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Suriname clinches US$6B deals with Chinese companies
-includes deep sea harbour, road and railroad to Brazil
Suriname on December 2, 2010 signed Memoranda of Understanding with two Chinese companies for US$6B in projects
which include a deep sea harbour and a railroad to Brazil.
On December 6,2010 the Surinamese newspaper de Ware
Tijd (dWT) said that on December 3, 2010 Minister of Public
Works Ramon Abrahams signed three memoranda of understanding (MOU‘s) with two big Chinese enterprises, Cheng
Don International and China Harbour.
The report said that it involves the financing and execution of
megaprojects totalling US$6 billion by the Chinese partners.
The MOU with Cheng Don International entails the construction of 8,000 public housing units.

TOP 20- Guyanese Online Blog– December 2010
The Guyanese Online Blog received 20,204 hits in December,
the highest monthly total ever. Our busiest day was 1,209 hits
on December 28th. The newsletter reaches an estimated 30,000
persons every month. The Top-20 Blog entries for December are
listed below. You can view them by clicking on the entries:1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Home page
Guyanese Online Newsletter - December 2010
Guyanese Parrots - comedy
No.1 hit: Obama, The Musical
THE MERRYMEN ~ Drink Ah Rum
Guyana Masquerade
Real Old Guyana Calypso - Bill Rogers
ON THE STREET WHERE I LIVED in B.G.
Living in Guyana – slide show
Tradewinds - Dave Martins - 3 videos
THE TRADEWINDS- GUYANA MEDLEY
TAKUTU BRIDGE - Rupununi. Guyana
The Secret Powers of Time
Girl Who Silenced the UN For 5 Minutes
HOW I REMEMBER CHRISTMAS IN GUYANA
Surprise! - Shopping Mall Christmas Video
CBS TV boost for Guyana tourism - Videos
CHANGES ARE COMING - faster and faster
"Your Barbados" Presents Merrymen Medley
Celebrating our Creative Personalities

The MOU‘s, with China Harbour, relate to five prestige projects: a road and railroad from Paramaribo to Brazil, a deep
sea harbour, a sea dam from Albina to Nickerie and a highway to Zanderij. President Desi Bouterse mentioned these
projects in his annual address.
The deals could be a blow to Guyana‘s hope of being a transit
point for business into northern Brazil. Guyana has been hoping for many years now for a deepwater harbour in either Berbice or Essequibo complemented by a fully paved road to Brazil. Neither of these two projects has gotten off the ground.
Source link- Stabroek News– December 6, 2010

Chengdong International Website < click
China Harbour Engineering Website < click
Map of Brazil and countries around it < click
Suriname - on Wikipedia Encyclopedia < click
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Welcome to the Guyanese Online Newsletter
By: Cyril Bryan. Editor and Publisher
This is the eleventh edition of the Guyanese Online Newsletter. The newsletters and Blog have been well received and
reach thousands of Guyanese and their friends worldwide. I
must thank all those who have commented and sent personal
e-mails. Thanks also to the associations, and advertisers.

PLEASE SEND YOUR COMMENTS TO THE BLOG
If you would like to comment on this newsletter please go to
comments for January 2010 Newsletter entry on the Blog.
You do not have to use your actual name in your comments.
You can also write Cyril at guyaneseonline.gmail.com

Cyril Bryan

EDITORIAL - Decade Two – ―Rapid Changes‖
First of all a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year to all.
Most of the 30,000 plus readers of this newsletter, and the
20,000+ monthly visitors to the Blog, live in the USA, Canada
and the U.K. However, we also have readers in almost every
country where Guyanese reside, and we thank you all for your
interest, comments, suggestions and e-mails and look forward
to even greater growth and relevancy this year .
Rapid Changes Ahead… everywhere….
We have now entered the second decade of the new millennium in a time of rapid changes in all aspects of our lives. Irrespective of where we live, we are all interconnected in worldwide networks that have created a truly ―Global Village‖.
A review of the last ten years shows that new information and
communications technologies have transformed our way of
life. I have compiled a list of changes that have occurred since
2000 which you could easily add to. (see next column). The
next decade will see even greater changes to which we shall
have to adapt in order to be part of this ―New World‖.
Suriname—Brazil rail/road link and sea dam projects
A Suriname-Brazil rail and road link, and a massive sea dam
project for the whole coastline of Suriname was recently announced by their President Desi Bouterse. If it comes to fruition, it would mean the transformation of Suriname. Brazilians
who now number about 50,000 (10% pop), would become the
economic driving force of their economy, as port and trading
facilities expand and Brazil‘s wealth flows north.
This port would save time and costs for shipping Brazilian
goods. The rail link is necessary to move the thousands of
containers and relieve the pressure on Brazil‘s Manaus harbor
on the Amazon, which was badly damaged recently by landslides. It also seems to me that the terrain for a rail and road
link from Manaus in Brazil to Paramaribo is much easier than
that through Guyana, as it is mostly savannah and low-lying
plains. There is also potential Chinese investment, mainly in
agriculture and mining, that may occur after these projects.
Bouterse has moved fast to deliver change and jobs to the
young people who voted for him last year. The Brazil project,
deep-sea port project, river dredging, along with the massive
sea dams planned for the whole coastline of Suriname, would
ensure many jobs for Surinamese and others for at least a
decade. The country has oil which will also help with their development. Perhaps many of the 380,000+ Surinamese who
now live in Holland may now think of returning home.
Also, Suriname‘s need for workers, could accelerate the growing movement of Guyanese to Suriname. More on Suriname
and Guyana in the next issue of the newsletter.

Obsolete technologies and changes since 2000
Technology: Obsolete or under threat…
Watches: replaced by cell phones and smartphones.
VCR and VHS tapes replaced by digital devices.
CD’s join records, 8-track and cassette tapes.
Fax Machines: replaced by scanners and the Internet.
Film Cameras: replaced by digital cameras and phones.
Dial-up Internet: high-speed internet is becoming universal.
Landline phones: less usage due to mobile phones.
Wires: being replaced by wireless to connect devices.
Long Distance: long distance now free or low-cost.
Movie Stores: Internet TV and downloading is growing.
Publications: Obsolete or under threat:
Yellow Pages Advertising / Address Books.
Classified Advertising in Newspapers now on Internet.
Maps: replaced by Internet maps and GPS devices.
Catalogs: now on-line and interactive on-line ordering.
Newspapers, magazines and books now going online.
Encyclopedias: replaced by free on-line Wikipedia etc.
TV advertising: Less TV watching; more Internet usage.
Lifestyle Changes already noticeable:
Separation between work and personal life blurred.
More people working from home: using latest technology.
Internet affecting many industries making them obsolete.
Agencies affected especially travel agents.
Privacy and an anonymous existence less possible now.
Keeping in touch easier with social networks e.g. Facebook
Texting/email, rather than phoning or letter writing.
Forgetting? Less a problem with computers and phones.
This coming decade will usher in even greater changes which
we shall discuss in future editions of this newsletter.
Cyril Bryan, Editor and Publisher
Guyanese Online Newsletter and Blog
The Guyanese Online Newsletter and the Guyanese Online
Blog are independent publications that have been designed,
edited, produced and published by Cyril Bryan.
Individuals, Organizations, Associations and Guyanese groups
should send e-mails with their announcements, features, news,
pictures, event reports and advertisements for publication to the
editor: Cyril Bryan at: guyaneseonline@gmail.com
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Planning for the Oil Boom
December 25, 2010 By: Ravi Dev. Kaieteur News Column

The search for oil within our boundaries is once again intensifying. We have in the past cautioned about oil being a
mixed blessing.
Resource-rich former colonies in general and oil-rich ones in
particular, have been the worst performers as far as increasing
their growth rates are concerned.
One study showed that countries that depended heavily on resource extraction in 1970 grew at a measly average of 1% between 1970 and 1989.
As a consequence their people have not experienced the dramatic increases in standards of living in such resource-poor
countries like Singapore. Such results cry out for explanation.
Recently, a strong correlation has been demonstrated between
the growth of the resource component of the GDP and conflicts
within the countries. While the causation for this effect is complex and contextual, it challenges the widespread hope that
with increased revenue our present squabbles over whether
―marginalisation‖ is real or imagined will disappear.
This effect of increased conflict is especially noticeable in divided societies and should be of major concern to our policymakers.
Not surprisingly, most conflicts have at their base a nexus with
economics and as the stakes rise with the flow of oil revenue
into the national coffers, it is natural that competition for those
revenues would increase.
In divided societies it is not perverse for groups outside the administration to suspect that ―in-groups‖ are being favoured.
If the increased revenues are not equitably distributed, the
growth frontier of the country as a whole is inevitably constrained, since the creative potential of significant segments of
the population are not allowed to flower – and become lost to
the society
All modern growth theories show that sustained high growth
rates are only possible when the widest possible cross section
of the society are involved.
Social capital and all that. Increased conflicts – whether hot or
cold – inevitably hinder economic activity and growth and in so
many instances precipitate a spiral of increasing poverty and
death in the midst of ―plenty‖.
The most significant factor in ensuring that countries remain
locked in low growth rates and mired in poverty while the dollars keep pouring in is what the economists like to call
―rapacious rent-seeking‖ – but we laypersons recognise by the
catch-all expression, ―corruption‖. Corruption, from all studies,
appears to be the major by-product of resource extraction from
even the developed countries – much less the poor ones like
Guyana.
WikiLeaks cables suggested that the President of Sudan squirreled away over US$9 billion in British banks alone!
Whether our administration has taken heed or not of the sustained accusations of ―corruption‖ that have bedevilled them up
to now, it must accept that the opportunities for graft will increase in direct proportion to the increase in revenue when the

by Ravi Dev

oil starts flowing. And the potential for conflict over increased ―marginalisation‖.
To avert such conflicts, we have to devise a model of development that will involve the greatest number of our citizens as the oil revenue begins to flow in the next decade.
We propose that the Government initiate a national consultation on development – along the lines of the Constitutional Reform Process in 1999 – to create a more focused
growth strategy, with the understanding that the oil revenues will be utilised to fund the projects proposed by the
strategy.
A national consensus on development projects should go a
long way towards ameliorating the conditions that precipitate conflict over ―marginalisation‖ of any group.
We suggest that ―Ethnic Impact Statements‖, which we
have long advocated, accompany every project to address
concerns over ethnic favouritism that has bedevilled us for
so long.
To ensure that the oil revenues do not flow into the pockets
of corrupt politicians it would be best to constitute an independent ―Oil Fund for National Development‖ (OFND) that
operates on transparent accounting rules to ensure that all
oil revenues are accounted for.
The rules of such transparency have now been fully endorsed by the international community so it would not present any problems to so-called ―privacy‖ needs of corporations.
Apart from denying pork-barrel schemes funded from the
Consolidated Fund, the OFND will have to ensure that the
oil industry does not flourish at the expense of other previously important production sectors, such as agriculture and
fishing and ensure that the economy diversifies into manufacturing and higher technologies – and involves all sections of the society.
We have long advocated the need for us to have a development bank to kick start the needed investment we all
know is necessary to lift us out of poverty.
The OFND would provide our own revenue stream and the
International Financial Institutions do not have to grant or
withhold permission.
We do not believe that Government itself should necessarily get into the ownership of new productive facilities but
should identify private entities which can be partnered and
eventually assume total ownership.
We encourage the Entrepreneurial Catalytic State al la the
Eastern Tigers.
Recognising that such a state would have to have the widest possible support to earn the necessary legitimacy that
is crucial to its eventual success, a temporary Government
of National Unity – to establish the basic ground rules for
equitable development – seems absolutely necessary.

Editor’s Note: This is a very important subject for discussion.
We welcome your comments on the entry for this newsletter.

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide

Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com

4

GUYANA NEWS

January 2011

Exploration Oil Well in Rupununi - Sagres Energy Announces Apoteri K-2
ALBERTA. Canada, Dec. 29, 2010 (Marketwire) -Sagres Energy Inc. ("Sagres" or the "Corporation") (TSX VENTURE:SGI) is pleased to announce the planned spud of the Apoteri K-2 ("K-2") exploration well on the Takutu Block in Guyana
prior to December 31, 2010. The K-2 well will be drilled to a
measured depth of approximately 11,000 feet and will target the
same productive reservoirs that tested over 400 barrels of 42
degrees API light oil per day from the Karanambo 1 well, which
was drilled in 1982 and located 600 meters away. Gaffney Cline
and Associates attributed gross mean recoverable prospective
resources of 128 million barrels of oil (32 million barrels net to
Sagres) to the discovery in a December 2009 report compiled for
the Corporation.
CALGARY,

Canacol Energy Ltd. ("Canacol") has a 90% working interest in
the contract, with Groundstar Resources Limited ("Groundstar"),
the operator of the Petroleum Prospecting License ("PPL"), holding the remaining 10%. Sagres is eligible to earn a 25% working
interest in the PPL from Canacol by paying for 30% of the cost to
drill the K-2 exploration well. To date, Sagres has paid $1.25mm
in fulfillment of its earning obligations.
Plans are being formulated to drill a second exploration well on
the block by May, 2011, on either the Rewa or Pirara River prospects, depending on the outcome of the K-2 well. Gaffney Cline
and Associates attributed gross mean recoverable prospective
resources of 171 million barrels (43 million barrels net to Sagres)
and 133 million barrels (33 million barrels net to Sagres) to each
prospect, respectively, in the December 2009 report compiled for
the Corporation. Under the terms of the farmout agreement between Canacol and Groundstar, Canacol shall be the operator of
the contract after the drilling of the K-2 well, and therefore shall
operate the second well.
Sagres Energy Inc. is a Canadian based international oil and gas
exploration company with an exploration portfolio in Guyana and
Jamaica. In Jamaica, Sagres holds 3 licenses, covering 8800
square kilometers offshore Jamaica.
Source: istock Analyst report at this link.

Project Manager Required in Guyana
- For Renewable Energy Project in Guyana
Dykon Developments is looking for a Project Manager in
Guyana – who can make appointments with government and
business support organizations, and follow up on these meetings etc, for the company.
Contact Liesl Harewood, Business Development Director,
DYKON Developments at
lieslh@dykondevelopments.com
See more about the company at our website

www.dykondevelopments.com

Explore Related Content on Oil exploration in Guyana »
Rupununi oil well results forecast for Dec.-September 11, 2010
Groundstar now aims to drill for oil in August -June 21, 2010
Groundstar unlikely to begin drilling by early next month -November 9,
2010
Canacol now with 90% of Takutu oil search licence-October 28, 2009
Groundstar reduces share in Takutu petroleum licence -May 15, 2009
Oil exploration co. eyeing Rupununi drilling in May-January 23, 2010
Canada oil explorer updates Takutu info -December 30, 2009

Shipping companies want deeper Demerara River draft to
handle larger vessels
Shipping companies using
Port Georgetown would
have to help pay for the
dredging of the Demerara
River to accommodate larger
vessels, Public Works Minister, Robeson Benn said Friday, December 31, 2010.
Wharf picture

(demerarawaves.com)

At present, the draft of the
major waterway is at least 5 meters but Shipping Association
of Guyana (SAG) wants it deepened to at least 6 to 6.5 meters. The estimated cost of increasing the draft would be at
least US$5 million.
Benn told a year-end news conference that SAG members:
―If you get an additional meter of draft on the Demerara channel, you‘ll be able to bring in larger vessels at cheaper cost,
you got to be prepared to pay a levy on every ton coming in
to help to cover the cost because there‘ll be enormous savings,‖ said the minister.
Benn said he was unsure whether government should invest
in dredging the Demerara River in light of plans to build a
deep-water port in the Berbice river. The minister said proposals have been made to acquire a new dredge, in addition
to the existing government-owned Steve N dredge which has
been in and out of maintenance during this year.
The SAG has noted that bigger and better cargo carriers as
large as 1300 Twenty-foot Equivalent Units (TEU) are already
replacing the smaller ships measuring some 5 – 800 TEU.
―If you don‘t have deep harbours and significantly improved
port and handling facilities, these massive ships won‘t come
to your country. This means huge losses in revenue most of
all,‖ according to President of the Caribbean Shipping Association, Carlos Urriola Tam.
Cargo ships docking in Guyana usually pay docking fees,
some of which are used to maintain the harbour and provide
navigational aids. The SAG expects that, through a privatepublic partnership, funds can be acquired from an international financial institution to dredge the river.
(demerarawaves.com—December 31, 2010)
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Guyana Bank to offer 'green loans' - for solar and wind projects
Thursday December 30, 2010 – One of Guyana‘s leading banks
is getting in on the government‘s efforts to take the country on a
―green‖ path, as it begins to offer special loan packages for low
carbon projects and services. Energy saving and solar powered
appliances and devices as well as solar and wind projects will be
among those that will benefit from the Green Loan facility at the
Guyana Bank for Trade and Industry (GBTI).
The announcement came yesterday as the bank opened a
GUY$700 million (US$3.4 million) branch. Chairman of the
bank‘s Board, Robin Stoby, said that under the special loan facility, the interest rate will be eight to 11 percent per year with a
maximum repayment period of five years. He said the bank
would offer special concessions as well.
President Bharrat Jagdeo said GBTI‘s move is commendable,
given the benefits of the green economy to the creation of wealth
in Guyana and the country‘s exemption from capping emissions.
―Although we are not required by any global agreement to cap
our emission levels which are extremely low compared to the
developed countries of the world…yet GBTI has seen it fit to
launch a series of instruments that will promote greener policies
here,‖ he said.
During yesterday‘s ceremony, GBTI‘s Chief Executive Officer
John Tracy revealed that the bank will launch a trade financial
facility, in partnership with the private arm of the World Bank (the
International Finance Cooperation (IFC) – on January 24, 2011.

House-lots for remigrants
- In what appears to be a pilot project, at least 1,000 house-lots are being developed in an exclusive area at Eccles and Providence, East Bank Demerara for
remigrants.
December 30, 2010 - Demerara Waves

―In the sense you want to test how successful the model is, in
that sense it will be a pilot because you‘ll appreciate the administrative mechanisms and these things will be tested,‖ said Housing Minister, Irfaan Ali.
Among the development-models being examined is the involvement of overseas-based Guyanese realtors to develop, build and
sell the houses to remigrants such as pensioners and business
owners, he said. Private housing developers from Trinidad and
Tobago were also lining up to build the upscale houses for as
much as US$200,000. Exchange rate (G200-$1US)
At least GUY$600,000 would be spent on each house-lot to provide water, electricity and a loam-surface road and drains, he
said, with the land becoming available in another six months
While the minister said that 700 house-lot applications from overseas-based Guyanese have been already increased, he noted
that the applications would have to be screened.―Basically, what
we have encouraged people to do is just visit the website and
apply so that when we have all the applications in place, then we
will have an assessment,‖ Ali told reporters.
The Housing Minister assured that the environs of the housing
lands for remigrants would not be near low-income housing
schemes.expects that housing development for remigrants will
contribute to economic growth. So far, 700 applications have
been received via the Ministry of Housing‘s website,
http://www.chpa.gov.gy

The Guyana Bank of Trade and Industry will offer special loan packages for
low carbon projects and services, including energy saving and solar powered
appliances and devices, and solar and wind projects (GINA photo)

The facility was approved after the IFC undertook a rigorous examination of GBTI‘s balance sheet over a lengthy period. The
IFC intends to host a seminar to explain the way in which Guyanese businesses can maximize use of the facility. (Caribbean360)

Stabroek, Vreed-en-Hoop stellings not for sale –
says Public Works Minister Benn
Jan 1,2011. KNEWS—Government

has debunked reports that it is
selling the Stabroek and Vreed-en-Hoop ferry stellings, amidst
concerns that the facilities, currently in a state of disrepair, could
be leaving authorities with no options if the aging Demerara Harbour Bridge goes down for any prolonged period.
Answering questions during his year-end press conference, Minister of Public Works, Robeson Benn, yesterday also insisted
that it is highly unlikely that the bridge could go out of commission for any considerable length of time as significant resources
have been poured in to strengthen the facilities.
It is unlikely that the any trawler could damage the structure or
any part could float away as had been the case several years
ago.
The bridge has been running at a loss for years now with Government financing critical infrastructural works to the tune of hundreds of millions of dollars. General Manager, Rawlston Adams,
spoke yesterday of works to construct protective barriers around
key sections like the retractor span and replacement of pontoons
and anchors in the coming months.
In recent years, the two stellings fell into a state of disrepair with
the gantries leading to ferries show the worse.
Benn admitted yesterday that parts have been removed and
used on other stellings, including those at Berbice.
$41M repairs for $431M Supernaam Stelling
Meanwhile, responding to questions on the Supenaam stelling
which was built and handed over but saw a ramp buckling under
weight earlier this year, Benn made it clear yesterday that Government was moving ahead with plans to repair the problems.
The facility was constructed at a cost of over $431M with an additional $18M spent to correct a number of defects when it was
taken over by the Ministry in January. More ….Read full article
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Sugar workers refuse to heed
Corporation‘s call
December 29,2010. KNEWS

attendance drops even further, no production for week

The bad news has continued for the sugar industry as despite
calls for an improvement, no production was recorded countrywide
As of yesterday (December 28, 2010) also, sugar production
stood at 220,669 tonnes, almost 44,000 tonnes short of the
adjusted target and 14,000 short of last year.
This year will see the industry dropping to its lowest production since the PPP/C administration took office 18 years ago.
Last week, the Guyana Sugar Corporation (GuySuCo) announced that more than 400,000 tonnes of cane that was
targeted to be harvested this year will be carried forward to
the new year instead. This has since been raised to 500,000
tonnes by the Ministry of Agriculture yesterday.
The Corporation, citing pressing debt payments and other
financial commitments that have to be met with financiers and
local banks, had announced last week that it was extending
the crop to early January to capitalize on the good weather.
However, officials of the Corporation when contacted spoke
of a gloomy situation that has been dogging the industry for
some time now. More—whole article here

Rice prices rise in Guyana
demerarawaves.com. Dec 14, 2010

The price for a 10 kilogram bag of Karibee rice has increased
from GUY$1,400 to GUY$1,800 and retail or ‗loose‘ rice
ranges from GUY$480 and GUY$600 for four litres.
Rice vendors and one rice agent in Bourda market told demerarawaves.com that the reasons for the spike in the price of
the commodity include damaged paddy in East Berbice and
lucrative prices being paid for paddy being offered by Venezuela.
President of the Guyana Rice Producers Association (RPA),
Dharamkumar Seeraj explained that several fields in Berbice
and Essequibo registered lower than expected yields because of little rain earlier this year to do dry-land preparations. The yield, he said, has fallen by at least 50 percent to
at least 14 bags per acre.
―Early in the year, we were practically in an El Nino type
situation-no rain at all- and then at the time of harvesting, we
started getting downpours and then we finished harvesting,
we couldn‘t do dry-land preparations,‖ Seeraj told demerarawaves.com.
The RPA official attributed the rising rice prices domestically
to an increase in world market prices for the grain and the
lucrative Venezuelan market that is offering stable and guaranteed prices for 25 percent of the crop. Guyana exports
about 70 percent of rice produced and the remainder is sold
locally.
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New Surinamese rice parboiler targets
Guyana / Caricom markets
Sunday, 26 December 2010

A US$10 million parboiling plant in Nickerie, set to be the first
of its kind in neighbouring Suriname, is expected to supply
some of its rice to Guyana and other sister Caricom membernations, the financier said in a statement.
Capital Corp Merchant Banking announced that that it has
signed a funding agreement with Caniin Suriname NV to build
a state-of-the-art parboiling plant in the district of Nickerie,
Suriname. ―With this investment, Caniin Suriname will be the
only active, producing parboiled rice plant in the country,‖ the
bank said in a statement.
Caniin Suriname plans to export its rice to the Caricom countries (Trinidad and Tobago, Jamaica, Barbados, St. Vincent,
Grenada, Guyana) and also non-traditional markets, namely
Haiti and Brazil, said Capital Corp Merchant Banking.
From a market standpoint parboiled rice fetches a premium
price compared to cargo and white rice. It is produced by a
process of soaking, pressure, steaming and drying prior to
milling. (source: http://news.reportlinker.com/n04020644/Commodities-EIU-smonthly-rice-outlook.html#) ( reported on Demerara Waves).

Hope Canal Work Halted by rains
DECEMBER 21, 2010 | BY KNEWS

Works on the Hope Canal Project have apparently been
stalled as a result of heavy rains. According to a statement by
the Minister of Agriculture, Robert Persaud, undertaking the
works has become dangerous under the conditions created by
the recent inclement weather.
Apparently the recent rains have been exacerbating the poor
conditions on the ground at the site, a situation that ―threatens
the integrity of the excavators and excavations.‖ The Minister
stated, on December 20: ―I have decided that I‘m not going to
proceed until the weather improves to my satisfaction.‖
The day the works were declared as officially open, lead consultant of CEMCO, Raymond Latchmansingh, spoke of the
terrain that the canal would have to pass through.
He pointed out that during the geotechnical survey the light rig
that they were using kept sinking in the soft soil forcing them
to resort to another soil analysis technique called CPT or
Cone Penetration Testing).
In the design report that was issued after the investigations
were completed it was noted that boreholes between the
Crown Dam and the Cross Dam were inaccessible even to the
CPT machine for testing.
Minister Persaud himself commented on the nature of the terrain at the very same event, saying that ―a large part of the
land was swamp where the men would sink almost to their
waists.‖ In a letter written by Engineer and former head of the
Sea Defence Project, Malcolm Alli, it was posited that the government ―may have to abandon the Hope Canal Project on
account of the poor soil conditions existing between Crown
Dam and the East Demerara Water Conservancy (EDWC)‖.
Read full article here: ―Technically sound‖ - Hope Canal
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GUYANA TOURISM

Website Links
Hotels, Eco-resorts. Interior
Lodges, & Tour Operators

Iwokrama National Park

Adel’s Rainforest Resort
Ariantze Sidewalk Hotel Café and
Jazz Club

The Iwokrama Canopy Walkway is a series of suspension bridges and decks of up to 30
metres in height and 154 metres in length, located in the Iwokrama Forest. It gives visitors a
new view of the mid and upper canopy of the forest and allows wildlife to be relatively free
from human intrusion.
The forest around the walkway contains some important flora and fauna.
Among these are endangered and
protected species such as the jaguar,
the bullet wood tree, greenheart and
the waramadan (endemic in Guyana
only to the Iwokrama Forest).
The canopy walkway also serves as a
great lookout point for the Maipa
mountain range and on the trail to the
walkway visitors can observe a rock
with petroglyphs (rock carving) and a
strangler fig tree, both of which have interesting stories. For more information go to :

Blue Wave Apartment Hotel
Bradsville Apartments
Cara Hotels
El Dorado Inn
Evergreen Adventures
Grand Coastal Inn
Herdmanston Lodge
Hurakabra River Resort
Hotel Tower – Emerald Tower
Resort

Iwokrama Canopy Walkway

Welcome to the Iwokrama International Centre for Rainforest Conservation and Development (IIC)
The IIC is an international not-for-profit organisation, governed by an International Board of Trustees and managed by a professional team of
around seventy permanent staff in Georgetown
and at the Iwokrama River Lodge and Research
Centre at Kurupukari. The IIC‘s Patron is HRH
The Prince of Wales.

The Iwokrama River Lodge

Banganara Island Resort

The Iwokrama International Centre (IIC) was established in 1996 under a joint mandate from the
Government of Guyana and the Commonwealth
Secretariat to manage the Iwokrama forest, a
unique reserve of 371,000 hectares of rainforest,
―in a manner that will lead to lasting ecological,
economic and social benefits to the people of

Iwokrama Canopy Walkway
Iwokrara Forest Kanuku Suites
Le Grand Penthouse Hotel
Pegasus Hotel

Princess Hotel
Radisson Apartment Suites
Regency Suites Hotel
Rock View Lodge, Rupununi

Guyana and to the world in general‖.
The Iwokrama forest and its research centre are unique, providing a dedicated site in which
to test the concept of a truly sustainable forest – where conservation, environmental balance and economic use can be mutually reinforcing. Drawing on its earlier work in sustainable forest management, the IIC is now, in close collaboration with the Government of Guyana, the Commonwealth and other international partners including the UK company Canopy Capital, developing a new approach to enable countries with rainforests to earn significant income from eco-system services and creative conservation practice..

For more information visit
the website of the
Iwokrara Forest
Climate Change Sustainable Forestry ; Ecotourism
The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide

Roraima Airways, Hotels and
Companies
Sleepin International Hotel
Splashmins Resort

Surama Eco-Lodge Rupununi
Timberhead Eco-Resort
Trans Guyana Airways
Wilderness Explorers
Zoom Inn Hotel
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Caribbean and
Regional News

Huge Brazil oil field will bear
Lula‘s name
SAO PAULO, (Reuters) - To the list of
accolades for Brazil‘s wildly popular outgoing President Luiz Inacio da Silva, add the
following: one of the country‘s biggest new
offshore oil fields will bear his name.

Barbados least corruptible
Barbados has topped the list in Latin America
and the Caribbean

―I‘m proud,‖ Lula told reporters. ―But it‘s not
my name — it‘s a (mollusk).‖ The former
metalworkers‘ union leader, who rose to
power despite having just an elementary
school education, leaves office on Jan. 1
with an approval rating of 83 percent. U.S.
President Barack Obama bestowed him
last year with the title of the ―most popular
politician on earth.‖
During eight years in office, Lula‘s stable
economic policies helped lift millions of
Brazilians out of poverty and made the
country a darling among Wall Street investors. His advocacy also helped the country
win the right to host the 2014 World Cup
soccer tournament and the 2016 Olympics.
Lula‘s last year in office, in particular, has
become a kind of victory lap. His life story
was portrayed in a film which will be Brazil‘s submission for Best Foreign Language
Film at the 2011 Academy Awards.
Brazil‘s vast deep-water oil reserves have
become a new frontier for energy exploration that could turn the South American
nation into a major energy exporter.
Experts believe the country may have more
than 50 billion barrels of oil buried as much
as 7 kilometers (4.4 miles) below the
ocean‘s surface beneath a thick layer of
salt in a region known as the subsalt.

Ralph Gonsalves returned for third term
in St. Vincent elections
Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves was returned to office for a third term in elections
held in St. Vincent and the Grenadines on
December 13, 2010.
His political party, the United Labour Party
(ULP) won narrowly, obtaining a 8-7 seat
margin of victory. His party also won in the
popular vote by a 51-49 margin. Full story

in climate change, coral reef management
ST. KITTS, DECEMBER 8TH 2010 (CUOPM)

–

Australia has responded positively to a
request from St. Kitts and Nevis‘ Prime
Minister Hon. Dr. Denzil L. Douglas for
assistance in the area of coral reef management, climate change and human
resource development.

State-run oil company Petrobras said
Wednesday its Tupi field, one of the crown
jewels in Brazil‘s so-called subsalt oil
fields, would now be known as ―Lula.‖
The new nomenclature was made possible
by some creativity by Petrobras.
The company has traditionally given its oil
fields the names of aquatic creatures when
they are commercially viable. As it happens, Lula means ―squid‖ in Portuguese.

Australia to assist St. Kitts and Nevis

Its enviable ranking is contained in 2010
Corruption Perception report by the international watchdog Transparency International(TI).
Globally, the Transparency International
Corruption Perception Index puts Barbados at a very high 17th where it is tied with
Japan. By comparison Britain is at number
20 and the United States 22.
Not only does TI place Barbados at the top
of the Latin Amercan and Caribbean region, the Caribbean nation is second only
to Canada in the entire Americas. The
U.S.A. is in 4th place while Chile is 3rd.
The only other Caricom state making the
top 50 is Dominica at 44 - and the other
Caribbean territory in that bracket is Puerto
Rico, ranked at 33. Other Caribbean country rankings on the global corruption perception index are Cuba at 69, Trinidad and
Tobago - 73, Jamaica comes in at 86, the
Dominican Republic 101, Guyana 116 and
Venezuela 164.
This year's report does not include St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, and
Suriname. . more

Denis Hanomansingh appointed temporary judge in Belize
Former Director of Public
Prosecutions, Denis Hanomansingh, has been sworn in
as a temporary judge in Belize, according to 7 NewsBelize.com. Justice Hanomansingh‘s contract is for six months and it
took effect from December 1st.
Justice Hanomansingh will be doing criminal matters in the Northern District session
of the Supreme Court. He was sworn in by
acting Chief Justice Sam Lungole Awich.
Before he went to work in Belize he was a
judge in Barbados and also served as Director of Public Prosecutions in Guyana.
He left Guyana after he was injured in an
attack on a bar at the height of the crime
spree that followed the 2002 jail-break.
(Source: Stabroek news—December 8, 2010)
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Australia‘s High Commisioner to the
Federation of St. Kitts and Nevis, His
Excellency Phillip Kentwell informed
Prime Minister Douglas that his discussions with his country‘s officials have
been fruitful. more

Australia helps CARICOM
Guyana, December 22, 2010 – Australia has given a commitment to provide tens of millions of dollars in support to the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) over the next four years.
Following the recent Inaugural CARICOM-Australia High Level Meeting on
the Development Assistance Partnership, Director-General of the Australian Agency for International Development, Peter Baxter, pledged that his
country‘s cooperation with the regional
bloc will see ―real outcomes and practical assistance‖, as it will provide a
total of AUD$63.8 million (US$63.7
million) in assistance to CARICOM
member countries.
Of the amount, AUD$17.5 million
(US$17.4 million) has been set aside
to support the region‘s efforts to adapt
to climate change and to manage the
impacts of natural disasters. more

Barbados and Dominica among top
10 ethical destinations
Barbados. December 13, 2010 –
Two islands in the Caribbean have been
named in the top 10 ethical tourism destinations among developing countries
across the world.
In a recent release, the California-based
nonprofit organization Ethical Traveler
announced that Barbados and Dominica
had joined Argentina, Chile, Costa Rica,
Latvia, Lithuania, Palau, Poland and
Uruguay on its list in its 2011 report on
The World's Best Ethical Destinations.
The release explained Ethical Traveler
conducts an annual study of developing
nations from Afghanistan to Zimbabwe
to identify the best ethical tourism destinations. more
Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
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There Are No Technology Shortcuts to Good Education
Education in Guyana <click
Editor‘s Note: An international debate that has been going on for years
in regard to the use of computer and communications technologies (ICT),
in schools. For instance, Guyana, like many other countries, is now
investing heavily in computers in schools and is promoting a project of
donating ―One Computer Per Family‖ (OLPF).
Above: Student using an iPad in an Arizona school in the USA.
Right: A student in Peru , South America, with one of the thousands of One Computer per
Child (OLPC) units that have been distributed within their elementary school system

BY: KENTARO TOYAMA
There are no technology shortcuts to good education. For
primary and secondary schools that are underperforming or
limited in resources, efforts to improve education should focus almost exclusively on better teachers and stronger administrations. Information technology, if used at all, should be
targeted for certain, specific uses or limited to well-funded
schools whose fundamentals are not in question.
(Caveat: Because this article was written for an audience
most interested in government-funded primary and secondary
education in developing countries, words like ―wealthy,‖
―average,‖ and ―typical‖ should be read with that context in
mind. But, the conclusions are relevant for a broad class of
primary and secondary schools in developed countries, as
well.)
To back these assertions, I‘ll draw on four different lines of
evidence.
1.

The history of electronic technologies in schools is fraught
with failures.

2.

Computers are no exception, and rigorous studies show that
it is incredibly difficult to have positive educational impact
with computers. Technology at best only amplifies the pedagogical capacity of educational systems; it can make good
schools better, but it makes bad schools worse.

3.

Technology has a huge opportunity cost in the form of more
effective non-technology interventions.

4.

Many good school systems excel without much technology.

The inescapable conclusion is that significant investments
in computers, mobile phones, and other electronic gadgets
in education are neither necessary nor warranted for most
school systems. In particular, the attempt to use technology
to fix underperforming classrooms (or to replace nonexistent ones) is futile. And, for all but wealthy, well-run
schools, one-to-one computer programs cannot be recommended in good conscience.
All of the evidence stands on its own, but I will tie them together with a single theory that explains why technology is
unable to substitute for good teaching: Quality primary and
secondary education is a multi-year commitment whose single bottleneck is the sustained motivation of the student to
climb an intellectual Everest. Though children are naturally
curious, they nevertheless require ongoing guidance and en-

The Educational Technology Debate that is featured here gives an
analysis that says that there are no shortcuts to a good education by
depending on technology. It is a debate that should interest all of us.

couragement to persevere in the ascent. Caring supervision
from human teachers, parents, and mentors is the only
known way of generating motivation for the hours of a school
day, to say nothing of eight to twelve school years.
While computers appear to engage students (which is exactly
their appeal), the engagement swings between uselessly
fleeting at best and addictively distractive at worst. No technology today or in the foreseeable future can provide the tailored attention, encouragement, inspiration, or even the occasional scolding for students that dedicated adults can, and
thus, attempts to use technology as a stand-in for capable
instruction are bound to fail.
With respect to sustaining directed motivation, even the
much-maligned rote-focused drill-sergeant disciplinarian is
superior to any electronic multimedia carnival. (In an October
2009 ETD article, James BonTempo also highlighted the importance of motivation. But, while BonTempo suggested that
we should seek technologies that motivate both teachers and
students, I believe today‘s technology is not up to the task.)

The Repetitive Cycle of Technology

Do you remember - ―television in education‖

For anyone concerned with high-tech in schools, two books
are required reading as histories of technology and education. The first is Larry Cuban‘s Teachers and Machines: The
Classroom Use of Technology Since 1920, which overviews
the history of films, radio, television, and computers in American education up to the early 1980s. The second is Todd
Oppenheimer‘sThe Flickering Mind: Saving Education from
the False Promise of Technology. …...
….…. More - read full article at this link
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Guyanese Association of Manitoba—Children’s Xmas Party

Children at the Christmas Party held by the Guyanese Association of Manitoba pose for their group picture with Santa.

Guyanese Association of Manitoba

8th Annual Kids Christmas Party. December 4, 2010

The Queen‘s College of Guyana Association (UK)

Bowling, pizza and Santa!!!
By Sharmela Sukhdeo-Rambally

In Winnipeg, Manitoba, the Christmas season started early
– December 4, 2010 - for most of the kids from Guyana, or
of Guyanese ancestry who now reside here. It was a day
of bowling, enjoying friends and families and of course a
visit from the jolly white bearded man himself. Over 50
kids of all ages attended the eight edition of this annual
event held by the Guyanese Association of Manitoba.
It was again a great success - one of the best in years
with the number of kids, parents and friends who attended.
In attendance were also prominent business owners, city
officials and of course the most important guests of all the
kids – the youngest being 3-month-old Asheena, fully
decked out in her Christmas outfit.
Throughout the day, everyone bowled to their hearts content, joyfully and with much effort to hit all the pins down. I
personally enjoyed watching the little ones drop the ball
down in the alley and still being able to knock the pins
down. The children bowled with all their might and continued for a couple of hours seemingly without tiring, as they
were having fun. However, in their minds they were also
anxiously awaiting to hear the jingle of the bells and the
arrival of Santa. More—read full report

OFFICERS FOR 2010 –2011
Neville Linton was once again returned unopposed as President, and existing Vice-Presidents JohnRafferty, Lloyd Bascom, David Man, Sir Shridath (‗Sonny‘) Ramphal, Trevor
Phillips, HenryEdwards, Derek Hugh, Ivor Yingand Gary
Ramprashad reappointed.
The seven members of the Management Committee, all returned unopposed, are:Ian Wishart, Christopher Chunnilall, Peter Fraser, Rod Westmaas, Mark Dalgety, Bruce
Nóbrega and Claire Carballo (Praveen Hanoman stood
down under the three-year rule). At the first Committee meeting on 10th December, Christopher Chunnilall, Ian Wishart
and Peter Fraser were respectively elected Chairman, Secretary andTreasurer, whilst Praveen Hanoman and Mark
Adamson were co-opted, the former to serve as Assistant
Treasurer (see the last page of the newsletter for contacts).
Read the latest Newsletter here> QC – UK Newsletter

Guyanese Academics Newsletter
December 2010
Download Newsletter here
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YAKKERS CORNER TALKS WITH DAVID RUDDER W HO SENDS
MESSAGE THROUGH HIS SONG HAITI I’M SORRY

TOY DISTRIBUTION IN GUYANA BY GPP
ON BEHALF OF GCNTB
The Guyana‘s People Partnership (GPP) in collaboration with
the Guyanese Cultural Network of Tampa Bay Inc (GCNTB),
a non-profit organization headed by Wayne Forde, distributed
toys worth over US$3,000 to many areas around Guyana.

His music can be downloaded
from here or click the album above

Many of your young children, because of their economic
status, will not get to enjoy this festive season. Our organizations are honoured to be able to bring a smile to a few of
these children. Here are two examples of our work:-:

About the Yakkers‘ Corner
Muriel Glasgow‘s interviews: .. We yak about development and
humanitarian issues and we promote the United Nations Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Read and listen to interviews with other interesting personalities on her PODCAST
at http://unitednationsyak.com/

David Rudder is one of the top calypsonians of all time, who also served as UNDP
goodwill ambassador for the Caribbean. In
1977, he joined Charlie‘s Roots, one of the top bands in Trinidad and Tobago. He spent many years as one of the vocalists with the band.
In 1986 he burst into prominence with his album ―The Hammer:‖ which produced two big hits, ―The Hammer‖ (a tribute to
the late pannist Rudolph Charles) and ―Bahia Girl‖. This was
followed in 1987 with ―Calypso Music‖, a brilliant encapsulation of the history of calypso.
In 1988 Rudder released Haiti which included the title track,
(Mr. Rudder thanks for giving us permission to play ―Haiti‖ at
the end of the podcast) a tribute to the glory and suffering of
Haiti; ―Engine Room‖, which captured the energy of the steel
band; and ―Rally ‗Round the West Indies,‖ which became the
anthem of West Indies cricket.

Toys were for the children in a village on the East Coast of Demerara. One of the many areas where toys were distributed by
GPP on behalf of GCNTB , a Guyanese organization in Florida

In 2008, David Rudder did a Soca collaboration with fellow
Trinidadian Machel Montano, Oil and Music on Machel‘s
2008 album Flame on. (source Wikipedia)
Mr. Rudder served as UNDP goodwill ambassador for the
Caribbean and has also done music for a Major Hollywood
movie (Wild 0rchid) and released over 24 albums. He continues to tour extensively and record. He has a Facebook and
his MySpace Page is here

The children at the Pediatric Intensive Care at the Georgetown
Hospital received toys distributed by Jane Stuart of the Guyana
Peoples Partnership (GPP) on behalf of GCNTB.

The aid efforts of GPP and GNCTB are year-round. For instance, in September 2010, 182 backpacks and school supplies were sent to the One Mile Potaro School, Essequibo.
Contact info for the Guyanese Cultural Network of Tampa
Bay (GCNTB) : Wayne Forde : email:info@gcntb.org
website:www.gcntb.org
The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide
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Liberty Cricket Club - NYC
1st Annual Dinner and Dance - January 22, 2011
―Hall Of Lights‖ - Ozone Park/Richmond Hill area

Liberty Cricket Club (LCC), would like to extend a Happy
New Year and a warm invite to you and/or your organization
to the Club‘s 1st Annual Dinner and Dance.
LCC has recently completed one year in existence and we are
celebrating with a Dinner and Dance and a Presentation ceremony to Honor those who contributed to a successful year.
The event will be held on January 22, 2011 and will take place
right in the Ozone Park/Richmond Hill area at ―Hall Of Lights‖
117-06 Rockaway Blvd., South Ozone Park, NY 11420.
Liberty Cricket Club focuses on creating a stable and positive
environment for young cricketers, cricket fans and members of
the community. The Club has plans in 2011 of extending its
participation beyond cricket and into more community centered
activities in order to make a positive impact on the lives of
those in need while rewarding club members with a sense of
accomplishment.
A donation of $25 in support of the Club will include Dinner and
Soft Drinks. There will be a cash bar available at the event also.
Group Discounts are available. To get tickets in advance or to
make a donation please contact any of these individuals:
Vickey - (347) 497-0809, taknauth@yahoo.com, Danesh –
(917) 648-4861, admin@wicricnews.com, Dilly – (347) 3244734
Vickey Khilawan, – President, Dilly Khilawan – Vice President,
Danesh Deonarain – Treasurer and Admin of wicricnews.com
Liberty Cricket Club is associated with libertycricket.com and
wicricnews.com

A TRIBUTE TO DONALD LOCKE
-

By Claudius Agrippa

Auntie Olga’s party off
In hospital with broken hip– celebrated 92nd birthday on December 26th, 2010

View the video of the speech and violin
pieces by Claudius Agrippa by clicking on
video screen or clicking here…. For Blog.
Claudius Agrippa at age 11, speaks about the
passing of world renowned Guyanese Master
Artisan, Donald Locke. He then plays two violin pieces to express his feelings and admiration for the legend.
We can expect great things in the future from this wonderful
young Guyanese.. Claudius was one of the GCA Caribbean
Summer Camp students. Claudius we‘re proud of you.

Guyana Cultural Association of New York Inc.
Read about the life and work of Donald Locke at these links:
http://donaldlocke.com/ (see his work here)
http://donaldlocke.com/chronology.html
http://donaldlocke.com/bibliography.cfm
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/-donald-locke-passes/

(Barbados Nation) It will be a bleak
Christmas for more than 100 children
who will not have an Auntie Olga
Christmas party this year.
The annual party hosted for scores of
children and families for many years
has been called off due to the illness
and hospitalisation of Dame Olga
Lopes-Seale.
She is now a patient in Ward 3 of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital (QEH), recuperating after successfully undergoing surgery
on a broken hip sustained during a fall at her home three
weeks ago.
One of the people who has assisted the dame in her charity
work and with organisation of the children‘s Christmas party
told the Sunday Sun the accident had forced Dame Olga to
cancel the party and suggested the future of her charity work
was uncertain. Nonetheless, 52 families will still receive the
gift voucher and ham customarily given by Auntie Olga.
…...more .... read article here
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Music's newest centenarian

Rihanna creates music history
first female to notch four #1‘s in a year

Edmundo Ros, the Trinidad-born
one-time world-famous band leader,
turned 100 on Tuesday 7 December,
2010.
Ros' exhilarating Latin music gained him
fame after he moved to Britain.
He kept the UK bopping during the grim
years of war and the dark days of austerity which followed it, "set dance halls
and night clubs alight", according to one
fan, with the infectious stomp and beat
of his renowned rumba band.

Edmundo Ros

Ros reputedly taught the Queen, when she was Princess
Elizabeth, how to dance. "I suppose you could say I was the
first to teach the then Princess Elizabeth and her sister Princess Margaret how to dance," he once said. He remained
popular with the Queen, who was known to insist that his
band was hired for special royal occasions.
Ros was born in Port of Spain, Trinidad, on December 7,
1910. His mother was a black Venezuelan and his father was
of Scottish origin. After spending his teenage years in Venezuela, he came to Britain in 1937 and formed his own band.
In 1951 Ros bought the Coconut Grove, another West End
club, and eventually named it the "Edmundo Ros Dinner and
Supper Club".. It closed in 1965.

Rihanna's The Only Girl in the World.

His number The Wedding Samba, 1949, sold three million
copies, and his album Rhythms of The South (1958) sold one
million copies. Altogether he made over 800 recordings. At
the age of 64, in 1975, he retired to Javea, Alicante, in Spain.

Having set the record for the most No. 1s in the 18-year history of Billboard's Pop Songs radio airplay chart, Rihanna
continues her winning week, lifting 2-1 on the Billboard Hot
100 with "Only Girl (In the World)" and debuting on R&B/HipHop Albums at No. 1 with her fifth studio album, Loud.

(BBC Caribbean.com)

KEN‘S CHOICE #50 - ―Flambeau‖
By Ken Corsbie
―Flambeau‖ is an extract from
Earl Warner's Man Talk in
which one of the region's best
actors - Clairmonte Taitt, gives
an evocative performance as
Nathan.
Brewster's directorial approach
opens the door to the question of whether Nathan is indeed a
West Indian man of a rather different sort. Flambeau is a psychological drama shot up-close and personal, and telling intimately of a set of circumstances situated within the frustrations and regrets of old age and the loss of "something fundamental". http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BKSlScP-t9I - VIDEO
Errol Brewster was once the one-man film crew doing the
work of three, for the Caribbean Bank. He traversed the region
with heavy camera (it was the ‗80s), tripod, lights, audio equipment. That work could have maimed him, but instead, it honed
his skills and techniques of precise small-budget film making.
http://www.youtube.com/user/vidoer9 - VIDEO
Read Ken‘s Choice # 50 - download here < click

"Only Girl (In the World)" follows What's My Name? the
Drake-assisted second single from "Loud," to the Hot 100
summit.
Having banked two No. 1s previously in 2010, Rihanna becomes the first female artist in the Hot 100's 52-year archives
to notch four No. 1s in a calendar year. (from Billboard.com)

VIDEOS - RIHANNA
Rihanna - Love the way you lie part II ,
What's My Name and Only Girl
(Live in American Music Awards 2010)
(Click title or screen to play Video)
Emin3m feat. Rihanna ,,Love The way you
lie,, and ,,Not Afraid,, live on the MTV
video music Awards
(Click title or screen to play Video)
Rihanna Interview For MTV
May 2010 interview
(Click title or screen to play Video)
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Jamaican Beef Patties

Mahadeo Shivraj –

by Cynthia Nelson

The actor most Guyanese don‘t know
By Orin Davidson: Guyana Review—Stabroek News

In the world of local Guyanese
theatre Mahadeo Shivraj is perhaps one of the least known of
the outstanding pool of local
creative talent. For patrons who
saw the recent screening of the
hit movie ―Till I find a place,‖ at
A relaxed Mahadeo Shivraj
the National Cultural Center, the
man who captivated audiences in
the lead role has been quietly honing his skills in New York
for close to 20 years.

Hi Everyone! The first time I ate a Jamaican Beef Patty was
not in Jamaica it was in Guyana. But it was made by Jamaicans and it was love at first bite!
More than a decade ago, Herdmanston Lodge was owned by
a Jamaican couple and was called The Queenstown Inn.
Each Friday they made delicious Jamaican Beef Patties that
you had to pre-order at the beginning of the week. And then
on Friday afternoons between 3.30 and 4, the very warm,
flaky, meat sauced patties would arrive. Everyone stopped
working to devour the patties. Man, they were so good!
The Jamaican Beef Patty is
very different from the Guyanese Beef Patty but both are
equally outstanding and I love
them both for different things.

His acting apart, Shivraj also directed and produced ―Till I Find
A Place ―, which became such a hit that he was forced to accede to demands for an additional five-day encore run.
―Till I Find A Place‖ is only a sample of the creative prowess
in a career in the arts that started at the Theatre Guild in
Georgetown. Today, his accomplishments include more than
80 plays. Add to that the fact that he has become one of the
most sought-after performers in New York‘s West Indian community,
His contemporaries during the 1970‘s include Richard Naraine, Godfrey Naughton and Jasper Adams with whom he
worked in numerous productions including the long-running
and popular ― Link Show.‖ For Shivraj the urge for theatre
came as a child of four. ―If you believe in reincarnation, I am
quite certain I was an actor in a previous life,‖ he says.
He landed a lead role in his very first play, ―Viswas‖ in 1987.
It was staged at the National Cultural Centre. After that, stage
offers came thick and fast. He became a ‗regular‘ in Guyana‘s
famed Theatre Company and toured extensively in North
America and the Caribbean before migrating to New York 17
years ago. …….
More --- click this link for the complete article.

THE ARTS FORUM
Two poems from Cicely Rodway‘s
―Facing the Wind‖ < click

Cicely A. Rodway

ROOTS-FOR WOMEN OF THE AFRICAN
DIASPORA
OYA GODDESS OF THE WIND

Jamaican Beef Patties
Picture by Cynthia Nelson

The Jamaican Beef Patty is
made with a flaky pastry not a
short crust pastry, which is
what the Guyanese Beef Patty
is made with. As you bite into a
freshly made Jamaican patty,
the flakes rain onto your lap
and if you‘re not careful onto
the floor too. I don‘t mind the
clean up though as the flakes
are the signature feature of an
excellent flaky pastry.

The meat filling for the Jamaican Beef Patty is more highly
seasoned and has a sauced texture whereas the Guyanese
Beef Patty is not as highly seasoned though flavourful. Jamaican Patties have a rich golden colour, which comes from
the addition of turmeric or curry powder mixed into the dough.
The patties are large; often, eating one Jamaican patty is a
meal by itself. They are eaten as is or sandwiched between
the famous Coco bread (think tennis roll), and washed down
with a cold beer, hot beverage or an iced cold fruit drink. Jamaican patties are shaped like turnovers. Guyanese patties
are round and some even cup shaped depending on the pan
used to bake them. Can you tell? I clearly like beef patties –
Jamaican or Guyanese! More - Read complete article
E-Mail :: Cynthia@tasteslikehome.org
Website: www.tasteslikehome.org

HANSIB PUBLICATIONS LTD
Celebrating 40 years in publishing, 1970 - 2010

THE ARTS JOURNAL

Hansib Book Catalogue –2010

Volume 5 Numbers 1&2- March 2010 <click here for link to contents
The Editor of The Arts Forum’s Page, Ameena Gafoor, can be reached by
E-mail: theartsjournal@live.co.uk or by phone: 592 227 6825.
THE ARTS JOURNAL is available at all leading bookstores in Georgetown or
from Bernadette Persaud, E-mail: bernadettepersaud5@hotmail.com or by
phone: 592 220 3337. Website:www.theartsjournal.org.gy

Download : Catalogue of Books, bookstores & order online.

PO Box 226, Hertford, Hertfordshire SG14 3WY. U.K.
Ph:+44 (0) 208 523 0888. Fax: 0208 523 1155
E-Mail: info@hansib-books.com

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide

Website: www.hansib-books.com

Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com

15 ARTS and CULTURE
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Joseph S. Persaud
ACROSS THREE CONTINENTS: An Indo-Guyanese Family Experience. Palm Tree Enterprises- 2002. Memoir
ISBN: 0-9723647-0-6-Paperbound - U.S-$16.95
Sadhoo, the paternal grandfather of author Joseph S. Persaud, sets sail from Calcutta, India for British Guiana, South
America, where had been promised agricultural work, high
wages, free housing and free medical benefits by the
crooked arkatis, who were hired by rich sugar cane producers
in British Guiana, to seduce him and others like him. But
when he got there he discovered that he had signed up to
become a bound coolie, an indentured servant, at a sugar
plantation….. more
FLORENCE and ADAM: A Love Affair- Palm Tree Enterprises, 2006. Romance Novel. ISBN: 0-9723647-1-4- Paperback- U.S $14.95
Set in British Guiana in the 1920‘s and 30‘s, Florence and
Adam meet at a beach when they were in their pre-teens.
They immediately became enamored with each other. As
they matured, the bond between them is challenged by factors beyond their control. Their love for each other is tested
as Adam, disgustingly narcissistic, chases after other women.
Their travails are compounded when Adam meets a beautiful
British co-ed and has an affair with her.
Amidst beautiful settings and intimate romantic scenes, the
novel explores the ideals of love and commitment in a culture
very different from those of first-world cultures. The unique
cultural perspective of this story adds an exciting flair to the
novel. The romantic scenes and unexpected twists that propel the story take the reader to another level. The novel is
reminiscent of what young love can be, and the difficulties
involved in maintaining an ideal relationship.

January 2011

EDGAR MITTELHOLZER:
Race, Colour and Class
By Ameena Gafoor
EDGAR MITTELHOLZER was born in a house
owned by the Lutheran Church, on Main
Street, New Amsterdam, on the sixteenth of
December,1909.
Aldous Huxley, in his introduction to the 1934
edition of Alfred Mendes‘s Pitch Lake offers a
useful description of the composition of the Trinidad society
at early twentieth century.
The panorama of the British Guianese society was not dissimilar when Edgar Mittelholzer composed Corentyne Thunder (first published by Eyre and Spottiswoode in 1941):
The population of the island is an extravagantly improbably
hotch-potch of Negro, Hindu, Chinese and European. There
are constant opportunities for the clash of conflicting traditions and ways of life, for endless permutations and combinations of race hatreds and contempts, of envies and sycophancies, of bullyings and inferiority complexes and pathetically
swaggering over-compensations.
Even in an unmixed, European population, snobbery ranks
among the strongest of the passions and the most powerful
of motives. Imagine then, its power in a black, white, yellow
and tan town like Port-of-Spain.
In his autobiography, A Swarthy Boy, Mittelholzer writes: ―For
my father, it was an occasion of momentous disappointment,
I turned out to be a swarthy baby!‖ His grandfather, John
Robert, a Lutheran pastor, was ―definitely a man of colour. He
had an olive complexion, and features that revealed his admixture; also, his hair, while not frizzy like a negro‘s, was far
too curly and dark to be entirely European‖.

BEGUILED AGAIN--Palm Tree Enterprises- 2009Paperback. ISBN: 0-9723647-2-2 –Romance Novel -U.S
$14.95

Most of the other relatives were ―ghostly white‖. Mittelholzer‘s
entire life and writings would be dominated by the angst he
felt at his less than pure European blood.

Adam returns home to British Guiana with an MBBS degree
from King James College of Medicine tucked in his briefcase.
He is determined to keep a promise he made to himself during his second year of medical school when, upon witnessing
the dedication of the doctors under whom he worked, he
vowed to become the best doctor he could be when he
graduated. He accepts a position in a public hospital and
spends all his waking time in pursuit of his goal. … more

Mittelholzer explains the prevailing prejudice: Relations with
our immediate neighbours were cordial but, somehow, perpetually precarious.

Read full article here < click
ABOUT the AUTHOR
Joseph S. Persaud, Chairman emeritus, Palm Tree Packaging, Inc., Apopka, Florida, retired from business in 1997.
Since retiring, at age 75, Mr. Persaud has written three novels, all of them with settings in British Guiana, his place of
birth. Persaud lives with his wife of over sixty years in Huntley, Illinois and is currently working on a fourth book, tentatively titled, "The Banguras of Gullah.".
Contact E-mail: Joseph S Persaud - jspersd@juno.com

The East Indian family to the west of us had been accepted
into middle-class circles, for Mr. Edward Luckhoo was a solicitor – a legal man who, professionally, was on the same
footing as that of Mr. Tyrer Egg on our east. But those were
the days when only a very few East Indians had ―emerged‖
from the plantation swarm of coolies – a people looked down
upon socially by the whites and middle-class admixtures.
So even though we were friendly with the Luckhoos – and
this continued until I was about fifteen or sixteen – there persisted among my aunts and my mother a continual whispering snobbism . . . My sister and I were made to feel that we
could go over and play with the children, but that it must not
be overdone. . . ―After all, they‘re not really our sort,‖ my
mother might murmur. Or my aunt: ―Those are people you
can‘t trust. They‘re so secretive and cunning. Coolies! H‘m!‖
With the Eggs relations were freer and more relaxed . . …. .
(A Swarthy Boy, 33)
more - read full article <click
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Historic sites of Georgetown
Georgetown is a beautiful wooden city
with many historic sites. It was established by the French in 1782. The
French called it Longchamps of La Nouvelle Ville. In 1784 when it was returned
to the Dutch, it was renamed Stabroek
after Nicolaas Geelvinck, Lord of Castricum, Backum and Stabroek, PresiSt. George’s Anglican Cathedral
dent of the Dutch West India Company.
Eventually the city extended and covered the estates of Vlissengen, La Bourgade and Eve Leary to the North, and Werk-en-Rust
and Le Repentir to the South.
When it became a British possession it was renamed Georgetown after King George III of England on April 29, 1812. Georgetown became a city in 1842.
Some of the sites in Georgetown have great civic significance,
for example, the City Hall, State House, Parliament Buildings and
the High Court. The City Hall is a beautiful Gothic building, which
is located at the junction of Regent Street and Avenue of the
Republic in the heart of the commercial area of Georgetown. Its
foundation stone was laid on December 23, 1887 by Governor
Sir Henry Turner Irving. The architect was Rev. Ignatius Scoles.
It was constructed from local timber and has slate roofs, cast iron
columns and decorative elements. Hernandez noted that the
main features of the building are its high, square tower which
houses a mahogany staircase leading to the first and second
floors. The tower has cone-shaped pinnacles at its four upper
corners and has a flat-topped spire. Another special feature is its
hammerbeam roof with a ceiling, which has three Gothic arches.
The building is painted in blue. The City Hall was officially
opened on July 1, 1889 by Governor Gormanston on land that
was donated to the Town Council by a prominent citizen, Mr.
G.A. Forshaw.
To the south of the City Hall lies the High Court which is also
located in the Avenue of the Republic. Originally known as the
Victoria Law Courts, it was opened on May 21, 1887, the birthday of Queen Victoria. The Queen also celebrated her Jubilee
year in 1887. Consequently, a statue of the Queen was placed
on the lawns of the High Court. It is claimed that Baron Hora
Siccama was the architect of the building. However, Webber
claims that Caesar Castellani was the architect of the building.
The upper floor of the Victorian Law Courts is reminiscent of the
timber-framed buildings in England in the sixteenth century. The
ground floor is an example of the classical style of early Rome
and Greece. Yet the Victorian architecture is reflected in its cast
iron columns, steep helm roofs and dormers. Another feature is
its covered verandahs. The building was constructed in an Lshape. It is painted in yellow and has a red roof.
One corner away from the High Court is the Parliament Building
which is located at the junction of Brickdam Road and the Avenue of the Republic. It was constructed between 1829 and 1834
and its architect was Mr. Joseph Hadfield. Ignatius Scoles described it as being strictly classic.
Built of "bricks well stuccoed over", this edifice is a model of
nineteenth-century Renaissance architecture. Caesar Castellani
designed its coffered ceiling in the Parliament Chamber. It has a
grand central staircase, several balconies and glass-paned timber casement windows.
To the northeast of the City Hall lies St George's Anglican
Church which is located on Company Path. The Company Path

- By Arlene Munro

was a strip of common land separating two plantations. Once
known as the tallest timber church in the world, it stands 43.6
metres tall. The cathedral was built between 1877 and 1892. Its
foundation stone was laid on November 21, 1889 and it was consecrated on St. Bartholomew's Day, August 24, 1892. Its architect was Mr. Arthur Bloomfield. The church was opened on
March 26, 1893.
The Cathedral is in the shape of a cruciform. It was constructed
from greenheart and English oak. Its architectural features include pointed arches, flying buttresses, vaulted ceilings, traceried
windows and clerestory. Iron columns in Gothic style sustain the
nave and roofs.
Another famous edifice in Georgetown is the Cathedral of Immaculate Conception. It is located on Brickdam Road which received its name from the small bricks which paved the causeway
lining the oldest street in Stabroek. The architect of the Cathedral
was Leonard Stokes. It was constructed from 1921 to 1931. This
Roman Catholic Cathedral was built in Romanesque Architecture
style. One of its features is a round arch, both external and internal. Another remarkable feature is its lofty nave in the centre of
the roof of the Cathedral. On top of the western façade of the
Cathedral is a metal shrine to the Virgin Mary. The building was
dedicated by Rev. Richard Lester Guilly in 1960.
The Queenstown Jamaat holds significance for many Muslims in
the city as the oldest place of worship for Muslims. It is located
on Church Street, Queenstown, Georgetown. Originally it was a
wooden structure which was built in 1896-1897 by Muslims from
India and Afghanistan. The present mosque is constructed from
concrete. It is unusual because it has no towers but three domes
instead of one. One dome is larger than the other two. Another
unusual feature is the roof which covers the entire area where
the congregation sits and kneels. Most mosques in Guyana and
elsewhere have a walled open-air space.
Another important building in the history of Georgetown is Castellani House which is located at the junction of Vlissengen Road
and Homestretch Avenue. It received its name from Caesar Castellani, the architect who designed it. At present, the National Art
Collection is kept in this building. It was originally erected as a
residence for George S. Jenman, Government Botanist and Superinten-dent of the Botanic Gardens. The second occupant of
the house was Sir John Birchmore Harrison, who served as the
Director of Science and Agriculture. Succes-sive Directors of
Agri- culture lived there until the departure of Gavin Kennard.
The last resident of the house was Executive President Linden
Forbes Sampson Burnham who died in 1985. The building was
constructed between 1879 and 1882 from local greenheart and
imported pine.
The original building had a ground floor and first floor with high
gable roofs and gable dormer windows. By 1942 a third storey
had been constructed, the roof was raised and the open porch
was enclosed. In 1965 more alterations were made to produce
the building that appears today. The building is painted in cream
and green. The house was built on land that belonged to the
former plantation Vlissengen which was owned by Joseph
Bourda, a Member of the Court of Policy. Vlissengen received its
name from the plantation. Homestretch Avenue was so named
because it was the homestretch for horses which were taken to
race at D'Urban Park which was once located adjacent to Castellani House. (Source: Stabroek News- Feb 2, 2006– History this Week)
Read full article at this link: Historic sites of Georgetown
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