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Leroy Brummel 
 

Even as Police Commissioner, Leroy 
Brumell defended Wednesday’s police 
shooting of protesters, the parliamentary 
opposition A Partnership for National 
Unity (APNU) urged that the police 
involved in firing be suspended.  
 
Condemning the killing of three 
protesters and deeming them 
“murderous attacks” on “unprovoked” 
citizens exercising their constitutional 

rights, APNU urged an end to aggressive security operations.  
 
“APNU calls on the President, Mr. Donald Ramotar, to immediately cease the security 
forces’ aggressive operations against unarmed residents and to suspend the officer-in-
charge and the ranks alleged to have been involved in the shooting,” he said.  
The Police Commissioner dismissed APNU’s calls for the officer-in-charge and the 
ranks alleged to have been involved in the shooting to be suspended. “When we do the 
post mortem and other things we would know what actually occurred.” 
 
Brummel said only pellets rather than bullets killed three protesters and injured several 
others.  

 
David Granger 

 

He defended the police’s decision to shoot at unarmed 
protesters, saying that many of them were committing serious 
offences and had ignored repeated calls for them to disperse. 
 
“Pellets is the thing we used. Before the firing actually took place, 
across the bridge they were robbing people and burning people’s 
vehicles,” he told Demerara Waves Online News 
(www.demwaves.com.) 
 
Asked whether the killing of the three persons was justified, the 

Police Commissioner said “The firing was justified (but) it was unfortunate that persons 
died. I can assure you it was unfortunate that people had to die. 
Brummel noted that the Police Force is there to serve the public and so while protesters 
have a right to exercise their constitutional right, it should not be at the expense of 
inconveniencing other people. 
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The Police Commissioner confirmed that there are pockets of protesters who have laid 
huge, heavy debris across a number of roads. Debris such as old tyres is also being 
burnt on streets, keeping police, soldiers and firefighters busy. 
 
APNU says Opposition Leader, David Granger and high level coalition representatives 
have seen the victims of the police shooting and “it is evident that both pellets and live 
ammunition had been used indiscriminately. 
 
“There was no evidence that adequate warning was given to the protestors to disperse. 
It is clear that the Linden protest was a peaceful and lawful assembly and there was no 
attempt by the police to adhere to the principle of minimum force,” added the APNU in 
its statement. 
 
As it did shortly after the December 6 police shooting of innocent protesters, APNU 
called for an independent judicial inquiry into the shooting. 
 
APNU urged restraint on all sides and urged Lindeners to “maintain the focus of their 
peaceful legitimate protest.” The coalition said it would continue to support Lindeners in 
their call for the electricity rate hike to be scrapped. 
 
Speaker of the National Assembly, Raphael Trotman on Thursday said when he would 
have received APNU’s request for the National Assembly to hold an emergency sitting 
to address the Linden crisis, he would consider whether they meet the requirements of 
the Standing Orders. 
 
Backed by APNU and the Alliance For Change (AFC), Lindeners vow that they would 
not pay any increases because they cannot afford to do so due to poverty and high 
unemployment. 
 
They want government to create an investment-friendly environment in Linden and open 
up funding windows to help start small businesses. 

 


