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President Bharrat Jagdeo‟s remarks to two different audiences- one 
predominantly of African Guyanese and the other of Indo-Guyanese- 
were tested in a High Court libel case he filed against a newspaper 
columnist and its publisher.  

Jagdeo filed the case against newspaper columnist and academic, 
Freddie Kissoon, Kaieteur News Editor Adam Harris and the newspaper‟s 
publisher, Glen Lall, claiming more than GUY$10 million in damages. 
Jagdeo believes that he was libeled in a Kissoon article titled , „King Kong 
sent his goons to disrupt the Conference‟, which refers to the Guyanese 
leader as an ideological racist. In the article published on June 28, 2010, 

Kissoon was alluding to the near-break up of the annual historical conference at the National Library by 
persons who had heckled pro-government sentiments when he was about to deliver his presentation.  

The case is being heard before Justice Brassington Reynolds.  

Luncheon, who is Jagdeo‟s first witness, has previously told the court that the Guyanese leader is not a 
racist or practices racism. The Head of the Presidential Secretariat, Roger Luncheon has defined 
ideological racism as the practice, advocacy or support of racism.  

Under cross-examination by defence lawyer, Nigel Hughes for a second day, Head of the Luncheon 
explained the context of statements by Jagdeo to racially diverse audiences.  

Hughes alluded to Jagdeo‟s statement on March 13, 2011 at the predominantly East Indian community of 
Babu John in which he told the gathering: “So they‟re counting on poor memories and they‟re counting on 
the lack of knowledge on the part of young people to bring these white elephants, behemoths, the fossils 
of the past back in the political arena, and I hope that you will as I ask you, make sure that people are 
educated about that past…”  

The lawyer also grilled Luncheon on Jagdeo‟s remarks on August 18, 2010 at the ground-breaking 
ceremony for the construction of a new Tipperary Hall at Buxton: “I don‟t want to go back and analyse the 
past and what happened, that is part of our history now,” Jagdeo had stated.  

Acknowledging that Babu John is a mainly East Indian community and Buxton a predominantly African 
Guyanese village, Luncheon said the context of Jagdeo‟s remarks was rooted in previous occurrences.  

At Babu John where he said Jagdeo was speaking in an official capacity, the Cabinet Secretary said 
those comments were centered around the “years of denial of free and fair elections and the support 
provided by elements of the military.”  

As it related to Buxton, Luncheon said “the president, as I understood it, was addressing the perception 
that the government, the administration saw Buxton as a home housing criminal elements and being 
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treated in a discriminatory fashion as a consequence.”  

Radio and Television Access  

Monday‟s hearing also heard Luncheon being cross-examined about whether the predominantly African 
Guyanese town of Linden was being deliberately deprived of having access to licensed and permitted 
radio or television stations.  Luncheon acknowledged that the state-owned National Communications 
Network (NCN) is the only licensed television station serving that area.  

Luncheon also acknowledged that East Indian communities like Rose Hall, Port Mourant, Babu John, 
Albion and Crabwood Creek are permitted access to more than one television station. At the same time, 
he said there were other Indo-Guyanese communities like those in the Mahaica and Mahaicony creeks 
and Essequibo Islands that could only see NCN.  

At one point President Jagdeo‟s lawyer, Anil Nandlall objected to  Hughes‟ line of questioning about 
access to television by different segments and communities.  

“These type of questions have no probative value, all they can have is prejudicial effect,” said Nandlall, 
adding that the case would be used by different organisations to canvass different objectives through the 
media.  

“As a defendant‟s attorney, I am entitled to challenge everything to prove him incorrect or challenge the 
integrity of the witness,” replied Hughes.  

Judicial appointments  

The Cabinet Secretary acknowledged that since Jagdeo assumed the presidency, the only 
recommendation by the Judicial Service Commission (JSC) for the appointment of a High Court judge 
which required legal proceedings to compel the president to appoint that judge involved an African 
Guyanese. That case had involved Mr. James Bovell-Drakes whose appointment was turned down on the 
grounds that he had headed a political organisation. Bovell-Drakes is a former head of the Peoples 
National Congress‟ then youth arm- Young Socialist Movement (YSM). He was eventually appointed after 
a successful legal challenge to Jagdeo‟s second refusal.  

“I was advised at a cabinet meeting and the plaintiff was present and this was the first instance that saw a 
nominee who was a member of the hierarchy of a political organisation to the judiciary. I took it to 
understand that that was the one if not the sole basis for reservation,” said Luncheon when asked what 
was the reason for an African Guyanese not to have been appointed a judge.  

Lawyer Hughes, in cross examining Luncheon, also sought to establish that Directors of Public 
Prosecution- Denis Hanomansingh and Shalimar Hack – were appointed to that post above African 
Guyanese who had been deputies because they had not secured Jagdeo‟s confidence.,. Prior to 
Hanomansingh‟s appointment, the deputy DPP was Yonette Cummings-Edwards who served for more 
than 15 years at that chambers.  

“I don‟t recall or I have to be reminded, the confidence or lack of confidence allegedly by the president (in 
Cummings) is not a fact known to me,” said Luncheon.  

He, however, concurred that then Deputy DPP, Roxanne George failed to be appointed DPP. Luncheon 
said Hack was recommended by the JSC and she was appointed and confirmed by the president.  

 



Critchlow Labour College  

As it related to the Critchlow Labour College (CLC), whose student population is normally made up of 
mainly African Guyanese, Luncheon told the High Court that the government withdrew the subvention 
because the institution pending the submission of requested information.” “… The non-submission of 
which led for all intents and purposes for the subvention no longer being provided.”  

UN Report on Minority Issues  

Towards the end of Monday afternoon‟s session, legal salvoes were fired by President Jagdeo‟s lawyer, 
Nandlall over a report by the UN Independent Expert on Minority Issues, Gay Mc Dougal. Luncheon 
acknowledged that he knew about Mc Dougal‟s visit to Guyana and her meeting with the President during 
July 2008. But salvoes began firing when Luncheon was given a copy of the report and he agreed that 
was a copy and that it was repudiated its entirety by the Guyana government.  

Luncheon was asked to leave the court while the two lawyers engaged the judge over the admissibility of 
the document  

Justice Reynolds eventually admitted the report, whose pages he initialed, because Luncheon said he 
knows the document and that it was repudiated by government. Nandlall would be given time to read and 
verify the document.  

The admissibility of the report as evidence will be the subject of more legal deliberations on Tuesday 
afternoon.  

Another Defence Lawyer, Khemraj Ramjattan suggested that the Cabinet Secretary brings submits the 
copy of the report that he has in his possession if the authenticity of the one that the defence team 
submitted is going to be challenged. 

 


