
Guyanese-Canadian Ned Blair Awarded 
Queen Elizabeth II's Diamond Jubilee Medal 
 

By Ron Cheong  

 

 DR. Eric Hoskins MPP, Ned Blair VP NEPMCC, Dr. Rosemary Sadlier President OBHS and Dr. Marc Garneau MP 

 

Guyanese born Canadian Ned Blair has been awarded the Queen Elizabeth II's Diamond 
Jubilee Medal for outstanding community service.  Federal Member of Parliament Jim 
Karygiannis made the presentation at the National Ethnic Press and Media council of Canada 
(NEPMCC) annual dinner at the Cypriot community Centre in Toronto.  Blair is Vice-President of 
NEPMCC.  

Karygiannis expressed his personal satisfaction at being involved in the presentation of the 
award to Blair and formally conferred the medal with the declaration, “On behalf of Her Majesty 
Queen Elizabeth II, I am pleased to award you the Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Medal 
created to mark the 60th anniversary of her Majesty’s accession to the throne. In granting you 
this honour, I thank you for your dedicated service to your peers, to your community and to 
Canada.  The contributions made to our nation are most commendable and deserve our praise 
and admiration.  I wish to convey to you the heartiest congratulations from your fellow 
Canadians to which I add my own.”       

NEPMCC President Thomas Saras echoed the sentiment.  He endorsed comments of a well-
deserved recognition voiced by of others in attendance and thanked Blair for his services to 
their organization.  



Guests and well-wishers included Dr. Eric Hoskins MPP former Minister of Immigration and 
Liberal leadership Candidate, Dr. Rosemary Sadlier President of the Ontario Black History 
Society, Dr. Marc Garneau MP and former Astronaut, Bas Balkissoon MPP, Rathika 
Sitsabaiesan MP, Dr. Eric Pierre Haiti's Honorary Consul General in Toronto, Dr. Vidhya Tota-
Maharaj Trinidad and Tobago’s Consul General, Danny Doobay Guyana’s former Honorary 
Consul General, Nadine Mendez Jamaica’s Consul and Head of Chancery and many others. 

Ned immigrated to Canada in 1972 but remained anchored in the duty to community service he 
was immersed in while growing up.  His father Inspector John Blair was a non commissioned 
officer with the Guyana Police Force who was transferred several times during his career while 
working his way up through the ranks.  As a result Ned and his brother, both sprint champions, 
attended schools in Georgetown, Hopetown, New Amsterdam and Linden.  Many pleasant 
recollections were laid down in the course of those years such as for instance the memories of 
himself and young friend Sam Hinds whose future wife Yvonne’s house backed on to theirs in 
what was then MacKenzie.   

Ned retained strong ties to Guyana after the move to Canada with membership in several 
associations including the Essequibo Association, the Hopetown Association which he co-
founded and the Guyana Berbice association of which he is a lifetime member.    

He has given generously of his time in the Guyana Diaspora.  The first time the Golden Arrow 
was raised at Toronto City Hall to commemorate Guyana’s independence-day celebrations Ned 
organized the event along with an Inter-faith Service.  This was in 1992.   

That same year he also collaborated with Queens University Teaching Hospital in Kingston, 
Ontario, to bring about the Queen’s Medical Outreach program which arranged for medical 
students to do research among the indigenous people in the interior of Guyana.  While 
contributing to improving the health of residents in the hinterland students were able to earn 
credits towards their degrees. 

He has also worked with the Adventist Development Relief Organization (ADRF) to bring 
critically ill Guyanese children to Sick Kids Hospital for treatment.  And he has been involved in 
sending medical and school supplies to Guyana.  As an all round resource and support over the 
years he has been a volunteer at the Guyana Festival and Guyana Awards, helping to enhance 
the quality and range of events each year.  

After successful treatment for prostate cancer Ned turned adversity into opportunity in 1999 by 
forming the African Caribbean Cancer Forum in collaboration with the Canadian Cancer 
Society, the Princess Margaret Hospital and Sunnybrook Cancer Center 

Through an abundance of energy, strong motivation, a pro-active approach to life and 
committed interest in people’s welfare, the scope of his involvement and achievements are 
legion.  If there is a common thread throughout his multifaceted career it is his dedication to 
community service.  He continues to wears a wide range of hats ranging from working on behalf 
of seniors to being President of the Organization of the Black Tradesmen and Tradeswomen of 
Ontario, an organization which has been instrumental in opening more than 800 apprenticeship 
training opportunities for Black youth.   

Blair is listed in Who’s Who in Canada and Who’s Who in Black Canada.  He’s received 
numerous awards including the President's Award from The Organization of Black Tradesmen 
and Tradeswomen of Ontario (1993), the Harry Jerome Award for Community Service (1999), 
the Anthurium Award for creating awareness for Cancer in the Black community (2001), the 
Guyana Award for Outstanding Service to the Guyanese and Canadian Community (2004) and 
the Planet Africa Award for Volunteering (2008). 


