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Guyana president trying to spread calm after Linden unrest 
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GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Monday 

July 23, 2012 – Over the week-
end, Guyana President Donald 
Ramotar met with the entire dip-
lomatic community in Guyana, 
including development agencies 
and their heads, in order to brief 
them on developments in rela-
tion to Linden, and efforts by 

the government regarding the civil unrest that oc-

curred and is still occurring there. 

This followed a meeting on Friday between 
Ramotar and a team of government officials with 
opposition political party members and key stake-
holders at the national and regional levels, includ-

ing representatives of the Linden Chamber of Com-

merce, to calm fears that the unrest could escalate. 

What started off as a peaceful protest last Wednes-
day (July 18) against government’s decision in-
crease electricity tariffs in Linden turned ugly as 
several buildings and vehicles were burnt and 
roads into and out of the town were blocked. During 
clashes with police that same day, three people 
were killed and several others injured in the mining 

town.  [more] 

Linden unrest continues   …... Joint 
Services, protestors clash again 

PSC wants Gov’t. to make good on 
promises given to Linden 

JULY 30, 2012 | BY KNEWS |  
  ---  urges removal of blockades   
 

The Private Sector Commission, reeling from 
the effects of the Linden standoff, is urging the 
Government to take prompt action and set target 
closure times for the implementation of several 
proposed projects and interventions in the mining 
town, where there have been accusations of 

promises made but not kept. 

In a statement issued recently, the PSC wants the 
government to liberalise television broadcasting in 
the Linden area in keeping with democratic 
norms, giving particular support to Trade and Skill 

development programming. 

It also wants the government to create a skilled, 
qualified and empowered team of civil society 
leaders with the vision to deal with the issue of 
economic development in the Linden area; a team 
that will work along with people of Linden and the 
appropriate government ministries to turn Linden 

into the Manaus of Guyana. 

Additionally the Commission is calling for the re-
establishment of a Micro-Finance scheme using 
the successful SEBRAE management and out-

reach model. [more] 

President Donald Ramotar 

   -  as defiant Lindeners block entrance to mining town 

on day of planned President’s visit— visit cancelled 

Lindeners, ahead of a Presidential visit, today de-
fied security forces, blocking a key entrance leading 
to that bauxite mining town and forcing Head of 

State, Donald Ramotar, to cancel a key visit. 

On Friday, Office of the President through the Gov-
ernment Information Agency announced that Presi-
dent Ramotar was heading to Linden. The Presi-
dent was set to arrive early and GINA announced 

transportation arrangement for the media. 

A statement later said that the President decided to 
cancel the visit based on advice from his security 
heads.  The meeting was to bring an end to situa-
tion that has had far-reaching effects for especially 

the interior locations. [more] 

Protestors replacing logs on the Kara Kara bridge shortly after 
police and government workers used a bulldozer to remove them.  
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Editorial:    Guyana’s inability to change  

Welcome to the Guyanese Online Newsletter 

Over 60% of the readers of this newsletter and Blog 
reside in the USA and Canada.  Most readers were 
interested in the developing stories at Linden, and the 

Blog had its second highest readership ever. 

The Linden unrest is still not resolved.  It seems as if 
Guyana is destined to eventually self-destruct, either 
because of economic politics, or the fallout out from 
rising sea levels, floods and the creaky infrastructure. 
The country has endured over three generations of 
turmoil and insecurity and there seems to be no end 

in sight. 

The Linden unrest has caused three deaths and over 
twenty persons wounded by bullets. The burial of the 
“three martyrs” will occur on August 1st - the Emanci-
pation Day of slaves after some 400 years of slavery. 
The children of those slaves say that they still face 
crushing economic slavery, unemployment and dis-
crimination. The issues at Linden are deeper than 

electricity rate increases. 

We do not know where this will all end. However, as 
observers, we do know it is more of the same nega-
tive news that has plagued Guyana since the 1950’s. 
Many Guyanese are now overseas building their fu-
tures in more stable environments, without ongoing 
strife and bitterness.  President Ramotar wants the 
Diaspora to come home and contribute to Guyana’s 
development (pg 14). Great words and ideas, Mr. 
President but you must first ask… “Why are my peo-
ple still leaving Guyana?” When you answer that 
question and fix the problems of governance, then the 
exodus might be curtailed  and many may return 

home.  

The blockage of the roads at Linden is causing eco-
nomic hardship in many interior regions.  Like the re-
cently damaged Demerara Bridge, it shows how weak 
and one-dimensional the communications links are in 
Guyana. The most populous areas namely Region 4 
(Georgetown), as well as Region 10 (Linden), have 
not had their fair share of infrastructure improvements 

over the last 20 years.  Why  Mr. President? 
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By: Cyril Bryan. Editor and Publisher 

This is the 28th edition of the Guyanese 

Online Newsletter.  It culminates 28 months 
of publishing  the Blog and monthly News-

letters.     Thanks for your support…… 

Guyanese Online 

The Guyanese Online Newsletter and the Guyanese 
Online Blog Website are independent publications  ed-
ited, produced and published by Cyril Bryan.  Individuals,  
Organizations, Associations and should send their an-
nouncements, features, news, pictures, videos, ideas, 
event reports and advertisements for publication. 

Guyanese organizations get free advertising.  Adver-
tising rates for commercial entities are reasonable. 

Donations are accepted with THANKS,  

 GUYANESE ONLINE IS EXPANDING 

This newsletter and Blog has a very large readership, es-
pecially in the USA and Canada. We intend to focus on 
Guyana-related news items and advertisers in the large 
metropolitan areas with pages and issues dedicated for 
them. If you are interested in being a Guyanese Online 
representative and sub-editor then please write me at my 
E-mail address:   cybryan@gmail.com 

July 1 – July 31 - 20 Most popular entries 
Click and Check the entries on the Blog/Website  

1. Linden Tragedy – July 18-19, 2012 – two videos 

2. Cricket: Rohan Kanhai v Australia (1975 World Cup 
Final) video 

3. Guyana-born Derrick Thomas carries the Olympic 
torch in the UK 

4. BONEY M – Brown girl in the ring (1978) HD video 
5. Miss Guyana World 2012 makes NYC appearance 
6. Famous People of Guyanese Heritage 
7. BREAKING NEWS: Three killed in Linden 

“pandemonium” – update 
8. Guyana – Beyond Beautiful: Imaging Travel video 
9. Guyana Killings – PNC says charge ROHEE AND 

COP HIKEN 
10. Letter from London – Guyana and the Olympics 
11. Original Folk Songs of Guyana – four videos 
12. The sickeningly racist Guyana Chronicle editorial – by 

Imran Khan: AFC 
13. The Elephant Whisperer – Lawrence Anthony 1950-

2012 
14. A Message from Eusi Kwayana on ‘Guyana Develop-

ments’ re Linden 
15. Fruits of Trinidad and Tobago – and Guyana 
16. PPPC hate speech in Guyana Chronicle Editorial 

should be rejected  
17. Parvati Persaud-Edwards fired for penning Chroni-

cle editorial 
18. Old Jet Magazines – from 1950 onwards 
19. Western diplomats urge talks over Linden crisis 
20. Japanese Girl sings… an inspirational video 

 
Blog: July 31,2012 - Total views at that date = 667,313 

Total blog views for July 1-31 = 45,300 
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BLOG ENTRIES 

BLOG ENTRIES   -  JULY 2012 

1. National Assembly adopts no confidence motion in Min-
ister Rohee – video  

2. Three slain Linden protesters for Emancipation 
Day burial 

3. Four stores destroyed in Regent St fire 
4. Olympic opening ceremony – commentary 
5. PSC wants Gov’t. to make good on promises given 

to Linden 
6. Water cannon finally sent to Linden 
7. Granger is PNCR leader  
8. Fat cats unmasked… ‘Disgraceful’ OP operating 

‘Dharm Shala’ – Nagamootoo  
9. Pres. Ramotar’s visit on hold as Kara Kara Bridge re-

mains under seige  
10. Guyana government super salaries  
11. Linden protest bites deep…Mining, logging camps 

starved, Govt. weighs options  
12. Lindeners refuse to remove blockage of key Lin-

den road  
13. Linden vows continued struggle  
14. Ramotar orders security forces to clear blockages 

ahead of Linden visit  
15. Build a new bridge  
16. Toronto Foundation - 10th anniversary - Dinner & 

Dance - September 15, 2012  
17. Guyana gov’t puts electricity hike “on hold” ; opposition 

sees grey areas 
18. LAST LAP LIME 2012 - Toronto  – August 6, 2012  
19. South Florida Guyanese Association – Georgetown Bi-

Centennial Bash – August 11, 2012  
20. Albion strike – GuySuCo faces heavy financial loss  
21. Lindeners shot through heart with “bronze-capped” 

rounds – independent pathologist  
22. AFC on Linden – Nigel Hughes and Moses Naga-

mootoo – video  
23. President wants Linden issues revisited – July 23, 2012 

address – video  
24. Linden Unrest – News Update – July 25, 2012 – 

8 articles 
25. PNCR march in city granted police permission – for 

July 25, 2011  
26. Rohee to face no confidence motion in parliament 
27. Digicel in huge slash of international rates; GT&T ap-

peals High Court ruling  
28. Linden protesters gear for the long haul 
29. Linden Unrest – News Update – July 24, 2012 – 

6 articles  
30. Letter from London – Guyana and the Olympics  
31. LINDEN – commentary  
32. Lindo Creek and Linden – commentary  
33. Dave Martins – August 25, 2012 in Toronto, Canada  

34. Small section of Demerara Harbour Bridge sinks  
35. Linden Unrest – News Update – July 23, 2012 – 

5 articles  
36. Guyana Christian Charities (Canada) Inc – June 

2012 newsletter  
37. Guyana at the precipice – AFC  
38. Region 10 Chairman condemns criminals 
39. Linden faces blackout if protesters block fuel tanker- 

BOSAI official  
40. Linden Unrest – News Update – July 22, 2012 – 

5 articles  
41. Rev. Dr. William Barber, II addresses the NAACP, July 

11, 2012  
42. Linden Unrest – News Update – July 21, 2012 – 

7 articles  
43. Education: Marva Collins 1995 Part 1 and 2  
44. Japanese Girl sings… an inspirational video  
45. Protests Continue at Linden, Roads Blocked – video  
46. Carl Greenidge on Linden Situation – video  
47. Groups Protest Linden Shooting – video  
48. Former Top Cop criticizes Police Action – video  
49. Terms of Reference for Linden Comm. of Inquiry by 

Aug. 2  
50. Opposition blasts use of “excessive force” in meeting 

with Government  
51. Linden shootings prompt City protests  
52. AFC Statement – Meeting on Linden situation held on 

July 19, 2012 
53. Linden Tragedy – July 18-19, 2012 – two videos  
54. Western diplomats urge talks over Linden crisis  
55. Guyana Killings – PNC says charge ROHEE AND 

COP HIKEN  
56. Police Commander to be changed following Lin-

den killings  
57. APNU, Police Commissioner at odds over shooting 

of protesters  
58. Anger boils in Linden after deadly night -Tense calm, 

burning tires in Linden 
59. TV Report and APNU Statement regarding Wis-

mar protests  
60. Linden protest turns deadly…Four dead, two 

dozen injured  
61. AFC wants urgent talks today; Linden crisis puts Guy-

ana on “tipping point”  
62. Government regrets Linden deaths, blames opposition  
63. A Message from Eusi Kwayana on ‘Guyana Develop-

ments’ re Linden  
64. BREAKING NEWS: Three killed in Linden 

“pandemonium” – update  
65. Police use rubber bullets, tear gas on protest-

ing Lindeners  
66. Guyana Folk and Culture Magazine – by GCA 

New York  
67. Opposition cannot cut budget; ERC to get back money

- Chief Justice  

We entered 126 new items in July 2012.  We now have 
over 1700 items on various subjects 

Click on the item and view it on the Blog 
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United States          21,127 

Canada                   10,950 

Guyana                     3, 423 

United Kingdom       3,368 

Trinidad & Tobago     858 

Barbados                     738 

India                            490  

Netherlands                 365 

 Australia                     325 

  Jamaica                      285 

 
BLOG STATISTICS 

JULY 2012 
 

Top 10 Counties with 
the most for 30 days 
ending July 31, 2012  

 
 
 

People from 187 coun-
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45,300 views - 
Thanks !! 
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BLOG ENTRIES 

BLOG ENTRIES   -  JULY 2012 

68. CASWA Health and Community Fair – Brooklyn, NY – 
August 11, 2012  

69. Guyana Heritage Foundation – Seattle: Family Fun Day 
September 8, 2012  

70. Last Lap Lime 2012 – Toronto: St Stanislaus Alumni  
71. There are police ranks involved in corrupt activities – 

says Rohee  
72. Raymond Lee Own & Triple Play BBQ/Dance – Toronto 

– August 5, 2012  
73. St. Stanislaus College Alumni – Toronto Dance August 

3, 2012 
74. Boney M. – Rivers of Babylon – 1978 video with lyrics  
75. BONEY M – Brown girl in the ring (1978) HD video  
76. Blooming Cacti – Beautiful! – “Positive side of life”  
77. “Why America’s Not the Greatest Country” – HBO’s 

NEWSROOM video  
78. Guyana – Beyond Beautiful: Imaging Interior Travels –

 video  
79. The Best Marijuana Documentary (Canadian) – video  
80. Secrets of Body Language – video  
81. Kamal Meattle on how to grow fresh air – TED video  
82. Cricket: Windies take one day series against 

New Zealand  
83. Take Us Forward – OBAMA 2012 – video 
84. Cricket: Rohan Kanhai v Australia (1975 World Cup 

Final) video  
85. Guyana’s Kadecia Baird cops silver at World Jun-

ior Champs  
86. Senior police officers ordered to repay kickbacks  
87. Toronto Foundation – 10th anniversary – Dinner & 

Dance – September 15, 2012  
88. Jagdeo’s 12-year reign a maze – Granger  
89. Ecuador Life at its Purest!! – video  
90. Guyana-born Derrick Thomas carries the Olympic torch 

in the UK  
91. Parvati Persaud-Edwards fired for penning Chroni-

cle editorial  
92. Massive racket uncovered at police vehicles auction – 

with updates  
93. The sickeningly racist Guyana Chronicle editorial – by 

Imran Khan: AFC  
94. Ramotar wants diplomats to help turn brain-drain 

into advantage  
95. Mr. Ramkarran and the PPP – commentary  
96. QC Alumni Association – Toronto – Appreciation 

Awards – July 15, 2012 – reminder 
97. Guyana Association of Georgia – celebrates George-

town’s 200th  
98. 350 Year Old Wooden Church in Poland  
99. Sufficient evidence of corruption exists – Dr. 

Roger Luncheon  
100.Political leaders, activists call for reform of Chronicle  
101.President Donald Ramotar is presiding over the death 

of the PPP  
102.Today’s media is prominent in Guyana’s democracy – 

US Ambassador 
103.Moths: Beauty Concealed in Darkness – by Rosa-

liene Bacchus  
104.Guyanese artist – Conrad Meertins – launches gallery  
105.Jamaica: The Sprint Factory – Video Feature- 

CBC Sports  
106.Guyana Chronicle Board Chairman apologises for 

racially-themed editorial  
107.Where Silence Is Sacred – by Pico Iyer  
108.The Elephant Whisperer – Lawrence Anthony 1950-

2012  
109.Germany And The New European Union 
110.AFC suspects cover up in NCN probe 
111.FROM THE CHAMBER POT TO THE COMPUTER 

IN GUYANA  
112.Guyanese Online Newsletter- June 2012 
113.PPPC hate speech in Guyana Chronicle Editorial 

should be rejected … 
114.Mr Sattaur’s exit from NCN – commentary 
115.Boosting your ‘digital Intelligence’ in a ‘mobile digi-

tal future’ 
116.Diet, Doctor- and Drug-Avoidance Can Help You 

Live Longer 
117.THE CANE-CUTTER – By Norman Datt 
118.Rainstorm- an Arawak story – by Dmitri Allicock  
119.Embassy officials in Los Angeles Saturday July 

21, 2012  
120.Apology issued to Ramkarran- PPP; he remains mum  
121.Cricket: Gayle, Narine star as WI sweep series v New 

Zealand in Florida 
122.Cricket: Gayle, Pollard shine in big win v New Zealand 

in Florida 
123.The Legendary Porknockers of Guyana – Two Histori-

cal letters 
124.THE BERBICE CHAIR – By Dmitri Allicock 
125.How do people know you? – by Ron Persaud 
126.Ralph Ramkarran resigns from PPP 
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St. Stanislaus 20th Caribjam  - Toronto 
         

          CENTURY21 CAMDEC Real Estate Ltd. Celebrates 

 35th Anniversary in 2012 

               Hemthorn Investments Corporation Celebrates 

 26th Anniversary in 2012 
 

Camille De Castro FRI formed CAMDEC Real Estate Ltd. on January 4 1977.  

Rupert De Castro joined Camille in CAMDEC in August 1977.  CAMDEC 

joined the CENTURY 21 system in 1978 at which time, Camille and Rupert 

were the only agents. 

 

Hemthorn, owned by Camille and Rupert, owns and manages the 17,000 sq.ft. 

building from which CENTURY21 CAMDEC operates.  The majority of space 

is divided into private, fully furnished offices which we rent from $309.00/mth 

on short terms, 1-24 months +. 

 

At the “peak” of the market in 1989 Camille and Rupert worked with 230+ sales associates speaking 

some 30 different languages, 23 support staff, opened the office from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 7 days a 

week and closed $6.75 million in commissions (1988).  

 

In April of 1989 the market turned: The average house price in Toronto dropped 

from a peak of $273,698 in 1989 to $198,150 in 1996.  

 

Then the market turned to the positive again. The average price increased in 

1997 and has done so each year since, to an average of $465,294 (year to date 

October 2011).  With interest rates set to rise, one would expect the pace to be 

tempered. 

 

It this a good time to buy a house as an investment? NO. 

 

It this a good time to buy a home to live in?  Yes, especially if you can accom-

modate a tenant in a separate entrance apartment in your basement.  Rent of 

$800 per month carries $150,000 + of your mortgage.  This process affords you 

the opportunity of buying another property as an investment sooner. 

 

For more information on buying your first home or selling your property for the 

maximum price with the least amount of inconvenience and within your time 

frame and/or building a portfolio of investment properties (houses), I am a 

phone call away                   c: 416-817-7604 – 24 hours or Email 

(adecastro@trebnet.com). 

 

Are you in your 20’s/30’s ++ and want a better chance of becoming a million-

aire? The younger you are the greater time advantage you have. Buy a house and 

another and then another.  I will lease the property for you to your first tenants at 

no cost and will literally teach you how to handle your investments. 

 

TALK TO SOMEONE WHO UNDERSTANDS THE PROCESS AND IS 

WILLING TO IMPART HIS KNOWLEDGE OF RESIDENTIAL REAL ES-

TATE INVESTMENTS (HOUSES).  SOMEONE WHO HAS HIMSELF 

DONE IT. 

 

INFORMATION IS PROVIDED WITHOUT OBLIGATION. 

 

TALK TO SOMEONE WHO UNDERSTANDS THE 

PROCESS AND IS WILLING TO IMPART HIS KNOWL-

EDGE OF RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS 

(HOUSES).  SOMEONE WHO HAS HIMSELF DONE IT. 

INFORMATION IS PROVIDED WITHOUT OBLIGATION  

 

A. Rupert De Castro CMA, 
Broker of Record 
Bus. (416) 298-2800   Res.   (416) 
292-1056       Cel. (416) 817- 7604 

“When young, build assets…       

   Then build cash flow.”  

COTAB - Buxton Friendship Dance 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
mailto:adecastro@trebnet.com
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ing villages.  Then there is the PhD student from 
Georgetown who has transformed the reading at-
tainment and educational aspirations of young chil-
dren in a depressed community of sugar workers in 
Region 3.  Another project involved members of a 
prominent woman’s organisation who worked with 
Canadian volunteers to run a summer camp in Lin-
den for disadvantaged youths from greater George-

town and beyond.   

This is Guyana as it should be but not yet is.  One 
nation developing together across ethnicity, class 

and geography.   Read more 

The Roraima Fund’s 2011 project cycle has 
achieved some notable successes.  An Amerindian 
village in the south Rupununi obtained approval for a 
GYD $21M cassava flour factory from external donors.  
This followed submission of a successful project pro-
posal that emerged from a TRF programme in “project 
proposal writing”.  Meanwhile a remedial literacy pro-
gramme for children from a poor community on West 
Coast Demerara that is part funded by TRF  won a na-
tionwide award from the Guyanese chapter of The Ro-
tary Club.   The Fund will have donated GYD $2.6M in 
grants for 6 projects when the 2011 project cycle is 

complete. 

The Fund has been very heartened by the 2011 portfo-
lio of projects.  We have seen a community minded 
Bank of Guyana staffer modify her property on the Cor-
entyne to teach pastry making skills to villagers.  Then 
the class take their handiwork to a nearby Children’s 
Home to share with children in need from all surround-

with Laparkan from Vancouver 

and Vicinity. 

For more information 

Please contact Rob Lall

President of IKL International Shipping at:

rob.lall@iklshipping.com

or

1-888-490-2641 

The Roraima Fund announces successes in its 2011 project cycle 

Project Locations 

Youth Summer Camp Linden / Georgetown 

Agriculture for single mothers Linden 

Project proposal writing South Rupununi 

Remedial Literacy for chil-
dren 

West Coast Demerara 

Cake making classes Corentyne 

Microfinance for parents West Coast Demerara 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2012/07/the-roraima-fund-press-release.pdf
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CANADA 

Linden Education Link (UK) 
UK Registered Charity, supporting the educational needs of 10 primary schools in Linden, 

Guyana extends an invitation to all Guyanese to attend their: 

14th Anniversary Dinner and Dance. 

Date: 18th August 2012 
Venue: The Holiday Inn Hotel, Coram Street, London WC1N 1HT 

Time : 7.00 pm to 1:00 am 

Cost : £ 45: 00  Dress : Formal 
Provided: Three Course Meal; Half Bottle Wine pp 

Music by; Pan Nation Steel Band and DJ Shogun. 

Photographer: For your personal photos and with friends. 

Opportunity to be photographed with an Olympic Torch which was carried by a committee member 

during the Torch Relay in England. 

For further info and Bookings, please contact: 

Michael : 01684-869887/ 07792-622625 

Claire : 0208-807-5315 

Desmond :0207- 228- 1829/ 07442-010215 

Derrick : 01473-681407/ 07702 312807 

Althia : 07935-643707. 

Thanking you in anticipation. 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
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Guest Editorial 

The Demerara Harbour Bridge failed early on Mon-

day July 23. This newspaper interviewed two ven-
dors trapped on the East Bank Demerara with per-
ishable items which they were taking to the West 
Demerara and East Bank Essequibo to sell. They 
would have had to decide very quickly to find mar-
kets in the city and East Demerara as there was no 
alternative to get their goods to the west side. 
 

No Georgetown to Vreed-en-Hoop ferry  

The Georgetown to Vreed-en-Hoop ferry had been 
abandoned some years ago apparently, leaving peo-
ple going to the West Demerara and further afield 
with the choice of the bridge or the water taxis 
(speedboats). For persons driving to and from the 
city, who have their own cars, or those moving large 
amounts of farm and other produce for wholesale 
and retail including livestock, building and rehabilitat-
ing homes on the west side or moving any sort of 
heavy or bulky material, the bridge was/is their only 
choice. One can imagine the disruption to lives and 
livelihoods then if the bridge fails. And this is pre-

cisely what happened. 

The Demerara Harbour Bridge failed 

The Demerara Harbour Bridge failed some time be-
fore 7 am on Monday and chaos ensued among 
commuters. Thousands of people who work in the 
city now own homes on the west side in new hous-
ing schemes like Parfaite Harmonie and Tuschen. 
Hundreds of others choose to live on the West Dem-
erara for economic reasons—rents are cheaper than 
in Georgetown, the East Bank and East Coast Dem-
erara. The authorities would not have had much time 
to react to the failure of the bridge as the morning 
commute would have already started when the inci-
dent occurred. But surely 8 hours later, as people 
wended their way home some sort of system should 
have been put in place. Instead, the horror of the 
morning’s pushing and shoving was magnified on 
both sides of the river, with the police, whose job it 
was apparently to maintain order, adding to commut-
ers’ frustration by threatening to lock them out of the 

stelling area. 

The Maritime Administration did eventually take a 
decision on Monday to allow the water taxis to work 
for 24 hours as long as they had navigational lights 
installed. But this decision and subsequent an-

nouncement via the Government Information 
Agency (GINA) came too late for the thousands of 
West Demerara and East Bank Essequibo residents 
who acted on the knowledge that the water taxis 
had to stop working by 6 pm and fought to avoid 

being stranded in the city. 

A major blessing for many ‘westsiders’ is the fact 
that schools are closed for the August holidays and 
not as many children are travelling. Those caught 
up in the madness are the ones attending ‘Summer 
school’ and younger children whose parents have 
no choice but to bring them to day care facilities in 

the city. 

Bridge partially reopened 

Meantime, while the bridge was expected to reopen 
to light traffic yesterday, (July 25), and facilitated 
pedestrian traffic on Tuesday, there was no relief for 
farmers, vendors, builders and truckers. Yesterday it 
was reported that petrol stations on the west side 
were running low on fuel supplies, and with as yet 
no indication as to when the bridge would return to 

functioning normally, this could be a major issue. 

Bridge 34 years old: past its 20 year life span 

The Demerara Harbour Bridge is 34 years old this 
month. When it was completed in 1978, it was said 
that it would have had a 20-year lifespan. Now 14 
years after that date has expired, even with the 
most diligent maintenance, there must be the ex-
pectation that things will go wrong. Yet, there is no 
plan B. Instead, the bridge is now even more trav-
ersed than would have been imagined at the time it 
was built. The government’s housing boom, about 
which it is extremely proud, has seen thousands of 
people move to Tuschen, Parfaite Harmonie and 
other West Demerara areas, increasing traffic on 
what is now an old bridge, with no plan for replacing 
or redoing it or even for an alternative crossing 

method.  

Water Taxis: an inadequate answer  

What Monday’s failure has shown is that the speed-
boat service is inadequate. The Transport Ministry 
should now be looking at revamping the stellings 
and getting ferries ready to be pressed into service. 
This should be done right away as it is probably un-
wise to continue to put pressure on the Demerara 
Harbour Bridge and an alternative for heavy vehi-

cles would be useful. 

By Stabroek staff On July 26, Editorial  

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
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  Guyana’s Parliament and Governance 

 

Parliament of the 

Cooperative 

Republic of Guyana  

Guyana’s Coat of Arms and  an aerial view of Guyana’s Parliament Buildings Note:  Click headlines to 

read the articles in full 

Click picture to view video 

Linden continue to protest 

In the mining community of Linden, residents con-
tinue to block the streets as they hold out with their 
protest action even as the Guyana government has 
now put a hold on the increase in the electricity tariffs 

for the town.  

Linden residents say the protest has never been just 
about the electricity tariffs, they are concerned about 
the economic state of the town, no investment taking 

place there and high unemployment.   [view video] 

Release full report on NCN probe – 

AFC 
JULY 5, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS  

The Alliance for Change (AFC) is calling for the 
release of the full report into investigations of fi-
nancial irregularity at the state-owned national ra-
dio and television station. “We believe that anyone 
suspected of skimming the cream off the milk jug 
must be thoroughly investigated,” AFC Parliamen-
tarian Cathy Hughes stated. She believes that 

those   [...] 

 
Oppositions’ omissions from meeting 

regrettable – CJIA contractor 
JULY 5, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS  

  The Chinese Company involved in the US$138M 
expansion project of the Timehri airport has apolo-
gized for omitting the country’s main opposition 
from recent meetings it held in Guyana to clear the 
air on corruption allegations. Yesterday, China 
Harbour Engineering Company (CHEC), in a re-
leased letter to A Partnership For National Unity 

(APNU) said it [...] 

 

Come clean on airport contract – 

Moses Nagamootoo 
JULY 5, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS  

The Alliance for Change (AFC) is insisting that the 
government comes clean on the US$138M con-
tract to expand the Cheddi Jagan International Air-
port. AFC Parliamentarian, Moses Nagamootoo, 
said that the party is not against the Chinese con-
tractor or the involvement of any Chinese firm in 

infrastructural projects here. Nagamootoo   [...] 

July 30, 2012 KNEWS  - By Dale Andrews  

 The Guyana Police Force failed to heed the words 
from the intelligence unit and plan effectively for the 
current protest actions taking place in the mining 
town of Linden. This is according to a high ranking 
officer who informed Kaieteur News that the Force’s 
Special Branch unit had reported that the people of 
Linden were prepared for the long haul to press their 
demands for the government to withdraw the in-
crease in electricity tariffs, and they should not be 

taken lightly. 

From the events that continue to take place, it is now 
clear that the police intelligence was spot on. 
By now everyone knows the police response was to 
send up a unit from force headquarters to confront 
the protestors, leading to the unwarranted situation 
where three persons were shot dead, further com-

pounding an already volatile public order   .[more..] 

Police failed to heed Special Branch 

warning about Linden 
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Guyanese flocked the Square of the 
Revolution to pay tribute to the killed 

Linden protestors 

They came from all walks of life, and it did not matter 
how they got there. Guyanese flocked the square of 
the revolution to pay tribute to the three Linden pro-
testors who were killed by the police. Opposition 
leader David Granger said that the party stands in 
solidarity with the people of Linden. He said what 
happened at Linden is a crime against humanity. 
Granger was speaking at the rally on the day of 
mourning in observance of the brutal shooting death 

of protestors …. ...Read more and view video›  

PARLIAMENT 

National Assembly debates a no confi-
dence motion on Home Affairs Minis-

ter Rohee 

The National Assembly is debating a no confidence 
motion on Home Affairs Minister Clement Rohee. 
The motion was laid before the house by Opposition 
Leader David Granger. The opposition's move is re-
lating to the police shooting death of three protestors 
at Linden. The Government attempted today to have 
the motion deferred but the speaker ruled that the 
motion could go ahead especially since the issue is a 
current one and is one of great public importance. 

Read more and view video ›  

Trinidad pathologist on Linden victims 

post mortem 

The Trinidadian pathologist who today observed the 
post  mortem examinations of the bodies of the three 
Lindeners shot dead when the police opened fire on 
a group of protesters confirmed that all three men 
died from gunshot injuries. The pathologist said two 
of the men were shot to their chest while one was 
shot to the back. They all had gunshot wounds to the 
heart and lungs. The metal fragments found in the 
bodies of the men were consistent with live rounds 

from a handgun.   Read more and view video ›  

AFC ON LINDEN 
 
The opposition parties are making it clear that the 
Home Affairs Minister cannot divorce himself from 
the police force’s action at Linden last week during a 
protest by residents. The police riot squad in an effort 
to disperse the protesting crowd fired live rounds at 
the protestors. Three of them died. Over 20 others 
were seriously injured. There have been calls for Ro-
hee to resign, he says he is staying put. The opposi-
tion will now be moving to the national assembly with 
a no confidence motion. …  Read more and view 

video ›  

Click pictures to 
view more details 

and play news 
videos 

Click pictures to 
view more details 

and play news 
videos 
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Monday  9 July 2012 Demerara Waves 

The International Organisation of Migration (IOM) 

is to assist Guyana in tapping into the rich human 
resource-base of the Diaspora- a community that 
President Donald Ramotar urged Guyanese diplo-

mats to target. 

The Guyanese leader was at the time addressing the 
opening of a week-long conference of Guyana's High 
Commissioners, Ambassadors and Consuls who are 
based in Europe, North America, Asia, the Middle 

East, the Caribbean and Guyana. 

Foreign Minister, Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett said the 
Guyana government are spearheading a project to 

develop a database of overseas-based Guyanese. 

She explained that advertisements for consultancies 
and other job-openings would be made available to 
overseas-based Guyanese as part of efforts to in-

volve them more in the country’s development. 

“…not looking at the Diaspora as people we have 
lost but as people who can contribute and are willing 

to contribute,” she said. 

The Diaspora Desk 

Using Social Media and other means of communica-
tion, the project hopes to target members of the Di-
aspora who are willing to contribute not only their 
skills and expertise but also their perspectives, she 
said. The project is expected to be launched by Sep-
tember, 2012 and a Diaspora conference would likely 

be held in another two years. 

At least four Guyanese and counting are among 
some thirty three persons who were arrested in a 
massive stolen-motorcycle trafficking ring taken 
down by cops and the Manhattan DA’s Office this 
week. The ring also involved gun running and possi-
bly drugs. The motorcycles would be loaded into 

vans, often themselves stolen. 

The NY Police Commissioner Ray Kelly announced 
that the number of bikes stolen accounted for half the 

bikes swiped in the city this past year. [view video] 

President Ramotar, Foreign Minister Rodrigues-Birkett and Prime 

Minister Samuel Hinds pose with Guyana's diplomats shortly after 
the conference was declared open.  

The Diaspora Desk at the Foreign Ministry would 
also be collaborating with Guyana’s diplomatic mis-
sions in facilitating Guyanese who would like to as-

sist various institutions. 

President Ramotar told the diplomats that they 
should see themselves as the first point of contact 
with the Diaspora and, along with Guyanese authori-
ties at home, create the mechanisms and structures 

to take advantage of professional skills and capital. 

One million Guyanese abroad 

While acknowledging that some Guyanese abroad 
might have become detached, the President noted 
that for the same reason they could bring 
“perspectives and best practices” from their adopted 

homelands. 

“Because probably they are outside of Guyana, very 
often they can be very objective in what is taking 
place here and they can make important contribu-
tions also from the point of view of fertilizing our own 

ideas,” he added. 

There is at least one million Guyanese living in the 
United States, Canada, United Kingdom, the Carib-

bean, Brazil, Venezuela and Suriname. [source] 

Guyanese among the Motorcycle Theft 

Ring in New York  [view video] 

GUYANA NEWS 
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Safety concerns prompt Tullow Oil to 

stop Guyana drilling 

Wednesday July 18, 2012 – Hopes for a major oil find off 
the coast of Guyana have been temporarily put on 
hold with the downing of tools at the Jaguar well af-

ter five months exploratory drilling. 

British explorer Tullow Oil PLC said it stopped drill-
ing the well due to safety concerns, while noting that 
it had already discovered some oil in the shallower 

parts of the well. 

Tullow and its partners on the well, Canada-based 
CGX Energy, a division of Argentina's YPF, and 
Spain's Repsol , were hoping the Jaguar well would 
strike oil and help open up a new South American 
oil province.  "The decision to stop drilling at this 
point was unanimously agreed by all partners based 

on safety criteria," Tullow revealed    [more].  

 

Miners approve no confidence vote in 

Natural Resources Minister  

July 10, 2012 Demerara Waves 

Gold and diamond miners on Tuesday approved a 
vote of no-confidence in Natural Resources and the 
Environment Minister, Robert Persaud for his man-

agement of the mining sector. 

The Guyana Gold and Diamond Miners Association 
(GGDMA) also received cash and pledges on the 
spot so far totalling GUY$3.3 million to fund a mobi-
lisation campaign against the decision by authorities 

to cease process  sing new river claims.  [more ] 

Update:  Rift widens between Miners’ 

Association and GGMC 
July 30, 2012 KNEWS 

    - calls renewed for removal of Minister Per-

saud, Joe Singh  

Small and medium scale miners are resolute that 
the disrespect meted out to them by Government 
must end. They are determined to fight the odds for 
the industry’s continued growth because it is too big 

to fail. 

These sentiments were expressed at the Guyana 
Gold and Diamond Miners’ Association (GGDMA) 
29th Annual General Meeting, where calls were 
made for the removal of Major General (retired) Joe 
Singh as Chairman of the Guyana Geology and 
Mines Commission Board and Robert Persaud, Min-

ister of Natural Resources and ....  [.more..] 

Business, Agriculture, Forestry and Mining 

Sacked GT&T’s CFO breaks silence … 
Yog Mahadeo stopped $3M question-

able payment 
July 1, 2012. KNEWS 

… after NCN official submitted invoices in his name  

Almost $4M was paid over to Martin Goolsarran by 
the Guyana Telephone and Telegraph Company 
(GT&T) based on invoices he submitted in his name. 
A third invoice submitted between January and Febru-
ary was blocked by GT&T’s Chief Executive Officer, 
Yog Mahadeo, after the matter was brought to his at-

tention. 

These were among some of the details that are now 
being released that sparked a scandal that, after the 
dust would have settled, two top executives from two 

companies would be left without jobs. 

Goolsarran is the Programme Manager of the state-
owned National Communications Network (NCN). He 
was suspended for eight weeks, starting last week, for 
depositing the money into his personal bank account. 
Chief Executive Officer Mohamed Sattaur has re-
signed and President Donald Ramotar accepted the 

resignation. [ more ] 

The Jaguar well was described as a "high pressure, high tem-

perature" well, similar to BP's ill-fated well in the Gulf of Mex-

ico. (File photo)  
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CANADA 

Digicel in huge slash of international 
rates; GT&T appeals High Court ruling 
July 24, 2012- Demerara Waves 

The Chief Executive Officer of Digicel (Guyana), 
Gregory Dean on Tuesday said his company is going 
ahead with its 62 percent cut in overseas rates from 
Tuesday in keeping with a  High  Court ruling, even 
as the Guyana Telephone and Telegraph Company 

(GT&T) says it has filed an appeal. 

Dean told Demerara Waves Online News 
(www.demwaves.com) that he was unaware of an 
appeal and his company intended to slash its rates by 
62 percent to the Caribbean, United States, and Can-
ada.  The company says the cost of calls to China 

and Brazil will also be reduced by more than 80 %. 

“We are working on the basis of the ruling that the 
judge made so I suppose we’ll have to cross that 

bridge when he get to it,” he said.. [ more ] 

 

Digicel ready for legal showdown with 

GT&T over cheaper int'l rates  

July 26, 2012 Demerara Waves 

Digicel on Thursday de-

clared that it is willing and 

ready to fight any legal ac-

tion mounted by or on be-

half of GT&T and will ag-

gressively defend its legal 

right to provide low cost 

international calls to the 

people of Guyana. 

Since Justice Rishi Per-

saud's ruling, the Office of the President said that unilateral 

amendments and alteration to existing telecommunication 

rates based on the judge's ruling is inconsistent with Jus-

tice Persaud’s ruling since that ruling was stayed on an 

appeal by GT&T. 

The telecommunications provider began offering the lowest 

ever international rates seen in Guyana this week following 

a decision of the High Court on Friday last which declared 

GT&T’s Monopoly to be unlawful and invalid.   

Chief Executive Officer, Gregory Dean was quoted in a 

company statement as saying that, “Digicel has long prom-

ised the people of Guyana that it would provide hugely re-

duced rates for international calling and the company is 

determined to do so.” 

“As champion of the consumer, we immediately made good 
on that commitment following the Court’s decision.  [more] 

Guyana gold wealth fleeing across the 

border 
GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Monday Jul 23, 2012 –  

As much as half of all the gold mined in Guyana is 
smuggled out of the country by miners looking to 
make a better return by cashing in their finds in 

neighbouring nations. 

According to an Inter Press Services article, officials 
in Guyana’s natural resources ministry estimate that 
up to half the national annual production of 600,000 
troy ounces of gold is smuggled out of Guyana into 
Venezuela, Brazil and especially Suriname. Royalty 
and tax rates are reportedly three times cheaper in 

Suriname than Guyana. 

However, talks between the two governments are 
likely to soon yield an increase in rate levels in Suri-

name to help minimise smuggling. 

This is only one of the illegal and illicit activities asso-
ciated with gold mining in Guyana that prompted to 
the government led by Natural Resources Minister 
Robert Persaud to put a moratorium on new licenses 
to get the industry to rein in some of its frontier ways.  
 
Pedro Melville, 62, a father of nine from Guyana's 
northwestern gold and manganese mining district of 
Matthew's Ridge, sees the impacts of unchecked 
prospecting on the local environment every day. One 
major problem is contamination of water sources. 
Melville says some residents who previously de-
pended on river water to drink now dig their own pits 
or trenches, allow the water to settle, and let the rain 

replenish it. [more] 

Business, Agriculture, Forestry and Mining 

Digicel CEO Gregory Dean 

Gold smuggling proving a big headache for Guyanese authorities along 

with a host of criminal activity associated with the mining industry. 
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Heavy rains flood parts of Corentyne 
  — re-migrant farmer loses over 6,000 chickens 
July 9, 2012 KNews 

Heavy rains pounded several sections of the Upper 
Corentyne Saturday and early yesterday, leaving 
some livestock farmers with millions in losses and 
other residents with flooded yards and homes. 
The areas that were heavily affected were from Ever-
sham right up to Number 62 Village.The inundation is 
being blamed on a storm accompanied by heavy 

thunder and lightning in the Berbice area  [.more] 

               Other News from Guyana 

Re-migrants to plug US$50M into 

housing sector 

July 7, 2012 | Filed Under News By Gary Eleazar  

….100 overseas-based families to pull lots at Na-

tional Stadium today  

Several hundred persons along with paraphernalia 
related to the construction industry, last evening cre-
ated a kaleidoscope on the tarmac of the Guyana 
National Stadium to launch the third annual Interna-
tional Building Exposition. The event was declared 
opened by Head of State, President Donald Ramo-
tar, who delivered his inaugural presentation to a 

Guyana Building Expo.  

The annual event is organized by the Ministry of 
Housing and Water headed by Minister Irfaan Ali, 
who announced that Guyana is enjoying such a con-
struction boom that there are currently seven interna-

tional large scale offers on the table.   [more] 

Note: Click headlines to read 
the articles in full 

Berbice swamped as river overtops 

banks 
July 5, 2012  - Guyana Times  - By Michael Itwaru 

– scores evacuate homes, in search of higher 

ground 

Heavy winds  accompanied by incessant overnight 
rains and high tide have left areas close to the banks 
of the Berbice River deluged with hundreds of resi-
dents being forced to evacuate the lower flats of their 

houses and seek refuge on higher grounds. 

Cash crop and livestock farmers are also counting 
huge losses.  In a statement, Regional Chairman 
Permaul Armogan confirmed that there was no 
breach in the sea defences in the region, but the 
flooding was as a result of the Berbice River over-

flowing its banks.  

He stated that based on technical advice, he under-
stands that the very high wind compounded the 
situation, resulting in high waves. According to Ar-
mogan, the region has received reports from all the 
areas along the river the flooding has occurred. 

[more] 

A flooded street in New Amsterdam, Berbice.  

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2012/07/09/heavy-rains-flood-sections-of-corentyne/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2012/07/09/heavy-rains-flood-sections-of-corentyne/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2012/07/07/re-migrants-to-plug-us50m-into-housing-sector/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2012/07/07/re-migrants-to-plug-us50m-into-housing-sector/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/category/news/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2012/07/07/re-migrants-to-plug-us50m-into-housing-sector/
http://www.guyanatimesgy.com/2012/07/05/berbice-swamped-as-river-overtops-banks/
http://www.guyanatimesgy.com/2012/07/05/berbice-swamped-as-river-overtops-banks/
http://www.guyanatimesgy.com/2012/07/05/berbice-swamped-as-river-overtops-banks/


18  July 31,2012 

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups 

Flood destroys $$$ millions in school 
textbooks 
July 26, 2012 | KNEWS -…Education Ministry plans a large 
bonfire  
Thousands of school textbooks valued millions of 
dollars have been damaged in flood waters at the 
Department of Education in New Amsterdam, Region 
Six. This newspaper discovered piles of books 

dumped aback of the Dept of Education building.  

According to reports they will be burnt. The books of 
different kinds and for different levels of children in 
the school system were procured at great cost to the 

taxpayers. [more] 

 

Digicel turns sod for multi-million dol-

lar children’s home 

July 26, 2012 | Filed Under News  

Telecommunication giant, Digicel turned the sod for 
the new Mahaica Children’s Home recently. This new 
multi-million-dollar home will replace the existing 

structure which houses over 50 children.  

The new Mahaica Children’s Home was designed by 
Marcel Gaskin and Associates. It will feature girls’ 
and boys’ dormitories, bathrooms, laundry room, 
study room, recreational room, infirmary, kitchen, 
nursery, dining room, office and caretaker’s quarters.  

[more] 

 

Scotia Bank touching children with lit-

eracy skills programme 
July 3, 2012 | Filed Under News  

    The Bank of Nova Scotia’s Annual Literacy Pro-
gramme has started in Berbice. According to Renee 
Rama, the programme is an ongoing one which is 
taking place at the New Amsterdam Salvation Army 
Youth Centre and the Alpha Children’s Home at Gay 
Park. Staff, she said, would volunteer their time to 
“providing help to the children with regards to read-

ing, phonics, arts and crafts”. 

She added that on June 16, 2012, employees of the 
New Amsterdam branch collaborated their efforts 

and had a craft day [.more..] 

GUYANA NEWS 

EDUCATION Note:  Click headlines to read the articles in full 

News items related to Education in Guyana 

UG Academic Board refuses Chancel-

lor Bourne's resignation  
Jul 12, 2012—KNEWS 

The academic board of the University 
of Guyana has refused to accept the 
resignation of Chancellor Compton 
Bourne and is urging the University 
Council not to accept the resignation. 
The academic board wants the Chancellor to recon-
sider his decision and has assured him of the 

“strongest commitment and support.” 

Senior lecturers and workers of the university had 
called for Bourne’s head, accusing him of not doing 
anything for the University. The Board met July 10, 
and said that the reason for Bourne’s resignation 
was not supported by most of the academics on the 
board, among them all Deans, Heads of Depart-

ments, special representatives ...  [more] 

 

Several new strategies on stream to 
deal with social issues in schools – 

Manickchand 
July 4, 2012 | Filed Under News  

Social issues continue to be a growing problem lo-
cally, with younger children being involved in crime, 
increased teenage pregnancies and an ever-growing 
list. Having recognized this, the Ministry of Education 
will soon be embarking on a number of new strate-
gies which will be aimed at dealing with issues such 
as re-integrating pregnant teens back into the school 

system. [more] 

 

Enormous space for improvement in 

engineering sector 

July 2, 2012 | Filed Under News  - - Minister Benn 

Minister of Public Works and Transport Robeson 
Benn has urged the Guyana Association of Profes-
sional Engineers (GAPE) to ensure that it issues 
standards and rules for engineers to follow in order 
to maintain quality and professionalism in the field of 

Engineering.  

The Minister was at the time delivering the feature 
address at the 44th GAPE Anniversary Dinner which 

was held at Duke Lodge, Kingston on    .[.more..] 
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Barbados, Monday July 23, 2012 – The twin-
engine turboprop Dash-8 aircraft that 
has become synonymous with LIAT 
for more than 20 years could soon no 
longer be the signature mode of trans-

port for the Antigua-based airline. 

That is because a meeting of the ma-
jority shareholders of LIAT in Barba-
dos last Friday (July 20) came to a 
unanimous decision on one aircraft 

type to renew LIAT’s  aging fleet.  

 “The Company will now proceed to 
discussions with the manufacturer of 

the first type selected. [more] 

 

Fly Jamaica Airways set for 

take-off 
Stabroek editor On July 5, 2012  

(Jamaica Gleaner) Starting an airline 
is a complicated business. Running a 
profitable airline is even tougher, as 
the process involves constant learning 

and adaptation.  

Fly Jamaica Airways, a new airline set 
to begin operations in Jamaica in Au-
gust, is taking the owners and part-
ners close to a year to officially take to 

the skies. 

Fly Jamaica Airways is a partnership 
between chief executive officer (CEO), 
Guyana-born Paul Ronald Reece and 
three Jamaican shareholders includ-
ing Chief Operating Officer (COO) 
Captain Lloyd Tai and manager of in-
flight services, Christine Steele. 
Reece is also the owner of Wings 

Aviation Inc, based in Guyana. 

 According to the COO, the opportu-
nity presented itself to set up opera-
tions in Jamaica following the de-

mise of Air Jamaica. ….[more] 

EZjet started Toronto flights 
July 17 

EZjet has started flights to Toronto, 

Canada from July 17, 2012. 

It offered special inaugural flight fares 
for July 17th and 24th.  It listed the 
fares as US$650 return and US$375 
one way, all taxes inclusive. Passen-
gers were allowed two bags of 60 lbs 

each and a carry-on of 22 lbs. 

Flights depart Cheddi Jagan Interna-
tional Airport, Timehri at 3.30 pm and 
arrive at Pearson International Airport 

at 10 pm.  

It then departs Toronto at 11.45 pm on 
the same day and arrives in Guyana at 

5.15 am the following day. 

 

10,672 vehicles crossed Ta-
kutu Bridge from January to 

May 
July 1, 2012 | By KNews |  

 

 Inaugural “Three Nation Meet-

ing” hears… 
 
Traffic between Guyana and Brazil has 
increased and between January and 
May of this year, approximately 10,672 
vehicles crossed the bridge between 
the countries, according to Minister of 

Labour, Dr. Nanda Gopaul. 

This revelation was made while Guy-
ana’s representatives met recently in 
Boa Vista, Brazil, with their Venezuela 
and Brazil counterparts, at the inaugu-
ral “Three Nation Meeting” in order to 
develop partnerships and integrated 
tourism packages that can be mar-

keted to visitors. 

Dr. Gopaul, who represented Tourism, 
Industry and Commerce Minister, Ir-
faan Ali, stressed on the importance of 
cooperation among the member states, 
if the countries are to be successfully 
promoted as destinations for foreign 

markets.   [ more ] 

LIAT gets official go ahead 

to buy new aircraft 
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Guyana Watch extends its humanitar-
ian mission to Region Six 
July 26, 2012 | Filed Under News  

The Guyana Watch Medical team continuing its hu-
manitarian mission yesterday extended its medical 
services to Tain, Region Six, Berbice. The day 
started off quite slow, but gained momentum just af-

ter noon.  

Speaking with Kaieteur News were several persons 
from various parts of Region Six such as New Am-
sterdam, Rose Hall, Skeldon, Albion, Corriverton, 

who all [...] 

Young aspiring medical students 

among Guyana Watch Medical Team 
July 26, 2012 | Filed Under News  

While many youths would 
choose to spend their sum-
mer vacation involved in 
summer activities, Anjali 
Ghodasara, Kushal Dave, 
Nikita Mehta, Namrita Me-
hta, Sunil Reddy, Kavita 
Dave, and Gary Mana 
have given a part of their 
summer to volunteer with 
the Guyana Watch Medical 

team. Nikita said that this is her first year being a part 
of the team but she looks forward to coming back 
next year. The aspiring biomedical engineer student 
said that she used this opportunity to come to Guy-

ana to be exposed to some  of the   [more] 

 

Guyanese Doctors complete echocar-

diography training 

July 30, 2012  KNEWS 

In an effort to enhance cardiac illness diagnosis, the 
LIBIN Cardiovascular Institute of Alberta, collabo-
rated with the Ministry of Health and the Georgetown 
Public Hospital Corporation (GPHC), to conduct an 
eight-week-long training program, which ended with 

a graduation ceremony on July 26. 

The inaugural graduates were Dr. Alexander Harvey, 
Dr. Kishore Ramdass and Dr. Ramsackal. Dr. Ram-
sackal was also named the best “student”. 
These doctors successfully completed the 
“Competence in Cardiac Ultrasound Performance 
and Interpretation” course for which they were pre-

sented with certificates and tokens.  [more] 

News items from Guyana on Medical related subjects 

Note:  Click headlines to read the articles in full 

MEDICAL 

Doobay Renal Center offers 150 dialy-
sis sessions per month 
July 3, 2012 | Filed Under News  

The Doobay Renal Centre, which is located at An-
nandale, East Coast Demerara, continues to give 
quality service to dialysis patients, according to its 

owner Mr. Vic Oudit.  

Oudit told Kaieteur 
News that the center 
currently does about 
140 to 150 sessions 
monthly. He explained 
that they don’t count the 
patients since one per-

son depending on his condition, might need more 

than one session.   [...] 

 

West Demerara Regional Hospital 
dubbed a death zone…. 
July 3, 2012 | Filed Under News  

…employees say Govt has turned a blind-eye  
 
Despite increasing complaints of the worsening state 
of the West Demerara Regional Hospital for the past 
seven months, staff at the facility yesterday accused 

the government of turning a blind eye. 

 Earlier this month, this newspaper had carried an 
article on the rundown state of the hospital, and made 
numerous attempts to contact Minister of Health, 
Bheri Ramsaran and the hospital’s administrator, 

Bharrat Persaud but all the attempts were futile.   [...] 

 

Cuban diabetic foot medication to un-
dergo clinical tests in EU 
June 10, 2012   - Caribbean News Now 

HAVANA, Cuba (ACN) -- Cuba will begin clinical tests 
in the European Union of a locally-produced medica-
tion to treat diabetic foot ulcers, a specialist an-

nounced in Havana. 

This is the first time that Cuba has reached this stage 
of research (stage III) in nations of the so-called First 
World, said Ernesto Lopez, director of the commercial 
department at the Genetic Engineering and Biotech-

nology Center. 

The Havana-based scientific institution developed the 
one-of-its-kind medication in joint work with the Insti-

tute of Angelology and Vascular Surgery. [more] 

Aspiring Medical Students, volun-

teering with Guyana Watch  
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The steel pan 

Hammered into the shiny metal surface is a series of 
dents. Each one creates a different note, subtly differ-
ent from the ones around it, according to their position 

and size. 

The steel pan, often referred to incorrectly as a steel 
drum, emerged in the 1930s. Metal objects including 
car parts, paint pots, dustbins, oil drums and biscuit 
tins, were originally used as percussion instruments, 

but at some point they began to be tuned. 

"It was a slow process, everyone got together and in-
vented the steel pan by using pots and pans and test-
ing them out," says Sterling Betancourt, a Trinidadian 

panman who now lives in London. 

"The sound and the notes came, but it wasn't like we 

thought about it." 

French planter roots 

Betancourt, 82, grew up in Laventille, a poor suburb 
just outside Port of Spain, said by many to be the 

birthplace of the steel pan.  

"It was exciting, we knew we had something but we 

were just playing, it took time," he says. 

The history of Trinidadian street music goes back cen-

turies. 

When French planters arrived in Trinidad in the late 
1700s they brought with them a carnival tradition - 
and their slaves formed their own festival, fuelled by 

drum music. 

After emancipation in 1834 the celebrations became 
noisier and more colourful, though after disturbances 
in 1881 the British government tried to ban the per-

ARTS – CULTURE 

Amid the electronica of 20th Century music one new instru-
ment stands out for its simplicity. The steel pan, possibly 
the only instrument made out of industrial waste, has be-

come an icon of Trinidadian culture. 

formers' sticks and drums. 

What followed was the tamboo-bamboo - bamboo 
sticks cut for striking together and hammering 

against the ground. 

But in 1934 the tamboo-bamboo was banned too.  

This is when the steel pan came into its own. 

Lower class music 

"It really came from the bowels of our impoverished 
lower classes and we are extremely proud of that," 
says Michelle Huggins-Watts, a Trinidadian steel 

pan arranger. 

"It helped bring the players recognition, it allowed 
them to travel and see the world, it brought opportu-
nities they would never have had if they had not 

been involved in this art form." 

Huggins-Watts is a rare thing. She is the only 
woman arranger to win the island's prestigious 

Panorama competition with her band, Valley Harps. 

"It wasn't until the late 1970s or 80s that women 
even started playing the steel pan. It was a street 
instrument, it took a while to become respectable," 

she adds. 

The pans used by the Valley Harps are made from 
old chemical containers now, they are more readily 

available than oil drums. 

"They have to be very carefully cleaned so they are 

safe," she adds. Sterling Betancourt, second from left, with the Trinidad All 
Steel Band  

Continued on the next page 
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“AN OTHER CARIBBE AN”:  
THE ARTS JOURNAL Volume 7 Num-

bers 1 & 2 (2011) 

Review by Nigel Westmaas 

Nigel Westmaas is Assistant Professor of Africana 
Studies  at Hamilton College, a liberal arts University 

in New York. 

Keeping an arts journal (or for that matter any journal) 
alive and active is a traditionally difficult commission in 
Guyana. By the standards of journals and periodicals of 
any kind Timehri, Kyk-Over-al and Kaie are the three way 
ahead of the rest in terms of durability. Timehri has the 
record with a century of publication. Kyk-Over-Al, more 
exclusively cultural in content than Timehri, was started by 
the British Guiana Writers Association in 1945 and was 
still being maintained, with the occasional lapse, until the 
late 1990s. Fifty years plus! A remarkable record by any 
standard.   

Download:  THE ARTS JOURNAL Volume 7 Review 

"Some pans are made from scratch, brand new, but 

that's a very new thing." 

Trinidad All Steel Percussion Orchestra  

By 1951, Trinidad's new steel bands put forward their 
best players, including Betancourt, to join the Trini-
dad All Steel Percussion Orchestra for the Festival of 

Britain. 

"We went over with our rusty pans. They weren't 
painted or chromed or anything - just dustbins," 
Betancourt says. "People didn't know what to expect, 

but they liked it. They said it was 'black magic'." 

The music has been keenly adopted by the pop 
world. The Hollies used the sound of the steel pan in 
their song Carrie Anne, Prince used it in his song 
New Position, and 70s jazz-fusion band Spyro Gyra 

incorporated the sound of steel in Morning Dance. 

"There is something about the steel pan and Carib-
bean music in general that resonates with the rest of 
the world," says Prof Tim Wall, a lecturer in radio and 

pop music studies at Birmingham City University. 

"It's familiar, they play songs that we know, but it's 

also very exotic, and we like that." 

It also sounds like holidays, and sunshine, which may 

explain some of its appeal. 

"It can sometimes have a cruise ship mentality; peo-
ple think of it as a happy summery sound from Trini-
dad and the Caribbean islands as a whole, but it is a 
lot more than that. It's got a very important history," 

adds Wall. 

"Music builds community and acts as a form of com-
munication. Looking back centuries ago, slaves had 
been stripped of their cultural identity, their names, 
their music, so they created new music using things 
they found lying around. That created that rich history 

of percussion music."   BBC source link 

CALL FOR PARTICIPATION 
Guyana Cultural Association of 

New York, Inc.  
& 

 Department of Culture, Ministry of 

Culture, Youth, and Sports 
Guyana Folk Festival 2012:  Sympo-

sium 

“Masquerade Lives.” 
Georgetown, Guyana 

South America 
December 13, 14, 2012 

 
Guyana Folk Festival Secretariat 

1368 E. 89 Street, Suite # 2.  Brooklyn, New York, NY 11236.  

U.S.A. 

TEL: 718.209.5207. FAX: 718.209.6157 WEBSITE: 

www.guyfolkfest.org   

ACDA ready for 2012 Emancipation 

celebrations 
July 30, 2012  - KNEWS 

With two days to go before this year’s Emancipation 
celebration, Eric Phillips of the African Cultural and 
Developmental Association (ADCA), yesterday 
stated that the organization is “well set for the 
events.” Phillips said that although the association is 
yet to collect this year’s Government subvention, it 
usually receives “a variety of financial support from 
the private sector organization and other concerned 

groups for the celebration”.   [more] 
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Barbados credit ratings lowered; out-
look stable  
Published on July 21, 2012 

NEW YORK, USA -- Standard & Poor's Ratings Ser-
vices has lowered its long-term foreign- and local-
currency sovereign credit ratings on Barbados to 
'BB+' from 'BBB-'. Standard & Poor's also said that it 
lowered the short-term ratings to 'B' from 'A-3'. The 

outlook is stable. 

In addition, Standard & Poor's assigned to Barba-
dos's foreign-currency debt a recovery rating of '3', 
and it has revised the transfer and convertibility as-

sessment to 'BBB-' from 'BBB'. 

"The downgrade reflects our opinion that Barbados's 
economic fundamentals continue to weaken," ex-
plained Standard & Poor's credit analyst Olga Kalin-
ina. "We believe this weakening stems, in part, from 
rising competitive challenges and other structural 
factors that the government can address only in the 

long term."  [ more ] 

 

Bajans don’t want a devaluation 

 Stabroek editor On July 11, 2012 

(Barbados Nation) Barbadians don’t want a devalua-
tion of their currency and Governor of the Central 
Bank Dr DeLisle Worrell says he has delivered that 
blunt message to international rating agencies and 

the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Years after Barbados rejected this as an option in the 
face of the foreign currency crisis of 1991, Worrell 
said it was still among the first prescriptions from 
many economists in rating agencies such as 

Moody’s and Standard & Poor’s (S&P) and the IMF. 

During his standard quarterly meeting with the media 
at the Central Bank, Worrell said: “It is Barbadians 
who have rejected devaluation because they under-
stand that since we don’t produce what we consume, 
that strategy cannot work, and it cannot work for any 

country that is like Barbados.” 

He explained, however, that neither the ratings agen-
cies nor the IMF had asked Barbados to devalue its 
currency which has been pegged to the United 

States dollar at 2:1 since 1973.  [end] 

Tourists to Barbados being harassed - 
Barbados Hotel and Tourism Assocation 
(Barbados Nation—July 20, 2012) Harassment of 
visitors from drug pushers, prostitutes and vendors is 
threatening the local tourism industry, says Barbados 
Hotel & Tourism Association (BHTA) president 

Patricia Affonso-Dass. 

She has therefore suggested that an eight-year-old 
proposal to train hotel security as Island Constables 

(ICs), to help to clamp down on the illegal activity. 

Affonso-Dass told the WEEKEND NATION the situa-

tion does not augur well for Barbadians or the is-

land’s main foreign exchange earning sector.  [end] 

 
Work underway to reduce flooding in 
Barbados  
Published on July 21, 2012  

Barbados (BGIS) -- The intensity of rainfall is taking 
a toll on drainage systems in Barbados, which were 
not designed to handle the volumes currently being 

experienced. 

Topping the list of concerns for director of the Drain-
age Division, Keith Barrow, this hurricane season, is 
the projection for increased rainfall events, their in-

tensity and duration. 

Barrow explained that the basic design for Barbados 
was a one in 25 year storm, or eight inches of rain 
within a 24-hour period. But, he said, the time span 
between events of recent was short and cumulative, 

resulting in flooding. 

 
ANSA McAL axes several senior Bajan 

managers 
Stabroek editor On July 14, 2012 (Barbados Nation)  

ANSA McAL’s top management in Trinidad and To-
bago is dissatisfied with the performance of its Bar-
bados companies and has brought down the axe on 

several of its senior managers. 

President of ANSA McAL Barbados, Nicholas Mout-
tet, confirmed that six of his senior managers from 
Consolidated Finance, Brydens Insurance and Stan-
dard Distributors had been severed.  ANSA McAL 
Barbados seeks to consolidate the distribution com-
panies cutting 36 employees from A & R Tempro, 

Brydens and Stokes & Bynoe.  [more] 

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide      Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

Caribbean and 
Regional News 

Barbados  News 

http://www.caribbeannewsnow.com/news/newspublish/home.print.php?news_id=11852
http://www.caribbeannewsnow.com/news/newspublish/home.print.php?news_id=11852
http://www.caribbeannewsnow.com/news/newspublish/home.print.php?news_id=11852
http://www.caribbeannewsnow.com/news/newspublish/home.print.php?news_id=11850
http://www.caribbeannewsnow.com/news/newspublish/home.print.php?news_id=11850
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2012/news/breaking-news/07/14/ansa-mcal-axes-several-senior-bajan-managers/print/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2012/news/breaking-news/07/14/ansa-mcal-axes-several-senior-bajan-managers/print/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2012/news/breaking-news/07/14/ansa-mcal-axes-several-senior-bajan-managers/print/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/


24  

Note: Click headlines to read the 
articles in full 

July 31,2012 

Jamaica's Caricom exit talk is "silly 

and uninformed" - La Rocque  

Tuesday July 10. Demerara Waves 

Today, Caricom Secretary General, Ambassador Ir-
win La Rocque lashed back at critics in Jamaica who 
questioned whether that Caribbean island should quit 

membership, because it appeared ineffective.  

Addressing the opening of the 23rd meeting of the 
ministerial Council for Human and Social Develop-
ment (COHSOD), he termed those views “silly and 

uninformed things”.  

Those advocating that Jamaica abandon Caricom, 
he said, have not measured the regional organisa-
tion’s contribution to the social sectors but are only 
using the Single Market and Economy (CSME), as a 

yard-stick. [more] 

 

Supligen gets expensive makeover 
Stabroek editor On July 18, 2012(Jamaica Gleaner)  

Nestlé Jamaica Limited has spent close to US$8 mil-
lion to invest in expanding and upgrading its Supli-

gen production line at its Bybrook plant in Linstead. 

The new line is to be commissioned by the end of 

July, says General Manager James Rawle. 

“Production volumes are not as healthy as they used 
to be. The plant produces for both export and local 
market but production volumes have fallen off signifi-
cantly over the past few years. But we have spent 
US$7.6 million (J$676 million) to revamp the Supli-
gen line and it should be up and running in about two 

weeks,” Rawle said.  [more] 

 

PNP officials arrested in Jamaican lot-

tery scam 

KINGSTON, Jamaica, Thursday July 19, 2012 – 

The recently elected People's National Party (PNP) 
is facing political fallout as two of its officials, deputy 
mayor of Montego Bay, Michael Troupe and the 
Councillor for the Salt Spring Division, Sylvan Reid, 
have been arrested as major players in the lottery 

scam. 

Reports are that pre-dawn raids at their houses in St. 
James saw Troupe, his two sons and Reid detained 
by the task force and an illegal gun, J$380,000, 

US$10,000 and other items seized.  [more ] 
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Jamaica, CHEC to sign new deal 
Stabroek staff On July 13, 2012 

(Jamaica Gleaner) The Chairman of China Commu-
nications Construction Company – the parent com-
pany of China Harbour Engineering Company – is 
due in Jamaica next week to sign what Transport, 
Works and Housing Minister Dr Omar Davies has 

called a significant agreement. 

“This is a major company in the world … . When the 
chairman is here, there will be some agreement 
signed which will have significant importance to the 
future of Jamaica’s economy,” Davies said on 

Wednesday July 11.  [more] 

 

Jamaica Minister happy RUSAL sub-

sidiary not closing 

Stabroek editor On July 13, 2012  

(Jamaica Gleaner) Minister of Science, Technology, 
Energy and Mining Phillip Paulwell has welcomed 
news that Russian aluminium giant UC Rusal has not 
made a decision to close its Ewarton bauxite plant in 

St Catherine. 

In a statement to the House of Representatives on 
Tuesday, Paulwell had announced that UC Rusal 
“verbally” informed him that it had made the decision 

to close the Ewarton plant later this year.    

However, an (AP) story RUSAL is quoted as saying: 
“The information about Ewarton’s closing in October 

this year does not correspond to the reality.” [more] 

 

All-inclusive Jamaica resorts named in 

top ten resorts in Caribbean 
July 23, 2012 Caribbean News Now 

MIAMI, USA -- Every year, Travel + Leisure readers 
are asked to name which hotels, destinations and 
companies represent the very best in travel. In the 
17th annual World's Best Awards for 2012, all four 
Couples Resorts – Couples Tower Isle, Couples 
Sans Souci, Couples Negril and Couples Swept 
Away – have been listed in the Top 10 resorts in the 
Caribbean, Bermuda and The Bahamas for the sec-
ond consecutive year, making each resort one of the 

best all-inclusives available in the world. 
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T&T’s revenue down TT$10B over last 

four years  
(July 19, 2012 - Trinidad Guardian)  

T&T’s revenue has declined by TT$10 billion over 
the last four years because of the global economic 
recession, says Finance Minister Larry Howai. He 
said: “TT$10 billion is a huge sum, which could 
make a significant difference in this country if we 
had it but if you lose TT$10 billion in income in a 
short period of time, you have to do something with 

expenses to bring yourself back in line. 

“We recognise we cannot do it right away and we 
have to phase ourselves in.” Howai pointed out that 
gas and oil prices during the middle of the last dec-
ade were much higher than they were now. He said: 
“The gas price in the middle of the last decade was 
US$10 to US$12 per mmbtu (million metric British 
thermal units) and it is now US$2 per mmbtu and oil 
in 2008 was US$140 a barrel and now it is about 

half of what it was then,”   [more] 

 

 
Property tax must come back – new 

T&T Finance Minister 
Stabroek editor On July 15, 2012 (Trinidad Express)  

Recently-appointed Finance Minister Larry Howai 
says a more efficient and equitable property tax has 

to be reintroduced in the country. 

“We have to bring back that property tax. It is cost-
ing the Treasury money (in lost revenue) that could 
be used to develop the country. I do need for us to 
revisit that property tax and consider introducing 
something more efficient, effective and more equita-
ble than proposed previously,” Howai told the Sun-
day Express last Wednesday, during an interview at 
his eighth floor office in the Eric Williams Financial 

Complex, Port of Spain. 

The previous stance taken by the People’s Partner-
ship Government during the lead-up to the 2010 
general election was to campaign on an “Axe the 

Tax” platform. 

That manifesto promised to repeal the Property Tax 
Act of 2009, legislative reform that would have es-
sentially provided new paradigms upon which prop-

erty would have been taxed.  

The legislation was passed in December 2009 un-
der the former People’s National Movement (PNM) 

government.   [more] 

Trinidad  and Tobago News 
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‘Clico was ‘massive fraud’ - Outgoing Central 

Bank governor 
July 8, 2012- (Trinidad Guardian)  

Outgoing Central Bank Governor, Ewart Williams, on 
Friday described what transpired at Clico before the 
insurance company collapsed in January 2009 as a 
“massive fraud on the public” and he admitted that he 
has “lost sleep” over the issue. Williams was ques-
tioned on the Clico issue in his last scheduled inter-
view with newspaper reporters on Friday as he comes 

to the end of a second five-year term next week. 

He said that because the Clico collapse was the sub-
ject of a Commission of Enquiry (headed by Sir An-
thony Colman, which resumes on Monday) and was 
the subject of a “whole range of litigation,” he needed 
to be very cautious in his comments. He said that the 
Central Bank had taken action to charge certain play-

ers with fraud on the public.  [ more ] 

 

Steel pan only T&T innovation - President 

George Maxwell Richards. 

Stabroek editor On July 12, 2012 (Trinidad Express) 

Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar yesterday 
“respectfully” disagreed with President George Max-

well Richards. 

Richards, addressing both Houses of Parliament, 
stated that “except for the steelpan, we have been 
consumers rather than innovators, and we must be 
careful not to miss out on getting in at the ground level 
of the new scientific exposure, and here, university 

education matters”. 

However, making a statement on behalf of the Gov-
ernment, Persad-Bissessar said this country had 
earned for itself a perception of progressive dyna-
mism, and around the world, the majestic red, white 
and black, had grown to become a symbol of innova-

tiveness, creativity and an indomitable spirit of unity. 

“Mr Speaker, if I may respectfully agree to disagree 
with his Excellency the President when he said that 
apart from the steelpan, there has been no innovative-
ness in Trinidad and Tobago, I respectfully disagree. 
Yes, the steelpan is one symbol of innovativeness, 
the only musical, acoustical instrument invented in the 
last century, but Trinidad and Tobago is known 
throughout the world for innovativeness, creativity, the 
diversity of our people, the harmony, the unity in di-

versity which represents Trinidad and Tobago.” [more] 
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Suriname invests US$70M in airport 
Stabroek editor On July 13,2012  

(de Ware Tijd) PARAMARIBO – The state will invest 
an extra US$ 70 million in expanding and moderniz-
ing the J.A. Pengel airport. The plan for this has al-
ready been prepared and potential financiers have 
been approached through the Central Bank of Suri-
name (CBvS). “This is just the beginning. We have 
great plans to turn Suriname into a hub,” says Minis-
ter Falisi Pinas of Transport, Communication and 
Tourism (TCT), who spoke July 12, at the official 
handover of the airport’s arrival lounge and parking 
lot.  US$ 28.5 million has been invested so far in the 

airport’s modernization.  [more] 

 

Suriname move to increase gold tax 

may take shine off Guyana 
July 18, 2012 | By KNews |  

Suriname has announced plans to raise its royalty 
payments from gold sales within weeks, a move 
likely to make it less profitable for especially gold 

from Guyana to be smuggled there. 

Suriname’s newspaper, De Ware Tijd, on July 17 
reported that the government is aiming to raise the 

one per cent royalty to three per cent. 

While the country’s Parliament will still have to ap-
prove the new Gold Law, in effect it will still allow 

Suriname’s prices to be higher than Guyana.   

Gerold Dompig, of the Presidential Gold Commis-
sion, hopes that the new rates will be in place within 

two months’ time.       [more]  or [source] 

 

Suriname police apprehend 57 illegal       

Brazilians 
Stabroek editor On July 9, 2012 

(de Ware Tijd) ALBINA – Suriname has appre-
hended 57 Brazilians in a raid as a result of the 
deadly shooting incident in French Guiana that 
claimed the lives of two gendarmes. Military and po-
lice units are hunting down illegal Brazilians in the 

border area in the hope of catching the killer. 

An intensive search is being conducted for main 
suspect Manoelzihno Mauro Ferreira, who is also 
wanted in Suriname for the murder of a fellow Bra-
zilian three weeks ago. The criminal has allegedly 
committed more murders in French Guiana. French 
authorities have released the names of eight people 

belonging to Ferreira’s gang.     [more] 

Suriname News 

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide      Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

Caribbean and 
Regional News 

With Aid and Migrants, China Expands 

Its Presence in Suriname 
By SIMON ROMERO –New York Times 

PARAMARIBO, Suriname — The Foreign Ministry’s 
elegant new headquarters here is a gift from the Chi-
nese government. Chinese signs on hundreds of busi-
nesses, from casinos to grocery shops and furniture 
stores, beckon the residents of this capital. Chinese 
work crews are paving roads cutting through the jun-

gle. 

Anchored by a surge in immigration to this country 
since the 1990s, and smoothed with gifts of aid and 
low-interest loans, China has quietly but surely estab-
lished a foothold in Suriname, a tiny corner of South 
America that is often an afterthought even for its 

neighbors. 

While the economic aid has certainly been welcome in 
Suriname, formerly known as Dutch Guiana, the 
growing political and demographic profile of the Chi-
nese here has created concerns, ranging from xeno-
phobic calls from some political leaders here to inves-
tigate what they call a “Chinese invasion” to more 
tempered efforts to decipher what effect China’s rising 
influence will have on a country that is already distant 
linguistically and culturally from the rest of South 

America. 

“What’s next, Chinese Guiana?” asked John Gimlette, 
a Briton whose book, “Wild Coast,” about the forgot-
ten corner of the world on South America’s northeast-
ern shoulder — Guyana, French Guiana and Suri-

name — was published this year.   [more] 

 
Surinamese complain about corrupt 
Guyanese police    
Demerara Waves  - Tuesday, 17 July 2012  

In the wake of  accusations by Surinamese drivers 
that they are being harassed by police who they have 
to bribe to escape charges, Guyanese police on Tues-
day urged visitors to go to the police station where 

reports can be made to senior officers. 

“If a demand is being made, let them go to the police 
station where the matter is taken over and say ‘charge 
if you want’ and then make a complaint to the senior 
officer,” said Police Chief of Criminal Investigations, 
Deputy Police Commissioner, Seelall Persaud.   

[more] 
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Antigua to consider request for probe 

of controversial Chinese power plant 
Stabroek staff On July 7, 2012  

Amid mounting pressure and the prospect of street 
protests, the Antigua government yesterday an-
nounced that it had set up a ministerial sub-
committee to consider a request by the opposition 
Antigua Labour Party (ALP) for a probe into the con-

troversial Chinese US$47M Wadadli Power Plant. 

Numerous questions have been raised in Antigua 
over whether value for money has been obtained for 
this project and whether old Chinese engines had 
been used in the plant. It is another in a series of 
projects by Chinese companies in the Caribbean 
that have encountered stormy waters. In Guyana, 

many questions have been raised .... [more] 

 

St Lucians to get VAT 
CASTRIES, St Lucia, Monday July 16, 2012 –  

St Lucians will be joining their peers in Antigua and 
Barbuda, Dominica and Grenada in paying 15 per 
cent in Value Added Tax (VAT) before this year is 

out. 

That is because the St Lucia Senate has passed the 
VAT Act, and everything looks on course for the re-

vised October 1 implementation date. 

St Lucia will now become the last independent 
member state in the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) to introduce the indirect tax regime that 
will replace a current slate of taxes and duties. 
While VAT on goods and services are to be levied 
at 15 per cent, it will be at eight per cent for the ho-

tel sector.   [more] 

 

Belize considering decriminalisation 

of marijuana possession 
BELMOPAN, Belize, Friday July 20, 2012 -  

The Minister of National Security in Belize has ap-
pointed a committee to evaluate and make propos-
als for the decriminalisation of the possession of 
smal l  quanti t ies of  Cannab is Sat iva 

(marijuana/weed). 

In the context of this exercise, “decriminalisation” 
means that the treatment of the infraction will be ad-
justed so that most of the penalties are removed or 

reduced.   [more] 

Other Regional News 

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide      Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

Caribbean and 
Regional News 

Former ministers help defeat Grenada 
government bill 
Published on July 21, 2012   - Caribbean News Now 

 
(L-R) Karl Hood and Michael Church 

ST GEORGE’S, Grenada -- Two former government 
ministers joined the four opposition MPs in Grenada’s 
House of Representatives on Friday to prevent pas-
sage of an amendment bill proposed by Finance Min-

ister, Nazim Burke. 

Former Foreign Minister Karl Hood and Michael 
Church, an ex-Minister of Environment, voted with 
opposition leader Keith Mitchell and New National 
Party (NNP) MPs Roland Bhola, Elvin Nimrod and 
Clarice Modeste-Curwen in defeating the Insurance 

Amendment Bill 2012. [more] 

 

By Andrew O'ReillyPublished July 19, 2012 Fox News Latino 

The controversial unmanned drone program used by 
the U.S. government to combat overseas terrorists 
and search for undocumented immigrants along the 
U.S. Mexico border will soon be scanning the blue 
waters of the Caribbean to search for drug traffickers, 

according to U.S. officials. 

After testing the program quietly in the Bahamas for 
the last 18 months, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity plans to start unmanned surveillance flights into 
the Caribbean and the Gulf of Mexico in a move that 
would more than double miles now covered by the 
department's fleet of nine surveillance drones. 
 Previous technologies in the area have failed to meet 

the surveillance requirements.   [more] 

US Expands Use of Drones to the Car-
ibbean to Combat Drug Trafficking 
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