
Tear gas fired as Joint Services attempt to clear Wismar roadblock, 
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The Joint Services at around 4 am swooped on the main road block at Wismar 
and attempted to clear it but hundreds of residents engaged in more than three 
weeks of protests over electricity rates resisted and several buildings were later 
set on fire. 
 
SN was told that several cans of tear gas landed in the yards of residents of 
Silvertown; a nearby community along Burnham Drive, forcing residents out of 
their homes. 
 
This was the second major operation by the Joint Services to clear protesters 
who have sealed off the mining town with the aim of forcing the government to 
cancel the tariff hike. The previous operation failed to dislodge the protesters and 
as a result President Donald Ramotar was unable to visit the town as planned. 
Today’s operation led to the worst outbreak of unrest since police killed three 
protesters on July 18, leading to the weeks-long blockade. 
 
Three buildings all in the same compound were set on fire today, among them 
was the Linden Salvation Council’s building. During the unrest of July 18 several 
other buildings had been set fire by irate protesters. There included the Linmine 

Secretariat building. 
 

One of the buildings on fire 

There were loud screams this morning 
of “Help help” as persons scrambled to 
safety in the early morning hours of the 
Joint Services operation. 
 
SN was also reliably informed that that 
the roadblocks at Amelia’s Ward were 
moved by the Joint Services. The Joint 
Services are using bulldozers to move 
the blocks and have destroyed several 

relief camps along the way. 
 
Contacted this morning Region Ten Chairman Kuice Sharma Solomon was in a 
state of shock saying that he could not fathom the aggression applied by the 
Government this morning. “I find it strange that today the discussions are to 
continue and it would appear to be a deliberate act to undermine the process 
which seems to be yielding fruits at the moment”, he told Stabroek News. 
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Solomon and representatives of political parties have been meeting with 
President Ramotar and his delegation at the Office of the President on a technical 
team to review the tariff issue and the terms of reference for a Commission of 
Enquiry into the killing of three protesters by police on July 18. 
 
Solomon said that he has been on the receiving end of several calls some with 
voice recordings of the confrontation. 
 
“I really find this strange at this stage this level of aggression this time of the 
morning and the day when we are expecting further progress in the talks”, an 
emotional Solomon told this newspaper. 
 
He condemned the use of tear gas by the Joint Services in the vicinity of 
residents in their homes. 
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