
The month of June 2011, was officially
declared Caribbean Heritage Month by

the 44th president of the United States, Barack
Obama.
During his recent speech he said “The suc-

cesses of Caribbean nationals inspired individu-
als in the United States and abroad, and we take
pride in the contributions Caribbean Americans
continue to make to the narrative of our
Nation's progress. Their achievements are borne
of hard work and ambition, and my Administra-
tion is committed to creating pathways to pros-
perity that ensure future generations of
Caribbean Americans, along with all Americans,
who are able to pursue and realize the American
dream.”

President Obama’s official announcement
read “I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the
United States of America, by virtue of the
authority vested in me by the Constitution and
the laws of the United States, do hereby pro-
claim June 2011 as National Caribbean Ameri-
can Heritage Month.  I urge all Americans to
commemorate this time when we celebrate the
history and culture of Caribbean Americans.”

Members of the Guyana Cultural Associa-
tion, Inc have already begun to celebrate a series
of cultural events. It began on June 1st with Sto-
rytelling – see Edgar Henry’s article entitled
‘Once Upon a Time in Brooklyn” and the gor-
geous photo essay from ‘The Literary Hang’ on
Sunday, June 5th. They were both a phenomenal
success, a testament to the talents of Caribbean
people.

Thanks to Dr. Juliet Emanuel’s vision and
commitment to the word, Guyanese authors and
friends of the arts, presented passionate readings
and presentations in the gardens of St. John’s
Episcopal Church in Park Slope, much to the
delight of onlookers. 

In this issue, you will feel a sense of pride
when you read about five Guyanese women who
graduated from the University of the West
Indies with top honors, and be charmed by our
Amerindian brother Bertie Xavire who repre-
sented the whole of South America at the Unit-
ed Nations 10th Sessions on Indigenous peo-
ples, around the world.

We at GCA look forward with elation to
our upcoming Film Festival and Heritage Sum-
mer Camp, as we continue our yearlong celebra-
tion to commemorate our 10th Anniversary.

Please log on to www.guyfolkfest.org and fol-
low us on Face Book for all events.

Thank you. 
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At the invitation of Muriel
Glasgow, a former employ-

ee of the UN for thirty-years, Cul-
tural Director, Claire A. Goring,
Tangerine Clarke and Ashton
Franklin enjoyed an afternoon of
culture, and speeches by a cadre of
dignitaries at the United Nations.
The members had the distinct

opportunity to celebrate and net-
work at Africa Day on May 31,
which was set against the backdrop
of the International Year for Peo-
ple of African Descent.
The team met with filmmakers,

and hobnobbed with Dr. Julius

Garvey, son of Marcus Garvey, lis-
tened to speeches by the Rev. Jesse
Jackson of Rainbow PUSH Coali-
tion, Ambassadors Tete Antonio,
Permanent Observer of  the
African Union to the UN, just to
name a few.
Dr. Djibril Diallo, Chairman of

the Host Committee for the Africa
Day Celebration and Senior Advi-
sor to the Executive Director of
UNAIDS, welcomed the Guyana
Cultural Association Board Mem-
bers and promised support.

AFRICA DAY
AT THE UN

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF
PEOPLE OF AFRICAN

DESCENT

GCA 
MEMBERS
CELEBRATE 

Left to right GCA’s
Claire Gournig, 
Dr. Leonard Jeffries
Muriel Glasgow and 
Ashton  Franklin

Left to right : 
GCA’s 
Tangerine Clarke,
Muriel Glasgow,
Dr. Julius Garvey,
Ashton Franklin
and ClaireGoring

EVENT
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Five proud Guyanese scholarsof the Minetta Foundation
graduated on May 22nd from
The University of the Southern
Caribbean with degrees from
Andrews University. They are
Esther Sinclair, Valencia Wren,
Anita Delph, Melissa
Carmichael, and Jasmine Farley.

Jasmine Farley graduated with
a BSc degree - Magna Cum
Laude and she was a finalist of
the Microsoft Global Challenge
Imagine Competition, held in
Trinidad on May 23rd. Her team
represented Software Design and
will be traveling to the USA on
July 8th to compete in the World-
wide Microsoft Corp Imagine
Cup Competition.

Patricia Jordon-Langford of
the New York Tri State Alliance
is particularly proud of the young
accomplished Jasmine Farley.
During her recent visit to witness
the graduation, she said to the five
graduates, "A seed has been
planted and these are the flowers
that grew."
Congratulations are in order. 
Bravo Graduates 

EDUCATION

R-L: Valencia Wren,
Jasmine Farley, Melisa
Carmichael, Anita
Delph, Esther
Carmichael
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GUYANESE
STUDENTS
EXCEL
Five

proud
Guyanese
scholars 

ONE STUDENT TO COMPETE 
IN WORLDWIDE MICROSOFT 
CORPORATION IMAGING CUP 
COMPETITION



It is rapidly becoming known
just as "The Hang," this gathering of
Guyanese writers residing primarily
in the continental United States.
And 2011 witnessed its fifth
appearance, before a very large and
enthusiastic crowd, on the cultural
scene of New York.  
This year The Literary Hang, a

production of Guyana Cultural
Association of New York, Inc., was
held in the lush gardens of the his-
toric St. John's Episcopal Church,

139-141 St. John's Place, Brooklyn,
NY.  With its own history of letters
and civil rights, this Parish was an
appropriate host and sponsor for an
event that celebrated the works of
multi-ethnic Guyana in 2011, a year
declared by the UN as The Interna-
tional Year for the People of African
Descent.
Throughout a well organized six

hour span of conversation, presenta-
tions, interviews and laughter, fif-
teen authors discussed the  act and
process of their writing, read from
their works and willingly answered
questions from a rapt audience.
Although the theme in 2011 was
The Guyanese Word, The Craft,
the event has always presented non-
Guyanese writers and this year was
no exception. 
Early in the proceedings refresh-

ments were served courtesy of the
noted caterer, Philip Braithwaite. 
Appearing during an afternoon
that was so pleasant that one
poet immediately wrote stan-

zas in its praise were The Reverend
Clarke Powers; Dr. Janice Emanuel-
Bunn; Kenneth Anderson; Dr.
William Lloyd Andries; Leyland
Hazlewood; Rosalind Kilkenny
McLymont; Rajiv Mohabir, Dr.
Yvonne McCallum Peters, Audrey

Johnson; Maurice Braithwaite; Cyn-
thia Nelson, Carl Hazlewood and
Percy Haynes. Interviews were con-
ducted sensitively by Matie Singh,
Tangerine Clarke, Susan McHenry,
Rosalind October-Edun, and Dr.
Vibert Cambridge.
The works and practice of the

wordsmiths appearing included
poetry, drama, autobiography, histo-
ry, self help, advice on trade, chil-
dren's works and fiction.  Cookbook
author Cynthia Nelson launched
her work, A Taste of Home, in New
York at the Literary Hang. The
launch included a tasting of selected
dishes featured in the cookbook.
A vibrant and well received

Open Mike section, during which
Lear Matthews, among others, per-
formed, was conducted by Carl
Hazlewood. The afternoon was
coordinated by Dr. Juliet Emanuel
whose brainchild the Literary Hang
has been. Audrey Johnson of the
San Francisco based Audrey John-
son Show not only presented her
own writing but also filmed the
entire event.
The Fifth Annual Literary Hang

was recorded by Guyana Cultural
Association ably assisted by a team
led by Ingrid Griffith. Copies of the
proceedings will be made available
at the end of the  season.  Details
will appear on GCA's website.  The
much admired art work for the
event was created and produced by
Claire A. Goring, Cultural Director
of GCA.
Dr. Vibert Cambridge, President

GCA, closed the successful event
with an acknowledgment of the
highly appreciative audience, the
work of members of the GCA, par-
ticularly that of Vice President,
Romesh Singh, and all sponsors of
the proceedings 

LITERARY HANG
THE GUYANESE
WORD
THE CRAFT...

Dr. Juliet
Emanuel,

Chair of the
Literary Hang
Committee and

Secretary of
GCA

THE WORKS & PRACTICE OF THE WORDSMITHS
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5CONVERSATIONS IN THE GARDEN



by: Tangerine Clarke

Guyana Defense Force Officer Retired,
Desmond Roberts, relived that sym-

bolic day on May 26, 1966 as a young ser-
viceman, when he raised the Guyana flag
at the national park in Thomas Lands, to
declare Guyana a free nation.
Roberts who later went on to become

the Director General of the Para-military
National Service, was transfixed at he wit-
nessed the flag being hoisted in the East
Orange City Hall Plaza, recently, to com-
memorate Guyana’s 45th Independence
Anniversary. 
On accepting a Proclamation from the

Honorable, Mayor Robert L. Bowser,  on
this auspicious occasion Roberts recalled
how honored he felt as a young officer on
that history day, and praised then leaders,
Forbes Burnham and Cheddie Jagan
whom he said, embraced when their coun-

try became free. 
The Honorable Mayor Robert L.

Bowser in turn, plauded the expatriates
for their achievement of Independence,
and called them sisters and brothers of the
city of East Orange, where the 2010 Cen-
sus notes, has the highest percentage of
citizens of Guyanese ancestry. 
Hosted by Mayor Robert L. Bowser in

collaboration with the Guyana American
Heritage Foundation, the natives were
told by Guyana’s Ambassador to Wash-
ington, the Honorable Bayney Karran,
that they had overcome the enormous
challenges they were confronted with over
the last forty-four years, a history in which
he said they could take pride.
Karran’s celebration message called on

Guyanese to be inspired by the examples
set by their predecessors, who he said tri-
umphed over despair and lifted themselves

from the shackles of oppression and
“bequeathed us a land independent and
free”.
He encouraged the nationals to rededi-

cate themselves to build upon the founda-
tions that were established in advancing
economic development since Indepen-
dence, in alleviating poverty, in consolidat-
ing stability, in tackling crime, in security
and in enhancing international prestige.
He congratulated the expats, by saying

that “Guyana needs all of its sons and
daughters to serve as its ambassadors”.
The beating of the African drum by

Carlyle Fraser and the FANKO singers,
herald in a new era of Guyanese unity, as
flags were raised and folk songs were sang.


6 DESMOND ROBERTS HONORED
BY EAST ORANGE MAYOR AT
GUYANA’S 45TH INDEPENDENCE
COMMEMORATION

Desmond accepting proclamation

from Troy WEbster, aide to Mayor
Robert L. Bowser (second from Left.

Allison Butters-Grant and Lady Ira
Lewis
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As one of seven final year stu-
dents with Future Genera-

tion College of America, Bertie
Xavier had the distinct honor to
represent his village of Wollett, at
the GCA’s Annual Literary Hang
in 2010.

The Toshao Chief, who holds a
BS degree in Environmental Sci-

ences from the University of
Guyana, is the first to leave his vil-
lage to obtain a Masters Degree,
and just recently, he represented
South America at the United
Nations 10th Session of the Per-
manent Forum on Indigenous
issues.

While attending the Literary

Hang last year, Xavier stated that
the Future Generations Program
had given him the opportunity to
build his leadership skills to think
critically in making decision for the
development of his Rupununi
community.

“I want to develop a model to
see how best I could create a culture
centered society, so that we can not
only focus on economic develop-
ment, but also on our traditional
way of life.”

With such critical thinking, it
is no wonder Xavier was hand
picked to represent the entire
South American continent at the
United Nations, where he said he
was presented with a plaque in
recognition of his participation.

“It has been a huge opportunity
to be a part of an international
body that is reviewing recommen-
dations for the Rio 2014 confer-
ence in Brazil, to benefit indige-
nous peoples around the world.”

Xavier, who will complete his
studies in Nepal at the end of the
year, will no doubt bring the recog-
nition and development that his
native Amerindians strive for, as
one of the indigenous peoples
from around the world.

Bertie Xavier at
the United

Nations

AMERINDIAN NATIVE BERTIE
XAVIER REPRESENTS SOUTH
AMERICA AT UN
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JULY 11 -  AUGUST 18, 2011
FOUR DAYS A WEEK

Monday- Thursday 
9 a.m to 3 p.m.
This comprehensive series
of master classes follows
the mission of Guyana
Cultural Association of
New York, Inc.  Its curricu-
lum is based on the dedi-
cation of this organization
and its offshoot, Guyana
Folk Festival, to preserve,

promote and propagate
the rich cultural heritage
and folklore of Guyana.  

Although the focus is the
multiethnic culture of
Guyana, this series
explores any and all con-
nections among the various
territories of the
Caribbean region and the
Diaspora.

The Caribbean Heriatage
Summer Camp is a collab-
oration between Guyana
Cultural  Association of
New York, Inc. and St.
Stephen's Lutheran Church.
The series is supported by
community leaders and the
NYC Dept. of Children and
Youth.

All workshops will take
place in the auditorium of
St. Stephen's.Workshops
will be led by qualified
instructors who are
experts in their respective
fields.  

• POETRY & PROSE  
• MEDIA COMMUNICATION
• DANCE 
• ART & CRAFT
• MUSIC
- Music Literacy
- Steel Pan
- Song

REGISTRATION 
for the entire series is
$5.00 per child.
There is no fee for on-site
workshops.
FEES FOR FIELD TRIPS:
Fees may be incurred for
field trips.
MATERIALS:
Each student will be pro-
vided with all materials
for workshops and a tee
shirt.
AGE GROUP:
The series is aimed at 
children and youth from 
5 to 17 years old.
There will be a nurse available.

SUMMER 
HERITAGE
CAMP

ARTS IN THE COMMUNITY

THEATRICAL 
AND 
ARTISTIC 
WORKSHOPS 

FOR 
INFORMATION
& REGISTRATION
The Secretariat 
Guyana
Cultural
Association 
of New York

718 209 5207
Website: 
guyfolkfest.org

YOUTH
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GUYANA FOLK FESTIVAL 2011 SEASON

REGISTRATION FORM
CARIBBEAN HERITAGE SUMMER WORKSHOP

JULY 11 - AUGUST 18, 2011
MONDAY - THURSDAY  9.00 A.M. - 3.00 P.M.

ST. STEPHEN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH AUDITORIUM - 2806 Newkirk Ave & E28 St., Bklyn, NY 11225
STUDENT NAME:

.................................................................................................................................................

Grade as of September 2011 ..............................................

Age: ......................................................................................

Address: ............................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

TELEPHONE          Number: Home: ...................................... Cell ......................................................

INTERESTS:             (please choose as many master classes as you wish) 

Stagecraft ........................ Voice & Diction ........................ Storytelling ................... Music ..........................

Dance ........................ Games and traditions ..................... Book production (includes poetry and prose)

Visual arts (arts, costume design, sculpture) ................................... Media Production ................................

HEALTH:

Does this child have any allergies: ................... No ....................... Yes.      If yes, please list them

.........................................................................................................................................................................

Does this child have any conditions, e. g. asthma that may affect participation in this camp.

........................................................................................................................................................................

EMERGENCY INFORMATION: 

Name of parent/caregiver: ............................................................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................................................................................

........................................................................................................................................................

Telephone/Cell numbers: (please include all numbers in case of an emergency) 

...........................................................       ........................................................

Signature of Parent/Caregiver ........................................................................................................................

PRINT  .................................................................................

(Please return this form with $5.00 application fee)

Guyana Cultural Association of New York Inc. Newsletter
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GCA SUMMER 
HERITAGE CAMP
Arts in the Community

JULY 11-
AUGUST 18, 2011

St. Stephen’s Church
Auditorium

2806 Newkirk Avenue,
Brooklyn, NY

REGISTER: 
TEL: 718 209 5207
Website: guyfolkfest.org

FILM & VIDEO 
FESTIVAL

• Celebrating the
International Year  of People

of African Descent
• Introducing New 
Guyana Films

JULY 31, 2011 - 
5.00 p.m.
Meyer Levin 

Performing Arts School
Ralph Avenue ( Beverly-
Tilden) Brklyn 11203

GCA AWARDS 
CEREMONY

AUGUST 31, 2011
(By Invitation Only)

Brooklyn 
Borough Hall

209 Joralemon St.

Brooklyn, NY 11209

KWE KWE NITE

SEPTEMBER 2, 2011
- 8.00 p.m.

St. Stephens Church
Auditorium

2806 Newkirk Avenue,
Brooklyn, NY

GCA SYMPOSIUM
SEPTEMBER 3,

2011
(Venue to be announced)

FAMILY FUN DAY
SEPTEMBER 3, 2011

Meyer Levin
Performing Arts
School Grounds

Ralph Avenue 
(Bet. Beverly-Tilden)
Brooklyn, NY11203

PERFORMING 
ARTS FESTIVAL

SEPTEMBER 23, 24, 25,
2011

C.L.R. James - 

“Minty Alley”

Meyer Levin
Performing Arts
School Auditorium

Ralph Avenue 
(Bet. Beverly-Tilden) 
Brooklyn, NY11203

FOLK FESTIVAL
2011

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

TEN YEARS
CELEBRATING
GUYANA’S 
CULTURAL HERITAGE

2011 FOLK FEST SEASON

ART EXHIBITION
CONTEMPORARY EXPRESSIONS
“Art from the Guyana Diaspora”

AUGUST 13 - 
SEPTEMBER 4 - 2011
FiveMyles Gallery
558 St. Johns Place, 
Brooklyn, NY 11238



This year, the Guyana Film and
Video Festival will be present-

ed in two parts.   In celebration of
the International Year of People of
Africa Descent (IYPAD),  GCA in
collaboration with Sea Change
Entertainment, LLC will present a
documentary film “The World Fes-
tival of Black Arts and Cultures” -
celebrating  the diversity of black
cultures. by Logan Coles.  This film
explores the richness of black cul-
tures and their important place in
the world and  will be a special
screening for students of Meyer
Levins's School for the  Performing
Arts, Brooklyn, during the new
school year starting in September.
The screening will be  followed by a
panel discussion featuring filmmak-
er Logan Coles and Muriel Glas-
gow. 

On Sunday, July 31, the Guyana
Film and Video Festival will feature
CineGuyana  2011.  This session
will showcase a selection of new
documentaries and narrative  films
produced in Guyana between 2010
and 2011 through an international
partnership to upgrade mass com-
munication and journalism educa-
tion and training  at the Center for
Communication Studies, University
of Guyana.  The story behind  this
dramatic development in Guyanese
film making will be presented by
Dr.  Paloma Mohamed, Director,
Center for Communication Stud-
ies, University of  Guyana.  

The screening will start at 5:00 PM
in the auditorium of Meyer Levin's
High School for the Performing
Arts, Brooklyn New York.

FILM & VIDEO
FESTIVAL

CINEGUYANA: A SELECTION OF NEW
DOCUMENTARIES & NARRATIVE FILMS

PRODUCED IN GUYANA

JULY 31, 2011
MEYER LEVIN
SCHOOL OF 
PERFORMING ARTS

From “The Bottle”... a myth of the
“Bacoo”

FILM & VIDEO
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HOPE– 12 minute, drama 
about Ganesh,    the son of a Hindu priest
who falls in love with Ayanna a destitute
Afro- Guyanese dancer. But before their
love can blossom she is brutally murdered.
and Ganesh in response commits an act of
desperation. 
This film is written and Directed by Shaundell
Phillips a school teacher from  Berbice. It is shot
entirely on location in various parts of Berbice.

THE BACK YARD– 14 minutes. 
This is a romantic comedy for  young peo-
ple which explores the effects of technolo-
gy on social relationships. A rising pop
star moves in next door to a reclusive geek

who makes her fall in love with him on
facebook. When she discovers this duplic-
ity sparks fly.  
This film is directed by Denis Harris and was
written by Denis Ward, Tiffany Vazquez and
Denise Harris.

THREE CARDS – 12 minutes. This is
a family drama about a how far a father
will go to save the life of his ailing daugter
and how help can sometimes come from
the most unexpected places. 
This films is written and directed by Michael
James who is a pump operator with the Guyana
Water Authority in Linden. The film is shot
entirely on location in Linden with a cast also
from the area.

FIREBRAND MASQUERADE: 11
minute cultural fiction. 
A family is battling with personal loss and
the anger that this brings while a young
boy is trying to hold on to the traditions of
his father and the yearnings of his heart.
Through the cultural artifact of the Mas-
querade the past, present and future co
lide in a surprising end.
This film is Directed by Margaret Lawrence
and Russell Lancaster and written by Richard
Pitman, MargaretLawrence, Ayanna Waddell
and Russell Lancaster. In the year of African
peoples it is a welcome moment in the

preservation of Guyana’s Masquerade
which is one of the few Afro based reten-
tions in Guyana.

BEACHED: 10 minute drama. 
A man is grappling with the loss of his
wife and child following a fire which
claimed everything from him. At his low-
est point he attempts to drown himself on
the seawall when he hears his wife calling
from the shore. 
This is a story of love and redemption written
and directed by Kojo Paris and shot on location
at the Kingston Seawall in Georgetown.

LUCK BEAT HANDSOME: 11
minute comedy. A rastaman who is down
on his luck plays the numbers of his bad
events and with some luck and help from
his friends is able to win and turn his life
and that of his family around.  
This film is written and directed by Errol Chan
and is shot on Location in Rasville , George-
town and on the East Coast of
Demerara.

THE ENCOUNTER: 10 minute
camp-horror-comedy. 
A love starved murderess haunts a hotel
room looking for redemption in requited
love of a living man. How this happens is
a rollicking ride of fear and fun. 
This film is written and directed by veteran film
maker Bunny Alves and is shot in Georgetown.

THE BOTTLE:  9 minute fable. 
This film reenacts in a period piece the
myth of the “Bacoo” a Guyanese type genie
in a bottle.  The daughter of  a poor
farmer finds the enchanted bottle as he
works the fields. The wily genie will grant
any wish except he must have the young
girls hand in marriage. Once his offer is
rebuffed all hell breaks loose and the vi
lage obeah lady must be called to send him
on his way. 
This film is written and directed by school
teacher Smolana Varzwyk from Essequibo and
is shot entirely on location in Mahaicony, East
Bank Demerara 
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Margaret_Lawrence director of_the film TRADITION  and crew.

“HOPE”_children make up 
session
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EXCITING LINE UP OF FILMS PRODUCED IN
GUYANA TO BE PREMIERED AT GCA FILM
FESTIVAL IN NEW YORK



FAMILY DAY: RENTAL
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By Edgar Henry

History was created on Wednesday
evening June 1st as renowned story-

tellers graced the outdoor lawns of St.
Stephen’s church yard to delight the very atten-
tive street crowd to an evening of nostalgia.
Oswald Bobb from “Bob O Vision” made this
quite clear in his choice selection of folk songs
during the preamble. Passersby and the seated
sidewalk attendees alike joined in the sing-
along process to songs such as “Sitira Gal,” “Jane
Engage” and “Mommy Gone to Cove En John.”

The Director of the Brooklyn Arts Council
Dr. Kay Turners’ introduction stimulated the
crowd and promised a splendid evening by the
experts in the field of cultural storytelling expe-
rience and energy. She Thanked the Guyana
Cultural Association for joining with her in
that venture.

It was the Director of the Caribbean Cul-
tural Theatre E. Wayne Mc Donald who set
the tone for the evening by his eloquent expla-
nation of what storytelling was all about. 

This was followed by a series of profession-

al Guyanese Storytellers that delighted the rain
threatened evening.

Folklorist Grace Chapman, in her presen-
tation made it clear that storytelling would be
incomplete if the name Wordsworth Mc
Andrew was not mentioned. She basically elec-
trified the audience throughout her perfor-
mance. George Davidson’s folktales simply
thrilled the audience. Winston ‘Jeggae” Hoppie
introduced a well chartered ‘Baccoo” story uti-
lizing the names of Goring, Edgar and Rose as
characters. That was hilarious. Rajiv Mohabir
from his “na bad eye me” fame displayed a dif-
ferent Indian perspective portraying his cultur-
al insightful masterpiece. They all surely
“turned back the hands of time” in demonstrat-
ing how it used to be in Guyana on a moon-
light night in bygone days.

We were fortunate to hear from two special
guest artists. Storyteller Robin Bady a Russian
Rumanian, Jewish American, New Yorker as
she loves to be called, who created an engaging
rapport with the audience.  Her storey telling
skill connects us to each other and to other
cross cultures. It was Tammy Hall, the other
guest artist, and arguably Brooklyn’s best

known storyteller expertly demanded audience
interaction which was well received by both
young and old during her stimulating story.

It was so heartening to see families come
out with their children and the participation of
members of the audience as they shared their
stories.

The Theme “Once Upon A Time” was cer-
tainly in Brooklyn where these specialist artists
belted out jumbie stories, folk tales, ole higue
tales, nancy story, drum poetry, and storytelling
of all sorts.

“Gaff ” is a word peculiar to Guyanese, just
as the word “Chat,” is peculiar to a Jamaican or
“Ole Talk” is peculiar to Trinidadians which
simply means “Talk.” Somehow “Gaff ” has a
deeper meaning than mere “Talk.” it signifies a
communication process and the Gaff contents
may not necessarily have to be factual.

The patrons were enthused by the “Story-
telling Gaff ” as they reminisced on familiar old
time folk lore phrases. Laughter was more than
therapeutic as they listened attentively
throughout the evening. In the finale of the
evening, everyone was moving with rhythm to
the beat of the drums of ‘Jeggae.’

This event was yet another first for GCA,
the previous being the Mother’s day Dinner
Theatre and of course this Newsletter. Thanks
to all the participants, our special thanks to Dr.
Kay Turner and the Brooklyn Arts Council for
collaborating with us on this event and also to
the Parish Council and members of St
Stephen’s Church for providing the necessaries
in making that evening a remarkable success

ONCE UPON A TIME IN BROOKLYN 15
THEY TURNED BACK THE HANDS OF TIME

Guyana Cultural Association of New York Inc. Newsletter


