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Amazing Seed Disperser 

By Dmitri Allicock 

The  blue-gray Tanager songbird (Thraupis episcopus) known as the Blue Saki in Guyana, is 

among the commonest  frugivore species of birds found there and have a range to as far north as 

Mexico to  Argentina in the south. The Blue Saki of Guyana rates very high on the list of seeds 

dispersal birds’ primarily due to its diet of mostly fruits. 

Many accounts of travel in Guyana tell of flashes of bright colorful birds to be seen in the forest 

as a wide variety fly through this thickly wooded country. The Blue Saki is one bird that can 

however be easily missed due to its striking azure blue appearance blended against the 

background of blue sky and dazzling sunlight. 

The Blue Saki measures to about six inches, including its two-inch-long tail. The head, throat 

and under parts are a pale gray with a greenish-blue tinge. The tail and wings are a fabulous 

bright blue and its back is a darker royal blue. While both sexes are similar in appearance, the 

color of the female is generally duller and grayer than that of the male.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanager
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songbird
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frugivore
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They are extremely social birds and 

usually seen in pairs or small groups. Pairs 

remain together year-round and often 

accompanied by adult offspring, as well as 

other foraging flocks containing unrelated 

individuals.  

Although the Blue Saki occurs mainly in 

pairs most of the time, males are 

notoriously unfaithful partners. Infidelity 

is rampant and extra-pair liaisons are 

common. Such behavior has earned males 

of this species the reputation of being 

unrepentant bigamists. 

Breeding season is from March to July. 

During this time, the female lays one to 

three mottled eggs, which she incubates 

for 12 to 14 days. 

The nests are usually high up in a tree, 

occasionally affected by nest parasitism 

of the Shiny Cowbird whose chicks are 

then raised by the Blue Saki. Once 

hatched, both parents feed their chicks and 

family groups often remain intact for 

several months. 

The Blue Saki is found in a variety of 

different habitats throughout Guyana. 

They are quite tolerant of humans, as they 

gravitate from forest edge to open country 

side, along roads to cultivated areas and 

gardens, eating a wide variety of ripe 

fruits, berries and insects, as well as young 

leaves, flowers and nectar.  

These birds play an important role in seed 

dispersal for trees, shrubs and a host of other plants. There is a Bird Pepper commonly found 

growing wild in Guyana and relished by the Blue Saki. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&sqi=2&ved=0CCoQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FParasitism&ei=j1UXUq--DpDU9QSC2YCACQ&usg=AFQjCNHVftDGIR-zILkUfHR-FNDtO7M6mA&sig2=ab6iJ6LP3hjR52DdIawL0w&bvm=bv.51156542,d.eWU&cad=rja
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Hot peppers rank high on the menu of the 

Blue Saki and this pepper best exemplify 

the meaning of seeds dispersal due to its 

overwhelming present without human 

intervention. Seed dispersal allows plants 

to reach specific habitats that are 

favorable for survival and a host of other 

benefits. 

The Blue Saki song is a squeaky raspy 

twittering, interspersed with tseee and 

tsuup call notes. They appear restless and 

always on the move. In flight, they are 

easy to distinguish because they seem to 

bounce through the air, alternatively 

flapping their wings, then gliding with the 

wings tucked close to the body. 

 The Blue Saki feeds on garden grown 

fruits and or vegetables and is considered 

a pest by some, creating a traditional contest of wills. The sling shot served as a minor deterrent 

in my childhood in the constant battle of shooing and protecting fruits. The bird does have 

natural enemies like the cat, snakes, and birds of prey but its population is here to stay as long as 

there is an ample food source.  

In the early 1970s, Guyanese music legend Dave Martin of the Tradewinds wrote a remarkable 

song called “Not a blade of grass”, during the brewing border conflict between Guyana and 

Venezuela. “Not one Blue Saki!” this patriotic song of love for Guyana defiantly went, 

acclaiming the Blue Saki to new heights and meaning. 
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