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THE SOUNDING OF THE HORN – Part 4B 
 

 

 

 

 

A TRUMPET FIT FOR A KING 
 

   By Dmitri Allicock  - for Guyanese Online 

 

When Bauxite was king, the horn was a part of your natural neurological response. 

The blowing of the horn at the power house occurred at 5.30 am to wake the mines 

workers. Buses and train ran trips in every direction taking workers. The 6.50am horn 

was to alert you to be at the North or South gate. Then the 7.00am horn would let you 

know that workers should be at their stations in the plant. There was the 11.00 am horn 

for lunch or breakfast which is a confusing mixed up of meals that have historical past. 

The 1220 pm horn was to alert the workers that they should be close to their stations 

before the 12.30 pm horn announced the back to work rhythm. The wonderful 4.30 pm 

horn was that the day shift was heading home.  

Thousands of workers would flow out of the plants immediately on foot and bicycles 

heading home to their families or in the case of some to wash away dust and fatigue with 

a cold beer or so. 

 

The Company ran 24hrs a day and the other shifts did their thing also. The bulk of the 

work was on the day shift. The blowing of horn had other important functions also. Old 

year’s parties stopped their music for the New Year to be announced by the 10 minutes 

horn blowing along with the horns of all bauxite ships in port.  

The ½ hour fireworks display from the ships in port was also a very welcome treat. This 

old year’s tradition was a part of every resident in town and miles up or down river .The 

horn was not disliked. They life of the town literally depended on it. School, businesses, 

Cinema, transportation, ferry and the likes, all revolved around this tradition. Demba 

found a very important pulse of the people with this horn. 

 

When I heard the horn a few years ago on a trip home, I stood still for a while to listen. It 

had a welcoming feeling that you were finally home. The last horn blew in 2007 and fell 

silent since. The trumpet fit for a great king name Bauxite was no more! There is a 

siren used today but nothing it seems can replace the magical sounds of the horn that told 

the wonderful story of the reign of Bauxite. 

 

TIME LINE OF BAUXITE BEFORE NATIONALIZATION IN 1971 

 

 1759 First survey undertaken by L.L BERCHEYCK. 

 1860 Bauxite was observed at Christianburg 

 1894 Paterson sawmill and lands sold to the British Government. 



 

 

2 
 

 1897 Sir Henry Harrison collected samples of the ore from Christianburg and Akyma to 

be analyzed   in Georgetown. 

   1910 The results of the analyzed ore of Sir Henry Harrison published in the Official 

Royal Gazette. 

    1912 George Bain Mackenzie a Scottish American and geologist, visited the area 

taking back samples of the ore to be analyzed in Georgetown 

   1914 George Bain Mackenzie bought up land in the area now called Mackenzie for the 

Bauxite Company of Alcoa. This period saw the movement of all of the residents there to 

the upper and lower Demerara River. 

 

    1914 Demerara Bauxite Company, Limited (DEMBA), owned by Aluminum 

Company of America (Alcoa), secured leases around the Mackenzie area 

where bauxite deposits were identified 

    1916    DEMBA was incooperated and registered in Georgetown and 

commenced mining of bauxite at Three Friends mine and later at Akyma 

mine (also known as Maria Elizabeth) south of Mackenzie. 

     1929  The Aluminum Company of Canada (Alcan) took over control of 

DEMBA. 

1930 - 40  A drilling program was undertaken by DEMBA in the Ituni area south of 

Mackenzie. 

1937 - 44  A small number of bauxite deposits were located by DEMBA near the 

Essequibo River. 

1938  The first shipment of refractory A-grade super calcined bauxite (RASC) 

byDEMBA. 

The Berbice Company Limited began exploration in the Kwakwani area. 

1942  The Berbice Bauxite Company, a subsidiary of American Cyanamid, 

commenced production of chemical grade bauxite (CGB) at Kwakwani. 

1943  DEMBA expanded its mining operations to Ituni, south of Mackenzie. 

1952  The Berbice Bauxite Company was acquired by Reynolds Metals 

Company and began production of metallurgical grade bauxite (MAZ) at 

Kwakwani. 

1955 - 56  Drilling was carried out by Harvey Aluminum Incorporated in the Groete 

Creek and Blue Mountains areas west of the Essequibo River. 

1956  DEMBA commenced construction of an alumina refinery plant at 

Mackenzie. 

1957  Barima Minerals Limited drilled selected targets in the Pomeroon area. 

1970  The town of Linden, which incorporates the mining town Mackenzie and 

two former village districts, Wismar and Christianburg, was established. 

1971  DEMBA was nationalized and renamed Guyana Bauxite Company 

(GUYBAU). 


