators is the coral snake and the kiskadee will stay away from anything 

that has the same color pattern as the coral snake. This alert and aggressive bird 

has a strong and maneuverable flight, which it uses to good effect when it feels 

annoyed by raptors. Even much larger birds are attacked by the Great Kiskadee, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lower_Rio_Grande_Valley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lower_Rio_Grande_Valley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lower_Rio_Grande_Valley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bird_of_prey
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usually by diving down or zooming 

straight at them while they are in mid-

air. Harsh calls are also often given 

during these attacks, alerting all 

potential prey in the area of the 

predator's presence. 

Not being appreciated or rated as a 

songbird, the Great Kiskadee is not 

usually kept caged in Guyana and 

therefore has escaped the depredations 

of poaching for the pet trade. Also, its 

feeding mostly on live prey makes it 

extremely difficult to keep in 

captivity.  

Moritz Richard Schomburgk the 

German botanist and explorer, who 

accompanied his brother Robert 

Hermann Schomburgk famous for 

surveying and marking Guyana’s 

border, tells in these words of his first 

meeting with the Kiskadee shortly after he set foot in the colony in 1840: “Hardly 

had we left the Lighthouse Tower than we heard the question “Qu’ est-ce que 

dit?” repeatedly asked us out of neighboring palms and foliage tree. In wonder 

and surprise we turned to look for the inquisitive fellow, at first however in vain, 

until we finally found him to be a yellowish bird about the size of a thrush, that 

must have been continually plagued with violent curiosity, for it renewed its 

enquires without cessation. It was the Tyrannous sulphuratus Vieill, the “Qu’ est-

ce que dit” of the colonists.” 

Robert Hermann Schomburgk is also credited with discovering the giant Victoria 

Regia water Lily in 1837, the national flower of Guyana. 

The Kiskadee is indeed a treat for nature lovers or the casual observer and the bird 

won’t keep you waiting. This boisterous in both attitude and color, bandit in a 

black mask will attempt to dominate your attention with flashes of his yellow belly 

and incessant Kis-ka- dee calls.                                     

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Predator
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songbird
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poaching
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moritz_Richard_Schomburgk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Botany
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Hermann_Schomburgk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_%28plant%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_%28plant%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victoria_%28plant%29

