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Springtime: - The Pictures above are a collage of flowers of Guyana and the Caribbean

March 30 is Budget Day in Guyana
-- Finance Minister Dr
Ashni Singh has announced that Guyana’s national budget for 2012 will be presented before
the National Assembly next Friday, March 30.
This will be Singh's sixth budget and his first
since the historic 28 November 2011 general
elections, when he was reappointed.
GEORGETOWN, Guyana (GINA)

GECOM’s results not a reliable
basis to determine who won
presidency – APNU
March 20, 2012 | By KNews |

After days of street protests and weeks of waiting, A Partnership for National Unity (APNU) has
finally released its report following scrutiny of the
Election Day Statements of Poll (SOPs) handed
over to the party by the Guyana Elections ComBudget 2011 was presented by Singh on January mission (GECOM).
17, 2011 under the theme "Together Building Tomorrow's Guyana Today", and was the largest In the report, the APNU asserts that, “The party
budget in the country's history at a total of $161.4 votes on the Statements of Poll do not total to
the votes attributed to each party in GECOM fibillion (US$804 million).
nal count.” Therefore, given the discrepancies
The minister has previously indicated that Budget uncovered “the final election results and the re2012 will continue to reflect the government's sults gazetted by GECOM are incorrect.”
emphasis on promoting economic growth and
social development in Guyana, with ongoing pri- The report states that Deputy Regional Officers
ority given to investment in and physical infra- prepared several SOPs that were unsigned by
presiding officers or polling agents, “these SOPs
structure and social services. .
were then scanned and distributed to the con***
testing parties via compact disc with the stated
Budget Day is March 30; no consulta- communiqué that the Statements of Polls were
tions with opposition
copies of originals…Clearly false.”
March 21, 2012 –

Guyana’s National Budget is to be
presented to the 65-National Assembly next
week Friday, despite the absence of consultations with the opposition which controls the
House. ….
When contacted, Shadow Finance Minister, Carl
Greenidge flayed the government for not engaging in any consultations on the budget.
Greenidge, himself a former Finance Minister,
recalled writing government thrice, asking for
pre-budget talks. He said his request had also
included a draft agenda. But none of his correspondence was acknowledged. [more]

APNU contends that GECOM’s absence of a defined policy on the use of SOPs, allows for the
use of copies of SOPs instead of originals in the
final count; “as a result GECOM does not have
in storage original Statements of Poll for multiple
polling stations.”
The coalition of parties also says that as a result
of a final list of polling stations never being provided by GECOM to the political parties and
stakeholders that matched the polling stations
used on Election Day “GECOM is unable to provide a final list of the private residences used as
polling stations.” [more]
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Welcome to the Guyanese Online Newsletter

By: Cyril Bryan. Editor and Publisher
This is the 24th edition of the Guyanese Online
Newsletter. It culminates two years of publishing
the Blog website and the Newsletters. Thanks
for your support…...

Guyanese Online
The Guyanese Online Newsletter and the Guyanese
Online Blog Website are independent publications that
have been designed, edited, produced and published by
Cyril Bryan. Organizations get FREE advertising.

Cyril Bryan

The Parliamentary Pantomime continues...
By: Cyril Bryan — Editor

In our last issue we featured political and economic news
items that reflected the systemic changes that are occurring in Guyana since the General and Regional Elections
of November 30, 2011. In this issue we continue to highlight them as the PPP minority government asserts itself.

First, it was the appointment of the Speaker and Deputy
Speaker. Then there was the supplementary budget of
over G$5B that was spent from the Contingency Fund
without prior Legislative approval. There were many questions regarding where and how the money was spent.
However, it was eventually passed when the AFC abstained from voting against its passage. This was the first
piece of legislation approved by this new Parliament.
Now the arguments are over the number of members in
the Committees in Parliament and the ability of the Parliament to change its Committee structure. The PPP Government has now involved the courts in the matter, but
then there is the issue of “Separation of Powers” and
whether the Courts have jurisdiction over Parliament.
The next big “event” in Parliament will be the 2012 Budget,
due to be tabled on March 30th. There have been no consultations with the opposition on this matter. Based on
what we have seen to date, we can expect more conflict
as the ruling party deals with the new reality of a Parliament that can veto expenditure and contracts, and is no
longer a “rubber stamp” of the Executive branch of Government. Guyana is in for some “interesting times”
We, in the Diaspora, are mainly observers hoping that
somehow the country will be reorganized to achieve its
fullest potential. We would like to see harmony and cooperation between the political parties so there is ‘value
for money’ in the various development projects. There is
no doubt that most Guyanese, irrespective of party affiliation, want to see the reduction in corruption and the wasting of money by Government and Government entities.
Local Government Elections have not been held since
1996. The City of Georgetown and its environs are a disgrace and it is about time that there are Elections and
proper powers given to the municipality to ensure tax collection. Also, that the Central Government allocates funds
for drainage and other infrastructure re-development that
reflects the fact that almost half of the population lives in
the Georgetown area, and that it is the centre of commerce for thousands inside and outside its borders.

Individuals, Organizations, Associations and Guyanese
groups should send e-mails with their announcements,
features, news, pictures, videos, ideas, event reports and
advertisements for publication to the editor:
Cyril Bryan’s E-mail: guyaneseonline@gmail.com
or cybryan@gmail.com

Feb 24 – Mar 23 - 30 Most popular entries
Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com

Guyana Floods – March 2012 – floods in Georgetown
Barbados – Scotland’s Sugar Slaves – 4 videos
Heart Surgeon Admits Huge Mistake! – By Dwight Lundell, MD
Famous People of Guyanese Heritage
Mashramani 2012 Guyana – pictures
Guyana Floods – March 2012 – Several drainage pumps
fail as city is submerged
There is no reason to apologize for the “Burnham Era” –
Commentary
MASH 2012 – Costume Parade – February 23, 2012
March 20-22, 2012 Next Mega Earthquake, AXIS Shift /
US Could Be Next! – videos with updates
Guyana Republic Ball – February 26,- Orlando – pictures
Alana Seebarran of Guyana – Miss India Worldwide 2012
Fruits of Trinidad and Tobago – and Guyana
MASH 2012 – Mashramani Pan-o-rama Steel
Band Competition
Barbadian Migration to British Guiana,1840-1960 – by Frederick Alleyne
The Jeff Corwin: Guyana Land Of the Giants – 2 videos
MASH 2012 – “Guyana Funtime” – Slingshot Drepaul
Guyana Floods – February 2012 – Updated articles
First black female fighter pilot follows childhood dream
MASH 2012 – Mashramani Children’s Parade…
A Brief History of Portuguese in Buxton/Friendship:
The Royal Visit of Queen Elizabeth II and Prince Phillip to
British Guiana in 1966.
The East Indian Presence in Trinidad and Tobago 18451917 – six videos
Carnival 2012 – Machel Montano – ‘PUMP YUH FLAG’
Jessica Sanchez – I Will Always Love You – American
Idol 2012
World Maps – This is a fantastic information tool
MASH 2012 – Jumo “Rubber Waist” Primo is Soca King
The farce we call West Indies cricket – By Lester B. Bird
“I am a Guyanese” – music video by Adrian Dutchin
Spencer Wells — “Human family tree” and “Journey
of man”
The Dubai Fountain – Tribute to Whitney Houston – 2012
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Guest Editorial - Looking back and giving back
MARCH 20, 2012 | BY KNEWS | EDITORIAL

saw the refurbishing of the neonatal unit also unIncreasingly, Guyanese who left these shores dertook to train local nurses to operate the modyears ago are looking back. For many years now, ern equipment.
there were those who kept sending money for
Many of these donations and presentations are
their relatives because they believed that times
done quietly. Sometimes the government simply
were hard and that their relatives needed some
sits idly by and would only show its appreciation
measure of financial support. This may not have
by hosting a dinner or some social event for the
been the case because many of these relatives
people who brought the donation.
simply splurged with the extra cash they received.
For example, in the not too distant past a group
There have also been those who were firm in their
named Kids First Fund, with support from another
conviction to return home at the end of their prooverseas-based group named Three Rivers
ductive years overseas. Where they had property
Foundation, gave many children a new lease on
either gifted to them or left by some relatives, they
life. It packed up a number of children and took
spent excessively to make the home a place of
them to India for heart surgery. That programme
comfort.
seems to have dried up because there is simply
This is particularly evident in the villages where not enough money to maintain it.
there are large fashionable homes built with
The health sector must be the largest beneficiary
money from overseas by the people who recogof support and help from overseas-based Guynize that it would be a much simpler life back in
anese. Guyana has two dialysis centres because
Guyana.
of the contribution from overseas-based GuyBut there are the others who actually make solid anese and remigrants. The first one allowed peocontributions to national institutions. The many ple who would have never dreamed to come
Old Students’ Associations keep helping to de- back because of the absence of a dialysis mavelop their alma mater. The largest of these are chine, to do so. Today there is a centre that has
the Queen’s College and the Bishops’ High reduced the cost of dialysis. Every piece of
School and St. Stanislaus College alumni. These equipment came from overseas support.
were among the first to establish computer laboraHad the government been called on to introduce
tories in the schools. Recently, the Old Students’
dialysis it would have been some time before
Association of President’s College outfitted the
there could have been a centre. In fact, the govschool’s basketball team.
ernment had at one time said that there was no
Nurses and doctors have not been dilatory in giv- need for a dialysis centre in Guyana since there
ing back to the various hospitals in Guyana. We were simply not enough cases. The then Minister
have had nurses donating a variety of articles of Health was sorely wrong. But then again she
needed by hospitals. Included in this list would be may have been seeking justification for the failure
linen, gloves, bandages and even some surgical of the government to provide the service.
equipment.
Over time we have been talking about the DiasLast week, Dr Surendra Singh came home to pre- pora. We have been critical of those who leave
side over the commissioning of a state-of-the-art the country, accusing them of abandoning ship
neonatal ward. There were many premature ba- and of taking their skills away from a country that
bies in the new incubators, each fitted with oxygen needs it. Today we talk about the Diaspora and
how useful it is.
masks and other life supporting devices.
It certainly cost a fortune to outfit this department
and it surely informed the government that there
are things out there that would make what we
have seem obsolete. Further, the group that over-

There is a lot to be had from those who left for
one reason or the other. What is interesting is
that they are the ones who are saving lives in this
poor Guyana, having left when they did.
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Parliament of the
Cooperative
Republic of Guyana

Guyana’s Coat of Arms and an aerial view of Guyana’s Parliament Buildings
Note: Click headlines to read
the articles in full

Guyana’s Parliament

Gov't, opposition lawyers haggle over
court jurisdiction on the legislature
March 16, 2012 – Demerara Waves

Government and opposition lawyers on Friday haggled over whether the High Court
has jurisdiction to determine
whether the National Assembly
has violated the principle of proportionality in composing the Committee of Selection.

Parliament is Opposition Dictatorship - Ramotar
(GINA).– March 24, 2012 (Demerara Waves)

President Donald Ramotar maintains
that A Partnership for National Unity
(APNU) and the Alliance For Change
(AFC) are squandering the opportunity to work with
the Government and, that the Government’s move to
the High Court is to protect the sanctity of parliamenGovernment wants the court to declare that the nine- tary democracy.
member Committee of Selection, appointed on Feb- Addressing members of the media during a press
ruary 10, be declared null and void because it vio- conference today at Office of the President, the Head
lates the proportionality principle laid down in Guy- of State said that his continued monitoring of the
ana’s constitution. The High Court, according to gov- situation in Parliament clearly shows that, “APNU and
ernment, should also declare that all Standing Com- the AFC are squandering the opportunity of working
mittees and Special Select Committees be consti- together with us in the interest of our nation. .[more]
tuted in proportion to the number of seats each political party was allocated based on the results of the Divided Opposition approves Govt.
November 28 general election. The matter is being
contentious $5B expenditure
heard before Chief Justice, Ian Chang. [more]

A major Parliamentary change for better
or worse

…even as Speaker strikes out Prime Minister’s challenge
By Gary Eleazar - KNEW - March 14, 2012

A division in the ranks of the political opposition parties in the National Assembly yesterday saw the apThe Parliament is suddenly a scene of contentious
proval for the $3.4B Financial Paper #8 which came
issues, not because it has been a place where everyby way of Supplementary provision.
thing is greeted with unanimity, but because this time
around there is no way the parties can seem to The Financial Paper had forced the previous sitting of
agree even after the speaker’s gavel is sounded. the National Assembly to end in a stalemate with the
Usually there are the debates that tend to be acrimo- Deputy Speaker of the House, Deborah Backer, susnious because the various political parties hold diver- pending the engagement to seek further advice on the
way forward.
gent views.
March 17, 2012 | Filed Under Editorial

Sometimes the issues are not as serious as the politicians would wish them to appear but they have implications for sections of the society. There are times
when amendments are offered and accepted so that
everyone could leave the National Assembly with
something to take to his or her supporters. [more]

Following the announcement of the ruling by substantive Speaker of the House, Raphael Trotman, the remaining Financial Paper was put to a vote, yesterday.
On the very first item up for consideration which was a
$400M+ allocation for the Office of the Prime Minister’s Electrification Programme, APNU…. [more]
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Guyana’s Parliament and Governance
Continued from previous page

Note: Click headlines to read the articles in full

AFC anticipates parliamentary support for
motion to Reform GECOM
MARCH 2, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

Recent revelations issued by the Organisation of
American States (OAS) Electoral Observer Mission to
the Guyana General and Regional Elections has led
to the Alliance for Change (AFC) calling for a reform
of the Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM). The
OAS in a recent report revealed a number of concerns
that have not been limited [...]

Greenidge says Government trying to divert
attention from accountability, corruption issues
March 24, 2012 | By KNews | Filed Under News

A Partnership for National Unity (APNU) Shadow Minister of Finance, Carl Greenidge is accusing the
PPP/C Government of trying to divert attention from
issues of accountability and corruption by besmirching
his integrity and challenging his tenure as Minister of
Finance.
In a press release yesterday, Greenidge stated while
he is not opposed to any scrutiny of his tenure as Finance Minister, he believes that Government has embarked on a campaign to divert attention from important matters by issuing personal attacks on him in the
National Assembly. [more]

Ramotar responds to opposition on corruption charges
Full Story | KNEWS - March 25, 2012

Being in office for just four months, President Donald
Ramotar has hesitated to categorically rule President
Donald Ramotar out corruption in his government.
The issue is one that the President has vowed to aggressively fight, but while he is defending his government, he is not treating the matter wholesale as if to
say that is how he will always feel about the award of
massive infrastructure projects.... [more]

Review of QAII Sanata Complex deal not
ruled out
March 25, 2012 | By KNews |

….but Ramotar says “NICIL has not done anything illegal”

Head of State, Donald Ramotar, says that he has not
ruled out any review of the transaction undertaken by
the Bharrat Jagdeo administration with Queens Atlantic Investment Inc (QAII) which is headed by Dr.
Ranjisinghi ‘Bobby’ Ramroop.
That transaction was handled primarily by Winston
Brassington of the National Industrial Commercial
and Investments Ltd (NICIL) for which former Head
of the Guyana Office for Investment (Go Invest),
Geoff Da Silva, had admitted that a mistake was
made in relation to concessions granted to QAII.

NICIL discloses land sale at Linden
Ramotar banks on ‘the future’ for Marriott
success
March 24, 2012 | By KNews |

MARCH 23, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

…and the transfer of the Sanata Complex to Jagdeo’s best friend The National Industrial Commercial
and Investments Limited (NICIL), during the last
quarter of 2011, disposed of 16 plots of land to several individuals in Mackenzie/Linden Industrial Site.
The sale of land minus the amount of money received for the various plots, each less [...]

President Donald Ramotar has said that the country
has a bright future ahead, and projects like the Marriott Hotel, help to pave the way for that future.
The government has faced unrelenting criticism for its
decision to go ahead with the US$58 million project
despite the evidence that hotels are struggling to fill Grassroots women demand accountability
their rooms.
from women parliamentarians
Among the reasons for the decision to build the hotel,
Ramotar stated at a press conference, is that it will MARCH 17, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS
While some women across Guyana celebrated
allow Guyana to host “important conferences.”
But it is the future prospects that Ramotar boasted “International Women’s Day” at home two Thursday’s
ago, some chose to observe the day on Thursday
most of yesterday to justify a decision to build.
last by letting their voices be heard in front of Parlia“Look at what will be happening in this country if we ment Building. Women from all parts of Guyana held
find oil…should we not try to anticipate our future and up placards demanding a budget that caters for the
prepare for that?” Ramotar asked. [more]
needs and interests [...]
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Note: Click headlines to read
the articles in full

DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

US advising Guyana how to spend “oil”
money

Dr. Naraine was paid US$230 a day to watch
‘Fip’ bungle US$15.4M project

FEBRUARY 29, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

MARCH 18, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

Major focus is being placed on the country’s natural
resources and should there be a discovery of oil in the
near future, Guyana would be faced with an abundance of revenue which would need to be properly
managed for future investments. In light of this, the
US Embassy has launched a three-day workshop ...

Greenidge questions suitability of Amaila
Falls for Hydro-power
FEBRUARY 27, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

….queries why Guyana ignored Brazil’s proposal
for 200+MW plant “It’s a big project…It is a huge project and we cannot afford to make a mistake here.”
Former Minister of Finance Carl Greenidge, while
lauding the derivatives of cheaper and competitive
electricity, questions why the Government of Guyana
ignored the Brazilian proposal a ...

…staff provided with, duty free vehicle, fuel, meals, hotel fees

On June 8, 2010 some four months after granting a
US$15.4M contract to Makeshwar ‘Fip’ Motilall of
Synergy Holdings Inc to build the Amaila Falls Road
and to clear a path for a transmission main, Cabinet
gave its no objection to SRKN’Gineering securing
$63.5M …..

Amaila Falls $15.4M road project…Clear evidence of inefficiency exists – Ramjattan
MARCH 21, 2012- FILED UNDER NEWS

“…. AG must prosecute or face no-confidence motion”

Dr Krishna Narine and SRKN’s involvement in monitoring the project and approving payment certificates for Makeshwar ‘Fip’ Motilall’s Synergy Holdings Inc., even as the ‘road’ contractor “made a
mess” of a US$15.4M project, is “clear evidence of
inefficiency” and as such Attorney General, Anil
Nandlall, must move to the courts to prosecute //

Amaila Falls hydro-electric project…Prime
Minister Sam Hinds’ response to Carl
Greenidge

Amaila Falls US$15.4M road project…
Inefficiency is not an offence-AG

FEBRUARY 29, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

MARCH 21, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

Please allow me to point out some inaccuracies
and to shed some light on some of the questions
raised in the article, “Greenidge questions suitability of
Amaila Falls for Hydropower” published in the
Kaieteur News of Monday, 27th February, 2012. In
summary, Guyana has not ignored the offers from
Brazil but,

Attorney General, Anil Nandlall, has responded to
an article that quotes Member of Parliament for the
Alliance for Change, Khemraj Ramjattan, as calling
on the Attorney General to prosecute an inefficient
consultant on the Amaila Falls road project. We
publish his response. …

Bosai announces US$100M expansion plans
GPL to pay US$100 million a year for hydro
power – IMF staff report
FEBRUARY 26, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

The Guyana Power and Light Company (GPL) would
have to pay US$100 million annually for electricity
generated from Amaila Falls, a staff report by the International Monetary Fund (IMF) states in sounding
caution against the contingent fiscal liabilities associated with the large hydro project. “The AFHP is expected to have a transformational […

March 12, 2012 (Demwaves) Bosai

Minerals Group Guyana
Inc. (BMMG) on Monday announced that it will be
investing some US$100M to expand its operations
at Linden, creating more than 500 jobs in the process while moving closer to resolving dust pollution
issues from its operations. Company officials met
Natural Resources and the Environment Minister
Robert Persaud on Monday following which the media was briefed on the new investments which will
be spread across the next two years. …...
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SECURITY and POLICING
IMMIGRATION SMUGGLING

REPORTED SCAMS

Venezuela deploys troops to Guyana Border
to combat drug trafficking

Dealer blows lid on Education Ministry’s book
scam…Billions spent on outdated text books

MARCH 17, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

FEBRUARY 26, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

Venezuela’s Defense Minister says the military will
deploy about 15,000 soldiers to regions along the
country’s borders, including that with Guyana, in order to combat armed groups and drug trafficking, a
Washington Post report said yesterday. The report
has raised some concern in Guyana, since it comes
just a few days after the Venezuelan [...]

- manipulates procurement procedures “You have to
understand that there is no clear-cut text book policy
in Guyana. Many of the books being ordered…there
is no way to determine whether they are relevant to
the curriculum or not. So books are being ordered
and sometimes even the teachers don’t want them.”
A local book dealer [...]

GDF, US army in joint tactical military training exercise
FEBRUARY 29, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

Over the next nine days, ranks from the Guyana Defence Force (GDF) will be teaming up with ranks
from the United States Army in a joint exercise
dubbed ‘Fused Response 2012’. The initiative is a
US Southern Command sponsored exercise involving a combined contingent of the local and foreign
forces. Yesterday, during a media briefing [...]

Controversial $90M… We didn’t tell police to
beg for food –Home Affairs Ministry
MARCH 22, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

The Ministry of Home Affairs has stated that it never
advised the police to seek assistance from the business community to feed ranks during last November’s General and Regional elections. Divisional
Commanders had indicated to this newspaper, that
they were advised by Commissioner of Police, Henry
Greene, to seek the assistance of the public [...]

Rohee declares loss of confidence in Ramnarine - calls on Brumell to discipline him
FULL STORY ...

Also read: AFC slams Rohee’s persecution of

Ramnarine

Education Ministry text book scam…Baksh: I
was not involved in contract awards, payments
FEBRUARY 28, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

Former Education Minister, Shaik Baksh, has distanced himself from what is turning out to be a major
scam involving the ordering of text books. Yesterday,
in a statement threatening Kaieteur News with possible legal action, Baksh who was not returned as a
Minister or a Parliamentarian under the Donald
Ramotar administration, also said that [...]’

Poor design of Supenaam Stelling made failure inevitable
MARCH 18, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

…as 2010 report lambasts Consultants
The still to
be completed Supenaam Stelling which is now set to
accommodate Roll on Roll off ferries appeared to
have been destined for numerous hurdles. A 2010
report ordered by Prime Minister Sam Hinds and released to the National Assembly on Thursday, highlighted problems that plagued the docking [...]

Rohee cannot prevent $90M audit
tor General

– Audi-

MARCH 19, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

During a recent barrage of impromptu questions in
the National Assembly by Volda Lawrence of A Partnership for National Unity (APNU) Home Affairs Minister Clement Rohee dismissed the need for an audit
into the $90M allocated to the Guyana Police Force,
but the Auditor General says ‘not so fast.’ This [...]
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Georgetown News

No new taxes in Georgetown's budget;
rate amnesty abolished
March 19,2012—Demerara Waves

Residents and businesses in Georgetown will not have
to pay higher taxes this year but the municipality Monday said that depends heavily on whether central government will pay an GUY$825 million street-light bill.
Head of the Georgetown City Council’s Finance Committee, Junior Garrett, in delivering his GUY$1.9 billion
budget, also announced that the municipality would be
scrapping amnesties and embarking on an aggressive
tax-collection campaign including prosecutions.
Garrett said Georgetown was losing hundreds of millions of dollars in interest whenever an amnesty is
granted to encourage defaulting rate payers to settle
their debts. “That is unjustifiable to persons who pay
on time. Why must the delinquent taxpayers benefit?
We are saying that there would be no more amnesty,”
he said. [more]

Public Buildings surroundings are a
"national embarrassment" - Speaker

The state of the environment surrounding the Parliament Buildings has irked Speaker of the National
Assembly Raphael Trotman who says it is a source
of national and international embarrassment.
The area has long been an eyesore and had also
City Hall remains divided on 2012 budget
incurred the displeasure of his predecessor Ralph
MARCH 20, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS
Ramkarran but seemingly nothing has been done to
- Deputy Mayor hopes plan breathes new hope for correct the situation over the years. [ more ]
entity
Even as City Hall’s $1.9 billion budget was presented
to the public yesterday, the Mayor and Councillors remain divided on the document’s content.
Although it was publicized that the budget would have
been presented to the public yesterday, Mayor Hamilton Green in an Interoffice Memorandum dated March
16 to the Town Clerk and copied to Councillors stated
“…I was not consulted as to the time of this purported
event.”

NPC refutes reports of mismanagement of
Zoological Park
FEBRUARY 27, 2012 | KNEWS

The National Parks Commission (NPC) has issued a statement clarifying what they describe as
“gross misconceptions by various stakeholders and
sections of the media regarding the management of
the Botanical Gardens, Zoological Park and National Park”. According to the statement, the NPC
said that they have not entered any agreement with
In fact, the Mayor was absent from the reading of the the Guyana [...]
budget on March 14 when the decision was made to
have the public reading set for March 19 at 10:00 am.
Green has promised to express his views about the Dredging of Demerara River channel a top
management and financial conditions as it relates to priority – Shipping Association
the delivery of services that the citizens are entitled to. FEBRUARY 28, 2012 | KNEWS
targets Lethem as key transshipment point
It appears that many Councillors are in support with
the Mayor. The initial reading of the budget was inter- The dredging of the Demerara River, training and a
rupted when several Councillors walked out while faster document processing system with the GuyChairman of the Finance Committee, Junior Garrett ana Revenue Authority (GRA) remain major prioriwas making his presentation. Since then many Coun- ties of the Shipping Association of Guyana (SAG).
cillors have abstained from attending the subsequent According to the association, this year it is set to
resurge with a well crafted strategy to [...]
meetings. [more]
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Natural Resources

Guyana targets 336, 000 ounces of gold in
2012

Guyana gets US technical, capacity building help
for oil, gas industry

MARCH 2, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

GEORGETOWN, Guyana (GINA)

Guyana is targeting 336, 000 ounces of gold
for this year since the rapidly expanding gold
mining industry is well positioned to enjoy even
more lucrative returns in 2012 as global predictions see the price for the precious metal increasing by 17 per cent, to $US1, 850 per
ounce. Last year, gold traded [...]
Canadian firm expects 4.6M ounces of gold
from Aurora claim
FEBRUARY 25, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

-plans to spend US$525M initially -will mine
average of 256,000 ounces annually A feasibility
study into the Aurora Gold Project, said to be
Guyana’s next large scale goldmine, has shown
positive results with the Canadian company yesterday saying that it can potentially extract up to
4.6 million ounces of gold during the planned [...]
Canadian Exploration Company reports large
uranium find in Kurupung
MARCH 2, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

The Canadian exploration company U3O8
Corp’s Resource Drilling, which is currently operating in Guyana, says that its most recent drilling
activities have unearthed a significant Uranium
find here. The company yesterday reported that
the find is of such importance, that it could catapult it from “a junior explorer to the ranks of a
handful [...]
Lottery permits, quarterly mining publication
to enhance transparency – Natural Resources Minister
MARCH 2, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

- Guyana to be represented in Investors Exchange in Canada A lottery of 60 special mining permit parcels in each of the mining district,
for a total of 360 parcels, along with quarterly
publication of a mining supplement are processes being used by the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment in order [...]

-- The Energy Governance and Capacity Initiative (EGCI), a United States
Department of State-led effort in collaboration with
the government of Guyana is hosting a three-day
workshop to provide capacity building assistance .to
participants. The EGCI is aimed at providing a range
of technical and capacity building support to host
governments of selected countries that are on the
verge of becoming the world’s next generation of oil
and gas producers.

Ansa McAl concedes delay in announcing
MoU with Guyana
MARCH 1, 2012 | KNEWS

…. says no deal signed yet with govt. The
Trinidad-based conglomerate Ansa McAl is insisting it has no secret deal with the Guyana
Government to build an ethanol plant here, but is
merely looking to see if such a project is possible. However, company executives did agree
that there was a delay in [...]
Billion dollar Manganese Matthews Ridge investment…Company not relocating residents
in mining area
FEBRUARY 25, 2012 | KNEWS

Officials of Reunion Manganese Inc say contrary to rumors the Canadian company exploring
for manganese in the Matthews Ridge, Region
One will not be relocating residents in the area
and does not intend to deforest the area in order
to carry out its operations. On a media tour yesterday at the headquarters [...]
Top exec. resigns from Aurora Gold Project
MARCH 20, 2012 | KNEWS

- company assembling new team
Claude Lemasson has resigned as President and
Chief Operating Officer (“COO”) of the Guyana Goldfield Inc. (GGI) with effect from April 9th, a statement
from the company said yesterday. Lemasson was a
public face of the Canadian company which announced last year that it was building Guyana’s largest goldmine [...]
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Other News from Guyana

GRA to vigorously pursue tax evadersSattaur

Daily maintenance, inspections crucial for
Demerara Harbour Bridge (DHB)

-emphasis placed on high income earning professionals

MARCH 17, 2012 | Pull

Georgetown, GINA, March 24, 2012

Whilst some brackets of workers recognise it is their
duty to pay taxes, there are others who, especially
belong to the higher brackets of income earning particularly professionals like the doctors, and attorneysat-law negate their obligation.
Commissioner General of the Guyana Revenue Authority (GRA), Khurshid Sattaur in a recent
interview said that the authority will be increasing its
efforts to bring to justice tax evaders, specifically
those who are professionals.
“On an annual basis there are categories of
professionals-among them are accountants, lawyers,
doctors, architects, civil engineers, dentists, land surveyors, pharmacists…in excess of 530, who are required to take up practising and serving fees which
are due at the end of February every year…the condition which they are required to take a fee is laid out
in the Tax Act…one of those conditions is that they
must have complied with the statutory organisation
under the Tax Act, of filing their returns and making
payments on their taxes which are due on February
28 every year…this is not done,” Sattaur said

quote: “This bridge is about maintenance, maintenance, maintenance you never stop
maintaining it. So when you get to one end you have
to restart the other end because something else will
go…’’ – Adams General Manager of the Demerara
Harbour Bridge, Rawlston Adams, has stated that
daily maintenance and inspections are [ more ]

GRA announces two-day wait for driver’s licences - computerised ones for introduction
this year
FEBRUARY 26, 2012 | Pending the introduction of a computerised system for drivers’ licences later this year,
authorities have introduced an interim one which will
take up to two days for an application for renewal to
be processed. According to the Guyana Revenue
Authority (GRA), drivers will be issued ….[ more ]

Govt. to receive another US$40M from
LCD funds
FEBRUARY 27, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

Guyana is due for another payment of US $40M from
the Norwegian Government for the funds generated
from the LCDS. US $70M has already been released
thus far, according to Minister of Natural Resources
and Environment, Robert Persaud.
Persaud disclosed this at a recent visit to Port Kaituma, Region One where he met with representatives of the Guyana Geology and Mines Commission
(GGMC), Guyana Forestry Commission (GFC), Guyana Lands and Survey Commission (GLSC) and Regional officials.
Last month, sixteen North Rupununi villages signed
up to help the country push to receive monies for
preserving its state forests. ……...
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University of Guyana
Agreement reached for normalcy at UG
FEBRUARY 29, 2012 | KNEWS

-conciliation for three lecturers sent home in one
week after resumption The resumption of duty by
three University of Guyana lecturers, whose services
ended in January, will be up for conciliation within
one week by the Ministry of Labour. This is according
to a statement issued by the University which pointed
out that the [...]

Other Articles on Education
GTU flays Chief Education Officer for statement
on student failure
MARCH 17, 2012 | KNEWS

-says ‘No Child Left Behind policy poorly implemented The Guyana Teachers’ Union (GTU) is calling on the Chief Education Officer (CEO), Olato
Sam, to provide data or evidence to substantiate his
recent statement that many children were “doomed
to fail” because of teachers. According to Colin
Bynoe, President of GTU, comments made by Sam
during [...]

Labour Ministry averts strike at UG…Unions, UG
administration agree to review problematic areas
FEBRUARY 26, 2012 | KNEWS

The Unions of the University of Guyana (UG)
have opted to call off the threatened strike, which
was slated for tomorrow. This decision was taken
yesterday during a meeting with the University Administration, which was facilitated by Labour Minister,
Dr. Nanda Gopaul. The process, which was also assisted by Mohammed Akeel former [...]

Dentex warned to refrain from illegal practices
FEBRUARY 26, 2012 | KNEWS

–As 10 join the public health sector Equipped with
the knowledge and skills to help bolster the dental
health service delivered by the Ministry of Health, 10
Dentex were on Friday duly certified at a simple
graduation ceremony at Cara Lodge, Quamina
Street, Georgetown. However, ahead of being officially certified, the graduands were subjected to [...]

University’s US$10M Project closer to reality –
Manickchand

‘Old Story Time’ for school stages

MARCH 22, 2012 | KNEWS

MARCH 18, 2012 | KNEWS

Minister of Education, Priya Manickchand, is confident that the US$10M World Bank University of Guyana (UG) Science and Technology Support Project is
closer to becoming a reality. During an interview with
this publication yesterday, Manickchand indicated
the Ministry and University’s readiness to approach
the Minister of Finance next week to sign the loan
document [...]

Countrywide dramatisation of CXC English B
Text For the third year running, Top Cat Theatre Productions, in collaboration with the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Culture, will aid students taking
English B at 2012 Caribbean Secondary School’s
Examination “CSEC” on May 11, by staging a drama
around Guyana. The initiative targets some [...]

Controversy still surrounding some UG programmes
FEBRUARY 28, 2012 | KNEWS

Controversy continues to surround the failure on the
part of the University of Guyana to resolve issues as
it relates to the offering of a number of programmes
in the Faculty of Health Sciences. Among the programmes that are hanging in the balance are the Optometry, Rehabilitation Sciences and Pharmacy programmes, which according to [...]

CXC Examinations fraud up
MARCH 18, 2012 | KNEWS
Barbados (Barbados Nation) –

The incidence of fraud in the Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC) exams, is on the increase and
the Council has taken a zero tolerance approach to
the deceit. That’s according to Susan Giles, Senior
Assistant Registrar for examinations administration
and security, who stressed that CXC would not be
tolerating plagiarism, [...]
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MEDICAL

News items from Guyana on Medical related subjects
March 16, 2012 (Demerara Waves)

A section of the refurbished
NeoNatal Intensive Care Unit at
the Georgetown Hospital

GPHC gets neonatal
care boost
The Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation
(GPHC) has boosted its capacity to care for premature babies through the acquisition of more sophisticated equipment with the help of Canada-based
group Guyana – Help the Kids.
At the launch of the refurbished NeoNatal Intensive
Care Unit (NICU) Friday Chief of Pediatrics at the
Humber River Regional Hospital Dr. Narendra Singh
told reporters that the activity was historic.
“What we’ll be able to do now we’ve never been able
to do before, we can now provide respiratory support
for a premature baby which we were not able to do
before. So we’re now giving babies a real fighting
chance to save their lives and you can significantly
improve the mortality in doing so.” [more]

Plans apace to train local health workers to better deliver kidney treatment
MARCH 19, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

Even fruit juices in too large quantities could negatively affect persons suffering from diabetes. This is
according to Clinical Manager at the Walter Reed
Army Military Medical Center in Washington D.C.,
Dave Oliver, who is a specialist in clinical dialysis
and a registered nurse infusionist. In essence, he
has the expert capacity to support all [...]
First batch of pest control operators certified
MARCH 18, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

Almost 50 participants from various pest control
companies on Friday graduated from the Ministry of
Agriculture’s pest control certification programme.
This programme lasted two weeks and is the first of
its kind in Guyana. Leslie Munroe, Chairman of the
Pesticides and Toxic Chemicals Control Board
(PTCCB) said that this initiative was aimed at [...]
$300M facility installed to manage GPHC waste

Health Ministry warns against use of cosmetics
containing Mercury
MARCH 19, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

consumers should check labels before when
purchasing The Food and Drug Department under
the Ministry of Health is warning consumers not to
use skin creams, beauty and antiseptic soaps or lotions that might contain mercury. According to the
FDA, these products are marketed as skin lighteners
and anti-aging treatments that remove age [...]
Chief Medical Officers to discuss Health system
integration – Caricom
MARCH 19, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

The progress on the Elimination Initiative and policy
dialogue on the integration of HIV and Sexually
Transmitted Infections (STIs) into health systems will
be the focus of the First Special Meeting of Regional
Chief Medical Officers (CMOs). The meeting which is
being sponsored by the Pan Caribbean Partnership
Against HIV and AIDS (PANCAP) will be [...]

March 20, 2012—KNEWS

The Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation
(GPHC) is now equipped to sterilize US$1.5M Hydroclave Sterilization facility 300 kilogrammes of infectious waste daily – waste that would have otherwise
been harmful to both human health and the environment.
This is according to the hospital’s Safety Health Officer, Dylon Rachpaul. The hospital’s US$1.5M Hydroclave Sterilization facility became operational . .. [...]
Dental Council moving against bogus practitioners
FEBRUARY 27, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

“We are tired of quackery,” said Chairman of the
Dental Council, Dr Ovid Isaacs, as he revealed aggressive moves to ensure that members of the public
are not subjected to substandard dental service. According to Dr Isaacs the Council has been furnished
over the course of last year and this year with a number of [...]
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CENTURY21 CAMDEC Real Estate Ltd. Celebrates
35th Anniversary in 2012
Hemthorn Investments Corporation Celebrates
26th Anniversary in 2012
Camille De Castro FRI formed CAMDEC Real Estate Ltd. on January 4 1977.
Rupert De Castro joined Camille in CAMDEC in August 1977. CAMDEC
joined the CENTURY 21 system in 1978 at which time, Camille and Rupert
were the only agents.
Hemthorn, owned by Camille and Rupert, owns and manages the 17,000 sq.ft.
building from which CENTURY21 CAMDEC operates. The majority of space
is divided into private, fully furnished offices which we rent from $309.00/mth
on short terms, 1-24 months +.
At the “peak” of the market in 1989 Camille and Rupert worked with 230+ sales associates speaking
some 30 different languages, 23 support staff, opened the office from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 7 days a
week and closed $6.75 million in commissions (1988).
In April of 1989 the market turned: The average house price in Toronto dropped
from a peak of $273,698 in 1989 to $198,150 in 1996.
Then the market turned to the positive again. The average price increased in
1997 and has done so each year since, to an average of $465,294 (year to date
October 2011). With interest rates set to rise, one would expect the pace to be
tempered.
It this a good time to buy a house as an investment? NO.
It this a good time to buy a home to live in? Yes, especially if you can accommodate a tenant in a separate entrance apartment in your basement. Rent of
$800 per month carries $150,000 + of your mortgage. This process affords you
the opportunity of buying another property as an investment sooner.
For more information on buying your first home or selling your property for the
maximum price with the least amount of inconvenience and within your time
frame and/or building a portfolio of investment properties (houses), I am a
phone call away
c: 416-817-7604 – 24 hours or Email
(adecastro@trebnet.com).
Are you in your 20’s/30’s ++ and want a better chance of becoming a millionaire? The younger you are the greater time advantage you have. Buy a house and
another and then another. I will lease the property for you to your first tenants at
no cost and will literally teach you how to handle your investments.
TALK TO SOMEONE WHO UNDERSTANDS THE PROCESS AND IS
WILLING TO IMPART HIS KNOWLEDGE OF RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS (HOUSES). SOMEONE WHO HAS HIMSELF
DONE IT.
INFORMATION IS PROVIDED WITHOUT OBLIGATION.

TALK TO SOMEONE WHO UNDERSTANDS THE
PROCESS AND IS WILLING TO IMPART HIS KNOWLEDGE OF RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS
(HOUSES). SOMEONE WHO HAS HIMSELF DONE IT.
INFORMATION IS PROVIDED WITHOUT OBLIGATION

A. Rupert De Castro CMA,
Broker of Record
Bus. (416) 298-2800 Res.
292-1056
Cel. (416) 817“When young, build assets…
Then build cash flow.”
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Help and Shelter receives donation from
Scotiabank

COTAB donates steel pans to Buxton Pride
Steel Orchestra

Scotiabank staffers and Renita Charles, Help and Shelter’s Hotline
Counselor (second from right) pose with the donated items

Committee To Improve Buxton (COTAB) recently donated US$3,000 in high grade steel pans to the community steel band—BUXTON PRIDE STEEL ORCHESTRA.

FEBRUARY 26, 2012 | KNEWS

Staff of Scotiabank’s Credit Department on Friday,
last, made a timely donation to Help and Shelter located on Homestretch Avenue, Georgetown. The
items consisted of clothing for both adults and children, footwear, and some canned foods. Montgomery King, the Department’s Accounts Officer, told
Kaieteur News that the donation was compliments of
the staff from the said department, who have the less
fortunate and those who suffered injustice, at heart.

In picture, COTAB’s executive member, Mr. Michael Parris
(2nd from left) poses with the band at the presentation
ceremony. In his remarks, he mentioned that COTAB had
always contributed to the needs of Buxton.
Rollo Younge, the band’s manager, thanked COTAB for its
contribution. He also shared that he was happy to be part
of the new renaissance taking place in Buxton, and music
and the steel band music was contributing to this.. [end]

Renita Charles, Help and Shelter’s Hotline Counselor, told this publication that the shelter is very
much appreciative of the donation which will benefit
abused victims and children. [end]

Food for the Poor builds 50 more
homes on Essequibo Coast
March 3, 2012—KNEWS

Fifty families are now relishing the comfort of their
new homes, which featured in the opening of the
new Amerindian Community, Mashabo, a joint initiative of Food for the Poor, USA and Guyana.
The village which has adopted the name “Hosanna”,
by donor, Mr. Charles “Chuck” Stoner, is the sixth
and final housing project to be completed on the
Essequibo Coast.
Others that were completed over the past three
years, at a cost of 532M GUYdollars, are at Capoey,
Mainstay, Onderneeming, Li’l Red Village 1 and 2
and Siriki, Pomeroon River.
The two bedroom houses were handed over to 50
families, on Thursday, by executive members of
FFTP, after a short ceremony. [more]
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Packed tourism plan for 2012


several new attractive aspects
to be included

Acting Tourism Minister Irfaan Ali said
the timetable for the industry is
packed even as preparations are well
underway for the Sustainable Tourism
Conference to be hosted in Guyana
and many activities slated for the
Easter period, both to be held in April.
Preparations are also being made for
the August camping experience with
the Easter holidays falling in the midst
of these two events. Nevertheless
there are a lot of plans on stream for
the annual No. 63 Beach Easter activities, and airlines have been asked to
set special fares for the more popular
seasonal events.
The increased activities planned may
have stemmed from the fact that February 2012 has recorded the highest
number of arrivals in Guyana’s history,
with a 26% increase from the previous
high while the total increase for the
year to date is 19.4%. [ more ]

Website Links
Hotels, Eco-resorts. etc

US$138M airport expansion…
Bigger terminal building, parking lots, longer runway
MARCH 18, 2012 -KNEWS

…more check in booths, security,
larger apron A US$138M project to
modernize the Cheddi Jagan International Airport (CJIA), Timehri, is expected to see longer runways, a twostorey terminal building, passenger
loading bridges, more check-in counters and concession spaces. The project, the construction of which is set to
last for 32 months, will [more]

Private plane lands with tourists
from Canada
MARCH 18, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS

Four Canadians landed at the Ogle
Airport on Friday last in a private
plane – representing a new avenue
for tourism in the country’s fledgling
industry. Persons have been known to
take private planes and travel the
world – It has just not caught on here.
With Friday’s landing, the Ministry of
Tourism hopes [more ]

"REDjet’s suspension of its operations is an
occasion for regret not rejoicing".
-Sir Ronald Sanders

Banganara Island Resort

Blue Wave Apartment Hotel
Bradsville Apartments
Cara Hotels
El Dorado Inn
Evergreen Adventures
Grand Coastal Inn
Herdmanston Lodge
Hurakabra River Resort
Hotel Tower – Emerald Tower
Resort
Iwokrama Canopy Walkway
Iwokrara Forest Kanuku Suites

Pegasus Hotel

Persons travelling by air within the Caribbean have a choice only between Caribbean Airlines Ltd (CAL), owned wholly
by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago, or LIAT, a smaller airline mostlyowned by the Governments of Antigua
and Barbuda.

BRIDGETOWN, Barbados, Friday,
March 23, 2012 - Air transportation in
the Caribbean has always been difficult. The news that a privately-owned,
low-cost carrier, REDjet, has been
forced to suspend its operations has
made Caribbean air transportation
even more problematic. [more]

Ariantze Sidewalk Hotel Café and
Jazz Club

Le Grand Penthouse Hotel

No rejoicing for Caribbean travellers

Read the following article by Sir Ron Sanders:

Adel’s Rainforest Resort

Princess Hotel
Radisson Apartment Suites
Regency Suites Hotel
Rock View Lodge, Rupununi
The travellers’ vote for REDJet by using its services rather than CAL’s or LIAT’s was directed
particularly at CAL because they know that CAL
flies on a huge fuel subsidy from the Trinidad and
Tobago government.



More REDjet stories
REDjet grounded due to financial problems



Regional assistance unlikely
for REDjet



Calls to revoke REDjet’s licence to Trinidad
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Roraima Airways, Hotels and
Companies
Sleepin International Hotel
Splashmins Resort

Surama Eco-Lodge Rupununi
Status International Hotel

Timberhead Eco-Resort
Trans Guyana Airways
Wilderness Explorers
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Caribbean maritime infrastructure needs overhaul, - paper
WATERLOO, Canada -- Caribbean
maritime infrastructure “needs to
undergo a major physical, legislative and labour practices overhaul”
in order to be sustainable and efficient, says a paper by The Centre
for International Governance Innovation.

Caribbean remains resilient to
external shocks, says IDB study
MONTEVIDEO, Uruguay -- Latin
America and the Caribbean remain
resilient to a possible slowdown in
world economic growth that could
stem from a deepening of the debt
crisis in Europe and a deceleration
in China, according to the InterAmerican...

Paramaribo’s harbour most
attractive to French Guiana

Jamaica crime bosses under US watch
(Jamaica Gleaner) - March 11, 2012

on whether more extradition reThe United States government is quests are coming.
refusing to comment on reports Reynoso was speaking with a
that extradition requests are com- select group of journalists last
ing for several Jamaicans involved week as she concluded a short
in organised crime.
visit to Jamaica.
Reports have long surfaced about According to Reynoso, the drug
a list of prominent Jamaicans the lords and crime bosses are
US wants extradited but a senior known and the US is prepared to
State Department official refused provide Jamaica with any assisto comment on the issue.
tance it needs, including sending
Julissa Reynoso, the United American experts to the island.
States deputy assistant secretary “Broadly speaking, we know that
in charge of Western Hemisphere there are individuals and organAffairs, stayed away from the ex- ised crime elements here that
tradition issue even as she prom- need to be brought to justice …
ised additional support from the and that’s one of the reasons why
US for Jamaica to capture these we are here, to provide extra supdrug lords.
port to the agencies that are man“I’m not answering that,” quipped dated to ensure that those indiReynoso in response to questions viduals are brought to justice in
the proper way,” ….. [more]

Crime, Diasporas, China-Taiwan, and Tourism

(de Ware Tijd) Parimaribo– March 10, 2012

Paramaribo’s harbour is the most
attractive option for French Guiana
to process their containers and
transport those overland. The improvement of the East-West highway is a major plus for Suriname as
a transit point for the neighbouring
country, but the two governments
must also consider administrative
aspects to facilitate imports/exports.
DP World Paramaribo’s general
manager Thierry Vantomme sees
much potential in Paramaribo’s harbor. “The harbour has the potential
to be very efficient, as it was renovated three years ago and won a
regional award for best port last
year. . Improving overland connection with French Guiana and a good
ferry connection could also play influence the French decision to use
Suriname for transit. “

Toronto police chief talks about
crime in the Caribbean
TORONTO, Canada -- At a presentation at the Jamaican Canadian
Centre (JCA) in Toronto, Canada,
on Saturday, hosted by the organisers of the Peaceful Caribbean
Conference, due to be held in Barbados next month, Peter Sloly,
Deputy Chief of Toronto’s...

Caribbean call to build Diaspora
bridges
SOUFRIERE, Saint Lucia -- Bring
Caribbean islanders living abroad
closer to the center of our plans,
urged a St Lucian businesswoman.
Eroline Lamontagne, a regional hotelier and entrepreneur, has renewed calls on the Caribbean's
public...

Commentary: China vs Taiwan: Battle for influence in
the Caribbean
China’s projection of influence
in some previously unfamiliar
regions of the world continues
to grow, that much is clear.
When it comes to Latin America
and the Caribbean, Beijing has
strengthened its ties, particularly by means of …...

Letter: Tourism Matters
By now, much of our energy
would be going into fine tuning
the annual re-DISCOVER the
Caribbean Show, which usually
takes place in late April. Just in
time for the longer and leaner
eight summer month tourism
season.
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Remittances to Caribbean
rose in 2011
March 9, 2012 (Caribbean News Now)

Washington. USA -- Latin American
and Caribbean migrants sent $61
billion in remittances to their home
countries last year, up 6 percent
from $57.6 billion in 2010, according to a report released on Thursday by the Multilateral Investment
Fund (MIF), a member of the InterAmerican Development Bank
group.
Last year’s increase confirmed the
upward trend in migrants’ money
transfers that started in mid-2010,
after the double digit drop in remittances recorded in 2009 as a result
of the economic crisis. In 2011,
nearly every country in this region
received greater dollar amounts in
remittances than …. [more]

Caribbean Diaspora gets new
online television show
March 17, 2012 (Caribbean News Now)

NEW YORK, USA -- The Caribbean
Diaspora in the United States and
elsewhere will from Sunday, March
19, 2012, benefit from news, opinions and information from a new
television talk show – “The Caribbean American Forum” -- to be
hosted by Rickford Burke, a New
York based media commentator and
human rights advocate, who is also
president of the Caribbean Guyana
Institute for Democracy (CGID).
Producers said the weekly two-hour,
Internet based show will “air” live
Sundays from 6:00 – 8:00 pm on
TCN HD, a 24-hour all Caribbean
TV network:

Rosebel Goldmines pumped US$340M into the Suriname
economy last year
March 3, 2012 (de Ware Tijd) Paramaribo

In 2011, Rosebel Goldmines
(RGM) pumped US$ 340.4 million
into Suriname’s economy. The
company deposited US$ 146.4 million in taxes and royalties in the
treasury and spent US$ 143.3 million on the local market. US$ 50.7
million was spent on salaries and
other social investments.
RGM director Tom Ohrling told
journalists at a meeting March 2, to
present the 2011 results of parent
company Iamgold and subsidiary
RGM, as well as the plans and
prospects for this year.
RGM’s gold production was 12,924
kilos or 406,000 ounces last year.
This is 41 percent of Iamgold’s total
production and Suriname is still the
Canadian company’s most lucrative
operation. Nearly all food and pro-

duce was purchased locally; in
this way the gold mining company encourages small enterprise not only in the country as a
whole, but in Brokopondo, the
district where RGM operates, in
particular. The RGM executive
also stated that around US$ 550
million in capital investments are
planned for the 2012-2014 period.
These investments are needed
to keep gold production at a constant level in the next three
years, and to purchase equipment suitable for harder layers.
Another mine, Rosebel Pit, will
be put into operation as well.
This is located some 11 kilometers from the refinery, which
means extra fuel costs and bigger trucks to transport ore.

T&T cement strike stalling projects
(Trinidad Express) March 10, 2012.

The ongoing strike at Trinidad Cement Ltd (TCL) is threatening the
viability of the country’s construction industry, with several projects
on hold as a result of the shortage
of cement products.
And some contractors have turned
to the black market for a supply of
cement to ensure that their deadlines are met.
A manufacturing company affected
by the strike also said yesterday it
was forced to raise the price of
blocks.

The show will also air on TCN Mo- Jearlean John, Housing Development Corporation chairman, said
bile TV at: www.tcnhd.com,
yesterday: “(The strike) is indirectly
and on Hott Caribbean Radio: affecting HDC through the contracwww.hottcaribbean.com [more]
tors who work for us because already we are having complaints

about cement. The big contractors are saying they have to try
to buy cement on the black market.”
Speaking with the Express by
phone yesterday, John said the
cement shortage was affecting
the completion of 3,000 housing
units.
“During the latter part of last
year the contractors were doing
infrastructural work, so this is a
critical time when they are putting down the foundation and
going up with the walls. Now is a
critical time for cement. Those
houses are right now at risk and
by next week we are about to
roll out another 3,200 units
through the small- and mediumsized contractors,” [ more ]
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CARICOM in Cari-Crisis - by Norman Girvan

By Norman Girvan
“Crisis” is one of
those words that is
used so much that it
has practically lost
its meaning. And if
there were a competition among regional
organisations
on
which was most often said to be “in
crisis”, my bet would be on CARICOM winning by a wide margin.
In the run-up to the half-yearly
meetings of CARICOM leaders, we
have become accustomed to a
flurry of reports, studies, speeches
and media commentaries bemoaning the sorry state of the regional
movement and promising renewed
attention to the dying patient.
“Intersessional meeting”
Latest in the procession are two
reports in the regional media appearing this week, just a fortnight
before
the
March
8-9
“Intersessional meeting” of CARICOM heads of government in Suriname.
Veteran regional columnist Rickey
Singh is quoting at length from a
letter said to be sent by Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves of St Vincent
and the Grenadines to newly installed CARICOM Secretary General, Irwin LaRocque. The letter is
said to offer a “blunt assessment”
of CARICOM.
Mode of “Marking Time”

challenges for our region which
compelling demands a more profound integration, is mistaken…”;
and further that “Minimalism in integration has its attractions but in
our regional context, it can be fatal
to our people’s well-being.”
One must commend Prime Minister Gonsalves for caring sufficiently
about CARICOM to take the trouble to craft this letter, and for his
candour. But one is hard put to find
anything in the extensive passages
quoted that hasn‘t been said before.
Where are the Proposals ?
Neither is there any hint of what
specific actions Mr Gonsalves is
proposing in order to salvage the
regional enterprise.
I also wonder if the prime minister
is aiming his guns at the right target. Seems to me he should be
addressing his fellow heads of government directly; and with concrete
proposals about how to move out
of the present malaise. As everyone knows, the way that CARICOM is structured endows the secretary general with very limited authority to act on his own. More of a
“secretary” he, than a “general”.
In any case, the expectations that
accompanied Secretary General
LaRocque‘s appointment six
months or so ago, have all but dissipated. Seems to be business as
usual!

CARICOM was put on PAUSE
According to the Prime Minister,
“CARICOM’s current mode of Prime Minister Gonsalves conmarking time at an historical mo- cedes that he himself took part in a
ment of overwhelmingly awesome collective decision in 2011 to put
The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide

the Single Economy “on pause”
— a decision which, ironically,
was taken at a Special Retreat
hosted by then President Jagdeo
of Guyana, which had precisely
the opposite objective.
So what reason do we have to
believe that the latest letter, sincere though it may be, will make
one iota of difference this time
around?
CARICOM could expire
The second news item, coming
out of Bridgetown on February
22, tells us that a “Project Management Team” has warned that
without a “fundamental change”,
CARICOM could expire slowly
over the next few years as stakeholders begin to vote with their
feet…
Well, well. I wonder which planet
these gentlemen inhabit. Don‘t
they know that stakeholders have
been “voting with their feet” for
some time?
Whatever Happened To...
Whatever happened to the Caribbean Business Council, brainchild
of former Barbados Prime Minister Owen Arthur? How active are
the Caribbean Chamber of Commerce, the Caribbean Association
of Industry and Commerce, the
Caribbean Congress of Labour,
the Caribbean Policy Development Centre? These organisations have just about given up on
the CARICOM Single Market and
Economy (CSME).
Continued on the next page
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CARICOM in Cari-Crisis - by Norman Girvan - continued

OECS Moving ahead

Previous warnings

Joining ALBA

More recently, one can point to any
amount of studies, comments and
warnings by regional media commentators, business leaders, academics, statesmen, leaders and
former leaders. These have grown
in the light of the still incomplete
project to complete the CARICOM
Single Market — supposedly inaugurated by the governments in
2006 — and the frequent missed
targets for completing the CARI- Sharing Sovereignty
COM Single Economy, first set for
In reality, the “bullet” that needs
the end of 2008.
to be “bitten” is the necessity to
share sovereignty in designated
So What is New?
areas of regional action, and to
So what‘s new? Well, if the “Project
put structures of governance in
Management Team” is supported
place to give this practical effect.
by external donors, and has some
Anyway you look at it, a revision
foreign consultants among them, its
of the Revised Treaty of Chareport may be taken more seriguaramas is inescapable. And
ously. A cynical view might be that
possibly a revision of several na“Aid-d riv en in teg ra tion ” and
tional constitutions as well.
“colonial mentality” could succeed,
where all else has failed. Even so, I A tall order, perhaps. But to pin
wonder if the PMT is being cor- hopes on a reformed secretariat
rectly reported in their conclusion outside of this framework looks to
that “Hopes for arresting the crisis me like a recipe for wasted independ on a willingness on the part vestment, heightened frustration
of Heads of Government to bite the and continued decline.
bullet on the elusive issue of
‘fundamental changes’ in the man- Expect more of the same
agement structure and operational So people, as the Suriname
modalities of the Georgetown- meeting approaches, dream of
based CARICOM Secretariat.”
the best, but expect more of the
same. Don‘t hold your breath.
Cart before the Horse
You might be waiting to exhale
I have to ask if this isn‘t putting the for a long time. (CaribbeanNewsNow)
cart before the horse. The CARI- (Norman Girvan is Professor Emeritus at the
COM Secretariat is a means to an University of the West Indies. He is a former
end, not an end in itself. How can Secretary General of the Association of Caribbean States)
decisions be taken on its structure

Don‘t they know that the OECS is
prioritising their own union? That
three CARICOM countries have
joined ALBA, with two more in the
queue? That Guyana and Suriname are founding members of the
Union of South American States
(UNASUR), and looking southwards? That Belize looks as much
— if not more — to Central America
as to the Caribbean? Isn‘t it already
“every man for himself”?
I have some other news for the
Project Management Team: it’s
all been said before.
For instance, here is what the present writer wrote seven years ago:
Implementation Deficit”
“The pessimistic scenario is for
fragmentation of the Community
and eventual abandonment of the
CSME as an objective. This could
result with loss of momentum in the
integration movement due to the
difficulties discussed in this paper,
the growth of ‘implementation fatigue’ among governments and of
‘implementation cynicism’ in the
regional public, waning political
support for integration, and increased economic divergence.”
Long before that — twenty years
ago, in fact, there was Time For
Action – Report by the Independent
West Indian Commission — -which
spoke at length about the
“Implementation Deficit” as the
Achilles Heel of CARICOM.
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outside of the context of larger
decisions about the course that
integration should take over the
next 5-10 years; the priorities; the
road map; the method of governance of the Community and the
degree to which regional organs
will be legally endowed with the
authority to exercise “collective
sovereignty”, in order to solve the
recurrent
problem
of
“implementation deficit”?
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The GlamourLESS Side of Entrepreneurship
Click title above to order at website

New Book by Cleopatra Islar

As one of the contributing authors, I am
pleased to share this book with everyone.
These experiences will serve as a useful tool
for aspiring, seasoned and new entrepreneurs
This highly anticipated book is designed as a
guide for promoting the success of women
who choose to embark upon entrepreneurship. Knowledge is power and this book offers
clear and concise knowledge of what it is really like to be
an entrepreneur - the untold truth. Each contributing author
shares their "behind the scenes" story of what they have
experienced as a woman entrepreneur including the unexpected challenges that no one ever told them about. Some
of the women have been in business for 4 years, 8 years,
10 years, and longer.
This book promises to empower and equip women to succeed in small business versus walking into this journey
blindfolded and on the verge of failure. Learn all about the
untold and uncut experiences of real women in business
and why, despite the "GlamourLESS Side of Entrepreneurship," they persist in this journey.
Cleopatra Sinkamba Islar.
E-mail: cgglobalconnections@gmail.com : Tel: 240-461-4070

BEYOND SANGRE GRANDE
by Cyril Dabydeen
ISBN: 9781894770668 Paperback $28.95 229 pages
DISTRIBUTED IN CANADA AND IN THE US by
University of Toronto Press Inc. 5201 Dufferin Street
Toronto, Ontario, M3H 5T8
Phone: 1-800-565-9523 or (416) 667-7791

An Anthology of Caribbean Literature
Caribbean literature has always been exciting and diverse,
including over the past decades some of the world’s most
highly regarded writers. Beyond Sangre Grande brings
together a contemporary selection in English from some of
the key writers living in Canada, the US, and the UK, as
well as various countries of the Caribbean.
Reflecting a changing world, and admitting diverse cultural
influences and generational differences, these writers
maintain a distinct Caribbean-ness in their acute historical
awareness and in the cadences and rhythms of their language.
This collection represents a range of voices, from the established and celebrated—Derek Walcott, Sam Selvon,
Austin Clarke, Olive Senior—to the newer and no less exciting—Ramabai Espinet, Nalo Hopkinson, Anson Gonzalez—that demonstrates the richness of Caribbean literature in new and exciting ways.
The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups
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Books already Featured on the Blog
CANE ROVERS by Trev Sue-A- Quan
Cane Rovers is the third book in the
series describing the experiences of
the Chinese associated with Guyana.
It is a collection of stories describing
the experiences of the ChineseGuyana as migrants to other countries.
Cane Rovers is a 352-page book with
135 illustrations, published by Cane
Press.
Odeen Ishmael, Ambassador of Guyana to the State of Kuwait and formerly Ambassador to the
USA, the OAS and Venezuela writes:
Anyone following Trev Sue-A-Quan’s research into the
history of his Chinese ancestors and compatriots as they
migrated from China to Guyana, and later to other lands,
will be profoundly astounded by the voluminous facts he
has accumulated and woven together to produce the most
valuable accounts that have enriched our knowledge and
culture. At the same time, they have instilled in us a spirit
of determination that anyone can succeed in any enterprise or challenge that may arise in life. [ more on Blog]

Book: Watching You, A Collection of Tetractys Poems, by Leonard Dabydeen .
Xlibris - ISBN: 978-1-4691-4802-1 (2012)
Book Review by Sathyanarayana Mydavolu,
Andhra Pradesh, India. Cover Design: Ranjit
Ravindran

Trying to express in words, picturesque, is innate to all humans, be literates or illiterates. Poetry, novel, story,
quotation or even a casual joke emanate from this human desire to use language as a more
effective means of communication. The Hindus believe
that all sounds and languages originated from the ancient
first sacred letters of ‘OM’ also known as Pranava Aksharas. Hence, every letter is a mantra and when used in
right combination with pure intentions; they have immense
effect on the audience.
What a prose writer tries to express in a 500-page novel
and in a 5-page story; a poet is able to express in meagre
5 lines. That is what makes poetry superior to all literary
forms of expression. The choice of words and the choice
of poetic structure make all the difference in communicating the poet’s heart and in touching the readers’ minds.
Those who already read Dabydeen know him as a poet
wi th
ma t u r e d
mi n d
and
tender
heart.
Tetractys, the mystical geometrical form prayed by Pythagoras was Dabydeen’s chosen poetic form in his poetry
collection of WATCHING YOU. [ more on Blog]
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Tribute to steelbands before Mash 1970 by Godfrey Chin
The late Godfrey Chin (1937-2012) was famous for his many historical stories of life in
Guyana. He published a book in 2007-2008
titled: “Nostalgias: Golden Memories of Guyana 1940-1980”.
Guyanese Online has carried many of his articles on the Blog and the Newsletters.
This article is NOSTALGIA 485

Godfrey Chin

Steelband has been the essence of our Caribbean Carnival/
Mash/Crop-Over celebrations since this phenomenon emerg-ed
after WWII, and remains a unique musical art form in the twentieth century, with efforts from Japan to Sweden usurping this
contribution from our tropics. Like our own Demerara rum and
sugar, we need to propogate, preserve and defend steelband in
the Caribbean – especially since our vaunted WI cricket prestige
is currently on the wane and in limbo.
Steelband started in Port of Spain during their VJ celebrations in
September 1945, following the temporary wartime ban on ‘jump
up’ on the streets. The local musical instruments ‘tamboo bamboo’ stored temporarily under bottom houses were taken to the
streets, but burst from recent disuse. Bottle and spoon, shackshack, rubbish-bin covers and lard cans were brought out to provide the cacophonous din for the celebratory street tramps. In a
few short years the island pioneers – Ellie Mannette, Spree
Simon, Neville Jules, etc, pioneered a galaxy range of pan instruments from discarded 45-gallon drums at the US Chaguaramas Base, and the steelband was born.

By 1953 local bands sprouted throughout the mudland from
Bartica to NA, and these included Quo Vadis (at Robb St off
Bourda Market); Invaders (Federation Yard, Regent and Wellington); Pagans; Chicago; Sun Valley; Casablanca – all defending our ‘steelbandship’ against boasting, bragging Trinidadians,
in regular competitions.
I must mention here the initiation of a young Roy Geddes into
pan in Casablanca, a panyard at High and Harel Streets. Roy
mastered every facet of the steelband – playing, tuning, arranging, and formed the Silvertones in 1964. He is today a revered
icon, who after 56 years is the grand professor of pan in Guyana.
His Steelband Museum in Roxanne Burnham Gardens is a
shrine, and he received the Medal of Honour in 1971 and the
Arrow of Achievement in 1996 for his commitment and dedication.
Our top Road Band for Queen Elizabeth’s coronation, June 1953
was Quo Vadis, which played that Christmas a Roman ‘mas’
and assumed the name from the MGM Roman epic, which
opened at the Astor. I remember Cedric Williams
(Pemya) spending long hours heating/tuning pan under the huge
samaan trees on Bourda Green with Woodman Ellis the arranger.

By 1947, the Trinidad band Red Army arrived in Georgetown
by schooner, and made an impressive appearance. The nylon
goes that at a dance performance at BGCC, there was a huge
scuffle near the stage. When order was restored a first pan was
missing. I have never been able to corroborate this story, but
must admire that even before 1950 our natives were demonstrating enterprise and resourcefulness.
Invaders Steel band portraying ‘Circus Clowns’ was the highlight of the parade for HRH Princess Margaret’s visit in 1958.

Woodman Ellis, Musical Arranger and Quo Vadis tramp pass
the rostrum off Public Free Library entertaining Princess Margaret during her royal visit in 1958. (Photo -Godfrey Chin)

Pemya was also a good calypsonian, a polished boxer and talented costumer, and his street corner cook-up was a nightly sellout.
Quo Vadis’s main competitor was the Invaders, where Dan Sandiford and later Patsy and Calvin Whyte plus Carl Bledman and
Barney Johnson contributed to their success. Our annual big
event then was the Christmas steelband tramps, in colourful costumes. Expenses were met by the mas players themselves, with
some sponsors’ pittances for carrying advertising pickets, plus
generous tin-cup donations from citizens as the bands tramped
passed in appreciation for them sharing and spreading the
Christmas festive spirit. The masquerade bands with fife and
drums, plus a galaxy of flouncers, mad bulls and Mother Sallies
added to our holiday delights. Those were the
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From previous page

days my friends… bacchanalian times at Christmas, when even
dem church girls participated. We feted like Vikings. Ya think it
easy?
Christmas 1955, Quo Vadis mas was Robin Hood; the Invaders
played for the USS Forestal sailors on leave; and the Casablanca, fancy sailors. At least a dozen costume bands met at St
George’s for a ‘dedication mass’ presided over by Barney Johnson, dressed as the Archbishop of Canterbury. The church was a
panoply of wall-to-wall costumed steelband enthusiasts – a Hollywood spectacle to match any De Mille extravaganza.
The next year 1956 Quo Vadis split, with Pemya bringing out
Marabuntas at the same corner – Robb St end – with a splendid
depiction of Audie Murphy’s To Hell and Back, while Quo
Vadis played pirates and buccaneers. The Christmas tramps
were our holiday delight, even though the middle class parents
scoffed at our tramping on the streets with ‘dem hooligans.’
Mine was convinced that my gallivanting at every opportunity in
the steelband tenement yards would lead me to a sojourn at Onderneeming Boys School, a cell at Camp St Lot 12, or a distinguished career driving donkey cart. Like sawdust in the bones,
the steelband music was as infectious as a new-born pickney,
and a road tramp was more enjoyable than a Buxton spice
mango.
Steelbands became popular and acceptable by the sixties, thanks
to Sterling Bettencourt’s Ping Pong Lullaby/Melody, and the
Katzenjammers mono recordings played daily on Radio Demerara. Ayube Hamid encouraged and recorded the bands for radio
broadcast sessions. Stage bands became popular with Charwyn
Burnham’s Texacans ruling the roost. Quo Vadis featured in
midweek, midday concerts in 1957 at St Andrews, as Georgetowners became afflicted with the rhythm of the steel band.
Christmas Eve 1957, the first ‘Putagee steelband’ organized by
Bunny and Peter Fernandes, the Ramblers’ Serrao Bros, and Vic
Gonsalves came out from John Fernandes Wharf, Water Street.
What a commotion with all the commercial downtown workers
tramping down Water Street in convict costumes I had produced. Christmas morning I got some material from Yong
Kong’s Haberdashery at Cummings and Middle Street, disturbing their breakfast, and by noon had joined the Marabuntas playing Sputnik Space mas. New Year’s Day the local Chinese
would hire a steel band, rope off their group, and tramp from the
Lee’s residence High and Hadfield streets. Ya think it easy!
Guyana’s Music Festival started in the late fifties with steelbands featuring the Pelicans, Kaietuckians and Metronomes,
plus the road bands stage sides vying in national competitions.
At this time pan in school was introduced by Lynette Dolphin
and Derrick Jeffrey and the golden age of steelband, emerged in
the late fifties. The emergence of the string bands was evident at
this time, as the popular brass bands of Tom Charles’s Syncopators, Al Seales’s Washboards and Nello Luckies, etc, had been

depleted as the talented Police Band musicians were debarred
from moonlighting. The steelbands, however, more than held
their own against the
popular string groups of the Rhythmaires, Combo Seven, Telstars, Dominators, and Chet and the Diamonds.
Princess Margaret’s visit in 1958 was the next big occasion for
the local steelbands, with the Invaders, Quo Vadis and Casablanca delighting the royal visitors, dignitaries and spectators
with portrayals of circus clowns, slave rebels, fancy sailors and
American Indians.
The local Jaycees added impetus to the steelband movement with
their annual festivals from 1960 to 1962 – massive parades of
costume bands and floats at Eve Leary, plus nightly stage presentations at BGCC with the crowning of festival and calypso monarchs.
Costumed Band of the year winners were 1960 – Bunny and Peter Fernandes ‘Political Situation’; 1961 Invaders, ‘Sioux Uprising’; and 1962, Godfrey’s ‘Shell’s Circus Spectacular.’ My Helen
of Troy floats won the lion’s share of the float parades. Unfortunately due to the political unrest of the early sixties the Guyana
Festival petered out.
By Independence 1966, steelbands had become stronger. Atlantic
Symphony founded by Rudy Bishop and Desmond Fraser off the
Kitty foreshore rivalled Geddes’ Silvertones for Road and Music
Festival titles. Major corporations, such as Banks DIH, Chronicle, Demba, Esso, Shell and Demtoco offered generous sponsorship. The Independence Parade on North Road – eastward past
the grandstand on Merriman’s Mall off Bourda Market – was a
highlight only surpassed by our Independence flag-raising at the
National Park and Mount Ayanganna simultaneously. Thousands
of Guyanese celebrated our Independence dancing, jigging, gyrating, jumping and waving in the streets with frenzied abandon.
In 1968 the Jaycees of McKenzie introduced Mash in the mining
town, and steelbands’ popularity peaked. Evadne Gravesande
won Mash Queen in my ‘Egyptian Brooch’ costume, and drove
off in a brand new Morris Minor. The Linden Highway opened in
December 1968 permitting Georgetowners to drive up there for
the ’69 celebrations. And what a party it was.
In 1970 as Guyana became a republic Mashramani was so popular that it was adopted as a true cooperative celebration of
achievement, and thus became our annual Republic celebration.
I must mention here some most valuable contributors to our steelband movement – some will be watching from up there waiting
for another ‘big tramp.’ They include Charlie Hubbard, Ayube
Hamid, Lynette Dolphin, Barney Johnson, Carl Bledman, Reggie
Simpson, Noel and Iris Leitch, Bunny Fernandes and Basil
Hinds. I must not leave out Pluto Martindale, Roy Geddes, Hammie Green, Neil Chan, Bertram Devarel, Rudy Bishop, David
Lanyi, Carlotta and Ken Croal, the Griffith Brothers, Patsy, Calvin Whyte and Derrick Jeffrey; they were all contributors to our
steelband legacy.
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New Blog Entries - February 24 to March 23, 2012
Click to access the article on the website - the latest articles are listed first

“Dr. Jagan was a deep thinker with an open mind
to development”
“Dr. Cheddie Jagan would not have tolerated the rape
and plunder of the state Treasury” – APNU
Tenth Pakaraima Mountain Safari promises a
great experience
“Sgt Reckless” – Korean War Horse Hero
Opportunities in Education at USA Universities
Budget Day is March 30; no consultations
with opposition
St. STANISLAUS SPRING FLING – Toronto – April
21, 2012
Annals of development – Singapore
CANE ROVERS by Trev Sue-A-Quan – book release
Cricket: Australia and West Indies in thrilling tie
March 20-22, 2012 Next Mega Earthquake, AXIS
Shift / US Could Be Next!
Visit the cities of the World, without leaving home……
ENJOY !
Guyana Festival Committee Independence Dinner/
Dance – Toronto
GECOM to consider APNU’s SOPs verification findings
More on GUY$90M Police allocation for elections controversy
Statements of Poll Examination – Meetings between
APNU & GECOM
Concerned Citizens Against Domestic Abuse Dance –
Toronto – April 14, 2012
REDjet suspending flights and Caribbean Airlines
(CAL) under stress
When I was small, I heard this thing –
Freddie Kissoon
A disturbing troop movement – Commentary
Leonard Dabydeen: Watching You, A Collection of
Tetractys Poems
HELENA MARTIN – “Walk Wit’ Me..All Ova Guyana.”
Portuguese emigration from Madeira to British Guiana
Georgetown Guyana – Saving City Hall – editorial
How Containerization Shaped the Modern World –
video
Teaching Entrepreneurship – editorial
Nobel Prize…the forming of a new life!!!
Technology: 30 brilliant African tech startups
The East Indian Presence in Trinidad and Tobago
1845-1917 – six videos
Quality teachers – Editorial
Our New ‘Tough Oil’ World – The Truth About
Gas Prices

The Jeff Corwin Experience: Guyana Land Of the
Giants – 2 videos
Opposition satisfied with briefing on Amaila Falls
Gov’t releases documents on key projects
Guyana Cultural Association of New York –
March Newsletter
Guyanese Cultural Association of British Columbia –
seminar
Barbados – Scotland’s Sugar Slaves – 4 videos
Guyana – Suriname Backtrack – an open border!
GTLIME- 11th Anniversary Reunion – June 2, 2012
– Florida
Derek Paravicini – an amazing musical talent
Japan quake: Images of then and now
Breaking the Illusion of Limitation – video
Overworked America: The Great Speedup
Jessica Sanchez – I Will Always Love You – American Idol 2012
U.S. cites Guyana for not seizing property obtained
through corruption
NEWS OF THE WOMAN – By Eusi Kwayana
A Brief History of Portuguese in Buxton/Friendship:
Why is medical fraud everywhere? – by Dr. Mercola
Fudging the books – Commentary
Eight Things to Know About Asia in 2012
Future Libraries – Adapting to the complexities of
today’s infoworld
Celebrating Phagwah in Queens New York – in 2011
The value of stillness
An argument as to why there may be another general election – Freddie Kissoon
I was clean on NICIL’s financial affairs –
Winston Brassington
Dubai Skyscraper With Rotating Floors
Police Force refutes reports on $90M election money
Allen Stanford found guilty of vast fraud
Flood Control- 03: Water Management – The Delta
Approach – videos
Flood Control – 02: Flood control in the Netherlands
– videos
Flood Control – 01: The polder systems in
The Netherlands
Georgetown flood – Commentary
Phil Borges: Documenting our endangered cultures –
video
Jeremy Jackson: How we wrecked the ocean
Caribbean accounts for 27 percent of world’s homicides – UNDP report
The farce we call West Indies cricket – By Lester
B. Bird
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New Blog Entries - February 24 to March 23, 2012
Click to access the article on the website - the latest articles
are listed first (continued from previous page)

ODD ODYSSEY – by Ron Persaud
Guyana Republic Ball – February 26, 2012 – Orlando.
Florida. – pictures
Guyana Floods – March 2012 – Several drainage
pumps fail as city is submerged
Russia: The beginning of the end of Putin
Portrait of a globalized family !
Guyana Floods – March 2012 – pictures of floods
in Georgetown
“It’s not a good time to be an ant” – an analogy for
our times
“The American Auto Industry is Back” – President Obama
Floods – Latest rains exceeded entire February
amount in some locations
Top 100 – Most Popular Posts for February 2012:
Guyana Cycling Association North American – Reunion and Fund Raiser
Still going at 100 years – Johanna Alexandra Duncan
First black female fighter pilot follows childhood dream
Barbadian Migration to British Guiana,1840-1960 – by
Frederick Alleyne
Oxymoronically speaking – Commentary by
Freddie Kissoon
US Ambassador, D. Brent Hardt comments
on elections
The Kaieteur Legend – by Errol Ross Brewster
Mashramani 2012 Guyana – pictures
Creating glamor in Nigeria’s ghettos
Ah We Ting – Mashramani – by Errol Ross Brewster
Carnival in Brazil – by Rosaliene Bacchus
Mourning the loss of the written word – BBC News
CARIBBEAN SCIENCE FOUNDATION – Barbados Program
Alana Seebarran of Guyana – Miss India Worldwide 2012
Guyanese Online Newsletter: February 2012
MASH 2012 – Beer giants, Digicel rule the roadMASH
2012 – Costume Parade – February 23, 2012
Month -Total Entries = 93 - To date = 1228
Top 10 countries of 143 countries that visited the Blog over
the last month - over 42,000 viewers

United States
Kingdom

Canada

Barbados

Netherlands

Guyana

United

Trinidad and Tobago

Australia

India

New York Associations - Events
OSHAG
THE ORGANIZATION FOR SOCIAL
& HEALTH ADVANCEMENT
FOR GUYANA and the CARIBBEAN
TEA: featuring a Hat Show
EXTRAVAGANZA
SUN. APRIL 15, 2012
ROSE GARDEN
4224 Church Ave., Brooklyn, NY
(corner of East 43rd St.)
3:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.
$20.00 –ADULTS $10.00 – CHILDREN
For tickets call:
Lorna @ 646‐522‐8005 Barbara @ 718‐288‐2060
Cleveland @ 646‐872‐607 Harold @ 917‐496‐8247
Mavis @ 347‐742‐6568 Carol @ 678‐327‐3077
**********************

NEW YORK TUTORIAL SUPPORT
GROUP, INC.
EASTER BREAKFAST ENTERTAINMENT
SAT. APRIL 14, 2012 @ 9.00 a.m.
ST. JUDE COMMUNITY CENTER
409 Maple Street, Brooklyn, NY 11225
(Bet. New York-Brooklyn)
ADULTS - $20. KIDS - $10 under 12 yrs
For Tickets:
Lear Matthews- 718 216 4505
John Callender - 347 564 0678
Dale Edinboro - 347 563 0847

******************

QUEENSTOWN ESSEQUIBO
NEW YORK ASSOCIATION
21st ANNUAL DANCE
SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2012
10.00 P.M.-4.00 A.M.
AFRIKA HOUSE
2265 Bedford Ave (Lower Level)
Music: DJ Supreme & DJ Perry Supermix
TICKETS:
A.B. Drakes - 347 374 3553

Jamaica
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New York Associations - Events

The New York based “Guyana Ex-Police Association of America (GEPAOA) is celebrating
th

its 45 anniversary with an “Anniversary Dinner
Dance & Awards Presentation” on May 19th at Glenn
Terrace Banquet Hall, 5323 Avenue ‘N’ Brooklyn,
New York (see attachment). Our theme this year is
“HONORING OUR UNSUNG HEROES.”
Among our honorees is Dr. Ralph Gomes, a former
policeman. Dr. Gomes, as you probably know, is one
of the most outstanding athletes to ever represent
Guyana. He is the first Caribbean athlete to run the
mile under four minutes. His athletic accomplishments are chronicled in Wikipedia. Honoring him is
our way of giving Dr. Gomes the recognition he so
richly deserves but has not received. Our website is
www.gepa-oa.org
Contact: Amos Britton- aabritton@comcast.net
Phone: (908) 620-3838

LINDEN FUND ANNUAL
SPRING DANCE
SAT. MARCH 31 2012
WOODBINE SOCIAL CLUB
Bedford and Church Ave. Brooklyn. NY
Tickets

$25 (advance) $30 (at door)
MUSIC:

DE UNTOUCHABLES & DJ FLEXX
For Tickets Contact:

Daphne Lee - 347-548-5889
Keith Semple - 908-205-2482
George Parris - 347-784-0235
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