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SYMPOSIUM 2012 IN GUYANA 

 
AN IMMERSIVE EXPERIENCE 

 

•WORKSHOPS ON MASQUERADE MUSIC, 
COSTUME DESIGN, IMAGE MAKING, THE POETICS OF MASQUERADE 

• BAD COW COMPETITION 
• THEATER GUILD SEASON “MASQUERADE HERITAGE” 

 
 
 

Responding to its mission to preserve, promote, and propagate Guyana’s 
cultural heritage, the Guyana Cultural Association of New York, Inc. will in 
December 2012 partner with Guyana’s Department of Culture to present 
the 2012 symposium during Masquerade season. 
 
Over the past few years, GCA has been dismayed with reports that the art 
form has been increasingly described as a nuisance.  Further, there is also 
evidence of the decline in the number of masquerade bands evident during 
the Christmas masquerade season and at important national moments.   
 
This condition could be partially explained by the lack of information and 
appreciation of the history and creativity of this quintessential Guyanese art 
form.  Heartened by the success in delivering a masquerade curriculum to 
Caribbean youth during GCA’s Caribbean Heritage Camp held last summer 
in New York; evidence of efforts in Guyana’s private and public sectors to 
preserve and promote the art form; and the increasing international critical 
attention to Margaret Lawrence’s narrative film Tradition, the Guyana 
Cultural Association of New York has decided to partner with Guyana’s  
Department of Culture to stage its 2012 symposium on the theme 
“Masquerade Lives” in Guyana during the traditional December 
masquerade season. 
 
Based on current plans, it will be more than a symposium—it would be 
more like an immersive experience. 
 
What follows are current details: 



Symposium:  December 13th and 14th, 2012:  Georgetown, Guyana. 
The Call for Participation has been circulated.  The details are available on-
line at www.guyfolkfest.org. Potential topics include but are not limited to: 
 
• Origins of the art form 
• Immigration, class, and transferal and 
transmission of masquerade 

• The poetics of the masquerade: literary expressions 
• Masquerade as graphic text (PAINTING) 
• Costuming: meaning and subtexts 
• The masquerade band and community pride 
• Masquerade as public spectacle 
• Masquerade and foreign policy 
• Masquerade and CARICOM festival arts 
• The Music(s) of Masquerade 
• Masquerade and the Bhoom 
• Masquerade and biography 
• Masquerade as a socio-historical unit 
in curricula in schools 
 
The University of Guyana and the Unit of Allied Arts in the Ministry of 
Education have been requested to support the initiative by engaging 
students during the Fall term.  “The research reports from the symposium 
will be published by the Department of Culture.  The Ministry of Culture has 
also indicated its intention to publish a collection of essays on masquerade 
that should emerge from the national schools system.” In addition to the 
research reports and poster sessions, there will be workshops on 
masquerade music, costume design, image making, and the poetics of 
masquerade.  It is anticipated that current practitioners of the art will be 
actively engaged in these workshops. 
 
Also associated with the 2012 Masquerade season will be a special season 
at the Theater Guild which will feature a new work based on the 
masquerade heritage.  Another event will be The Original Bad Cow 
Masquerade Competition. 
 

http://www.guyfolkfest.org/

