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Left foreground, the partially submerged pontoon at the 

same point the bridge collapsed. 

In the wake of Monday’s collapse of a section of 

the Demerara Harbour Bridge under the weight 

of two temporary pontoons, a senior official says 
there are no plans to rehabilitate either of the two 
stellings for ferry vessels in times of emergency. 

General Manager of the Transport and Harbours 
Department, Merclene Merchant told Demerara 
Waves Online News (www.demwaves.com) that 
the 2013 budget is being submitted to rehabilitate 
the Stabroek and Vreed-en-Hoop stellings. 

 
The decrepit Georgetown Ferry Stelling, Stabroek. 
(Picture by Neilon Dias) 

She, however, explained that the works would 
not be aimed at catering for ferry vessels. “The 
rehabilitation of those stellings is not to 
accommodate vessels. It’s just for current 
operations like the speedboats and the car-park 
facility and the vending, not to accommodate 
back the two boats,” she said. 

Merchant said that so far there are no 
contingency plans for ferries to shuttle across 
the river. She promised to discuss the idea with 
Transport Minister, Robeson Benn to ascertain 

whether that option could be explored later. 

Whenever the bridge is out of order; passengers, agricultural produce, other cargo and service providers 

with equipment cannot cross the Demerara River. 

Earlier Monday, apart from passengers, speedboats were being used to shuttle agricultural produce from 

West Demerara to Georgetown. 

In one case, a family chartered a boat to ferry them and several suitcases so that they can reach the 

Cheddi Jagan International Airport for a New York-bound flight. 

Span 61 of the Demerara Harbour Bridge collapsed around 6:45 AM when two temporary pontoons 
snapped, according to General Manager of Demerara Harbour Bridge Inc; Rolston Adams. 
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He forecasts that repairs would be completed by Tuesday because high tide is required to aid in getting 
replacement pontoons under the span.. 

 Produce being offloaded at the Stabroek Stelling. 

“We were doing some repair work and we removed the 
original pontoon and put in two temporary pontoons. 
One of the temporary pontoons which is made up of 
connections, the connections between those sections 
snapped and that caused the pontoon to eventually 
take in water,” he told DemWaves. 

Eyewitnesses said that as that section of the bridge 
was collapsing, several passengers exited a minibus 
and ran for safety while the vehicle hastily continued up 
the slope to the Peters Hall end of the bridge. 

One commuter, who was waiting to travel via speedboat, says he would normally go over to work via the 
bridge but had to travel from Diamond to Stabroek Stelling and as a result of that ,along with the line here, 
he was almost. one hour late for work. 
 
Nazim Abdool who lives in Crane housing Scheme said that he has to stay away from work as a result of 
the bridge situation. Said he normally has to get to work at Jhetoo Lumber Yard at Coverden for 8 AM but 
Monday when he heard about the bridge he came around to the alternative route but the crown and 
confusion made him change his mind about travelling today. 

Latanya Jones, a student in training at the Public 
Health Reference Lab, who is travelling from Parika 
says she would normally leave home at around 7 AM 
to get to work but Monday  morning she left at minutes 
to seven but was still late for work. 

Karen Sealey described the scene at the Vreed-en-
Hoop Stelling as "bare chaos". She is a nurse who has 
to work the late shift and is worried about the persons 
who have to work until after six, as the speedboats 
normally "knock off" at 6 PM. 
A  family of about five, travelling to Barbados, checking 
in at 12:00 is already in Georgetown to avoid missing 
their flight. They described the boat ordeal as scary 

especially for the children as they never traveled by that means before. 
The bridge was commissioned in July 1978. 

 


