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Guyana Flood Analysis - Cyril Bryan 

 
Guyana has always had floods during heavy rainfall. We all know that much.  
However, this flood is "very unusual": with the amount of rainfall in such a short period, 
and the incapability of the government to warn the people of the impending weather 
and to have proper drainage systems in working order.  
 
First- This is NOT the rainy season... and the rainfall is extremely higher than that 
experienced during the rainy season which corresponds with the "hurricane season". 
This should be a warning of more floods in the future.  
 
Second: Irrespective of what the "officials" say, the sea and drainage defenses have 
been neglected. Only 10 of the 140+ pumps on the East Coast are in working order. The 
drainage systems of sluices or kokers are no longer in even the working order of colonial 
times.  
 
Third: Many of the new housing areas on the East Coast of Demerara were built on low 
lying pasture land; many initially by squatters, these areas never had the drainage 
systems of the established villages which were built in the 1900's. However, with the 
breakdown of the drainage systems even these villages are "in the same boat".  
 
Fourth: Guyana's drainage system was designed by the Dutch. They were the rulers in 
Guyana from 1581-1781 (thus the many Dutch names), at the height of the sugar 
plantation development along the coastline. The Dutch are best in polder and below sea 
level drainage systems, as they now live many feet below sea level. After the British 
officially took over Guyana in 1814, they continued and extended the Dutch systems, 
however, without much Dutch input. For the last 60 years we have seen the gradual 
filling in of canals, the destruction or neglect of kokers or sluices which aid natural 
drainage at low tides. The installation of pumps are now required, but they are more 
expensive to buy and run, break down, and need frequent maintenance. The natural 
drainage systems developed by the Dutch were superior; properly maintained they are 
able to rapidly drain the land. Pumps should only be used at high tides. Maybe windmills 
for pumping water, like the Dutch still use in their thousands, could be another 
inexpensive solution.  
 
Fifth: From reports I have had, South Georgetown and other areas usually have flooding 
with even moderate showers. The drainage systems are now ineffective as there are 
few canals to the Demerara River that are able to ensure proper drainage. The 



Demerara River also needs dredging to ensure rapid outflows to the ocean at low tide. 
Now the whole city was affected and the coastline as well. Everyone can now appreciate 
what some less fortunate people have to live with many times during the year. 
Guyanese may now appreciate that "We are all in the same boat". You cannot have 
private wealth in public squalor and expect not to be touched either by nature (floods), 
or fires ... and an ineffective fire service... or public disorder due to a feeling of living in 
an "unfair society".  
 
Sixth: There is another even more frightening issue. The weather patterns of the world 
are in turmoil. We are seeing more severe weather in many parts of the world. There 
may be more severe rains in the region in the future.... added to the rising sea levels. 
There is no doubt that "Global Warming" in play right now. The North and South Pole 
icebergs are melting more rapidly than was thought and reported. These are facts that 
we have to be aware of when thinking of Guyana's future. How much though has been 
put into preparing the country for sea level rises of at least three feet in the coming 
years? Many scientists have sounded the warning and feel that it will be even higher as 
the century progresses. Check the Internet...  
 
Even without a rising ocean and higher tides, we have had for many years, a serious 
situation of drainage and irrigation that needs technical help from the Dutch and real 
implementation from people who know what they are doing. In Guyana there are too 
many "experts" in charge that really do not have a clue. Those who may have some 
ideas are either retired or write letters to the newspapers that are duly criticized and 
ignored. Guyana is a beautiful country with architecture that is truly priceless, and able 
to attract countless visitors. The people of Guyana are accepted as the most hospitable 
in the Region. Before the 1950's, other West Indians came to Georgetown to see our 
wide beautiful streets and avenues, and botanical gardens, flora and fauna. We were 
considered the most advanced of all the colonial territories that was why we got the 
1953 constitution, for self governance before other territories in the Caribbean. We all 
know what has happened since then with our so-called independence.  
 
This flood will have long-lasting effects. It will affect present and future development if 
people feel they will recur often. For Guyana to survive and not be a "failed state", a lot 
has to be done with the way it is managed. Today, overseas Guyanese contribute about 
30% of the GDP of the country through remittances to relatives and investments. The 
political situation has created economic stagnation as there is no long-term security. 
Now we have these serious floods. If overseas Guyanese turn their back on the 
untenable situation there, and there is further outflow of investment and people, 
especially the educated people, then there will surely be an even more critical situation. 
The donor countries are getting tired of the situation in Guyana, and without their help 



Guyana will be in even greater straits. As President Carter said a few months ago. I 
paraphrase.... Guyana has the most potential that has shown the least progress ... of all 
of the countries he was involved with. They were therefore closing their offices and 
going to more needy areas.  
 
Lastly, Guyana has to deal with the new reality of the Caribbean Single Market and 
Economy and The Free Trade of the Americas. These two realities will change the 
internal monetary and investment controls within the country. It will also introduce 
external players that will eventually, over time create a Guyana that is quite different 
from the present one…...A Guyana that is vibrant, with people coming in from other 
countries and investing. We may even see overseas Guyanese thinking of doing the 
same in a more concerted fashion. This will not happen with the present way the 
country is run and managed.  
 
These floods will last for some time and will be a wake-up call for everyone. The 
aftermath must see a clean-up and rebuilding with a focus on abolishing NATO (No 
Action - Talk Only) in the country. Top-Down Management does not work in companies 
or in Governments. Revert to the establishment of the colonial village councils with local 
accountability, with elections every two years to keep things vibrant, ensure local 
management transparency, public accounts for all to see, and Local Relief Centers in 
each village to ensure that relief is properly delivered and distributed in emergencies 
Believe me ... this involvement of people at the "grass roots" and self help will ensure 
true democracy and put pressure on the "central government" to better account for its 
expenditures and decisions.  
 
As I see it the future of Guyana is in all our hands. We are at the crossroads. All 
Guyanese, and especially overseas Guyanese who contribute to the economy, and who 
aid their families and various groups, have to make their voices heard, (even though we 
do not have the vote, or have to wait seven years to run for President).... If Guyanese 
and especially overseas Guyanese give up on Guyana because of the political and 
economic mis-management over the last 50 years, then we may as well kiss "Guyana" 
goodbye.... Here come the Brazilians from the south, as the coastlands slowly sink under 
the sea.... It has already started ... learn Portuguese real fast!  
 
Cyril Bryan  
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