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THE SUMMARY OF BAUXITE – Part 5 
 

 By Dmitri Allicock – for Guyanese Online  

 

The influence of this industry on the people of Upper Demerara and 

Guyana as a whole was extremely significant. An entire town 

revolved around this industry and was ultimately tied to its success or 

failure. 

 

Bauxite is not gone. The bauxite resources of Guyana are still being mapped and the ore 

mining potentials are still, to some extent, not fully known. What has changed is that the 

bauxite industry has drastically declined from what it was.  

 

I can hardly write about bauxite and Linden and skip over some significant events that 

occurred with the Bauxite Industry and Guyana. Guyana’s aspiration to join the third 

world family of independent nations was successful with independence from Britain in 

1966. The journey to political maturity was complex and difficult. We would sadly spiral 

down into that tragic abyss that is so typical of most. Guyana entered a storming night of 

inner struggles and serious mistakes that lead to a disastrous decline all over Guyana 

including the Bauxite industry. 

 

 Nationalization, without deep forethought on future sale and market of Bauxite, strikes, 

corruption, mismanagements and a long series of events from the 1970s saw this 

downward turn and failure of this industry.  

 

The ruins of the multimillion dollar Alumina Plant was a 

shocking site in 2010. I stood outside its broken gates and 

witnessed the jungle taking over. Large sections were being 

cannibalized and salvaged for scrap iron. I felt torn inside and 

for a moment I thought that it was not real. My mind drifted to 

the feeling of watching a western movie and looking at a busted 

and abandoned gold town. It was windy that day and I thought 

tumble weeds would come blowing aimlessly by. The haunting 

echoes of the thousands that once worked there could almost be heard. “A belly up gold 

town where gold did not run out” is a major contradiction and the story of this decline. 

 

Bauxite is everywhere and resources are vast and far from depletion. What was the 

problem with this picture? What was this story of Bauxite all about? We went from 

DEMBA in 1971 to GUYBAU with the nationalization then GUYMINE before 

LINMINE. The industry was already in the red by 1976 with a negative cash flow 

according to the current Prime Minister and Minister of energy and mines Sam Hinds. 

The Alumina Plant was closed in 1982, a mere 11 years after nationalization. The first of 

many retrenchments occurred with 2000 bauxite worker laid off permanently in 1983 and 

signaled what was to come in this industry. 
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By 1992 this non profitable bauxite industry was to be closed as recommended by the 

international agencies associated with the government. The new and current government 

kept it limping along by heavily subsidizing it as suitable investors were sought.  

The industry by then was only a shadow of its former self with greatly diminished staff 

and production. 

 

It appears that the storm has passed and a bright new day is unfolding. We can see the 

Chinese and Russian flags flying over the Bauxite industry at Linden and Berbice, and I 

must have a positive outlook. However, we see a community just a shadow of what it 

used to be. Even the superb areas of Watooka, Richmond Hill and surroundings have not 

been spared. I went looking for the Dairy Farm in 2010 and “swallowed hard” to see the 

wild corio bushes growing through the ruins. Reliable infrastructure of the past is being 

restored. Safe drinkable water supply is still a memory as bottled or boiled water is a 

must. Piped water is better now but is not available 24hrs a day.  

 

Subsidized Electricity is better some days but black outs are now a way of life that the 

residents have learned to live with. Food is once again back on the shelves unlike the late 

1970s and 80s when basic foodstuff was a luxury. Businesses now supply any and all 

consumer items. Gone are the large businesses, replaced by endless small entrepreneurs. 

The big changes are the unbelievable prices. The current generation has no concept of 

money under a dollar. Cash remittance from Guyanese’s abroad and a flourishing illegal 

economy now drives the community.  

 

There is now an association with the Government of China and it is now called BOSAI. 

The Russian Company called RUSAL owns the Berbice operations called Aroaima. The 

Bauxite plant was very quiet in 2010. I had the opportunity to be standing at the very 

congested shanties that was once the town square. At eleven o’clock, I had the customary 

feeling that I would see the rush of workers pouring out of the plant on their way home 

for a quick meal. A bauxite worker is as obscured as the Chinese that supposed to be in 

the area. 

 

The thing that impressed me the most was seeing posters of the many political parties 

side by side on a post. That truly represented an improved Guyana and symbolized that 

we are indeed one people. All overseas Guyanese have one thing in common which is a 

hope to see Guyana flourish. It is so great to hear good news out of Guyana. We may live 

like Americans and Canadians in the day and dream of a better Guyana at night.  

 

It is with excitement and hope that the news of oil and the building of the Amelia’s 

Hydro Electric Project will benefit all Guyanese. Guyana is swinging back and lives will 

improve drastically for all at home. 

 

The new generations of Guyanese must be encouraged and supported with a positive 

outlook. History must be understood and preserved for the future. It must be used in 

every way to build bridges of development for its people. I saw so many beautiful young 

children on my last trip home and wonder how I can best serve them. Most of them were 
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born since 2000. There is no greater treasure in life than children. They must be given 

every chance to grow and to learn their heritage.  

 

The scripture says, “For the Son of man himself did not come to be serve, and to give 

his life as a ransom for many” from words attributed to Jesus in Mark 10:45. We must 

focus our energies by using history to extract the very best for our people. 

The reign of Bauxite served the people of Demerara and Guyana well and there were 

harsh lessons learned.  

 

When Bauxite recovers it will exist with a number of other industries as Linden and 

Guyana push forward. There are lots of talks of revitalization of bauxite by the present 

Guyana Government. There was the signing of a mineral agreement by First Bauxite 

Corporation and the Guyana government in November 2011 that will open a bauxite 

mine at Bonasika, along the Essequibo River.  
 

The company plans to construct a plant designed to promote environmental sustainability, 

with the use of vertical shafts that have zero emissions thereby averting dust and other 

pollution. The company will be looking towards kilns and other sources that are more 

efficient. The CEO presented a draft copy of the feasibility study and said that the 

company is cognizant that mining practices in today’s world must be done with the 

environment at heart. 

 

Although the company is Canadian-based and the capital will come from Canadian 

markets, the expertise and product base will be local. There are reported studies for 

putting down a smelter by the Rusal company. That would be great for the people of 

Upper Demerara. The opening of the Takutu Bridge to Brazil and talks of making the 

road to Brazil a properly paved highway would also be good news. 

 

The lives of the people of upper Demerara 

would improve vastly with this trade route 

being planned. I was impressed to see the 

countless businesses and entrepreneurship 

being practiced by the young people in the 

community. The use of the private taxi to 

get around was a good development but 

the poor Mackenzie/Wismar Bridge is 

taking a beating. What was missing is the 

sense or concern for environment or 

history- a luxury to most. Environmental 

necessities are also a must in any plans 

for a sustainable future. 

 

A whole generation of people have been born that would not recognize the area from just 

30 years ago, as this cultural trend to forget and discard recent history is once again 

observed. It goes to show how important history is. I would also add that history is 

important because we are the past. We are the sum of all the events that have occurred. 

Lack of history is the loss of heritage. It is so important that the area’s heritage be 
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preserved so that its legacy of cultural and educational benefits can serve the future 

generations.  

This area called Linden is a miracle by its self. Located 65 miles deep in the jungle of 

Guyana, it exists only by chance or faith. My family had major influences in the Paterson 

Sawmill, then the Sprostons Railroad and now Bauxite.  

 

When Robert Frederick Allicock, my forefather, sailed up the Demerara River in the late 

1700s and decided to settle at this spot, it was indeed IK HEB DAT NOOITGEDACHT 

meaning I NEVER THOUGHT OR IMAGINE.  

An oasis in the dense tropical rainforest something or event appears to always come at 

the right moment to make things right. Robert Frederick Allicock must have observed 

this phenomenon when he called his plantation Noitgedacht.  

 

For the many that left the area, bauxite will no longer play any significant part in their 

lives. For those at home the relationship will continue. The final chapter on Bauxite is yet 

to be written and optimistically it will be a good one. Painful Lessons were hopefully 

learned and will improve understanding and actions. 

 The story of bauxite and its relationship with the people of upper Demerara for one 

hundred years must be told and not forgotten, because it is a story of the people of 

Upper Demerara and Guyana. 

 

 
THE DAWN OF A NEW DAY IN UPPER DEMERARA BRINGS HOPE FOR A 

BRIGHTER FUTURE 

 

 
 


