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Georgetown is 201 years old this month - The Picture above was taken from the Bank of Guyana Building.

Guyana’s Budget - 2013
Budget 2013 was presented under the theme
Overcoming Challenges Together, Accelerating
Gains for Guyana.

Guyana’s Budget 2013
Presented by Dr Ashni Singh

Key Achievements in 2012 outlined in Budget:


Real gross domestic product (GDP) grew by 4.8 percent in 2012, a seventh consecutive year of positive
growth.



The rice industry grew by 5 percent to 422,057 tonnes, the highest tonnage produced in any one year in
the industry’s entire history



Gold production expanded by 20.8 percent to
438,645 ounce, the highest recorded in the entire
history of the gold industry excluding Omai production



Bauxite industry recorded growth in value added of
12.5 percent, with production of 2,213,972 tonnes



Export earnings expanded by 23.6 percent to US$1.5
billion.



Private sector credit grew by 20 percent to $161.5
billion Guyana dollars.



External reserves amounted to US$862.2 million, the
highest end of year position ever in our country’s history, and equivalent to 4 months of imports.



Inflation rate contained to 3.5 percent at the end of
2012, well within acceptable norms.



Exchange rates remained stable throughout the year
and, at the end of the year, the Guyana Dollar was
being traded against the US Dollar at $204.5 compared to $203.75 a year ago.



The fiscal deficit of the non-financial public sector
amounted to $26 billion or 4.5 percent of GDP,
broadly level with the 2011 deficit of 4.4 percent.

Source: Budget 2013.
Read details of the Budget proposals HERE

Read and/or print the Budget
speech made by Dr Ashni Singh here CLICK
Major points in the Budget “At a Glance” [GINA]

Here are analyses of the Budget:- click to view
1. Budget 2013 Measures: By Christopher Ram
2. “This is a cardboard budget painted to look like
concrete” -says Opposition Leader David Granger.
3. Budget 2013- Editorial– Stabroek News
4. The Budget Debate—Editorial—Kaieteur News

GUYANESE ONLINE NEWSLETTERS
These newsletters are published monthly. The aim is to
advertise the events and news of Guyanese Associations
worldwide. Added to this, the newsletter highlights Guyana’s Parliament news, Arts and Culture, Medical, Business, Education, Tourism and Historical articles.
Every month we publish over 100 Blog entries and these
are also listed here and accessible by clicking on the items
on the list.. Your comments are welcome!
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EDITORIAL
The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide
Welcome to the Guyanese Online Newsletter

Guyanese Online
The Guyanese Online Newsletter and the

By: Cyril Bryan. Editor and Publisher

Guyanese Online Blog Website are independent
This is the 35th edition of the Guyanese publications that are created, edited, produced and
Online Newsletter. It culminates 37 months published by Cyril Bryan - cybryan@gmail.com
of publishing the Blog and monthly NewsGuyanese organizations are offered FREE advertising.
letters. Thanks for your support……
E-mail address: cybryan@gmail.com

Guyana’s Budget 2013

Editorial

By Cyril Bryan

Blog: 25 Most popular - 30 days—March, 2013
Click and Check the entries on the Blog/Website

1.

By the end of April Parliament will either have voted in a
revised Budget 2013, or the PPP/C Minority Government
would have called an election to achieve a Majority in Parliament. The general consensus is that an election will not
be called, as it will not change the present situation.

2.
3.

This Budget has been a repeat of the last one with no real
consultations before it was tabled. Conflict and cuts to similar areas have again been made by the Majority opposition
of the APNU and AFC, in Parliament. The Auditor General’s Reports and the discovery of various frauds e.g. at
NCN, have made it difficult for the Government. They are
unsure that they could achieve a majority Parliament, and
even if they did, that the clamor for good governance will
subside.

5.

Since the November 2011 elections, the Executive government members have had to explain their funding requests
for the projects in various Ministries. Parliament is no
longer a “rubber stamp”. . The politicians and their supporters will eventually have to settle down and agree that there
has to be “balance” in governance for Guyana to fully develop, irrespective of which party is in the Executive.
I said in an editorial last year: “We, in the Diaspora, are
mainly observers hoping that somehow the country will be
reorganized to achieve its fullest potential. We would like to
see harmony and co-operation between the political parties
so there is “value for money”in the various development
projects. There is no doubt that most Guyanese, irrespective of party affiliation, want to see the reduction in corruption and the wasting of money by Government….”.
Our banner picture was run in April last year when the City
of Georgetown celebrated its 200 th birthday. A year has
passed and the situation has deteriorated further. The disgraceful condition of the City has to be rectified.
As I said in last April’s editorial, “Georgetown will never be
“fixed” until its subvention from the Central Government
matches its percentage of the total Guyana population of
about 40%. The city’s tax collections for properties have
collapsed as many individuals, companies and government,
have not paid taxes for years. Therefore, there is not
enough money for infrastructure and maintenance. We
hope that the city will somehow be revived so that we are
once again proud of the “Garden City”.

4.

6.
7.
8.

Botlahle – Winner Of South Africa’s Talent 2012 –
3 videos
Home page / Archives
GUYANA and CARIBBEAN RECIPES
Botlahle: SA Got Talent 2012- The Madiba (Nelson Mandela) Poem – video
Guyana: British Guiana 1959 to 1961- with 2009 updates –
photos
Sluice Gate Collapses and inundates Kingston GeorgetownMarch 12, 2013 – videos + updatess
Mega farm by Barbados investors taking shape in Rupununi
Fruits of Trinidad and Tobago – and Guyana

9.

Guyana-born Deborah Persaud: HIV Clinician First, Scientist Second
10. Notable Guyanese who died in 2012
11. Guyanese prepared foods and fruits in pictures + video
12. Mash 2013:- The Professor – God Don’t Sleep – winning
Calypso banned by Government
13. THE HUSBAND – jokes + Mighty Sparrow:
“Lying Excuses”
14. New US visa application system begins in Guyana
15. AFC’s Nigel Hughes admitted to Caribbean Heart Institute
+ updates
16. The Mighty Sparrow – 100 songs and videos – continuous play
17. Famous People of Guyanese Heritage
18. Mashramani 2013. Guyana’s Carnival – Bryan Max photos
19. Thieves are getting more sophisticated … follow
these rules.
20. Mash 2013 video – featuring Bryan Max photos
and calypsos
21. Guyanese Online – Introduction
22. Old Jet Magazines – from 1950 onwards
23. Eddy Grant is 65 on March 5, 2013 – see ‘Interview in Barbados” videos
24. “The Cab Ride” – a philosophical message + music video
25. Jumo Primo- “Nosey People” – “One People One Nation
One Destiny” – 2 videos
Click: > See Full list - Most Popular items here
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ASSOCIATIONS
Note: Click on the headlines to read the articles

The St. Stanislaus College Alumni Association
Toronto Gala Celebration of its 20th anniversary will be held on Friday 10th May at the Spirale Banquet Hall, 888 Don Mills Road, Toronto.
Ontario, Canada.
The event starts at 6:30 p.m. with cocktails, followed by
a four-course dinner. The price is $80 per person, and
this includes the dinner and all drinks, and live entertainment by the Fuh Fun Band, backed up by DJ
Bakes. The dress is formal attire.
The Association, through its Executive, has worked
very hard over the short period of its existence to raise
in excess of $500,000 (Can) in support of the College in
Guyana. These funds have been used to help repair
the infrastructure and facilities of the school, to purchase and ship to Guyana school books, equipment,
and supplies, and also to give scholarships, bursaries,
and awards to students and teachers.

THE MEMBERS OF GUYAID
(GUYANESE ASSISTING IN DEVELOPMENT)
Invite You To Their

Twenty-Eight Annual Luncheon
Featuring:
A Fabulous Luncheon

Sunday – May 12, 2013 @1:30 p.m.
At 2900 St. Regis Way
Bowie, MD. 20721
Donation:
Adults $40.00. Children (under 18) $25.00
Children (under 5) Free
For Ticket information Call: 202.643.3415,
703-926-8998 or on line at guyaid.org
Tickets In Advance Only
Download: MOTHER’S_DAY_FLYER May2013

The work of the Executive was not trivial or insignificant. In fact, it was often very hard and timeconsuming, and performed by volunteers! The Association is a totally volunteer organization with no one receiving any remuneration for work performed, and the
members of the Executive even have to purchase tickets to attend events (like this one) even when they may
be working at the event.
This Gala is not only a celebration of the 20th anniversary of the Association but is being held also to honour
those who have given willingly and unstintingly of their
time and efforts to make the Association the success it
is today. We invite you to join with us in this celebration
of the Association and the honouring of the members of
the Executive, both past and present.
To obtain tickets, please contact any member of the
Executive or the person from whom you normally obtain
your tickets to our fund-raising events, or contact me.
Thank you.
Bunty Phillips
416-449-8032
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ASSOCIATIONS
Note: Click on the headlines to read the articles

Guyana Cultural Association of New York Inc -

March 2013 Newsletter

Here is the latest edition of the magazine published
by the Guyana Cultural Association of New York
Download: MARCH_2013 – ON-LINE_MAGAZINE

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
HAPPY EASTER
HAPPY PHAGWAH!
There are so many activities, recognition,
celebrations and the like that the focus of our online magazine
must maintain a strong link to the vision of Guyana Cultural Association of New York, Inc. Through this
medium GCA strives to remind the Diaspora of the culture
of Guyana, providing in a way a memory map.
So with all the references to March madness and hares,
Women’s Month, the Ides of March, Lent, Easter, Phagwah and other areas, the Media Team recognises that
because of the confines of these pages, it must be selective. Nevertheless, you will notice that this issue celebrates achievement; religious practice; myth and story in
an ever widening Guyanese ethos made accessible
through the technology that is narrowing our world.
Juliet Emanuel – March Editor
The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide
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5 ASSOCIATIONS
Note: Click on the headlines to read the articles

Guyana Medical Relief Association in Los
Angeles – Independence Dance –
May 25, 2013
Family & Friends of Guyana bring your flags and celebrate
Guyana’s

INDEPENDENCE DAY WITH US
(IN LOS ANGELES)

ON SATURDAY MAY 25TH, 2013
Caribbean Show & Dance

Sponsored by GB Entertainment & Big J
Promotions
Portion of your tickets to benefit Northern California
Guyanese American Association & Guyana Medical Relief Association in Los Angeles

Local Contact: DJ Miller 209-627-8128 /
Monty Archer 408-417-0144
Call for further information……
Recommended Hotel: Crowne Plaza, Los Angeles
985 W. Century Blvd, LA. 877-320-8454 crowneplaza.com

Click here to download The Scribbler - March 2013
The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide
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6 ARTS-CULTURE
Note: Click on the headlines to read the articles

The Guyana Story – From Earliest Times
to Independence by Odeen Ishmael

“A Lonely Voice” – 50 Poems by
Naraine Datt

Author Odeen Ishmael Pens
Guyana History and its Rich
Heritage
New book follows the Guyana
history from the period of
European colonization to its
attainment of independence
in 1966.
By knowing about the past, people will be in a better position to understand and appreciate the present. Author
Odeen Ishmael presents the progression of Guyana history and development through his valuable publication...,The Guyana Story.
It features the earliest times to Independence, tracing the
country’s history from thousands of years ago when the
first Amerindian groups began their settlement in the Guyana territory.
The book examines the period of early European exploration leading to Dutch colonization and the forcible introduction of African slaves to work on cotton and sugar plantations. It also scrutinizes the effects of European wars, and
the final ceding of the territory to the British who ruled it as
their colony until they finally granted it independence in
1966. [Read more: - The Guyana Story - Odeen Ishmael]

The subjects of Mr. Datt’s poems
reflects wide international interests
and attitudes, and has enough interest for a wide range of readers.
His scope of his subjects includes
everything from the nuclear holocaust to domestic issues between
man and wife.He expressed liberal
sympathies taking up the cause
of victimized people whether they are aboriginal Canadians, South African Blacks or Rodney King. - Professor
Birbalsingh from York University.
By combining poignant moments of boyhood experiences,
realistic details concerning issues which many of us face
his poetry employs richly evocative language and universal themes; social and cultural issues such as racism, welfare and the women’s movement and its impact upon society and world politics. Naraine offers a thought provoking
and intriguing examination of one man’s life and his personal growth process. Dorrance Publishing Co. Inc.
Pittsburgh. PA.
Download 10 of the poems here: 10 of 50 POEMS
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Mash competition winners receive prizes
Georgetown, GINA, March 9, 2013

Winners of the various Mashramani 2013 competitions that were staged under the theme ‘Reflecting
Creativity, Embracing Diversity’ received their
prizes at a ceremony at the Umana Yana on Friday.
Minister of Culture Youth and Sport Dr Frank Anthony congratulated all the winners for their performances and support in making the celebrations for the
43rd Republic Anniversary a great success.
Much Achieved - More to be done
He recollected on the activities that were held during
February to celebrate Mash including the lectures,
exhibition at the Museum with emphasis on the Berbice Slave Rebellion, art exhibition at Castellani
House, the annual chutney, soca and calypso competitions and the children’s and adult road marches.
Minister Anthony emphasised that while much was
achieved during the celebrations, there is still a lot to
be done. He noted that later in the year a study will
be commissioned to determine how the Mash celebrations can be improved. In Trinidad and Tobago
there is legislation that accommodates the carnival,
and there is also a special committee that manages
the festivities.
The Minister indicated that for Guyana to go in that
direction the Mash model will have to be revamped
so that better things can be done.
Song Competitions
With regards to the song competitions, Minister Anthony noted that a lot of people take the competitions
for granted. “This year we have had close to 107
songs that were created just for Mashramani.”
Minister Anthony explained that one of the things
that has been lacking is that while these songs are
being created very often a product is not made out of
the music.
Making and Selling Music
He illustrated that in Trinidad and Tobago people can
buy CDs and DVDs with excerpts of the carnival so
they have a product that comes after the event. “That
product helps us to do a lot of things – one popularise the music so that more people can get to know
the songs and secondly it will give people an insight
as to what is happening for the next year,” he said.
Due to the various reasons the local musicians

Representative of Ansa McAl , Nigel Worrell handing over the
first prize to the Carib Soca monarch winner Jumo Primo. Third
place winner Adrian Dutchin is at left while second place winner
Kwasi Edmondson is at right

sometimes have challenges in putting together that
product, and over the next year, the Ministry will work
towards ensuring a timely product emerges after
Mash.
A Long way to go
“We have a long way to go, but we are optimistic because the competition is growing. More bands are
participating, and that’s a very good sign,” the Minister said. He recognised Republic Bank as a very
good partner in the promotion and resuscitation of
pan music.
The Culture Minister highlighted that the pan competition is outgrowing the cliff Anderson Sports Hall,
and the planning committee for next year, will have
to start looking for another venue.
The Ministry will also be looking at reintroducing the
display of the king and queen costumes prior to the
road parade. This aspect of the celebrations ad
stopped because of the last-minute touches the designers had to complete however, this year most of
the band’s costumes were completed early.
“If we can keep that standard, then certainly next
year we can look at re-introducing the night when we
display the king and queen costumes… that’s something we will certainly take on board,” Minister Anthony said.
Read full GINA Report with pictures: MASH competitors receive prizes
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After Venezuela’s elections
Stabroek News On April 17, 2013 Editorial |

can expect both increased domestic and external presThe presidential elections in Venezuela indicate that sure to modernize the industry.
the country, without the influence of former President Caricom states, however, have been warned by one of
Chávez’s extraordinary charisma and influence, re- our governmental experts, that we should not be sanmains essentially democratic in form and practice as it guine about an inevitable continuation of the terms of
has tended to be since the end of the Jimenez dictator- Venezuelan assistance. And that is so even if, given the
ship, with the polarization between the current two main beneficial experiences that we have had, former Prime
parties now reaching extreme limits.
Minister Owen Arthur who, when in government, had
kept his country away from accessing the PetroCaribe
Close election results
arrangements, announced during the country’s recent
While expecting that Chávez’s United Socialist Party of general elections that he intended, if victorious, to seek
Venezuela (PSUV) would win the elections (Chávez access, given the current state of the Barbadian econwon in 2009 with 54% of the vote), particularly as it held omy.
the seat of power, few observers would have expected
that acting President Maduro would have been able to Last week, however, before the Venezuela elections (a
report carried in Monday’s edition of this newspaper),
pull out the vote like his predecessor.
the Chief Executive Officer of the Jamaican Petroleum
The results suggest, in effect, that if the PSUV did not Development Fund, Dr Wesley Hughes, a former Financontrol the levers of power, it would most likely have cial Secretary of the country, suggested that even if
lost the election, and this, no doubt increases the dis- Maduro and PUV won the elections, Caribbean counpleasure being expressed by Henrique Capriles, the tries should not expect that the present PetroCaribe and
leader of the New Era party (UNT). Maduro’s victory, economic assistance arrangements would remain the
with his 50.6 per cent also indicates, however, that same. And he felt confident enough to say that “one canwere it not for the extensive assistance dedicated to the didate may be more favourable to a continuation, but it is
working class voters and the unemployed by Chávez, not going to be a continuation in the form that the agreeand his government’s effective control of the electoral ment was structured. I am hopeful, but I am also very
machinery, it is unlikely that his party would have won clear in my mind that we should, as a country be prethe elections.
pared for changes and adjustments.”
It would not be practical to expect that the government
would yield to any more than what would be a normal
confirming of the result of the poll. But on the other
hand, Capriles’s party and other opposition groupings
will be satisfied that after fourteen years of holding the
reins of power, Chávez was essentially unable to
change the voting patterns of the country to any great
extent, leaving as it is now clear, the essential two-party
formulation hardly disturbed.

Hughes, it will be observed, also suggested that although Jamaica had adhered to the repayment terms of
the PetroCaribe arrangement, some other Caricom
countries have not, the implication clearly being that the
managers of the Venezuelan economy, regardless of
who won, would want to be more strict on observance of
commitments made.

CARICOM and Venezuela—PetroCaribe

In this post-Chávez era, it will almost inevitably be the
case that the government will be pressed to examine the
long-term prospects for Venezuela’s oil production and
sales. Indications from the United States that shale gas
(derived from within the country itself) can become a
major source of domestic requirements, to the possible
detriment of Venezuelan exports, will most likely be
taken seriously as the Maduro settles into office.

Post Chavez era

From the countries and governments of the Caribbean
Community of course, there will be initial relief that the
economic assistance arrangements which President
Chávez put in place, are likely to continue into the immediate future. It is of course the case that the Venezuelan economy is in disequilibrium, and that the petroleum exploration infrastructure is in need of much modIt will inevitably be the case that Guyana will want to be
ernization.
exploring the orientation of the Maduro government as
Chávez, resting on his knowledge of the almost inevita- time proceeds. It is true that Guyana’s relations with
ble dependence, in the short to medium term, of the Venezuela are multifaceted, and in some respects are
United States on his county’s petroleum, seemed to feel now to be placed within a context of a continuing of its
that he could ignore, for the time being, the deteriora- relations with significant countries of the South American
tion of the industry’s productive capacity. But Maduro
Continued on next page
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Budget 2013: Old habits die hard
APRIL 18, 2013 | BY KNEWS | EDITORIAL

The noise has subsided. Following the presentation of
the 2013 budget one section of the Parliamentary opposition, the Alliance For Change, submitted a motion that
would allow his party to make amendments to the
budget.

amendment powers, where as recently, as 1995, a
nominal amendment in the form of AU$250,000 reduction was made to Capital Expenditure.
But why should the government object to amendments?
The money is not the government’s and besides, like
the government, the opposition has a duty to protect
the interest of the people. If there are projects that appear to be overpriced then there must be queries. In the
final analysis the people are the ones who pay.

Last year, without a motion, the opposition proceeded to
implement cuts to the budget and sparked a legal action
that only led to a temporary ruling. But there was a caveat to the ruling. The Chief Justice said that he cannot Indeed, there are many unanswered questions about
certain expenditures. We have seen money spent on
enforce his ruling on the national assembly.
projects that turned out to be little more than white eleBut there should not have been all this hullaballoo be- phants. The National Assembly has also seen reports
cause every Member of Parliament should have been au by the Auditor General that the government actually
fait with the Standing Orders and with what they are ex- paid for projects that it never got. If the opposition sees
pected to do on behalf of the people. The National As- these things then it has a
Continued on next page
sembly is authorized to amend the budget. The government admits this yet when the amendment was made
last year there was a legal challenge.
After Venezuela’s elections
Indeed the government announced that Guyana was
treading uncharted territory by virtue of the decision that
the opposition took. One year later and after intensive
debate it turned out that Guyana was not in uncharted
waters. Other parliaments have made amendments to
their budgets.

[continued from Page 8]

continent. It is probably not unlikely too, that the
Maduro government will be listening to voices from
other South American countries including Brazil, which
has a government of left orientation, and which has
been sympathetic to Venezuela.

Therein lies the problem. The government is stuck in the
belief that it has all the powers that it had when it had a
parliamentary majority. It goes to show that when the
opposition voiced objection no one on the government
took notice because they all knew that objection or not,
the government’s views and intentions would remain
unchanged.

For Guyana all this means a determined monitoring of
the evolution of the Maduro government, and the reactions of other countries on the continent to it. In one
sense, the economic assistance provided by the
Chávez government was part of a larger Venezuelan
commitment to South American integration, and to ensuring that South American countries, large and small,
This time around the opposition has the majority so in maintained some capacity in their economic developeffect the deciding views and intentions that would pre- ment policies, to resist pressures from the United
vail are those of the opposition. This is a bitter pill for the States.
government to swallow and easily highlights the sharp
We can expect also, that Maduro will try to resist a subpolitical divisions in the country. Before making the unstantial diminution of the resources made available to
charted comment, why didn’t the government do some
Cuba, as the United States itself begins to seek ways of
research?
finding new forms of influence on that country’s ecoThe Speaker of the House did and found that in 1994, in nomic policymaking. For at this time, Raúl Castro and
the United Kingdom’s House of Commons, admittedly his successors are clearly striving to effect a state-led
operating without a written Constitution that is supreme, modernization of the economy, without completely caan amendment to a budget resolution was carried by pitulating to the evolution of a state capitalist-led economy.
319 to 311 votes.
“In Trinidad and Tobago, the relevant Standing Order
(67) is identical to Guyana’s National Assembly’s Standing Order 76, and gives the House of Representatives
the power to amend by way of a reduction.
In Australia, a country with a written Constitution and
Westminster-styled parliamentary system, the Parliament, contrary to the opinion of some, has retained its

Caricom countries, including even the small ones of the
Eastern Caribbean now dependent on the PetroCaribeAlba arrangements, will do well to harmonise their approaches to Venezuela as policymaking in that country
evolves, and to seek allies, particularly in this hemisphere, whose lips may be closer to Venezuelan ears
than ours are.
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Parliament of the
Cooperative
Republic of Guyana
Note: Click on the headlines to read the articles

Gov't says budget cuts ruling leaves it in precarious position
Demerara Waves: 16 April 2013:

The government says the decision by the Speaker of
the National Assembly to allow cuts to the budget
estimates despite the Chief Justice’s preliminary ruling to the contrary has left it in a precarious position.
At a news briefing called during the break in Tuesday’s consideration of the estimates Attorney General Anil Nandlall said he was convinced that there
was a “serious conceptual difficulty” in understanding
the constitutional role of the National Assembly.
“On the one hand we have the court ruling in a particular manner specifically to say that in accordance
with the constitution of Guyana the National Assembly has no power to cut. That institution call the judiciary under our constitutional construct is the final

Gocool Boodhoo wants to return to
GECOM; Opposition says 'No'
30 March 2013 Demerara Waves

arbiter on what the constitution says and what the
constitution means.
On the other hand you have the National Assembly
… has proceeded to pronounce that it has the power
to cut. So we have now a situation of utter and complete confusion,” Nandlall said.
He added that he believed the situation would be further compounded when acting Chief Justice Ian
Chang gives his final ruling on the challenge to last
year’s budget cuts since it was unlikely to depart
from his preliminary pronouncements.
“As Attorney General I find myself in some great difficulty in advising the government; which one of these
institutions pronouncement we should follow? Should
we follow the parliament, the Speaker’s ruling,
should we follow the court?” Nandlall queried.
He added that he had written Justice Chang voicing
their preference for an early closure ... [Read more]

Chief Registration Officer, Gocool Boodhoo wants to renew
his contract for another three
years, but already the parliamentary opposition parties are
rejecting his return to office.

right to conclude that too much money was voted and
therefore there should be a reduction.

He has indicated that he is desirous of renewing his
contract, a source has said. This is in stark contrast
to Boodhoo telling DemWaves several months ago
that he would have been leaving the post when his
current contract expires on April 30. He is currently
on 35 days leave.

So the National Assembly is firm in its decision that the
opposition is not there to be a rubber stamp to approve
anything brought by the government. There could be
cuts unless the respective Ministries are prepared to
answer questions about the allocations. So far they
have.

Boodhoo’s contract renewal is not automatic as he
would have to undergo a staff appraisal before the
seven-member commission decides his fate.

But then again, as the Speaker said, the Minister of Finance, when reporting to the House, may either report
that his Government accepts the amendments and go
on to report to the House that the estimates have been
approved, as amended, or he may indicate that he is
withdrawing the Estimates entirely since his Government does not accept the amendments and see them
as an indication of lack of confidence in the Government.

If the three pro-government commissioners and three
opposition commissioners are tied on the matter, the
Chairman, Dr. Steve Surujbally has a casting vote.
Boodhoo, as Chief Elections Officer, has been twice
implicated in delivering inaccurate results of general
and regional elections- 2006 and 2011. [Read more]

Budget 2013:

Old habits die hard
[Continued from page 9]

Will the Finance Minister opt for this course? We think
not.
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Guyana’s Parliament and Governance
Budget 2013 Measures
Posted By Christopher Ram On March 29, 2013

1. Support to the Sugar Industry
$1 billion to support the company’s transformation plans
on top of $39.5 billion which the Minister notes was injected to recapitalise the industry and to support its operations over the years.
2. Support to the Guyana Power and Light Inc.
$5.8 billion will be provided to support the company’s
cash flow requirements while $5.4 billion will be provided to support key projects. This is on top of $6 billion
injected in 2012.
3. Linden Electricity
$2.9 billion will be provided to meet the cost of maintaining the electricity subsidy in Linden and Kwakwani
which the Government unsuccessfully tried to remove in
2012.
4. (a) Old Age Pensions
Increase from $10,000 per month in 2012 to $12,500
per month from May 1, 2013.
(b) OAP Electricity Assistance Programme
Assistance of up to $20,000 per annum to each old age
pensioner to pay GPL for
electricity charges incurred. A similar scheme is already in place with GWI.
5. National Insurance Scheme
A 1 percentage point increase in the contribution rate for
both employed and self-employed contributors with the
Government meeting both the employer’s and the employee’s share of the increase where employed persons
had income of not more than $50,000 per month. The
increase is effective June 1, 2013 and is expected to
generate $890 million in revenue for the Scheme per
annum.
6. Property Tax on Companies
With effect from year of assessment 2014, companies
will be charged at the following rates: the first $10 million of net property will be taxed at zero percent, the
next $15 million of net property will be taxed at 0.5 percent, and the remainder of net property will be taxed at
0.75 percent.
The valuation date for the purposes of the property tax
will be revised from January 1, 1991 to January 1, 2011.
7. Property Tax on Individuals
With effect from year of assessment 2014, individuals
will be charged at the following rates: the first $40 million of net property will be taxed at zero percent, and
the remainder of net property will be taxed at 0.75 percent.
The valuation date for the purposes of the property tax
will be revised from January 1, 1991 to January 1, 2011.
8. Mortgage Interest Relief
[read more]

House passes education, justice and
agriculture allocations uncut
Demerara Waves – Wednesday, 17 April 2013.

The National Assembly has unanimously passed
the budget allocations for the education, justice
and agriculture sectors without amendments.
Consideration of the estimates began on Tuesday
following the ruling of Speaker of the House Raphael
Trotman that the Assembly did have the power to
reduce allocations as the opposition has signaled.
Only one allocation, that of the National Drainage
and Irrigation Authority (NDIA), had been proposed to be cut. The AFC had proposed to reduce
the $1.4B allocation to $585M. The opposition parties noted the Auditor General’s recommendation
that the agency should have its own accounting body
instead of its funds being run through the central
ministry yet the practice continued.
APNU’s Volda Lawrence then asked Agriculture
Minister Dr. Leslie Ramsammy to explain what had
been done to remedy the situation. The minister in
his explanation stated that they had applied to the
finance ministry to have an independent account set
up for NDIA to bring it into conformity with the law.
Lawrence also questioned the minister on what was
being done to address the issuing of fuel by the
NDIA, another area that had come in for the Auditor
General’s attention for a number of years. Dr. Ramsammy said they have instituted a system of monthly
reports to the ministry and the NDIA Board to ensure
greater scrutiny of the fuel consumption. He added
that inspections are also carried out and there was
now a centralised depot to address distribution.
Another question on the NDIA centred on what was
being done to ensure that the Authority’s equipment
was not being utilised for private work to which the
minister said there was more active supervision of
work being executed.
His answers appeared to have mollified the opposition members and after almost two and a half hours
of scrutiny the allocations for his ministry were
passed without amendment.
Both Attorney General Anil Nandlall and Education Minister Priya Manickchand were subjected to
about an hour and a half of questioning on their portfolios. Some $28.7B was budgeted for education
while the justice sector is to receive $2.1B.
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Guyana’s Parliament and Governance
House votes against $1.25B for specialty hospital
April 18, 2013 Kaieteur News

-

Nagamootoo says cut not “willy nilly”

Seeing no clear accountability on the part of the government, the opposition controlled National Assembly voted
against the $1.25 billion the government was seeking to
move ahead with construction of the Specialty Hospital.
Moses Nagamootoo of the Alliance For Change (AFC) said
that his party could not in “good conscience” vote for the
project because the government was offering contradictory
explanations especially with regards to the amount of
money that has been spent so far.
The government tried its best to stave off the cuts, but
could not win by an opposition demand that the government “come clean.”
Health Minister Dr Bheri Ramsaran reacts to the budget

The government tried to
use the Parliamentary rules
to prevent the largest coalition bloc APNU from moving that the estimate be reduced to a single dollar. The
Speaker agreed that the notice by APNU did not pass a full
day as required by the rules.
However, Khemraj Ramjattan of the AFC, who had tabled
a notice to cut the budget since last Friday, was allowed to
move his motion to reduce the estimates for the hospital to
zero. The motion was put to a vote and the opposition won
against the government 33-32.
Minister of Health, Dr. Bheri Ramsaran, said that works
done on the site so far included site clearance, reinforce
concrete culverts, drains, and rehabilitation of the eastern
perimeter fence. He said that $52.3 million was being
spent on that.
However, Parliamentarian Annette Ferguson said she had
visited the site and could not see evidence of those works.
Nagamootoo, who lives close to the site, said all he sees
are piles of white sand that paints the imagery of a white
elephant. He said last year what he saw were piles of earth
that he called “the dirty dozen.”
Ramsaran sought to clarify that there were two contracts
for the preparatory stage of the contract.
One of those was given to Bovell Construction. But the
opposition said that too many conflicting figures were being
given. Nagamootoo said that they were told that the contract to Bovell was $29 million and now they were being
told of a new figure of $52 million, and then there was also
a sum of $100 million mentioned in the budget [more]

Opposition axe falls on GPL, NCN and
GINA estimates
April 19, 2013—NNEWS— By Abena Rockcliffe

Even after grilling the government on the nitty-gritty in relation to the affairs of numerous agencies, the opposition,
not satisfied with the answers given, yesterday moved to
slash estimates allocated to three state-owned agencies:
GPL, NCN and GINA.
Just like last year, the allocations set aside in 2013 for the
National Communications Network (NCN) -$81,337,000
and Government Information Agency (GINA) –
$135,858,000, were reduced to $1 each. However, the
capital funding remains as provided for by the government
with NCN having $65M and GINA $13M.
Allocations set aside for Guyana Power and Light
Inc.(GPL) have been cut almost directly in half, as the Minister of Finance had provided 10.2B and that was reduced
by 5.2B, leaving a subvention of $5B for the company.
As a result, Prime Minister Samuel Hinds hinted that Guyanese should brace themselves for more blackouts. He
stated that with the cut in effect, GPL would be having a
hole of about 20 % in what it requires to sustain itself.
Hinds explained that that will most likely result in reduced
purchases of fuel and transformers.
The Prime Minister told the house that the cost at which
electricity is provided in Guyana is mostly as a result of the
“situation”, which he explained, is the cost of petroleum.
In an attempt to point out that Guyana’s situation, as it
relates to electricity rates, isn’t unique, Hinds compared it
to those of Caribbean islands. He said that most Guyanese may see it as an irregular comparison since the
earnings of an average person in Guyana is not the same
as those in countries like Barbados, but he told the House
that “the fact is, when we go to buy things we pay the
same price as anybody else”.
A Partnership for National Unity (APNU)’s Shadow Minister of Finance, Carl Greenidge, told the Prime Minister that
his party wants to be assured that GPL is addressing the
issue of tariff levels and that it is addressed seriously. He
said that APNU would like to see a plan which seriously
addresses the capacity of the company to deliver tariffs in
line “with our capacity to pay.”
Alliance For Change (AFC) Vice- Chairman Moses Nagamootoo noted that even though his party was trying hard
to understand the explanations given, they just weren’t
clear enough, neither were they good enough. Hence both
opposition parties voted for the hefty reduction in allocations for GPL
In the case of NCN and GINA, the opposition was adamant that the entities are not administered professionally,
especially in relation to equal coverage. [ More]

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide

Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com

April 2013

13 GUYANA NEWS
Note: Click on the headlines to read the articles

Pressure mounts on Guyana to review
radio licenses ...
Demerara Waves Friday, 19 April 2013 17:00

The Association of Caribbean Media Workers (ACM)
on Friday called on the Guyana government to overhaul the system for granting radio and television licenses, as condemnation intensifies that most progovernment and ruling party persons were issued
licenses a few short months before Bharrat Jagdeo
departed the presidency.
The Trinidad-headquartered ACM issued the call one
day after government said the licenses that have
been issued by the Jagdeo administration prior to the
November 2011 elections were done under the colonial Post and Telegraph Act.
“The fact that some licenses have been awarded in
the absence of a regime based on transparency and
accountability is regrettable and we insist that even
as other applications are being processed, without
further delay, a full explanation should be forthcoming regarding the process undertaken to award these
licenses,” says the ACM. [Read more]

Guyana and the USA sign “Open Skies
Agreement

Guyana needs to invest more in social
sectors- UNDP official
Demerara Waves March 14, 2013

Guyana has moved up one notch
on the United Nations Human
Development Index, but the
country needs to plough more
resources into the social sectors,
according to UN Development
Programme, Resident Representative Guyana, Ms Khadija Musa.
“It seems from this report, the
recipe for moving is investment in social- education,
health and infrastructure. Those are very key so I
guess Guyana has to expand from where they are in
investments”.
A copy of the report titled ‘Human Development Report 2013 The Rise of the South: Human Progress in
a Diverse World’ was presented by Ms Musa to Foreign Minister, Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett.
Musa said Guyana has “done well”, resulting in the
country now being classified in the ‘Medium Human
Development’ bracket and globally ranked 118 on
the Human Development Index.
The report shows that 12.3 percent of Guyana’s
population is vulnerable to poverty and 1 percent of
the population is in severe poverty. Based on surveys from 2007 to 2011, education accounts for 17.4
percent contribution of deprivation to overall poverty
in Guyana; health 50.4 percent and living standards
32.2 percent.

Second from left seated: Aviation Minister, Robeson Benn (white
shirt) and US Ambassador, Brent Hardt sign the US-Guyana

The way was cleared on Monday for fully liberalized
air transportation of passengers and cargo between
the United States (US) and Guyana, a move that is
being seen as a fillip for overseas-based Guyanese.
“The Guyanese Diaspora, which has its extensive
links of families and friendships, is likely to be one of
the primary beneficiaries of this agreement given that
they make up the most significant elements of expanding air travel between Guyana and the United
States,” said American Ambassador to Guyana,
Brent Hardt. [Read more]

Statistics on Guyana also show that there is a 61 %
employment to population ratio ; 50% youth unemployment; 16% child labour among persons five to 14
years old; 66% freedom of choice; 74.8% satisfaction
with community; 47% perception of safety; 46% trust
in national government; 18.6 homicide rate and a suicide rate of 13.4% among females and 39% among
males.
The UN official added that in Latin America and the
Caribbean, they are three countries (Barbados
(38), Chile (40) and Argentina (45)) in the very
high human development group. There were 19 in
the high human development group and 10 in the
medium human development group, in which Guyana is listed. [See UNDP Report Summary here:
http://hdr.undp.org/en/media/HDR2013_EN_Summary.pdf
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Other News from Guyana
Land Registry to be overhauled

Demerara Harbour Bridge

March 18, 2013. Demerara Waves

Budget Debate: Minister of Transport Robeson
Benn said some $268M was spent on capital works
by the Demerara Harbour Bridge Corporation in 2012
on the structure’s supports, deck and retractor high
span ramp. The minister said the corporation spent
GUY$348.5M in 2011 while making GUY$422M. In
2012 the expenditure was GUY$347M while the
revenue earnings were GUY$432M.

The Land Registry is to be overhauled to improve its
services following a recent audit of the agency, Cabinet Secretary Dr. Roger Luncheon has said.
An audit was commissioned last October and the
findings were submitted to the Cabinet.
“Cabinet endorsed the findings and disclosures
among which were more important ones that the
Land Registry was under-resourced and that in its
functioning there were weaknesses in the management of transactions ” he said.
Principal among the recommendations, he added,
was that the government intended to relocate the
Registry to the former headquarters of the New
Building Society which was recently acquired.
“The second recommendation was the implementation of ICT applications to the functioning of the
Land Registry: e-government, websites, electronic
communication and such like.
A third recommendation was legislative reform to
bring the operations and the functioning of the Land
Registry to level of contemporary norms,” he said.

New US visa application system begins in Guyana
– The United States
Embassy in Georgetown now has a new system to
process non-immigrant visa applications aimed at
improving “service to the public.”
Demerara Waves: March 15, 2013

This, in part, means that the embassy is no longer
accept cash payments for non-immigrant visas but
monies are being paid through the Bank of Baroda.
This is in keeping with a contract between the US
State Department of State and the Computer Services Committee (CSC).
“Applicants will now pay their non-immigrant visa application fees at any branch of Bank of Baroda and
schedule their interview appointments through CSC,
either online or by telephone. Applicants with questions about the new process will be able to call
CSC’s call center, using a local number.
For complete details on how to apply for a nonimmigrant visa to the United States, please visit the
new information and appointment website:
http://usvisa-info.com or call (592) 225-8732. [more]

Benn noted that some GUY300M was earmarked in
this year’s budget for the continued maintenance of
the DHB. He added that the bridge would have to
remain in service for the next six to seven years.
“At the moment we are undertaking a prefeasibility study with a completion in June with
respect to three options for a new Demerara Harbour Bridge. The three options are the Versailles/Houston axis, the Schoonord/Peter’s Hall
axis and the Patentia/New Hope axis.
We anticipate that the bridge has to remain in serviceability for at least a next six to seven years before a new bridge will come into place,” Benn said.
President Donald Ramotar told reporters at a recent
news conference that a tunnel was not out of the
question if it was deemed more affordable.

River Transportation
Budget Debate: Minister of Transport Robeson
Benn says efforts are underway to correct the unhealthy state of local marine transport safety.
At least 18 persons have died as a result of river
accidents since December with the police last
week identifying a nine-year-old girl from Port
Kaituma as the latest victim.
Benn’s comments came on Tuesday April 16, 2013
during the opening of debates on the 2013 budget
estimates. Benn said there was tremendous growth
in speedboat transportation as a result of mining, forestry and their support activities.
“We have had unfortunately a number of accidents
and I would be the first Mr. Speaker to apologise to
the honourable House that we have not gotten on top
of it as yet … in rolling out comprehensively, which
we’re still working on, the safety and other interventions which need to be in place with respect to assuring greater safety on our waterways,” the minister
said.
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Delayed Guyana-Venezuela rice deal puts farmers in cash woes
Demerara Waves—21 April 2013:

Thousands of cash-strapped farmers are in limbo
because Guyana and Venezuela are yet to sign a
new agreement for sale of paddy and rice at lucrative
prices, officials said Sunday.
Junior Agriculture Minister, Ali Baksh and General
Secretary of the Rice Producers Association (RPA),
Dharamkumar Seeraj said they hoped that President
Donald Ramotar and Foreign Affairs Minister Carolyn
Rodrigues-Birkett were able to finalise arrangements
for the signing of a new rice trade agreement with the
Spanish-speaking nation.
“We hope that probably time would have been available for them to have an idea of what took place,”
Baksh told Demerara Waves Online News
(www.demwaves.com) shortly after meeting with a
group of rice farmers at Hampton Court, Essequibo
Coast. He was hopeful that in another two weeks a
Guyanese delegation would travel to Caracas to sign
the new annual agreement
Ramotar and Rodrigues-Birkett, who were in Venezuela last week for the inauguration of newly-elected
President, Nicolas Maduro, were expected to hold
talks with their counterparts about when they would
be ready to ink the deal.
Venezuela pays US$640 per ton for rice and a little

Standing at right: Junior Agriculture Minister, Ali Baksh addressing
rice farmers at Hampton Court, Essequibo Coast. Seated in green Tshirt is RPA General Secretary, Dharamkumar Seeraj.

over US$500 per ton for paddy. Guyana hopes to
sell at least 200,000 tons of rice and paddy to Venezuela this year.
Signing of a successor agreement to the one that
expired last December was delayed by President
Hugo Chavez’s illness and subsequent death as well
as fresh elections and his swearing in last week.
“The entire country has been affected by Venezuela
because we have not bee exporting to Venezuela
and the cash-flow is very slow,” Read more

US-based company set to take over Mahaicony Rice Mills Limited
February 27, 2013 (GINA)

Closure is soon to be brought to the issue of the Mahaicony Rice Mills Limited and the outstanding dues
owed to the rice farmers and the government, according to Agriculture Minister Dr. Leslie Ramsammy.
He said shortly, following the conclusion of an agreement, the mill will be in the hands of a new owner; an
US-based company. However, the new owner must
pay all outstanding dues owed by MRL both to the
rice farmers and to the government before an operations licence is granted.
“The engagement with this international company,
which is between the international company and
MRL for them to take over MRL operations, is contingent on them being given a licence to operate. That
now becomes our responsibility.”

Minister Ramsammy said that to the best of the ministry’s knowledge MRL has paid back to some farmers, some of that money owed. He said, however,
there is still approximately $60M outstanding to farmers while Government is owed approximately $450M.
The Agriculture Minister expects that the changeover
of the mill’s ownership will be completed at the most
in two-weeks and whilst he did not disclose the name
of the potential buyer, as talks are still on-going, he
did say that the US-based company has a great international reputation and is one of the largest and
leading rice traders in the region and the world.
Related story:

Rice farmers protest non-payment of monies
by Mahaicony Rice Mills
May 14, 2012 - Kaieteur News
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Banks DIH gears up for better beer
Demerara Waves– April 19, 2013

Banks DIH Limited has begun its multimillion dollar modernization of its brewery
at Thirst Park to produce large quantities
and higher quality beer.
The company has started the installation of
14 Unitanks at Thirst Park Complex as part
of the Company’s Brewery Modernization programme.
Four of the unitanks each has a storage capacity of
1500 hectolitres while the other 10 can store 900 hectolitres each of products.
Mr. Gavin Todd, Banks DIH Limited Engineering Executive said the main objectives of the project are to
modernize the brewery with state-of-the-art equipment and to increase its capacity. He added that the
Company will also benefit greatly in energy conservation.
“These unitanks are equipped to carry out two different tasks - fermentation and maturation of the prod-

uct. At present three different tanks are
used. With this new system there will be
less movement of the products,” Mr. Todd
noted.
He said the unitanks are fitted with cooling coils which will assist in cooling the
tanks unlike the cold storage rooms that
are currently in place.
The installation is being done by engineers from
Krones AG of Germany with assistance from their
counterparts from Banks DIH Limited.
The modernization of the Brewery also includes the
installation of a Kettle and Wort Cooling System.
Mr. Todd said the estimated time of completion of
Project One will be August 2013.
Banks DIH Limited would like to take this opportunity
to apologise and thank the travelling public who may
have been inconvenienced during the installation of
the vessels.

DDL records GUY$1.2 billion profit; int'l markets driving growth
Demerara Waves– April 19, 2013

Demerara Distillers Limited (DDL) and
subsidiaries have announced the
group's results for the financial year
2012, the company said in a statement.
The Group's profit before tax increased
by 12% in 2012 (after deducting the one
off dividend received from BEV Processors Inc. in 2011 which amounted to
$288M). Turnover increased from $14.6
billion in 2011 to $15.8 billion in 2012,
8.2% growth.

Revenue from the sale of branded
products increased by 23% and for
bulk sales by 29% in 2012.
During the year 2012, the company
responded to popular demand and
reintroduced the once popular brand
Five-O which has received favourable
response in the domestic market.
Chairman Yesu Persaud of DDL The company also successfully
launched a new Ivanoff Vodka Cranreflecting an berry.

In his report, Chairman Dr. Yesu Persaud stated that
“the growth in the DDL Group’s performance was primarily determined by the achievements in the international markets.”
The Chairman said the company continued to focus
on the development of its international markets despite the economic challenges faced by many western countries especially those in Europe, and the
USA. “The ongoing ‘euro crisis’ has impacted our
European operations, but there is every indication
that the situation will improve in the coming year”, he
said.
The growth in international sales has contributed significantly to the increase in the company’s revenue.

The Chairman also noted the improved performances of other subsidiaries in the past year. Particularly encouraging was the turnaround of TOPCO to
profitability after several years of losses. This company made a net profit of $16m compared to a previous year loss of $16.4m. Major improvements in the
operations of Distribution Services Limited were also
recorded as the company commissioned its modern,
upgraded Cash and Carry at Diamond on the East
Bank of Demerara in December 2012.
The Chairman expressed his confidence that the
company’s capability to meet consumer demands in
the future, along with its plans to further upgrade its
operations, has put it in a position for greater success in 2013.
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Mobile Phone Money Transfers come to Guyana
Demerara Waves: 12 March 2013

Guyanese can now transfer funds
and pay some bills whether they are
in the remote hinterland corners of
the country or the densely populated coastland
through their cellular phone on the Guyana Telephone
and Telegraph (GT&T) network.
The transfer-system is being backed by funds held by
the Guyana Bank for Trade and Industry (GBTI) in
keeping with regulations by the Bank of Guyana.
President of International Operations at GT&T’s parent company, Atlantic Tele-Network (ATN) Paul Bowersock, refused say how much the company has invested in the system. He said Guyana was chosen
from among its network participants because of the
vastness of the country.
“We felt like the opportunities serve best with many
remote areas and a large un-banked population. That
made the most sense in terms of the demographics
that will really use and see value in this project,” Bowersock told reporters.
Bowersock said the system is being monitored by the
Bank of Guyana and the Financial Intelligence Unit.
He said plans are on the drawing board to facilitate
international money transfers, shopping directly from
merchants and bank-integration.
Managing Director of GT&T’s Mobile Money, Ishwar
Thakurdin said subscribers could go to any of the 60
vendors across the country to purchase funds for the
payment of bills for Guyana Water Incorporated, Guyana Power and Light’s prepaid meters, Institute of Private Enterprise Development (IPED) and GT&T.
Thakurdin assured that subscribers’ monies would be
safe should they lose their phones because there is a
secret Personal Identification Number (PIN). GT&T
bought the secure system from Mahindra Comviva, a
global mobile solutions provider.
GT&T’s senior officials confirmed that Digicel subscribers would be able to only receive money transfers but they would be unable to use other services
like outbound money transfers and bill-payments.
Bowersock said GT&T “didn’t need to consult” Digicel.
“They are only on the receiving end and not on the
transaction end so any transaction comes from our
phone, comes from our system,” he said.
The mobile wallet system is being widely used in Africa, parts of Latin America and Asia.

GT&T’s Chief Executive Officer, Rada
Krishna Sharma hailed the “next generation” “transformative architecture.”
“What we have is the emergence of
mobile airtime as an alternative currency,” he said.
Chief Executive Officer of GBTI, John Tracy said
initially the idea appeared to be competition for the
bank but later issues such as cost, impact on the
bank’s regular service and the quality of mobile
money service were ironed out. “Competition not
withstanding, this was something that we saw could
benefit the people of this country and since we are
committed to that we said ‘yes’ to the partnership,”
he added. Tracey said GBTI’s 11 branches, including the branch that opened in Port Kaituma on Monday, would support GT&T’s mobile money.

Electricity loss pegged at 31 percent,
majority to theft - GPL
Demerara Waves: 19 March 2013

The Guyana Power and Light Inc. (GPL) has
pegged its electricity loss at 31 percent with some
more than half of that going to theft.
This was revealed at a media engagement on
Wednesday which the company held to brief reporters on its plans, challenges and operations.
“What is really disheartening, what is a blot on our
society, on all of us, is the high level of commercial
losses.
The occurrence of theft seems to pervade our society at all levels, geographically, all of the different
splinters into which we speak of Guyanese as being
splintered. It appears from the electricity end that all
the splinters are together in commercial losses of
electricity and that’s a terrible thing,” Prime Minister
Samuel Hinds told reporters.
The PM, who holds the energy portfolio, noted the
objections by consumers to paying for the losses
and added that that was the only way the cashstrapped company could survive.
“If we took a position that customers should only
pay what they use and not consider losses one of
the charges to be included in the cost, if that were to
be the situation the electricity utility would be forced
to close its doors soon, it would not have money to
buy fuel and keep itself running,” he stated. [More]
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New drug warehouse to cut losses on expired drugs
Demerara Waves March 8, 2013

Amid concerns that millions of dollars of expired
drugs go to waste annually, Guyana on Friday March
8, 2013, officially commissioned a brand new warehouse to systematically procure and distribute drugs.
The 2010 Auditor General’s Report states that
GUY$30.955 million worth of expired drugs was destroyed and at that there was still a large quantity of
expired pharmaceuticals in stock. The Auditor General’s 2011 report states that the Georgetown Public
Hospital Corporation had dumped GUY$49.498 million in expired drugs.
Addressing the formal commissioning of the Ministry of Health’s
new Supply Chain Management
Complex at Diamond, East Bank
Demerara, Health Minister Dr.
Bheri Ramsarran emphasised
that the new facility would help
drastically cut down on the
amount of drugs that is left on
hand until it is expired.

GPHC’s new warehouse to procure and distribute drugs

wastage due to poor warehousing,” he added.

Health Minister
Dr. Bheri Ramsarran

“This facility now can allow us to
cut away at the cost of expired drugs,” Ramsarran
said,
Pledging that the Health Ministry would be open to
scrutiny and tests for value for money by the Auditor
General and internal auditors, the Health Minister
added that cost-savings could go towards financing
the operations of the Supply Chain Management
Complex.
They include a hefty electricity bill to cater for massive air conditioning of the complex and the possible
need for “superior management.”
In a message, the US’ Global AIDS Coordinator,
Eric Goosby pointed out that now that pharmacists
and supply chain workers have been trained, procurement strengthened, and warehousing and distribution improved; it is time to hand over operations to
the Guyana government.
“The next step is to ensure that Guyana's Materials
Management Unit fully absorbs the capacity built
through the U.S. government's technical support,
while the Government of Guyana focuses on managerial and financial oversight,” said Goosby.
“Too much, too long we have experienced too much

The 20,000 square meter warehouse was jointly
funded by the United States President’s Emergency
Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), through the US
Agency for International Development and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the World
Bank, the Inter-American Development Bank, Global
Fund and the Guyana government.
Authorities say the facility has built-in temperaturecontrolled rooms to ensure that medicines do not expire prematurely. It will make use of efficient and
modern inventory systems to prevent spoilage and
facilitate timely acquisition of needed medicines,
while ensuring that Guyana's
population has access to pharmaceutical products of the highest
quality.
US Ambassador to Guyana,
Brent Hardt said the Supply
Chain Management Complex was
an example of his government’s
thrust of wiser investments in battling HIV and AIDS.

US Ambassador to Guyana
Brent Hardt

“This new warehouse will significantly improve Guyana’s storage and distribution capacity for HIVrelated and essential drugs by housing all medicines
under one roof and in the best conditions,” said
Hardt.
He added that the facility would streamline the supply chain for those commodities and ensure Guyana’s population has regular access to products of
the highest quality. [Demerara Waves - click to see
comments regarding this article]
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OLPF gears for new distribution phase
MARCH 4, 2013 GINA

With about 26,000 laptops distributed to date, the One
Laptop Per Family (OLPF) programme is about to commence a new phase following today’s signing of another
grant aid agreement between Minister of Finance Dr.
Ashni Singh and Chinese Ambassador to Guyana Zhang
Limin.
The signing, witnessed at the Office of the President today
after a testimonial by beneficiary Karen Scholl and a video
presentation, catered for the release of 28,145 laptops
valued US$8M.

164 graduate from Youth Empowerment training in Region Ten
Georgetown, GINA, February 28, 2013

Over 160 citizens of Region Ten [Upper DemeraraBerbice] which encompasses Linden its administrative
capital, are now empowered to enter the work force, provide goods and services to their fellow Guyanese and
even become entrepreneurs.
This realisation has been made possible with the graduation of 115 youths from the National Training Programme for the Youth Empowerment (NTPYE) and 49
from the single parent component.

The programme, pioneered by former President Bharrat
Jagdeo, was launched three years ago, giving priority to
the less fortunate families in Guyana. The project is premised on the philosophy that Information Communications
Technology (ICT) skills are advantageous to growth and
development in today’s economies.
The Government of Guyana programme is operated by
OLPF teams working at the Secretariat in Queenstown
where application and registration are facilitated, and training hubs set up at various locations across the country to
edify the beneficiaries.

The trainees who graduated from the NTPYE programme

Minister of Finance Dr. Ashni Singh and Chinese Ambassador to
Guyana Zhang Limin with the new batch of laptops at the commencement of the new OLPF distribution phase

Project Consultant Dario McAlmon disclosed that applications to date have recorded about 90,000.
“OLPF has already been having an impact among the recipients who we now term members of the OLPF family,”
McAlmon said prior to showing of the video that identified
areas and people whose lives have been changed as a
result of the programme.
The Government of China is a major partner in the project,
sourcing Chinese companies like Haier and recently Great
Wall Computer which was awarded the “Most Faithful Enterprise in 2012”. [Read more]

The graduates from the Single Parents aspect of the Board of
Industrial Training (BIT) programme.

Programmes such as heavy-duty operator, mechanic, garment construction, catering, cosmetology, pharmacy assistant, nurse aide, child care assistant, cake decorating,
electrician and clerks are some of the courses offered by
the Board of Industrial Training (BIT). [Read more]
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TOURISM
Note: Click on the headlines to read the articles

Guyana Sweeps Sustainable Tourism Awards
News Americas, PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad,
Fri. April 19, 2013: The South American nation
of Guyana on Thursday swept the 2013 Sustainable Tourism Awards in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, a year after hosting the 13th annual Sustainable Tourism Conference.
Guyana won three of the six top awards, presented by the Caribbean Tourism Organization
in collaboration with Travel Mole, which recognizes individuals, groups, organizations or companies throughout the CTO member states.
Guyana’s Karanambu Lodge won the top award – the Caribbean Excellence in
Sustainable Tourism Award.
Also winning were the National Trust of Guyana which claimed The Heritage
Protection Award; the Guyana Marine Turtle Conservation Society, which won
the Biodiversity Conservation Award.
[Full report in this article Guyana wins big at CTO Conference]

Adel’s Rainforest Resort
Ariantze Sidewalk Hotel Café and
Jazz Club
Banganara Island Resort

Blue Wave Apartment Hotel
Bradsville Apartments
Cara Hotels
El Dorado Inn
Evergreen Adventures
Grand Coastal Inn
Herdmanston Lodge
Hurakabra River Resort
Hotel Tower – Emerald Tower
Resort
Iwokrama Canopy Walkway

Millennium Manor Hotel opens
April 5, 2013- (Demerara Waves)

Iwokrara Forest -

A spanking new 15-room hotel opened
its doors on today with a promise by a
government to help market the
GUY$160 million facility as well as
other small hotels.

Kanuku Suites
Le Grand Penthouse Hotel

"What we are going to do to ensure
that the small hotels have a competitive advantage is to work with them in
creating the packages, work with them
Left to Right: Master of Ceremonies, Bobby
in the marketing component, which is a
Vieria; Tourism Minister, Irfan Ali; hotelier
very expensive aspect of the hotel Yonette and Lancelot Bacchus, and Transport
Minister, Robeson Benn.
business, to help drive traffic to those
hotels," he said.
eventually re-migrate. He praised the
Located on Hadfield Street just east of State’s investment facilitation arm, GoCamp Street, the Millennium Manor Invest, for realising his dream.
Hotel is owned by a United States- Asked when he expected Millennium
based Guyanese couple, Lancelot and Manor Hotel to begin at least breaking
Yonette Bacchus.
even, he said that even if it does not
“I see Guyana holding a great future happen in the near future he hoped
ahead so I decided to join the team that his children “would inherit some of
from early so when the big picture is my hard work.”
here I’m already in the picture,” he told “It might not be profitable as a new
Demerara Waves Online News.
venture but we did that (a study) and
Bacchus said that after his more than we saw that it will be profitable as long
20 years and his wife’s more than 30 as the hotel remains filled,” he said.
years in the US they have decided to [read more]
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Pegasus Hotel

Princess Hotel
Radisson Apartment Suites
Regency Suites Hotel
Rock View Lodge, Rupununi
Roraima Airways, Hotels and
Companies
Sleepin International Hotel
Splashmins Resort

Surama Eco-Lodge Rupununi
Status International Hotel

Timberhead Eco-Resort
Trans Guyana Airways
Wilderness Explorers
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Elaine Ville Housing Development - Guyana
See video: click link below

Elaine Ville Video
Build your own dream home from
a choice of large lots in a new upscale
development

Read: Elaine Ville advertisement

Located at:

New Providence
East Bank, Demerara
Guyana South America
.. Just minutes from Georgetown

> Concrete drains,
> Concrete roads,
> Potable Water Supply,
> Electricity,
> Recreational Park
Local Financing available
See website link below for more information on this development as well as
its location and contact details. Also
view this video below:
View: Elaine Ville Video
Read: Elaine Ville advertisement
For more details go to our website at:

http://www.elaineville.com/
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Blue Wave Apartments
Very Nicely Appointed. In
the Heart of Georgetown.
Tastefully equipped with
one double bed or two single beds, air conditioning,
television, telephone, hot
and cold water; coffee
maker and other kitchen
facilities.
Rooms from US$70 per night

8-9 North Road . Bourda .
Georgetown . Guyana
Tel:+592 226 1418/ 1417 .
Fax:+592 226 2742
Inquiries +592 227 8897
Website for Reservations
[website being redesigned
- Please Call or Fax]
About Blue Wave
When Blue Wave first opened its doors in 1992 it introduced to the city what is now familiarly called the
Blue Wave Experience. Blue Wave is centrally located in Georgetown within easy reach of a variety of
tourist attractions including the Dutch Bottle Café.
Situated on North Road, Bourda, the Apartments
overlook the scenic Merriman’s Mall - a shady
promenade that many locals use for times of quiet
reflection. Eastward lies the National Zoo nestled in
the beautiful Botanical Gardens.
Or perhaps you may wish to experience the tropical
atmosphere of the Bourda Municipal Market and
sample some of the lush fruits that are part of the
daily fare. Just a little further is the world’s tallest
wooden church, the St. George’s Cathedral which is
itself a “stone’s throw” from the main shopping district.
So much to see and experience - and Blue Wave is
strategically located to allow you to savour these
sites.

MOST POPULAR ON THE BLOG
TOP 30 - All-Time from Feb 2010 to present
Click item to view

1. Botlahle – Winner Of South Africa’s Talent 2012 –
2. GUYANA and CARIBBEAN RECIPES
3. Famous People of Guyanese Heritage
4. The Mighty Sparrow – 100 songs and videos –
5. Fruits of Trinidad and Tobago – and Guyana
6. Guyanese Online – Introduction
7. TAKUTU BRIDGE – Rupununi. Guyana
8. Guyanese Parrots – comedy
9. Mitt Romney & the Mormon Curse Upon Black People
– 3 videos
10. Old Jet Magazines – from 1950 onwards
11. Real Old Guyana Calypso – Bill Rogers
12. Guyana – Original Folk Songs
13. Living in Guyana – slide show
14. The End Of Johnnie Walker – reports inaccurate
15. “Go Brave! – Obama” by Singing Francine
16. Guyana Floods – March 2012 – floods in Georgetown
17. Come Visit Guyana – video
18. Barbados – Scotland’s Sugar Slaves – 4 videos
19. Last Lap Lime 2011 – Toronto – Photo album
20. New Mega Shopping Center opened in Georgetown –
21. World Maps – This is a fantastic information tool
22. Lighthouse – Georgetown Guyana
23. Guyanese on People’s Court
24. MASH 2011 Photos
25. Bring Back Anansi-Diana Chapman-video
26. “Little Richard” – the entertainer
27. Heart Surgeon Admits Huge Mistake! – By Dwight
Lundell, MD
28. ON THE STREET WHERE I LIVED in B.G.
29. Guyanese among 110 busted in mega credit card scam
30. Obama songs – 2012 Elections – 3 videos
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Note: Click on the headlines to read the articles

BLOG ENTRIES - March 2013
Total views for March 2113 = 110,854
Highly indebted Caribbean Airlines shedding staff
2. Sacred Heart Church to be reopened in December 2013
3. Miss Israel meets President
Obama…. picture
4. Reflections on Easter Sunday
5. US$200M Skeldon Sugar Factory seen as a
letdown – Luncheon
6. Guyana Medical Relief Association in Los
Angeles – Independence Dance – May
25, 2013
7. CGX releases new estimate for gas, oil in
Corentyne licence
8. COFONA – Friends of New Amsterdam –
Sunday Brunch – May 5, 2013 – Brooklyn NY
9. School Answering Machine in Australia –
video – funny!
10. Nascar Driver Jeff Gordon drives car salesman berserk – Funny!
11. How to make work-life balance work –
2 Videos
12. Cricket: Jamaican Dave Cameron elected
WICB president
13. Ramotar and Granger Celebrate Phagwah in
Diverse Guyana – pictures
14. Brazilian Air show - love to Guyana’s sky
15. Government unveils $208.8B (app
US$1.04B) National Budget -video
16. Martin Luther King Jr.- Quotes You Never
Heard – with pictures
17. Holi or Phagwah + Phagwah songs – 13 videos autoplay
18. U.S. soldier reflects on Guyana’s international airport during World War II
19. The Spring Festival Phagwa, or Holi Caribbean Style – Latchman Kissoon
1.

20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

Guyana: Latest news for March 25, 2013
from Capitol News – videos
Guyana: MacKenzie/ Linden – 100 year Anniversary 1913-2013
Watooka House in 2009
The Demerara Essequibo Railway (DER)
Time for open debate, secret balloting at
PPP Congress – Ramkarran
The Cashew Tree: Lessons in Facing Adversity
The Next Big Thing Blog Hop!
Tribute to Chinua Achebe by Leonard Dabydeen
Cricket: Windies sweep series
against Zimbabwe
One Hundred Years of Aviation in Guyana –
by M.G. Joseph G. Singh
Very dismal performance at all sugar estates
in 2012 – Tony Vieira
QC Alumni Association – Toronto: Newsletter
for March 2013
Chutney Music – featuring Guyana’s Terry
Gajraj – autoplay 10 videos
Visit by Officials of the Embassy of Guyana
to Torrance, Los Angeles, CA
Guyanese prepared foods and fruits in pictures + video
Media refuse to accept biased distribution of
radio licences
No meaningful discussions on the budget –
letter by Carl Greenidge
Blame sharing on budget talks re
2013 Budget
Radio and TV licenses have been haphazard
for over two decades – PM Hinds
Researchers link Superstorm Sandy to severe Arctic ice loss
Continued on the next page

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide

Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com

24

April 2013

BLOG ENTRIES
Note: Click on the headlines to read the articles

BLOG ENTRIES - March 2013 (cont’d)
Continued from the previous page

40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.

57.
58.
59.

New US visa application system begins
in Guyana
The Plight of America's Low-Wage Workers
AFC’s Nigel Hughes admitted to Caribbean
Heart Institute + updates
Wealth Inequality in America – Infographics video
Mega farm by Barbados investors taking
shape in Rupununi
No place for abuse in political discourse –
Ramkarran
Linden Commission of Enquiry Compensation:- letter by Red Thread
The Shocking Truth About Your Health –
video
XGDF Association of NYC – Reunion Dance
– April 13, 2013
Guyanese Film Screening & Benefit Event in
NYC – April 6, 2013
Al Green – 100 Top Tracks – videos ..autoplay
Pope Francis – The first southern pope –
commentary
Gov’t, opposition unite on motion to clean
up Georgetown
“The Cab Ride” – a philosophical message +
music video
New York Tutorial Support Group – Annual
Breakfast – April 13, 2013
Guyana lacks political will to prosecute drug
trafficking organizations – USA
Rooting out corruption is vital to a country’s
development says British High Commissioner
to Guyana
Flood Control – in The Netherlands – articles
and videos
Chavez – letter by Eusi Kwayana
Companies Petition FDA to Allow Unlabeled

Use of Aspartame in Dairy Products
60. Guyana: British Guiana 1959 to 1961- with
2009 updates – photos
61. Mobile money transfers come to Guyana –
article + video
62. Guyana Passport Renewals – Los Angeles,
CA. USA
63. Sluice Gate Collapses and inundates Kingston Georgetown – video + updates
64. The Guyana Story – From Earliest Times to
Independence by Odeen Ishmael
65. “The 1980 Guyana Constitution is Illegal” –
Lionel Peters
66. Carnegie School – 80 year anniversary +
feature on Magda Pollard
67. History: The 1913 Rose Hall Uprising at
Rose Hall
68. Corruption: Peter Eigen: How to expose
the corrupt
69. Three myths about corruption – Afra Raymond, Trinidad
70. Shanghai love market -video
71. THE HUSBAND – jokes + Mighty Sparrow:
“Lying Excuses”
72. “Hey Jude” – Trafalgar Square London –
Karaoke style video
73. MAKING MUSIC by Ron Persaud
74. Workers' Woes in Brazil
75. Guyanese Online Newsletter – April 2013
76. Notable Guyanese who died in 2012
77. Thieves are getting more sophisticated …
follow these rules.
78. Father of all humankind is 340,000 years old
79. Guyana Trade, Tourism and Investment
EXPO 2013 - Georgia USA
80. Saint Stanislaus Alumni: Spring Fling – April
6, 2013 – Toronto
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BLOG ENTRIES - March 2013 (cont’d)
Continued from the previous page

81. Guyana Berbice Association: DC Chapter –
Dance March 30, 2013
82. Venezuela’s Foreign Policy Without Chavez:
Is this the End of ALBA?
83. REUTERS: Obituary: Hugo Chavez
84. Guyana-born Deborah Persaud: HIV Clinician First, Scientist Second
85. Blairmont Estate sugar workers say they
have lost confidence in their Union – video
86. President Ramotar lashes out at the opposition – Nagamootoo responds – 2 videos
87. Mash 2013 video – featuring Bryan Max photos and calypsos
88. How the Food Giants Hooked Americans on
Junk Food – Michael Moss
89. Jumo Primo- “Nosey People” – “One People
One Nation One Destiny” – 2 videos
90. Chinese businesses must employ, teach
Guyanese – private sector arm
91. Is the PPP now into Censorship? by
Ralph Seeram
92. Eddy Grant – the Ringbang man and a national icon is a ‘Special Person’
93. International Women's Day 2013: Remembering Kowsilla of Leonora
94. Eddy Grant is 65 on March 5, 2013 – see
‘Interview in Barbados” videos
95. BBC Future of Food – Part 3: Cuba
96. BBC Future of Food – Part 2: Senegal
97. REUTERS reports on new calypso songs
banned from airwaves
98. “CABINET BOOTS” – by Eusi Kwayana –
regarding banned calypsos
99. Robeson Benn defends intervention in calypso playing
100. Guyanese Online Entries: Most popular –
February 2013

CRICKET:

New WICB president welcomes moves
to end Guyana cricket dispute
GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Wednesday April 10, 2013

New President of the West Indies Cricket Board
(WICB) Dave Cameron has welcomed efforts in
Guyana to resolve a lingering cricket dispute between the government and the Guyana Cricket
Board (GCB). Cameron has been in Georgetown
holding talks with the major players involved in the
conflict stemming from a disputed 2011GCB election.
Last December a Cricket Administration Bill was tabled in parliament to include a new constitution for
the GCB. ““There is a bill before parliament and I
think we will get that resolved in a couple of weeks
and… you will have international cricket back in Guyana in very short order”.
The Government and GCB have been locked in an
impasse over the establishment of a Government
backed Interim Management Committee (IMC) following the disputed elections.
The WICB has endorsed the GCB while refusing to
recognize the IMC headed by former West Indies
captain Clive Lloyd to oversee the administration of
the game. (CMC)

BLOG STATISTICS
March 2013

Views for March 2013 = 110,854
(month record)

The major viewers were from these countries
Country / Views

United States 56,055

Canada

United Kingdom 6,568

Trinidad and Tobago

Guyana

22,412

3,927

3,646

Total Views at March 31, 2013 = 1,139,148
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