
BREAKING NEWS: Police use rubber bullets, tear gas on 

protesting Lindeners 

 BREAKING NEWS: One reportedly killed in Linden 

"pandemonium"  

At least one person has been reportedly killed in confrontations between members of the Guyana 

Police Force and Lindeners protesting an increase in electricity tariffs in Region 10. 

Regional Chairman Sharma Solomon told Demerara Waves Online News Wednesday evening 

that there were four reports of persons being killed with one confirmed so far. 

He said the individual killed was a man but he was unable to identify him at the time. Neither 

police nor hospital sources could immediately confirm the claim. 

Sharma accused the police of using both live rounds and rubber pellets on the protesters and 

described the situation in Linden Wednesday evening as “pandemonium.” 

“Dozens of persons have been injured,” he declared. 

The police resorted to firing rubber pellets at protesting Lindeners after tear gas failed to disperse 

a group that had occupied the Wismar-Mackenzie Bridge all of Wednesday.  

Eyewitnesses said the tear gas volleys fell short of the crowd since they were fired from the 

vicinity of the Linden Hospital Complex and residents retaliated by pelting the police with 

bottles. At least six persons were seriously injured and several more received minor injuries. 

News reaching DemWaves state that the advancing lawmen resorted to the pellets and residents 

encircled them on the bridge and pelted them with bottles. 

The residents have used  old vehicles and other debris to block the bridge, a major artery to the 

mining interior, from since mid-morning until they clased with police around 6 PM. There are 

vehicles backed up on both sides of the bridge. 

Protests have stemmed from the government's introduction of higher electricity rates in the 

mining town which residents are contending they cannot pay at this time. Businesses in the town 

have shut down in sympathy with the residents call. 

Prime Minister Samuel Hinds in an appeal to the residents has urged them to come forward with 

"earnest, realistic proposals" as an alternative to the increased tariffs introduced from July 1. 

"I'm ready for formal proposals. The majority of people want to get on with their lives because 

we have people who want to stir up fear," he said. 

http://www.demerarawaves.com/index.php/201207184211/Latest/breaking-news-police-use-tear-gas-to-disperse-protesting-lindeners.html
http://www.demerarawaves.com/index.php/201207184211/Latest/breaking-news-police-use-tear-gas-to-disperse-protesting-lindeners.html


Mackenzie, on the eastern bank of the Demerara River, has been plunged into blackout but the 

reason is yet unknown. 

The Linden Utility Cooperatives Society Limited (LUSCL) for most of Wednesday turned off its 

supply to residents to Wismar on the western side of the river as part of its protest. (from: 

Demerara Waves Wednesday July 18, 2012) 

 


