
THE BREMNERS 

Of Akyma-De Maria Elisabeth 
 

By Dmitri Allicock 

 

“One Boviander family on the Demerara River lived at a lovely placed called Akyma, on a 

little Hill, rising about thirty feet from the river and crowned with feathery bamboos and tall 

cucurite and manicole palms. Their name was Bremner and their immediate ancestor was a 

Dutchman, who had been the post-holder at the Government post of Sebacabra, a hill on the 

right bank of the river about ninety miles from Georgetown.” Henry Kirke 1870. 

 

Nestled on the western shore of the Demerara, approximately seven miles south of Linden, is an 

unassuming place called Akyma, meaning Oh My! Today, Akyma looks like any other location 

along the transparent brown Demerara River, covered with thick vegetation, dense screen of 

palms, evergreens of many varieties, tangled with creepers and other parasitic plants. 

 

The river bank lay hidden by the stout arum called moca moca and other water loving plants. 

There are little signs of habitation except for a few isolated homesteads and a seldom unhurried 

paddle corial traveling along the glassy surface of the smooth Demerara which creates an 

impression of peace and tranquility in this forest country. Life and nature are in harmony, 

alongside the majestic river that holds so many secrets of history and a lost time. 

 

The story of Akyma also referred to as De Maria Elisabeth in the historical records, dates back to 

over 200 years and occupies a significant a part of Upper Demerara and Guyana’s history. The 

first bauxite mine was located at Akyma in 1917, but history dates back to over 100 years before 

bauxite. 



The lands of Akyma was once the property of a Scotsman named Henry Bremner. It is believed 

that Bremner settled in Upper Demerara in the early 1800s, a period of time when many English 

speaking settlers made Demerara their home. All the Bremners of Upper Demerara are traced to 

this original family. 

 

Henry Bremner belongs to a family who lived at New Mills near Keith, Banffshire Scotland. He 

was actually born on the island of Tobago as stated in his March 1, 1818 Will. Henry Bremner 

died 21 of November 1825 when his boat capsized near the Malali rapids, Demerary River. 

Article Eighth of his Will read: he gave and bequeath all his property, gold, silver and whatever 

may be found, also his ground, well known in the General Chart, by name De Maria Elisabeth, at 

present acaimai {Akyma} being 2500 acres more or less to his children Mary, Betsy, John, 

Henry, Joanna and Katherend including his negroes as follows Bristen, Boston, Sam, Louky, 

Quasibo, Jean, Tom, Saunders, Ned and Damond. 

 

The mother of the children was named Johanna and was 

to be maintained out of the property. There is mention of a 

Macushi Buckeen Grace, who was to remain with Johanna 

as her companion. 

There was a seventh child whose name was not 

mentioned, Article Seventh read: He gave as a legacy to a 

boy child in the Buck town, his mother named Kitty 

Barrow a legacy of One Thousand Guilders and begs his 

Executor to give him some education and put him to a 

trade as soon as he is fit. 

 

The sixth article stated: he gave unto his beloved aunt, 

Grace Bremner, the sum of Twelve Hundred Guilders and 

begs his Executor to have the above sum sent home as 

soon as possible to New Mills near Keith, Banffshire. 

The Bremner descendants continued to live at Akyma for many generations. My grandmother, 

Nesta Bremner {1896-1968} descended from this original family, being the great granddaughter 

of Henry Bremner. 

In Henry Kirke1 book Twenty five years in British Guiana, he reflected on the many trips 

around Guiana. The year of his first trip is believed to be early 1870s. The John Bremner referred 

to, was the son of Henry Bremner. 

 

Henry Kirke wrote, “One Boviander family2 on the Demerara River lived at a lovely placed 

called Akyma, on a little Hill, rising about thirty feet from the river and crowned with  

feathery bamboos and tall cucurite and manicole palms. Their name was Bremner3, and their 

immediate ancestor was a Dutchman, who had been the post-holder at the Government post of 

Sebacabra, a hill on the right bank of the river about ninety miles from Georgetown.” 

                                                

1 Henry Kirke, in picture, was a former Sheriff of  Demerara 

2 Boviander  is used to describe White and Amerindian mixed race. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Banffshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tobago


 “The post holder had married an Arawak woman and after living to a good age, he drowned 

whilst shooting the Malali rapids about ten miles above his house and was buried in his 

pepper garden. 

 

In traveling up river, we found that all old settlements contained the graves of their former 

owners, sometimes for several generations, covered by gravestones rudely carved with names 

and dates. Bremner fils had established himself at Akyma in his father’s lifetime; he married a 

half caste woman4 and had a numerous family of sons and daughters.  

 

When I first knew him, he was a man of about 55 yrs old, very stout and lazy, who spent his 

days loafing about and smoking his pipe. 

His wife5, who was a very energetic woman, carried on all the business, took out the wood 

cutting grants, looked after the wood-cutters, saw the punts loaded, sold the timber, and spent 

the money. 

 

 Their house was a good two storied wooden building, raised upon high brick pillars access to 

which was made by an ornamental cast- iron staircase, which Bremner in his younger and 

more active days had imported from England, and to which he always pointed with 

undisguised pride. On my last visit to Akyma, he added, I found that the old house had fallen 

down and disappeared, and nothing was left but some broken-down brick pillars and the case-

iron staircase, standing erect and alone, leading nowhere, and of use to no one…” 

 

The children of Mary Allicock and John Bremner were Alice, John-James {no children} Alfred 

Francis, Mary, Sarah, Jessie and William- Alexander. Alfred Bremner {1841-1935} was my 

maternal great grandfather. 

 

Apart from the legal position of Postholder, it is believed that the original family was involved in 

the Timber Industry. Wood cutting grants became a tradition with some of Henry Bremner’s 

descendants and a stable means of providing a livelihood, The Demerara Bauxite Company 

however would come to dominate economic life after 1917. 

 

Several generations of the Bremner’s family remained on the Akyma lands until the discovery of 

bauxite. In 1897 Sir Henry Harrison collected samples of ore from Christianburg and Akyma to 

be analyzed in Georgetown. The results were not published until June 16 1910 in Colony Royal 

Gazette. Once the facts were established, mining companies began to show interest. In 1912, 

Geologist George Bain Mackenzie was in the area collecting samples. In 1914, he was 

                                                                                                                                                       

3  This was John Bremner who had married Mary Allicock. Both were my two times great grandparents. The 

Dutchman referred to was Henry Bremner. The reference of Dutch is questionable since the Will of Henry Bremner 

shows the family coming out of Scotland.  History have recorded some movement of people between Scotland and 

the Netherlands, so it is possible the family may be out of Netherland prior to Scotland. 

4 Half Caste refers to being half white or person of lesser or lower class {derogatory by standards today} and a sign 

of the times. 

5 Mary Allicock was the granddaughter of  Robert Frederick Allicock and Ann Mansfield, her father  being Joseph 

Allicock 



purchasing lands for Alcoa. In 1916, The Demerara Bauxite Company was incorporated and 

registered in Georgetown. Mining started the following year at Akyma. 

 

Later in the early 1940s, the first bridge across the Demerara River was constructed to facilitate 

the transportation of bauxite to the eastern bank before moved by rail to the Mackenzie Plant for 

processing. The railway bridge was scrapped after the closure of Akyma mines. A few pieces of 

metal piling on the eastern bank of the river can still be seen at low tide and are the only remains 

of the historical bridge today. 

 

 

 
Loading bauxite by hands at Akyma Mine Circa 1917 

 

The Mackenzie Miner Friday on November 9th. 1951 carried a great article about Theodore 

Bremner{Sept. 19, 1901- Oct. 1983}, the great- grandson of Henry Bremner. It covers the start 

of the bauxite industry and Upper Demerara. 

 

The Mackenzie Miner read, Theodore Bremner lived at Maria Elizabeth for a long time. He 

attended school at Three Friends Upper Demerara. In 1912 moved to Mahaicabali. There was 

the removal of houses at Hope and Three Friends where mining operations were to be carried 

out. The dispenser’s house at Three Friends was one of those removed and is now at 

Christianburg. Some of the houses removed, had to be repaired and I worked on this job 

under Thomas Van Gronigen, a carpenter who retired recently as a watchman at Hamilton 

Transport service and is now living at Christianburg. 



Later the erection of the necessary buildings began. The 

Manager’s house and laboratory were built at Hope followed 

logies at Three Friends.  

Theodore6 said that mining operations were first started at 

Three Friends/ Akyma, the ore being taken down river in 

punts to vessels off Wismar and Mackenzie, one of the first 

of which was the Mohegan which brought the first set of 

machinery and took away bauxite. 

Clearing of the Mackenzie Site was started in 1917. Some 

buildings were erected, machinery landed and operations 

began in 1918. Operation ceased in March 1921.  

 

The Bremners resumed woodcutting and supplied Messrs. 

Sprostons, Wismar with sleepers for the railroad and 

shipped timber to the Sawmill in Georgetown. 

Operations started in September of 1922, and Theodore Bremner who was married in October 

re-joined the Company in November 1922 and worked as a Patrolman on the Railroad. His 

job was to look for broken rails, bad spots and any condition that was liable to cause a 

derailment. After six months he was transferred to the Mills where he worked on the old 

crusher. He was transferred later to the Civil Engineering Department in 1923, and was 

engaged as a carpenter on the erection of the Mackenzie hospital when in 1924, he had to 

make an important decision. 

 

Theodore’s father, William Alexander Bremner, did not rejoin the Company in 1922. He 

continued wood cutting. There was more money in it. This posed a problem for Theodore. Was 

he to continue as a Company employee at the same rate of wages paid in those days, or should 

he follow his father’s example and work for money as a contractor.  

He decided on the latter course and took his time in 1924. Thereafter, for many years, the 

Bremners supplied the Company with firewood and sleepers. During 1937, Theodore 

undertook to do some special work for the Company, cutting and pointing piles for the 

foundation of No. 2 Storage Building.  

 

With the arrival of diesel locomotives and shovels, the demand for firewood was not as great 

as before and some of the contracts were terminated.  

Theodore came to an end in 1939. He moved from Macaicaballi to Christianburg and joined a 

cousin, Allan Fiedtkou, who was an old contractor for the Company and he worked with him 

until 1944. Theodore next spent a year at Wineperu, Essequibo with Booker Timber Company. 

In 1946, he worked for the Public Works Department. 

 

On October 20, 1947 Theodore re-joined the Bauxite Company in Civil Engineering 

Department and was made Foreman in February of 1949. 

 

                                                

6 The picture is of Theodore Bremner taken from The Mackenzie Miner. 



He was twice married, in 1922 to Miss Ellen Duggan at Mahaicaballi at Saint Philips Church 

Ellen died in 1937 leaving five children, Viola, Hector, Randall, Allan and Alga. 

 

 In 1938, Theodore was married to Miss Fanny Fraser of Christianburg at Saint Andrews 

Church Georgetown. There are two children of the marriage, Joan (12) and Theodore (10) at 

Christianburg Scots School.  

 

Theodore naturally regrets that he did not remain with the Company. "As a young man" he 

told the editor "I looked to the side which appeared more beneficial, unfortunately, I decided 

wrong. I am however, grateful to the Company for my knowledge of Carpentry which I got 

while an employee there.  

I have always kept on good terms with the Company and that's the reason I could get a job 

here again. I live with my family in my own home at Christianburg and that is something to be 

proud of in these days. 

 

Theodore Bremner’s parents were William Alexander Bremner and Catherine {Kate} Fiedtkou 

belongs to the rich heritage of the names of early Upper Demerara settlers including John 

Dagliesh Paterson, Robert Frederick Allicock, Mansfield and Frank Fiedtkou. 

 

Over two centuries have passed since Henry Bremner sailed up the Demerara and settle on this 

virgin piece of river valley soil called Akyma. The Bremners of Akyma have withstood the 

rigorous journey of time and many descendants are still found in Upper Demerara, however the 

bloodline is stretched around the world today, a generation of tradition on the move seeking out 

new Akymas of tomorrow. 


