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A FAMILY MAN AND UPPER DEMERARA LEGEND 
By Dmitri Allicock 

 

Manly Binning is remembered as a great father by 

his children. He was a brilliant coworker and mentor to 

the many workers of the bauxite industry in Upper 

Demerara, Guyana and to all his extended family one of 

the most important relative that ever lived. Manly was 

born with many exceptional talents. He was intelligent, 

creative, imaginative, skillful, ambitious, and very 

hardworking. Manly stood out as a leader among his 

peers and is remembered for all his great qualities. 

 

 The importance of Manly Binning to his family heritage 

is sacred. He was one of the few to document and record 

the lives of his family. He travelled by boat, train or bus 

to visit relatives where he conducted interviews and 

recorded by writing down their information and family 

history. He documented, organized his work, and then 

protected it for the future generations that can now 

benefit from this precious information of family heritage. 

 

He understood quite well the tangle web and interrelationships of heritage. He realized that to 

fully understand his linage, he had to first document the many families in the area. He recorded 

not only his direct linage but preserved others as well. He wrote on the families of Spencer, 

Allicock, DeNieuwerkerk, Hill, Mansfield, Bremner, Fiedtkou, Van Cooten, Paterson, Blount, 

Binning and others as he decipher and understood the family linage. His exceptional vision is 

reflected in his work which is why he is so dearly remembered by his love ones. 

 

Manly V H L Binning was born July 15
th
 1899 at 

Wiriburisiri Canalli upper Demerara River and                      

grew up in the Demerara River vicinity. He helped his 

father George Alexander Binning who was at that time 

owner of a Timber Grant along the Demerara River. 

Manly at the age of seventeen attended Queens College 

School for boys in Georgetown. 

 

His first job was Second Engineer to Mr. Dawson for 

Sprostons
1
 at Wismar. Later, he worked at the Steam 

Locomotive at Demba
2
, then at the Power House.   

                                                        
1
  Manly Binning worked for Sprostons 1897 Wismar to Rockstone Railway located at Wismar 

http://guyanathenandnow.wordpress.com/2011/11/06/the-demerara-essequibo-railway-der/ 

CANALLI UPPER DEMERARA RIVER 



 

He continued his career at the Demba Machine Shop where he became a foreman and reported to 

the Chief Engineer. 

He spent many years in that position. During his time at Demba, Manly was a very adventurous 

man, and, always with a unique idea, he converted “Big Bertha,” an old Steam Engine to a Pile 

Driver and proudly named it “Lord Manly.” There were many other innovations on the job, 

which were contributed by Manly’s ingenuity. Some of his innovations earned him 

commendations from the chief executive officer of Demba.  

 

He always seemed to have answers for problems concerning his field of work, and, of course, his 

household. He built his own washing machine, and designed and constructed a horse-racing 

machine and a merry-go-round for his family’s enjoyment.  

There wasn’t a machine made that he couldn’t fix. He dabbled in 

the other sciences of life, also. He followed a daily exercise 

regimen that included yoga and, even had a cure for in-grown 

toenails. 

Manly Binning was married on June 22
nd

 1933 to Gloria Millicent 

Smith and had 10 children: Rex, Wilma, Barbara, Norma, 

Elizabeth, Jacqueline, Verna, Regina, Deanna, and George. Later, 

after his wife died, he wedded Eslyn Davidson and had three more 

children: Colleen, Manly (Junior), and Alana, who were born in 

his late 70s, a testimony to his superb health. 

Fishing was one of Manly’s hobbies along with the making speed 

boats. His first boat was Flash, and that boat was unlike the modern speed boats of today. It was 

long and slender and slid through the smooth Demerara River like a knife through butter. His 

next boat was Jet. The last boat that he made, Vamp, was a much 

shorter boat than the first two. The last years of his career with 

Demba, Manly V H L Binning was assigned to work with young men training in various trades 

at the Demba Trade School. During that period, he worked with Mr. Eloctte, John Hammond, 

and John B.MacRae, all from England.  Cousin Manly was liked and admired very much by all 

of his colleagues, including the students. After retirement in 1963, he donated his time to help 

out with the exams at the Trade School. 

I remember Cousin Manly well. I worked at the Associated Industries {Ainlim} in 1978 and he 

was my customer on many occasions. He would purchase Freon gas and welding supplies.  

I would later see him fixing refrigerators in his yard which was located on Arvida road
3
. He was 

almost 80 years old then and was fit as a fiddle. I knew of him quite well since my parents and 

aunt adored him. My dad use to say.  “Manly was no slacker and there was not much that he did 

not know.” My aunt Nella would say “Manly knew everything about his family and he was 

extremely smart.” I use to question my aunt relentlessly on heritage as a child and was 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
2
 The Demerara Bauxite Company Limited, known as DEMBA, a subsidiary of the Aluminum Company of Canada 

Limited 
3
 Arvida road is now called Republic Avenue. Arvida road was named after Alcan’s Alumina smelter located in 

Arvida, Quebec, Canada. 
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introduced to Manly Binning from earlier on. I only wished that I could have sat down with him 

and talk about heritage today. 

 

As a teenager at Mackenzie, I would walk pass this quiet but firm small stature man with his hair 

kept long and partly covered by a cowboy hat. I would always be intrigue to look back at him. 

He had a way or style that got your attention. So many years have passed since then and I am 

still looking and admiring this special man. 

 

 
GLORIA BINNING {HIS WIFE}                  MANLY MAKING SPEED BOAT                   THE VAMP- Herbie, Deanna, Manly 

 

Deanna Peterson née Binning, Manly Binning’s last daughter from his 

first wife Gloria has continued where her father has left off. She has the 

same burning passion for love of family and heritage. She represents 

him so well. She is hardworking, thorough, kind and possessed very 

important knowledge on the substance of family and heritage. Her father 

must be smiling proudly to see that Deanna has done so well and 

continued his legacy.  

 

I am frequently in contact with another daughter Norma and had the 

honor of meeting both Barbara and Deanna at an Allicock’s reunion. 

There, I had an opportunity to celebrate Manly and did so in a special 

tribute for his daughters. Manly left this life on February 9
th

 1986 and 

was interned on his home soil at Christianburg alongside the same 

Demerara River where he was born.  

 

His work and contribution to his family heritage must always be remembered. He is not here to 

receive the gratitude of so many but I strongly believed he already knew that this would occur. 

His forethoughts by the preservation of family history were done with the knowledge that one 

day it would be deeply appreciated. The brilliancy of Manly VHL Binning
4
 understood this 

extremely well. 

                                                        
4
  Manly Binning’s grandfather, Robert Binning, was born in Barbados where he attended the 1745 Codrington 

College {the oldest Theological College in the Western Hemisphere} and obtained his Masters.  
Robert Binning was the owner of a printing press. Robert Binning married Lucy Spencer, the daughter of Nancy 
Allicock. 

DEANNA PETERSON 


