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(July 4, 2011 Kaieteur News) - The Alliance for Change believes 
that the ruling Peoples Progressive Party/Civic govern-
ment is stalling for time in its call for a re-opening of voter 
registration, and said it would not support such a move. 

This comment came from AFC‘s Member of Parliament 
and Presidential Candidate, Khemraj Ramjattan, recently 
when he spoke to Kaieteur News following the party‘s 
weekly media briefing. Among the other issues on which 
the AFC commented on at that briefing were statements 
by PPP/C Presidential Candidate, Donald Ramoutar. 

At a recent press conference last week Mr Ramoutar 
called for a reopening of the claims and objections period 
so that hundreds of potential electors can be given an op-
portunity to place their names on the voters list by register-
ing. He said that these persons were earlier denied a 
chance to register because they were at that time without 
identification documents such birth certificates and pass-
ports. (see report on Donald Ramoutar‘s request here) 

The PPP candidate said that re-opening the registration 
period would not cause the date for national elections to 
go past the legally mandated December 28 Deadline. 
But Mr Ramjattan said, ―I do not know how Gecom can 
register those persons without parliamentary approval and 
an extension of the time.‖ 

He sounded an objection similar to that of the main Oppo-
sition People‘s National Congress when he told this news-
paper, ―We are not going to support any move in Parlia-
ment to support an extension of the date for elections … 
The AFC is making it quite clear that the deadline for elec-
tions must be by 28 December   more 
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Toronto‘s Caribbean Festival  - some Guyanese events 

PPP/C Stalling for Time – AFC 

PPP‘s Ramoutar wants Elections postponed 

AFC lacks the support to secure the 

presidency – PNCR says 

(July 4, 2011 Kaieteur News) - The Alliance for Change (AFC) re-
mains obstinate in its position not to join the recently 
formed coalition of opposition parties, but the main opposi-
tion party says the AFC cannot stand on its own to defeat 
the incumbent PPP/C at this year‘s General Elections. 

The main opposition PNCR has also sought to defend the 
creation of A Partnership for National Unity (APNU) of 
which it is the major backer, and to buffer criticisms about 
its credence. 

―The AFC lacks the popular support to secure the presi-
dency at the next elections, yet its presidential candidate 
refuses to enter a partnership that will unseat the PPP/C 
and bring better Government to Guyana,‖ the PNCR said. 
―So the question must be asked: If you are not in it to win 
it, then why are you in it?‖ 

The PNCR statement was particularly directed at AFC 
Presidential Candidate Khemraj Ramjattan. The PNCR 
says Ramjattan remains mired in the last millennium, un-
able to reconcile political parties with change and evolu-
tion. The party said Ramjattan hypocritically condemns the 
present-day PNCR because of alleged errors in Govern-
ment but whitewashes his own past as a staunch PPP 
executive member. 

―Was it not Mr. Ramjattan who was quoted as saying that, 
―I was born a PPP … I gun die a PPP?‖ the PNCR asked. 
hile they both speak of the need for unity and to end ra-
cism in Guyana, Ramjattan cannot seem to figure out that 
―to unite‖ means that one must really ―join with‖ others,‖ 
the PNCR stated.  more 

AFC answers critics regarding their refusal to join A 
Partnership of National Unity (APNU) : 
 
1. AFC statement on Joint Opposition Alliance after the 

APNU was formed.  .. < click link  
 
2.   AFC‘s Statement: ―The AFC answers its critics‖  on their 
stand regarding joining the APNU. < click link  

http://www.demerarawaves.com/index.php/Latest/2011/06/24/ppp-wants-more-time-for-persons-to-get-registered.html
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/ppp-stalling-for-time.pdf
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http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/afc-lacks-support-to-secure-the-presidency-pncr-says.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/afc-statement-on-joint-opposition-alliance.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/afc-statement-on-joint-opposition-alliance.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/the-afc-answers-its-critics.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/the-afc-answers-its-critics.pdf
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Global drugs war strategy has failed, overhaul it 

Welcome to the Guyanese Online Newsletter 

By Sir Ronald Sanders   -  www.sirronaldsanders.com 

The Global Commission on drugs has declared that 
―the global war on drugs has failed, with devastating 
consequences for individuals and societies around the 
world‖. The members of this Commission include four for-
mer Heads of Government, one serving Prime Minister and 
a former Secretary-General of the United Nations. Former 
high serving officials of US governments are also among 
the Commissioners. 

They include Paul Volcker, former head of the Federal Re-
serve; and George Shultz, former Secretary of State. 
The Commission issued its report earlier this month, and it 
prompted an immediate reaction from former US President 
Jimmy Carter who stated that ―to make drug policies more 
humane and more effective, the American government 
should support and enact the reforms laid out by the 
Global Commission on Drug Policy‖. 

―War on Drugs Policy‖ has failed 

Carter was correct to single out his country‘s government. 
For, no other government has done more to lock the world 
into a so-called ―war on drugs‖ that has patently failed. 
Through its infamous annual International Narcotics Con-
trol Report, by which the US grades countries by US crite-
ria and certifies them for US assistance, the US has bullied 
countries all over the world into complying with US dictates 
whether they make sense or not. 

For a long time, many of the US requirements have been 
wrong for many regions of the world – including the Carib-
bean. Complying with regimes devised by the US, Carib-
bean jails are full of mostly young people who ought not to 
be there, but who have fallen afoul of the law because un-
employment in their countries is high and the drug trade, 
because of its illegality, pays well. 

If marijuana production, distribution and sales were legal-
ised and regulated – like alcohol which is far more addic-
tive and dangerous – far fewer people would be in jails, the 
police would be able to concentrate scarce resources on 
protecting the public, governments would earn steady 
revenue, and a serious campaign to stop marijuana use 
voluntarily could be launched. 

Similar campaigns have been launched worldwide against 
smoking tobacco and consuming alcohol . 
Of course, the US government was also in the forefront of 
pushing the United Nations to adopt the Convention on 
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Cyril Bryan 

By: Cyril Bryan. Editor and Publisher 

This is the 17th edition of the Guyanese Online 
Newsletter.  The editorial this month is by Sir 
Ronald Sanders who addresses the subject of 
―illicit drugs‖.   I agree with his analysis. 

If you would like to comment on this newsletter please go to the 
comments for the July 2011 Newsletter on the Blog. 

You do not have to use your actual name in your comments. 
 

You can also write Cyril at  guyaneseonline@gmail.com 

Please send your comments to the Blog 

Narcotic Drugs. It was – and remains – an imposition of a 
completely US government-centric position on the rest of 
the world. Even within the US, the Convention commands 
no great support outside of the corridors of government 
departments. But, it succeeded in bending the rest of the 
world to US will. 

Over the last 50 years, all countries have had to adopt the 
same rigid approach to drug policy – the same laws, and 
the same tough approach to their enforcement. 
Now, however, the Global Commission on Drugs has de-
clared that: ―Fifty years after the initiation of the UN Single 
Convention on Narcotic Drugs, and 40 years after Presi-
dent Nixon launched the US government‘s war on drugs, 
fundamental reforms in national and global drug control 
policies are urgently needed‖. 

The Drug Criminalization Industry 

The Commission makes the point that, ―vast expenditures 
on criminalization and repressive measures directed at 
producers, traffickers and consumers of illegal drugs have 
clearly failed to effectively curtail supply or consumption‖. 
While the Commission accepts that it is a reasonable start-
ing point that all governments should work together to 
tackle drug markets and related problems, it emphasizes 
that ―the idea of shared responsibility has too often be-
come a straitjacket that inhibits policy development and 
experimentation‖. It offers the example, which it says may 
be described as ‗drug control imperialism‘, of Bolivia. 

The government there proposed to remove the practice of 
coca leaf chewing from the sections of the 1961 Conven-
t ion that  prohibi t  al l  non -medical  uses. 
However, despite the fact that successive studies have 
shown that the indigenous practice of coca leaf chewing is 
associated with none of the harms of international cocaine 
markets, and that a clear majority of the Bolivian popula-
tion (and neighbouring countries) support this change, the 
US has formally objected to the amendment.  

The Guyanese Online Newsletter and the Guyanese Online 
Blog Website are independent publications that have been de-

signed, edited,  produced and published by Cyril Bryan.       

Individuals,  Organizations, Associations and Guyanese groups 

should send e-mails with their announcements, features, news, 

pictures, event reports and advertisements for publication to the 

editor:  Cyril Bryan at:  guyaneseonline@gmail.com   

Continued on Page  15 

http://www.sirronaldsanders.com
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
mailto:guyaneseonline@gmail.com
mailto:guyaneseonline@gmail.com
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During June we published 52 new entries: 
Click on the title to view :- 

 
How to cook chicken curry by Madhu Gadia - video 
Guyana Beat TV program – Norman Sue Bakery - video 
Guyana – Street Art on display video 
Slavery – The Goree Island guides – what is happen-
ing now? 
The Villages, Florida – the golf cart town - video 
Guyana Cultural Association of New York Inc. Newsletter 
VPL Multicultural Day Fair  – Vancouver. Canada 
The AFC has the plan and ―will‖ transform Guyana! 
―PPP Prepared For Elections‖ – Donald Ramotar 
Guyana opposition unites to contest elections 
Letter: Voters should make the election matter 
Salman Khan: Let‘s use video to reinvent education 
Shaba Ranks – Guyanese Women - song 
SMALL CHANGE STILL ON MY MIND - article 
New York celebrates Guyana‘s 45th Anniversary 
Fruits of Trinidad and Tobago – and Guyana 
Vintage Caribbean Calypso by David Bereaux –video 
The little girl with an "Amazing Voice" - video  
Q.C. Alumni Florida Chapter – Brunch – June 26,2011 
Caribbean American Festival – Orlando – June 25, 2011 
Black Music Month – June 2011 
Guyanese cardiologist cops prestigious European award 
Godfrey Chin – ―Nostalgia Nights‖ launch – June 22 
Letter: ―Joey‖ Jagan praises PNC‘s Granger 
Farrakhan Blasts the ―Coalition of Demons‖ attacking Libya 
Medical Information Explanations and Videos 
Scenes from old British Guiana – video 
Early East Indians of the Caribbean 
Guyana – Original Folk Songs 
St. Stanislaus Alumni – Barbados – Lime – August 26 
British Guiana in 1853 
Amerindians – The Wai Wai 
A 1924 History of British Guiana . 
Guyanese Cultural Network Picnic – Florida- July 2, 2011 
GUYFEST – Crownsville. Maryland – July 2, 2011 
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital Recovery Project – Dance 
Guyanese writer Wilson Harris has been knighted 
A Tribute To Bartica By Nelta Wyatt 
Lighthouse – Georgetown Guyana 
Windows 8 gets a preview by Microsoft 
The Antidote to Apathy – Dave Meslin 
Guyana‗s Development—Taxation reviewed 
My Dear – Performed by Bill ―The Crooner‖ Newman 
Guyanese Online Newsletter – June 2011  
Letter: Shared Governance by Cheddie ‗Joey‘ Jagan 
Japanese Play Carnival – The Yosakoi Festival 
Guyanese Association of Delaware – July 17, 2011 – Picnic 
AVE MARIA … A NEW RENDITION!! 
―Come Walk With Me‖ by Francis Yvonne Jackson 
Video: Microwave radiation dangers – the Swiss warning 
Nostalgia 375 – Celebrating GT&T, 1991 to 2011 
The Guyanese Heritage Foundation - Seattle 
 

  Total weblog-website hits for June 2011 =  24, 207 

New Blog Entries for June 2011 
The Guyanese Online Blog 

The Guyanese Online blog has over 500 articles and videos 
on various subjects.  Your comments, articles and ideas are 
welcome. Thank you for your readership and support!! 

You can also write Cyril Bryan at  guyaneseonline@gmail.com 

 

Nostalgias—1940-1980– Godfrey Chin 

Order your copy of 

―Nostalgias‖  -  Golden 

Memories of Guyana     

1940-1980 

 

Click picture at left and 

go to Godfrey Chin‘s 

website and order online 

Home page 

Guyana - Original Folk Songs 

"Little Richard" - the entertainer 

The little girl with an "Amazing Voice" - video 

My Dear - Performed by Bill "The Crooner" Newman 

Guyana 45th Independence Festival - Toronto - June 19, 2011 

Scenes from old British Guiana - video 

Famous People of Guyanese Heritage 

"Go Brave! - Obama" by Singing Francine 

British Guiana in 1853 

Video: Microwave radiation dangers - the Swiss warning 

Lighthouse - Georgetown Guyana 

TAKUTU BRIDGE - Rupununi. Guyana 

Guyanese Online 

Shaba Ranks - Guyanese Women 

A Tribute To Bartica By Nelta Wyatt 

Early East Indians of the Caribbean 

Letter: "Joey" Jagan praises PNC's Granger 

Guyanese Online Newsletter - June 2011 

Fruits of Trinidad and Tobago - and Guyana 

Guyana: 45 Years of Independence - 2011 

How to cook chicken curry by Madhu Gadia 

Guyana Music Festival - Caribana Saturday July 30 - Toronto 

Real Old Guyana Calypso - Bill Rogers 

A 1924 History of British Guiana. 
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GTLime selects its Charity of Choice in Guyana 

 

As we celebrate GT LIME REUNION‘S 10th Anniver-
sary, we have selected The Ruimveldt Children‘s Home 

and Care Centre as our Charity of Choice.  

For the past 10 years the GT Lime community has sup-
ported several worthy and needy Charities in Guyana at our 
Annual Reunion and this year the Ruimveldt Children‘s 
Home and Care Centre is most deserving of our support. 

And so we are asking that all attending our Reunion donate 
any of the items seen in their newsletter link below or cloth-
ing, toys  and books. We will have a ―drop off bin‖ at the 
event which will be shipped to Guyana by Laparkan at the 
earliest opportunity. These children are referred to as the 
―Forgotten Children‖ of Guyana and so let us show that we 
remember them as we ― Lime‖ again this year and bring 
some smiles, hope and love to these children of Guyana. 

Information and details about The Ruimveldt Children‘s 
Home and Care Centre below from Marva Williams Director 
and please visit their website,http://www.rchcc.org/ , click on 
Newsletter link , 

http://www.rchcc.org/newsletters/RCHCC_News_0209.pdf a
nd scroll down to view article ―A Peek Into Our Monthly Life‖ 
to view list of items needed by the facility . 

Please post any questions and suggestions and thank you 
again GT LIMERS ! 

Mark Bannister     www.gtlime.ezreunions.com  - this 
website is updated daily.  Please visit! 

Letter below from Director Marva William, Ruimveldt Chil-

dren‘s Home to GT Lime members: 

Thank you for selecting the Ruimveldt Children Home and Care 
center for assistance .We operate a 24 hr care facility for chil-
dren who have been impacted by HIV/AIDS .Of the 20 children 
currently in our care 12 are infected while the others have par-
ents who have died . 

We have been in operation over the past four years but have 
kept a low profile only because we wanted to protect the chil-
dren from stigma. Some insensitive journalism has caused  the 
information  to be in the papers recently but may be it will bring 
the necessary funds we need to continue to provide quality care 
for our wonderful family. 

As part of our staff we have a professional counselor,Trained 
nutritionist , 5 care givers, a cleaner and a home manager. A 
previous funding provided a nurse for the home but that came 
to an end in 2010. Our children however receive medical atten-
tion from St Joseph Mercy Hospital and we are doing every 
thing to maintain our counselor who is especially good to the 
older girls who are in the challenging period of adolescence. 

So, there are 20 children, 13 girls between the ages 13  and 5 
years 7 boys between and  the ages of 10 and 1year. All the 
children are at school except for the toddlers both 1+ years. 

Should you need any other information we will be ready to pro-
vide. Thank you so much. 

Marva William.  (Director)   

TICKET REQUESTS TO:  gtlime@yahoo.com  -  Website: www.gtlime.ezreunions.com  

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://www.rchcc.org/
http://www.rchcc.org/newsletters/RCHCC_News_0209.pdf
http://www.gtlime.ezreunions.com/
mailto:gtlime@yahoo.com
http://www.gtlime.ezreunions.com
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ASSOCIATIONS 

 The Last Lap Lime (LLL) is an annual event held jointly by 
five non-profit Guyanese Alumni Associations resident in To-

ronto, Ontario, Canada. It is the largest congregation of Guyanese 
outside of Guyana.  
 

This social event ensures that Guyanese culture remains vi-

brant in the Diaspora by celebrating what it means to be Guy-

anese through entertainment, food, drink and ‗liming‗. The 

event pro-vides a taste of Guyanese culture to the children, 

grandchildren and friends of Guyanese living in the Diaspora. 
  
Contact list for the five Alumni Associations <click here), 

associated with Last Lap Lime: Bishops High School; 

Queen‗s College; St. Joseph‗s High; St. Rose‗s High; and St. 

Stanislaus College.  

The Last Lap Lime16th Anniversary  
 

1995-2011  

Monday August 1st, 2011 
  

Location: Woodbridge Fairgrounds 100 Porter 
Avenue Woodbridge, Ontario. Canada. Kipling 
Avenue & Highway 7.  -  Large Parking area !  

 

Tickets: Early-bird purchase - $15.00.  
At the event- $25.00. 

Ticket Ticket Outlets here.  

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://www.lastlaplime.com/contact_us.htm
http://www.lastlaplime.com/location_map.htm#WOODBRIDGE_FAIRGROUNDS
http://www.lastlaplime.com/ticket_sales.htm
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Guyana Christian Charities (Canada) Inc 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS -- 2011-2012 

L-R: Joseph Castanheiro (25 years) Anne Marie Reigber (25 years) Des-

mond De Barros (25 years), Elizabeth Abdool (25 years) Kumar Singh 
(10 years) and Bas Ramkissoon, MPP for Scarborough-Rouge River 

Guyana Christian Charities (Canada) 
Upcoming Events - 2011 
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2011 

at 7:30 p.m. 

FALL DANCE 

Pickering Recreation Complex 
1867 Valley Farm Road Pickering -- 

(Liverpool and Highway 2) 

Music: Band: Triple Play 

D.J.: Bake 
Tickets can be obtained for the dance from: 

Joe Castanheiro -- 416-286-1956 
Mike Gonsalves -- 416- 420-0565 
Des De Barros -- 905-837-0135 
Dennis Choy -- 905-839-0434 

Theresa Gonsalves -- 416-284-2496 
Karen Heifa -- 416-287-2526 

or any GCC Member 

 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 30, 2011 at 1.00 p.m. 

ANNUAL FOOD FAIR 

AND BAKE SALE 

Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Church Hall 
1490 Markham Road 

(North of 401 – Entrance on Milner Avenue) 

ASSOCIATIONS 

 

Five GCC Members given 2011 Ontario 
Volunteer Service Awards 

Five members of Guyana Christian Charities (Canada) 
Inc. were amongst other recipients of various organiza-
tions, who were recognized by the Ontario Government for 
generously contributing their time as volunteers in Ontario. 

The Ontario Volunteer Service Awards are an important 
way to recognize volunteers who have provided service 
over many years by helping to build safe, caring and vital 
communities, and by donating their time to help others. 
These awards are given to people who volunteer their time 
to a single organization for several years. 

Below is the MPP for Scarborough-Rouge River along with 
GCC members who were honored for their services at the 
2011 Ontario Volunteer Service Awards held on March 27. 

Volunteers play a very important role in our quality of life. 
GCC offers many opportunities for interested individuals 
who would like to become part of its volunteer team.  

GCC committees meet as needed, to give consideration to 
matters pertaining to the organization; plan upcoming ini-
tiatives including our four yearly major fundraising events; 
and decide on where to apply donations and help.  

For more information kindly contact Elizabeth Abdool 

(President)  416-912-6814. 

OFFICERS 
 

President 
Elizabeth Abdool 

 
416-912-6814 

Vice President 
 

Kumar Singh 
416-498-9962 

 
Secretary 

Bruce Williams 
 

416-740-9328 
Treasurer 

 
Joe Castanheiro 

416-286-1956 

DIRECTORS 
 

Anne Marie Reigber 
416-755-6958 

 
Rahana Khan 
416-282-3110 

 
Michael Gonsalves 

416-420-0565 
 

Karen Heifa 
416-287-2526 

 
Dexter Gonsalves 

905-428-3883 

HONORARY DIRECTOR - Desmond De Barros         
905-837-0135 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR - Joan De Barros                  
905-837-0135 

ASSISTANT TO TREASURER - Jivanne Foster         

905-420-9326 

Download the latest GCC Newsletter -click below 

G.C.C. June 2011 Newsletter 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/gcc-newsletter-june2011.pdf
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China State Construction and Engineering Corporation as 
its General Contractor, and has secured project financing 
from the Export Import Bank of China.  

With a total value of $3.4 billion, the 1,000-acre resort desti-
nation is expected to bring hundreds of thousands of new 
vacationers and business travellers to The Bahamas each 
year, with its offerings of six resorts, the Caribbean‘s larg-
est casino, a Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course and 
world-class dining, shopping, entertainment and spas.  

  

All the news we read and hear of seems to be 
bad or sad news;  But here is some good news 

starting now from ….  

 
Sunday July 10th,  

and every Sunday thereafter from 
8.00pm till 12.30 am 

 
It's "FREE EVERY SUNDAY" Free entry 

for all . 
 

   Great Music for Relaxing, Reminiscing, Social-
ising or Dancing … So, 'dance' while you can 

before it is too late. 
 

Remember it's FREE EVERY SUNDAY. 
 

At the:  EXCELSIOR CLUB  
191-195 Balham High Road, London. 

SW12 9BE. 
 

Do tell all your friends  

EXCELSIOR CLUB - London England 

‗Free and Easy Sundays‘ 

11TH INTERNATIONAL TRIENNIAL REUNION 

DATE: July 31 to August 7, 2011 

HOSTED BY: TUTORIAL HIGH ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 

(TORONTO CHAPTER) 

PLACE: TORONTO, ONTARIO CANADA 

THEME: ―SURGING AHEAD WITH COMMITMENT‖ 

In this vein, we shall begin the festivities with a Church 
Service in the afternoon of Sunday, July 31, 2011and close 
7 days later with a Family Fun Day. 

We already have in place a prestigious venue for our High-
light Dinner and Dance. .Other venues are also being ar-
ranged. 

Note: Please continue to check this web site for up-to-date 
schedule information. A complete listing of activities, with 
times and locations, is also available at our website:    
http://www.thaatoronto.org/ 

Download Registration form from the website. 

Information on Tutorial High School—Toronto Chapter 
and their plans for their 11th International Triennial 

Reunion (click to download) 

Tutorial High School Reunion  - 2011 

Toronto. Ontario. Canada 

 

ASSOCIATIONS 

The first of 5,700 pilings 
have been driven into the 
ground in the Bahamas as 
construction work at Baha 
Mar - the largest single-
phase resort development 
in the history of the Carib-
bean – gets underway. 

A ceremony celebrating the occasion included the embed-
ding of a gold commemorative Baha Mar coin as a symbol 
of good luck for the $3.4 billion resort, gaming and enter-
tainment complex slated to open in late 2014. 

―With the start of construction on our core project, Baha 
Mar continues on its planned timeline to deliver the largest 
resort development presently under construction in North 
America,‖ said Don Robinson, president of Baha Mar 

In February, Baha Mar held its groundbreaking ceremony, 
and in the intervening four months, significant work has 
been done on both a new Commercial Village and sub-
stantial road works surrounding the resort, both of which 
are slated for completion by November. 

In addition to securing a number of internationally recog-
nized brands as hotel partners, Baha Mar has appointed 

Caribbean set to welcome largest ever resort development 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://www.thaatoronto.org/
http://www.thaatoronto.org/registration
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/tutorial-high-school-alumni-toronto.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/tutorial-high-school-alumni-toronto.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/tutorial-high-school-alumni-toronto.pdf
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Tipperary Hall  - Buxton 
 

Construction of the new Tipperary Hall is completed 

Picture of the Tipperary Building  - almost complete 
Picture was taken by Fitzroy (Rollo) Younge on June 26, 2011 

Buxton-Friendship Heritage Week 2011 

24th July  - 1st August  
International Year for People of African Descent 

170th Anniversary of Purchase of Friendship 
173rd Anniversary of Emancipation 

International Year of Youth 

Download flyer here 

RESIDENTS of Buxton, East Coast Demerara, will soon 
benefit from the spanking new state-of-the-art Tipperary 
Hall on Middle Walk Road, Buxton. The structure was 
built at the cost of over $50M (US$250,000). 

The sod for the building was turned on December 20, 
2010.The initiative goes back to August 18, 2010, when 
President Jagdeo visited the community and held com-
munity engagements with residents. 

Construction of the building was undertaken by Victor 
Graham and Associates Services. In a brief interview with 
the Government Information Agency, Graham assured 
reporters that all work will be completed by mid-July. 

He highlighted that the upper flat of the two storey con-
crete structure is finished and that the water system is 
functional. 

The building will be equipped with an auditorium with 
stage, library, kitchen for Home Economics classes, Infor-
mation Technology lab, administrative office and lavatory 
services, among others. 

Tipperary Hall, a popular venue in the community, dates 
back to 1909, and was known as a venue for social, cul-
tural, educational and political activities. (GINA) 

Download the June 2011 Edition of the 

BUXTON –FRIENDSHIP EXPRESS NEWSLETTER 

Click link above 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/buxtonflyerheritageweek.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/buxton-friendshipexpress2011-06.pdf
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Guyana Help the Kids 
Charity 

Website:  www.guyanahelpthekids.com  
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FOLK FESTIVAL 2011  
10TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATING 

FOLK FESTIVAL FAMILY DAY 2011 

SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 4, 2011  

Location details later 

 

In 2011, GCA Will Celebrate its 10th Anniversary  

We ask for your on-going support. 

 

 

 

 GUYANA FOLK FEST  
GUYANA CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK 

1368 E. 89 STREET SUITE 2, BROOKLYN 

NEW YORK 11236, U.S.A. 
TEL:            718.209.5207       FAX: 718.209.6157 

WEBSITE: www.guyfolkfest.org    

E-MAIL: info@guyfolkfest.org  

Download:  Guyana Cultural Association of New York 

Inc. June 2011 Newsletter 

ASSOCIATIONS 

GUYANA FOLK FESTIVAL 10TH ANNIVERSARY AWARDS   
Awards Ceremony on August 31st, 2011  Brooklyn.  New York  USA. 

Guyana Help the kids (GHTK) is a non-for profit organi-
zation with the primary goal of improving the health of the 
most vulnerable sector of the population in Guyana.  

We are focusing our attention on many aspects of the pro-
vision of care including physician, nursing, respiratory and 
biomedical education. In addition we are assisting with the 
procurement of specialized equipment to enhance the 
level of care thereby improve infant mortality.  

How you can help 

1. If you have the expertise in the nursing, medical, bio-
medical and respiratory area, you can volunteer your 
services to this worthwhile cause. 

2. You can make a donation for which a tax receipt will 
be provided. 

3. You can purchase our logo items and display proudly 
your support for the program. 

4. You could attend and support our fundraising events 

Dr Narendra C. Singh 
BSc, MB.BS, FRCPC,FAAP,FCCM 
Chief of Pediatrics 
Humber River Regional Hospital 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics 
University of Toronto          www.guyanahelpthekids.com  

http://www.guyanahelpthekids.com/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://www.guyfolkfest.org/
mailto:info@guyfolkfest.org
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/06/29/guyana-cultural-association-of-new-york-inc-newsletter/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/06/29/guyana-cultural-association-of-new-york-inc-newsletter/
http://mb.bs/
http://www.guyanahelpthekids.com/
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OMAI -  Three Million Ounces of Gold Without A Profit 

COMMENTARY 

OMAI Never made a Profit—they said! 

When Omai Gold Mines was first opened, there were 
high expectations. The Guyanese people were sere-
naded and told that this investment would do wonders 
for the country, create a great deal of jobs and improve 

the economy.  

Three million, seven hundred thousand (3,700,000) ounces 
later, the country is still wondering about the wisdom in al-
lowing the exploitation of the mine. 

Environmental disaster at Omai Mines 

Three million, seven hundred thousand ounces of gold was 
taken out of this country. In the process, the country suf-
fered its worst ever environmental disaster, and yet Guyana 
is still poorer for all of that gold being taken out. 

The deal also involved generous tax holidays for the com-
pany. The taxes that the government derived from the op-
erations did not come from the company, but from the 
workers. And how many workers were employed then, and 
how much of a difference did that make to the country‘s 
coffers? 

The government got 5% in royalties. Some say that was not 
a bad deal given the sort of investment that had to be 
made. After all, this was not a mine which could have been 
worked by pork-knockers. The gold was way deep into the 
pits and required industrial machinery to drill to where it 
was. 

What was very amazing about this investment was that in 
all its years in existence, Omai never made a profit. Not a 
dime. One wonders why they did not pack up and bail out 
earlier. 

Another company interested in Omai‘s mines 

Another company is now interested in exploring the mines 
at the site. And we have been told, through the foreign 
press, that they are paying US$11.5 million for the rights to 
the mine. This amount is to be paid over two years 
But how much is this mine worth? How much gold is be-
neath the soil and just how did the government arrive at this 
US 11.5 million? 

The government has so far said very little about this deal, 
but in an election year it should not making such deals, or if 
it is, it should exercise greater transparency and public dis-
closure about this deal. 

Opposition parties should demand details 

The opposition parties contesting the elections should de-
mand details of the deal and urge for an independent re-
view. Otherwise they should signal their opposition to the 
deal. 

Guyanese should be rich with all this gold 

For years, gold has been extracted out of the country, 
and given the size of our population every single Guy-
anese should have been rich by now from the wealth cre-
ated. Yet Guyana is still one of the poorest nations in the 
hemisphere. 

So what has the extraction of all of this gold done for us 
and why are we getting into another deal without disclos-
ing what is the value of the gold reserves in the pits at 
Omai and how the sum of US $11.5 million was arrived 
at? 

Norwegian deals should be reviewed 

While we are signing these deals, we have entered into 
another one with the Norwegians which basically pro-
vides that we will preserve our environment in return for 
about US$30M per year. 

Given the amount of wealth we have beneath our soil, 
should we not be demanding more from both the mining 
companies and the Norwegians? 

Gold smuggling is rampant 

While all of this is happening, it is reported that gold is 
being smuggled out of Guyana to other countries, includ-
ing Suriname. The reason why gold is being smuggled is 
because of the relative differences in royalties between 
Guyana and those countries. When gold is smuggled out 
of Guyana, it is the Guyanese people that lose because 
they gain no royalties. 

At the same time, there are many gold miners in Guyana 
who under-declare their production in order to evade roy-
alties. Thus the government is being short-changed all 
around. 

Suggestion: Fixed Resource Tax 

So why instead of charging royalties on production, does 
the government not charge a fixed resource tax, based 
on the estimates of gold reserves in certain areas? 

Under such a system, a person receiving a concession 
would have to pay a fixed fee in lieu of royalties, regard-
less of whether he or she strikes gold.  

Such a system would ensure that the country benefits 
from the granting of concessions, it would reduce the 
smuggling of gold, since royalties would be removed and 
therefore there would be no incentive to smuggle, it 
would lead to increased gold declarations and also en-
sure that we are not ripped off by large mining compa-
nies. 

Source: JULY 1, 2011 | BY KNEWS - PEEPING TOM  
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July 1, 2011 | By KNews—Peeping Tom 

http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/07/01/three-million-ounces-of-gold-without-a-profit/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/author/christopher/
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JUNE 11, 2011 | BY KNEWS  
 
Spanish oil giant, Repsol, has an-
nounced plans to start drilling for oil 
offshore Guyana as early as August. 
Already, several pieces of equipment 
are in the country and a drilling rig 
currently in Suriname is expected to 
come here after works there. 
 
Making the announcement Wednes-
day evening at the Pegasus Hotel, 
Repsol‘s Country Manager, Giancarlo 
Ariza, disclosed that the well will be 
as deep as four miles, the deepest in 
the region of f shore Guyana. 

Repsol gears for August offshore drilling 

Barama Company resumes 

plywood production 

(June 20, 2011 Demerara Waves) Even as CGX 
Energy prepares to drill offshore Guy-
ana for oil, the Canadian company is 
reporting a Canadian $1.7 million loss 
for the first quarter of this year.  

The company announced on Monday 
June 20, that this loss compared to a 
loss of $1.8 million for the first quarter 
2010. As at March 31, 2011, CGX held 
cash and cash equivalents and short-
term government T-Bills of $42.3 mil-
lion, in a statement to report on its first 
quarter results. 

Kerry Sully, Chairman of CGX, was 
quoted as saying that once the Atwood 
Beacon jack-up rig is released by In-
pex from the well they are drilling in an 
adjoining license off Suriname, the rig 
will move to Guyana to drill the 6,500 
metre Jaguar Turonian test in which 
CGX has a 25% working interest. 

CGX prepares to drill in off-
shore Guyana 

Barama Company Limited (BCL) re-
started plywood production  on June 1, 
seven months after it shut down opera-
tions following damage to its boiler at 
the Land of Canaan, EBD, location. 

 At the time of the closure some 280 
workers had been laid off. Barama‘s 
corporate chief, Neil Chand said re-
cently: 

―We‘re also happy to report that with 
the new set up of the plywood opera-
tion we anticipate a 50 percent in-
crease in output per month.  

Prior to the shutdown we were doing 
just around 1,600 cubic metres per 
month, with the new set up we expect 
to do 2,400 cubic metres per month,‖  

………..Read full story 

Already several holding tanks and 
other processing equipment have 
arrived and as at yesterday were 
sitting in the old J.P. Santos yard, 
Water Street. 

Addressing members of the private 
sector during the launching of the 
2011 Business Guyana, an inves-
tor‘s guide to Guyana, Ariza said 
that Repsol is expected to spend 
over US$170M to drill the well and 
will be using the Atwood Beacon 
jack-up drilling rig which is currently 
doing works offshore Suriname. 
more 

…..  has earmarked US$30M to spend in Guyana 

Corruption commonplace within Police Force and 

overall government  U.S. State Department says.. 

July 6, 2011—Kaieteur News   

Corruption is widely perceived to be commonplace within the Guyana Police 
Force and overall government in Georgetown. 

This is according to the United States of America State Department 2011 re-
port on ‗Crime and Safety in Guyana‘. 

It was stated that ―Many police are reportedly paid off by criminal elements 
and are alleged to work with the criminals by either assisting or protecting 
them.‖  This fact highlighted by the report is nothing new, since many in Guy-
ana are convinced of some law enforcers‘ involvement in criminal activity.  

In fact, members of the security forces, including the Guyana Defence Force, 
are before the courts for major criminal activities,  ……..more 

Gold being smuggled to Suriname 

(June 13, 2011—Demeraa Waves)   The Guyana Gold and Diamond Miners Association 
(GGDMA) on Monday said that the bulk of gold that is smuggled to Suriname 
comes from Guyana, French Guiana and Brazil. 

Latest estimates are that at least eight tons of gold from those territories are 
sold in Suriname where there is only a one percent tax in contrast to the two 
percent tax and five percent royalty in Guyana. 

Executive Secretary of the GGDMA, Tony Shields explained to demwaves.com 
that Suriname is an attractive destination for gold because Brazil, French 
Guiana and Venezuela have all outlawed small-scale mining.  Shields said that 
at least 30 percent of Guyana‘s gold is smuggled overseas to jewellers. 

Stabroek News recently quoted a World Wildlife Fund (WWF) official who cited 
the low tax in Suriname as a major incentive for Guyanese miners to sell the 
precious yellow metal across the border rather than to dealers or the Guyana 
Gold Board (GGB). 

The GGMC has said that declared production of gold in the first quarter of 
2011 amounted to 74, 652 ounces, 4,848 less than projected. Government has 
set a target of 320,000 ounces for 2011, just above last year‘s production. 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/author/ananthsa/
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/barama-restarts-plywood-operations.pdf
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/06/11/repsol-gears-for-august-offshore-drilling/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/07/06/corruption-commonplace-within-police-force-and-overall-govt/
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JULY 4, 2011 | BY KNEWS |  
Guyana‘s per capita consumption of fish locally is approxi-
mately 57kg which is the highest among CARICOM Coun-
tries. In fact, Guyana on average is amongst the highest 
consumers of fish in the world, Gary Baird, Head of Legal 
and Inspectorate Unit stated. He made those remarks on 
July3, at Fisherfolk Open Day held at the Guyana Fisher-
ies Limited Wharf. 

The country‘s fishing industry is expanding with contribu-
tions from marine fishing and aquaculture. According to 
Baird, the sector contributes approximately 3 percent to 
national Gross Domestic Product, with a growth of 7.4 per-
cent from 2009 to 2010. 

He added that in terms of aquaculture, a total of 288 met-
ric tonnes were produced and a total of 476,200 kg of sea-
food were exported. 

It was revealed that Guyana‘s marine fishery sector is bro-
ken down into industrial, semi-industrial and artisanal fish-
ery. There are also processors and exporters. In 2010, 
89% of the industrial vessels were licensed while in the 
semi industrial sector 37 of the 77 vessels (47%) on regis-
ter were licensed. 

Baird added that in the artisanal sector, 164 vessels out of 
an estimated 1,200 operational vessels (13%) were li-
censed. In terms of processing plants, of the 29 plants on 
register, six were not licensed which was due mainly to 
them not being operational  He stated that the United 
States and the Caribbean are Guyana‘s main export mar-
kets.  more 

11th June, 2011 -(GINA) Cabinet has approved the four –
lane extension from Plaisance/Better Hope to Golden 
Grove, to significantly reduce the traffic build-up along the 
East Coast Demerara corridor,  Presidential Secretariat 
Dr. Roger Luncheon told media operatives on June 11. 

―The first two segments for the Better Hope to Buxton ex-
pansion will go to public tendering for the lots which is 
from Better Hope to Montrose and from Montrose to LBI,‖ 
Dr. Luncheon said. The contract will be made available 
shortly on the e-procure website for tendering.  

The initial phase of work which will cost the Government 
approximately G$500M, will be financed using public 
funds and overseen by the Ministry of Public Works.  

GUYANA NEWS 

Landmark St Barnabas Church For Sale 

Guyana‘s per-capita fish consumption 

highest in CARICOM countries 

June 30, 2011- The Guyana gov-
ernment has started installing 
surveillance cameras to boost 
intelligence gathering to combat 
and deter crime.   

A camera mast is already up at 
the Mandela and Homestretch 
Avenue junction with four 
mounted cameras. 

The government had promised in 
2005 to introduce the CCTV 
cameras to help counter rampant 
crime. 

Contacted recently, the Home 
Affairs Minister Clement Rohee said that mainly the city 
areas will be targeted but monitoring has not yet started. 

While he was unable to say how far along the installation 
of the cameras has progressed he said they were looking 
to have them in place soon. 

Cabinet Secretary Dr. Roger Luncheon had said last 
month that they were looking to have the cameras in place 
by August. Footage gathered will be monitored and ar-
chived at the National Intelligence Centre which is being 
set up in the Castellani compound. 

The closed circuit cameras are expected to extend to parts 
of the East Coast and East Bank of Demerara. 

Government had allocated GUY$15M in the 2011 national 
budget to purchase the equipment and recently passed a 
supplementary provision of GUY$11M.  (Demerara Waves) 

Four-lane road widening on East Coast  road  
from Plaisance to Golden Grove 

St. Barnabas's Church was 
built in 1884 as a place of wor-
ship for the district of Bourda. 
Many changes were affected 
as time evolved including the 
addition of a steeple and a 
Chapel of Corpus Christi in 
1926. 
 
St Barnabas Church, which has been part of the historic 
legacy of the Bourda District in Georgetown for over a 
century, is being sold. 
   
According to the National Trust of Guyana, the 
church was built in 1884 as a place of worship for the dis-
trict of Bourda. As time went by, some changes were 
made, including the addition of a steeple and a Chapel of 
Corpus Christi in 1926, the Trust states on its website. But 
now, the Incorporated Trustee of the Anglican Church has 
advertised the sale of the structure. Several factors are 
responsible for this development. more 

Closed circuit cameras at 
the Homestretch and Man-

dela Avenue junction  

Project aimed at combating  and 

deterring crime 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/author/anupa/
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/07/guyana_s-per-capita-fish-consumption-highest-in-caricom.pdf
http://www.guyanapress.com/?p=8066
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Radisson Apartment Suites    

Cara Hotels   

Herdmanston Lodge     

Sleepin International Hotel   

Hotel Tower – Emerald Tower 
Resort   

Blue Wave Apartment Hotel 

Ariantze Sidewalk Hotel Café and 
Jazz Club    

Le Grand Penthouse Hotel         

Iwokrara Forest - 

Iwokrama Canopy Walkway  

Kanuku Suites      

Roraima Airways, Hotels and 
Companies     

Wilderness Explorers      

Evergreen Adventures    

El Dorado Inn     

Banganara Island Resort 

Splashmins Resort              

Bradsville Apartments     

Rock View Lodge, Rupununi 

Princess Hotel 

Regency Suites Hotel      

Zoom Inn Hotel    

Grand Coastal Inn     

Pegasus Hotel        

Trans Guyana Airways            

Hurakabra River Resort          

Surama Eco-Lodge Rupununi 

Timberhead Eco-Resort 

 TOURISM 

Adel‘s Rainforest Resort 

Website Links  

Hotels, Eco-resorts. Interior 

Lodges, & Tour Operators 
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BASSETERRE, St. Kitts – The news of 
a proposal  by Trinidad and Tobago's 
Prime Minister Kamla Persad Bisses-
sar that she would seek support from 
her regional colleagues for a fast ferry 
system that she believes would further 
strengthen the integration movement, 

was welcome news indeed. 

There is no need for a feasibility study on 
this proposal. Ever since the demise of 
the Federal boats – the Federal Maple 
and the Federal Palm – there have been 
urgent calls for their replacement. 

Just two weeks ago small businessmen in 
St. Kitts stated that ―transportation‖ was a 
major problem in getting their goods to 
other Caricom countries and this lack of 
transportation also hampered their ability 
to import goods from their Caricom 
neighbours as well. 

Persad Bissessar, who arrived here to 
attend the 32nd Heads of Government 
Conference, told reporters that a foreign 
interest, which she did not name, was pre-
pared to launch the ferry using Port of 
Spain as the base. 

―It will bring us closer together, it will help 
the integration movement, it will assist in 
moving people across the region,‖ she 
added. She said the ferry, if it became 
operational, could cost travellers US$15 
to travel from Trinidad and Tobago to Bar-
bados and later to other Eastern Carib-
bean countries.  more 

By Jeff Greenwald, -  the Los Angeles Times  

May 29, 2011 

Reporting from Kaieteur National Park, 
Guyana—  
 
Wary of jaguars,Wally Prince creeps 
around a cave formed by overhanging 
boulders. A few small bats drop from the 
rocks, flutter about and find new resting 
places. Our guide, a native of Guyana, is 
a man on a mission. 

"Watch out for pit vipers," he says, sneak-
ing around a tree. "Those are mean guys. 
Imagine a rattlesnake 8 feet long. With no 
rattle." 

There are many things to be wary of in the 
rain forest: jaguars, anacondas, tarantu-
las, fierce bullet ants whose sting feels 
like a gunshot wound. I would very much 
like to see a jaguar or even a colorful frog. 

But our goal on this hike is the elusive 
cock-of-the-rock, one of Guyana's most 
colorful birds. Prince is taking us to one of 
their leks, where the males engage in dis-
play behavior.   more 

It‘s a jungle all right in 
Guyana 

Announcement made at the recent 32nd sitting 
of CARICOM held in St. Kitts –Nevis 

June  - July 2011 

A Fast Ferry  proposed 
by Trinidad and Tobago 

at CARICOM meeting  

Barbados,  July 4, 2011 – (Caribbean360) 

Barbados‘ Prime Minister Freundel Stuart 
and his Trinidad and Tobago counterpart 
appear to be on a collision course over 
the twin-island republic‘s failure to grant 
low-budget carrier REDjet permission to 
fly there, with the Barbadian leader warn-
ing that two can play that game. 

While Trinidad and Tobago has claimed 
there are safety concerns about the Bar-
bados-based carrier, Prime Minister Stu-
art has accused its CARICOM neighbour 
of second guessing the certification by his 
country, and launching a smear campaign 
against the airline. 

He threw down the gauntlet at their 32nd 
regular meeting.  

―We in Barbados certified REDjet in Barba-
dos as safe. We are being second-guessed 
on that. Other people certify their aircraft 
and we don‘t second-guess them,‖ he told 

reporters.   more 
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Barbados, June 22, 2011 – FirstCaribbean 
International Bank has announced 
that it will be branded under the 
CIBC banner by adopting the co-
branding ‗CIBC FirstCaribbean Inter-
national Bank.‘ 

FirstCaribbean‘s parent company, 
CIBC, is one of Canada‘s largest 
banks with offices in major financial 
centres around the world. As an im-
portant member of the CIBC group of 
companies, CIBC FirstCaribbean will 
be adopting new branding elements 
to be more closely aligned to the 
CIBC brand, while still maintaining 
the FirstCaribbean name and local 
identity, . read more  

Most Jamaicans believe is-
land would have been better 

off under British rule  

(Jamaica Gleaner) With Jamaica get-
ting ready to celebrate 50 years of po-
litical independence from the United 
Kingdom next year, most Jamaicans 
are of the view that the country would 
have been better off had it remained a 
colony of Britain. 

Pollster Bill Johnson, who, on May 28 
and 29 and June 4 and 5, conducted 
an islandwide survey among 1,008 
people, found that 60 per cent of Ja-
maicans held the view the country 
would be better off under British rule. 

Conversely, 17 per cent of those sur-
veyed said the country would be worse 
off had it remained a colony of Britain, 
while 23 per cent said they did not 
know. The poll has a margin of error of 
plus or minus four per cent. 

The island has been independent since 
August 6, 1962,   read more 

Also article: Most Jamaicans feel that 
they would do better overseas  

Suriname restates claim to 

New River Triangle 

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide      Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

Caribbean and 
Regional News 

Grenada‘s cocoa industry 
recovers from hurricanes 

World Bank Director urges Caribbean to tap into 

their Diasporas 

First Caribbean takes on 

CIBC parent name 

 Bouterse eyeing int’l resolution 
 
(June 10, 2011—Kaieteur News)   Suriname is 
not backing down from its claim on the 
New River Triangle area, in Berbice, 
with President Desi Bouterse making it 
clear that the territory is theirs. 

According to the De Ware Tijd online 
news, Bouterse is quoted as saying to 
the National Assembly that his country 
will be pursuing actions, based on in-
ternational laws, to explore the possi-
bility of the issue being handled by 
means of a ―friendly settlement‖. 

Suriname expects the issue over the 
disputed land will feature for discussion 
during a future parliamentary sitting. 

Since assuming the Presidency in 
2010, Bouterse had met Guyana‘s 
President Bharrat Jagdeo several 
times, holding bilateral discussions on 
further cooperation between the two 
countries. Already, agreements have 
been signed for bridging the Corentyne 
River and for increased trade of goods. 
Read more 

News Americas, , Trinidad, Fri. May 27, 2011: The 

managing director of the World Bank is 
urging Caribbean governments to tap 
more into their Diasporas. 

Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, in a speech to 
the 12th William G. Demas Memorial 
Lecture at the Caribbean Development 
Bank in Port of Spain, Trinidad and To-
bago, insisted that ―Disapora bonds are 
an innovative instrument to mobilize the 
Diaspora‘s savings.‖ 

She noted that Caribbean countries 
receive the equivalent of 7 percent of 
GDP in remittances every year with 
Jamaica alone accounting for one mil-
lion or more nationals abroad who send 
home nearly $2 billion in remittances 
annually. 

―These Jamaicans may not be very 
wealthy, but because of their number, 
significant amounts of development 

CARICOM intervenes in 

West Indian cricket 

BASSETERRE, St. Kitts, July 6, 2011 - In the 

wake of a chorus of calls for CARICOM 
to intervene in the controversy sur-
rounding the West Indies Cricket Board 
(WICB) and the West Indies Players 
Association (WIPA), the region's 
Heads of Government have decided to 
re-activate the Prime Ministerial Sub-
Committee on Cricket. 

CARICOM Chairman and Prime Minis-
ter of St. Kitts and Nevis, Dr Denzil 
Douglas, told journalists that the Sub-
Committee would be ―rejuvenated to 
address critical issues regarding the 
future of West Indies Cricket and to 
engage both the WICB and WIPA in an 
effort to resolve their on-going dispute.‖ 

He said that there was a need to ad-
dress the issue of ownership of West 
Indies Cricket: ―Who owns West Indies 
Cricket; is it the Board, the players or 
the Caribbean peoples?‖ Chairman 
Douglas queried. Read more 

funding could be raised if the Dias-
pora can be encouraged to invest 
even small sums in Jamaica,‖ said 
Okonjo-Iweala. 

She explained that ―these bonds 
would be structured like any bonds 
on the market, but would be sold by 
governments, private companies, 
and public-private partnerships to 
Caribbeans living abroad.‖  ―They 
would be sold in small denomina-
tions, from $100 to $10,000, to indi-
vidual investors or, in larger denomi-
nations, to institutional and foreign 
investors,‖ Okonjo-Iweala said. 

She noted that Greece announced a 
few months ago that it was preparing 
to issue $3 billion worth of Diaspora 
bonds in the United States. India and 
Israel have issued Diaspora bonds in 
the past, raising over $35 billion, 

often in times of financial crises. 

: http:/www.caribbean360.com/index.php/business/472916.html?print#ixzz1RNu4L0jx
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2011/news/regional/06/29/most-jamaicans-believe-island-would-have-been-better-off-under-british-rule-2/print/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2011/news/breaking/06/20/most-young-jamaicans-feel-they-would-be-better-off-overseas-study/print/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2011/news/breaking/06/20/most-young-jamaicans-feel-they-would-be-better-off-overseas-study/print/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/06/10/suriname-restates-claim-to-new-river-triangle/
http://www.newsamericasnow.com/world-bank-director-urges-caribbean-to-tap-into-diaspora/
http://www.caribbean360.com/index.php/news/st_kitts_nevis_news/475533.html#axzz1RNty7yWQ
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The Arts Journal is an independent, refereed Journal that 
provides fresh critical perspectives on the contemporary 
literatures, arts and culture of Guyana, the Caribbean and 
their Diasporas.  (read announcement for Vol 6 1&2) 

The first thing to say is that prior to the launching of The 
Arts Journal in 2004, there was virtually no critical mate-
rial published in Guyana that students of the humanities 
could easily access. Students of the visual arts would 
trundle around the country trying to contact artists and in-
terviewing them on their own to fulfill their SBA assign-
ments. Literary criticism was mostly to be found in over-
seas journals, often written in technical language and often 
economically prohibitive to students. In addition, there was 
need for more space for regional scholars and creative 
writers to publish their work on Caribbean themes and is-
sues. 

During the last eight years The Arts Journal has filled all 
of these gaps by providing affordable and very readable 
analytical material on Caribbean works of literature and the 
visual arts, and on aspects of its social history and culture.  

The aims of The Arts Journal are, first, to foster a culture 
of critical thinking at home and in the wider Caribbean soci-
ety; secondly, to look afresh at our intellectual heritage 
from a culturally relevant perspective; and, thirdly, to help 
individuals towards a sense of identity and belonging 
through the arts and cultural artifacts. The Arts Journal 
also seeks to bridge the gap between home and the Dias-
pora so that their scholarly and creative works are not lost 
to us. 

While The Arts Journal recognizes a tradition of critical 
debate across the disciplines on Caribbean themes it aims 
to extend the debate to embrace the plurality of Caribbean 
peoples, particularly those whose works have been ne-
glected and under-represented. The Journal sets out to 
discover and illuminate such works and does so through 
critical essays, interviews, book reviews, travel writing, the 
short story, poetry and the visual and traditional arts. In 
addition, the consequences of globalization and its render-
ing of national borders fluid and porous will demand more 
critical space for debates. 

Now in its sixth Volume, this Journal is widely subscribed 
to by the libraries of secondary and tertiary learning institu-
tions, community colleges, public and private libraries, art 
galleries and museums, and other such institutions in Guy-
ana, throughout the Caribbean region, North America and 
the United Kingdom.  Download: The Arts Journal Flyer 

Please visit the Arts Journal‘s website at: 
www.theartsjournal.org.gy to see reviews and responses to 
this publication, Editorial and Contents of each issue and 
composition of the Editorial and Advisory Boards. For Sub-
scriptions and Submission of Articles, contact the editor, 
Ameena Gafoor, at: theartsjournal@live.co.uk or Berna-
dette Persaud at bernadettepersaud5@hotmail.com 

July  2011                                          

THE ARTS JOURNAL 
Volume 6 Numbers 1& 2 published 
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Global drugs war strategy has 
failed, overhaul it  

By Sir Ronald Sanders 

ARTS and CULTURE 

(Continued from Page 2)   

The US has objected to the government of Bolivia‘s pro-
posal because it can do so, and by doing so, intimidate 
Bolivia away from what that country‘s authorities consid-
ered sensible. 

It is the same reason why Caribbean governments have 
slavishly stayed with the US position – despite a major 
study that shows that decriminalization of marijuana would 
make for less crime and better regulation. They are simply 
scared of being ―certified‖ by the US as non-cooperative or 
as a promoter of drugs. So, the US failed policies con-
tinue. 

But, not so in parts of Europe: Portugal, the Netherlands 
and Switzerland in particular. The Commission report also 
shows that in all three of these countries where laws were 
relaxed and provision made to treat addicts as ―patients‖ 
and ―Victims‖ rather than criminals, drug use declined as 
did involvement in trafficking. 

The US has designed its drug policy on a basis of stop-
ping supply and doing little about demand except to outlaw 
it. And, this is the regime that they impose on as many 
countries as they can. But, as the Commission says: ―The 
idea that the international drug control system is immuta-
ble, and that any amendment – however reasonable or 
slight – is a threat to the integrity of the entire system, is 
short-sighted. National governments must be enabled to 
exercise the freedom to experiment with responses more 
suited to their circumstances. 

This analysis and exchange of experiences is a crucial 
element of the process of learning about the relative effec-
tiveness of different approaches, but the belief that we all 
need to have exactly the same laws, restrictions and pro-
grams has been an unhelpful restriction‖. 

Caribbean Governments should enact reforms: 

Caribbean governments should accept the advice given to 
the US government by former President Jimmy Carter and 
enact the reforms recommended by the Commission. 

They could begin by establishing a Group to analyse the 
peculiar circumstances of the region using the Commis-
sion‘s report as a basis for their work. Drug trafficking and 
its attendant trafficking in weapons, drug addiction, over-
crowded prisons – all flow from declining economic cir-
cumstances and the money associated with illegal drugs. 
Then, collectively, they need to advance their cause in the 
UN; many others will join them. 

At the moment, the existing drugs strategy suits the drug 
traffickers, just as the alcohol prohibition laws in the US 
from 1920 to 1933 suited the alcohol traffickers. 

(The writer is a Consultant and former Caribbean diplomat)  
Responses and previous commentaries at: 
www.sirronaldsanders.com 

http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/the-arts-journal-vol-6-1-2-released.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/the_arts_journal-vol-6-flyer.pdf
http://www.theartsjournal.org.gy
mailto:theartsjournal@live.co.uk
mailto:bernadettepersaud5@hotmail.com
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://www.sirronaldsanders.com
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Guyana‘s ―Grow More Food Campaign‖ - field reports  

 The Ministry of Agriculture cites a near doubling of exports of non-traditional agricultural 
products since 2006 but is the quantum of the increase a major stride and commensurate 
with the amount of money invested? Producing for the export market is the “next leap” in 
the non-traditional agriculture sector, according to Minister Robert Persaud …..  

Here are a series of articles by Gaulbert Sutherland that examines the status of agricul-
ture in Guyana today….  

 

 

 

 

 

Is Grow More Food working? 
 
 By GAULBERT SUTHERLAND | September 5, 2010  14 Comments 

-ministry says exports doubled since 2006.  Shortly after the return to office of the PPP/C 
government in 2006, Agriculture Minister Robert Persaud announced an ambitious drive to 
boost food production by focusing on the 4 ps: pineapple, peanuts, plantains and passion 
fruit and this later evolved into the broader Grow More Food Campaign. 

Cabbage: King of Ruby but marketing is bane of farmers 
 

 By STABROEK STAFF | September 7, 2010 

-export market seen as too picky`. They saying this ah the food basket but it ain‟t get no 
proper road and by the time you reach market, the basket bruk up‟ 
 
(This is the third part in a series on the Grow More Food campaign. 

Melons a bright spot in Mahaica Creek but cash crops perishing 
in floods 
 By GAULBERT SUTHERLAND | September 13, 2010  16 Comments 

„The amount of farm that the Minister of Agriculture tell people ah grow, it ain‟t gat no 

market for am‟ (This is the 5th part in a series on the Grow More Food campaign)Surgim 
Sarju plans to rear fish and keep bees.—middlemen reign supreme in Black Bush 

Some farmers leaving crops to rot because of low price 
 
 By GAULBERT SUTHERLAND | September 6, 2010   19 Comments  
 
In July of this year, Mahadeo Mohan decided to cut his losses and ploughed up his field of 
young cassava plants. He planted squash among the broken sticks and tubers in his 
Parika, East Bank Essequibo farm.  He had no choice, Mohan explained. At $5 per pound 
it made no sense to reap the crop much less leaving it to grow.. 

Boulanger rot and grow cycle and a false start for growing   
bullnose pepper 
 

 By GAULBERT SUTHERLAND | September 9, 2010 

-middlemen reign supreme in Black Bush Polder(This is the fourth part in a series 
on the Grow More Food campaign)Quantities of ochro and boulanger were left 
unpicked in Black Bush Polder fields in August. 

 
Agriculture Minister, 

Robert Persaud has 
identified agro-

processing as a criti-
cal need as produc-

tion rises.  
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Special Report  - Agriculture 

Note: The next newsletter will carry reports  #6 to #11 
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