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An atmosphere of tense calm has descended on Linden, 
Region 10 where residents have once again congregated on 
the Wismar-Mackenzie Bridge, a day after three persons were 

killed in confrontations with riot police. 

Lindeners on Tuesday began a five-day protest aimed at 
shutting down the town over the government's move to 

increase electrcity tariffs from July 1.  

Reports from the mining community say hundreds have turned out again and are under the 

watchful eyes of ranks from the Guyana Defence Force and the police. 

Demerara Waves Online News understands that foreign volunteers are being removed from the 

community because of the increasing volatility in the area. 

Tires being burnt on the roadways in sections of Wismar, aimed at preventing civilian traffic and 
joint services patrols from entering some communities 

The identitites of the trio killed are yet to be ascertained though one was reportedly identified as 
army officer Ron Somerset. A handicapped boy was also said to be among the fatalities. More 
than a dozen others were wounded when the police opened fire with rubber pellets on the crowd 
which the force said attacked ranks with bottles and other missiles. 

Reports are that live rounds were also used have not been confirmed. 

Hospital sources say that up to Thursday morning, 10 injured persons remained hospitalised; 
two of them in the Intensive Care Unit. Emergency surgery was performed on one of them 

underwent surgery to remove remnants of live rounds from his face. 

Irate residents retaliated Wednesday by burning down the regional headquarters of the 
governing Peoples Progressive Party (PPP) and the General Office building that housed several 
offices including that of the Chief Executive Officer of Linden Electricity Company Incorporated.  

Trucks carrying logs and fuel were also destroyed by fire. 

While Prime Minister Samuel Hinds has blamed a small group of persons for creating mayhem, 
he has called on decision-makers in the town to present him with earnest and realistic proposals 
on how to soften the burden of electricity rates on commercial, industrial and residential 

consumers. 

Expressing grave concern that all the gains are being reversed in making Linden and Lethem 
 "go-to" destinations because of the unrest, Hinds recommended that those responsible be sued 
for damages. 
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