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Several coastal communities from the Essequibo Coast to the Corentyne were Sunday 
morning under several inches of flood water due to extremely high tides worsened by 
gusty winds, authorities said. 

Public Works Minister, Robeson Benn confirmed that a drainage sluice (koker) at 
Windsor Castle, Essequibo Coast has been damaged by the force of the waves. He said a 
team has been deployed to begin remedial works there. 

He said the Rupert Craig Highway would remain closed until Monday morning because 
the next high tide would be at 3 PM Sunday. The height would be 2.94 meters. 
 Authorities are expected to clean up a thick and slippery sludge is left behind whenever 
the water recedes. 

The high tide and closure of the area means that there would not be the usual Sunday 
evening ‘lime’ on the seawall. 

On the outskirts of central Georgetown, in the Liliendaal-Blygezight area, residents woke 
up to several inches of heavily silted coffee brown water in their yards. The Public 
Works Minister said that although the Liliendaal pump was working, several drains and 
trenches in the area were blocked preventing the water from running off the land.
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“The tertiary drainage is blocked up all around so the water has no where to go even 
though there is capacity at the Liliendaal Pump Station to take the water,”  he said. 
Workers were feverishly cleaning some of the blockages ahead of efforts with the 
Georgetown City Council to do some more work in Bel Air, northern Kitty, Subryanville. 

Benn said Sunday morning’s tide was not expected to be so high, an occurrence he 
attributed to gusty winds on the Atlantic Ocean. He explained that the tide was 3.11 
meters high plus another 1.5 meters of waves were riding on top. “There is some 
disturbance out there. They checked up to yesterday (Saturday) afternoon and there 
wasn’t anything showing up on the meteorological…” he said. 

Other flood affected areas include Skeldon, Den Amstel, Groen Veldt and Uitlvlugt, 
Leonora. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Emergency works continue in Spring Tide flooded greater 
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Violent waves slam the sea defence at Liliendaal 

Excavators were deployed in the Greater Georgetown coastal area to bring relief to flood-stricken 
communities, even as heavy rain threatened to compound problems with another bout of high tide. 

The National Drainage and Irrigation Authority (NDIA) was clearing weed-choked canals in Liliendaal –Bel 
Air areas which have been inundated with ankle-deep water since early Sunday morning during the first 
Spring Tide. 

 
Excavation of a drain parallel to the northern carriageway of the Rupert Craig Highway. 
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The afternoon tide, which peaked at 6 PM, was expected to be 2.9 meters with higher sea swells due to 
gusty winds, officials said. 

The northern carriageway of the Rupert Craig Highway remains closed to vehicular traffic, except that 

which is involved in drainage and clean-up activities. Fire tenders were there to prepare to clean the thick 
coat of silt which could pose a serious traffic hazard. 

Engineers and other personnel were busy overseeing the creation and clearance of outlets to avoid the 

accumulation of water on the highway. Sandbags were placed at the Sheriff Street and Conversation 

Tree junctions to prevent more water from flowing into the residential areas. 

Public Works Minister Robeson Benn said he was hoping that the Georgetown City Council would assist 
in bringing relief to the thousands of residents from Campbelville to Turkeyen and beyond. Reliable 
sources, however, said that the municipality’s excavators were not working. 

A truck, with council workers, was seen collecting refuse that had blocked the Liliendaal Pumping 
station’s grill and other waste that the heavily silted flood waters have floated up. 

 
Two men removing thick vegetation from a trench in Liliendaal. 

 
Other areas affected by the Sunday morning tide of 3.11 meters, with higher swells, include the gated 

community of Bel Air Gardens, where a number of top diplomats reside, as well as sections of 

Subryanville and Kitty Public Road. Many residents in that area opted to park their vehicles on the road 

to prevent the salt water from damaging them.  

The Public Works Minister, who spent all day with the teams on the ground, confirmed that there was 
overtopping in several areas along the coast but the water has been receding during low tide unlike the 

northern greater Georgetown area. 

He attributed that to clogged “tertiary” drainage systems (trenches) in the area. “Even though you have 

storage at the Downer Canal with the Liliendaal Pump Station, the water isn’t getting there,” he said. 

At Windsor Castle, Essequibo Coast NDIA and Region Two workers repaired a koker (drainage sluice) 

that was partly smashed by the slamming waves. “We just got to work with it for the time and hope as the 
tide pulls off it gives us some space to work until the next high tide in two weeks time,” he said. 



  

 
Bel Air Gardens under several inches of water. 

 
The broken Windsor Castle sluice door that was subsequently repaired during low tide. 

 


