
The year 2011 will be an-
other very important one for 
our community. It will be 
170 years since Friendship 
was purchased and amalga-
mated with Buxton to form 
the largest village commu-
nity in the country. Also, the 
United Nations has declared 
it as the International Year 
for People of African De-
scent. These observances, 
together with the 173rd Anni-
versary of the Emancipation 
of our ancestors from slav-
ery, will be the main fea-
tures of the first Buxton-
Friendship Heritage Week to 
be held next year. 
Like the towns of Linden 
and New Amsterdam which, 
for the past few years, have 
had dedicated annual �Town 
Weeks�, Buxton-Friendship 
will make its mark with the 
implementation of a special 
week of activities, every 
year, to honour its ancestors, 
to sustain its pride, to foster 
social progress, and to pro-
mote economic development 
in the village.  
It will also be an occasion 

for members of the Dias-
pora to reunite, to remi-
nisce, to rejoice, and to 
rededicate themselves to 
the development of the 
village. 
The development of the 
programme of activities 
has been entrusted to the 
Buxton-Friendship Resto-
ration Committee, which is 
headed by Mrs. Barbara 
Thomas-Holder and com-
prises most of the mem-
bers of the ad hoc 170th 
Anniversary group. The 
festivities will include Af-
rican Libation, Drumming 
& Folklore; Music; Dance; 
Drama; Poetry; Sports & 
Games; Cultural Wear 
Pageant & Talent Show. 
Conferences aimed at fur-
thering the development of 
Education, Agriculture and 
Healthcare; Social and 
Economic  Growth; Pres-
ervation of our History & 
Culture; Continuing Pride 
in Our Heritage; Women�s 
Empowerment; Youth Ini-
tiatives; and Elderly Out-
reach, are also expected to 
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Special Commemoration of 

∗ 170th Anniversary of the 
Acquisition of Friend-
ship 

∗ 173rd Anniversary of the 
Emancipation of our An-
cestors from Slavery 

∗ UN International Year for 
People of African De-
scent 

Cherishing our Heritage; Appreciating Our Legacy! 

make up the business 
agenda. 
The overall mission of the 
event is to sustain our cul-
tural heritage while working 
to enhance the lives and live-
lihood of the residents of 
Buxton-Friendship and its 
environs.   



Tamika Boatswain stands 
out as a beacon of special 
pride for the young peo-
ple of Buxton-Friendship. 
As the youngest member, 
by perhaps decades, in a 
panel discussion of the 
challenges and opportuni-
ties of the legacies of our 
forefathers, during the 
170th Anniversary cele-
bration, she performed 
excellently, displaying 
knowledge and confi-
dence beyond her years. 
She is a 1999 graduate of 
the University of Guyana, 
where she majored in His-
tory. She holds special 
interest in the field of ar-
chaeology and the conser-
vation of monuments and 
cultural heritage. In light 
of this, she was asked to 
recommend ways the  
remaining landmarks in 
the village, such as Tippe-

rary Hall, the Community 
Centre and Buxton Mar-
ket could be preserved. 
She offered:  

�A good way to pre-
serve the tangible heri-
tage (landmarks) of the 
village of Buxton is to 
commission scale mod-
els of these architec-
tural gems which litter 
its landscape and have 
them mounted in an 
appropriate allocated 
space, with their docu-
mented history on dis-
play so that the people 
of Buxton could see 
and read about their 
heritage. In addition, 
p a i n t i n g s  a n d / or 
sketches of these old 
buildings can add to the 
display along with pic-
tures of important 
events and information 
of historical interest to 
Buxtonians. Moreover, 
pictures of great Buxto-
nians can also be 
mounted there so that 
young people like me 
can see and read of 
those people we hear so 
much of, persons like 
Prophet Wills, Wini-
fred Gaskin, and even 
Thomas Buxton, after 
whom the village was 
named.� 

Tamika is the eldest of 
three children, born to 
Bernadette and Earl Boat-
swain. Her maternal heri-
tage is linked to the large 
Watson clan of the street 
that bears the family�s 
name at Friendship Front. 
She considers the first 

settlers of Buxton role 
models, �especially be-
cause of the strength and 
courage they showed in 
overcoming challenges 
presented to them�. 
Elaborating, she says: 

�Throughout the his-
tory of Buxton, one 
cannot help but recog-
nize the courage, resil-
ience, independence 
and innovative creativ-
ity which the early vil-
lagers displayed. From 
demanding the atten-
tion of a powerful and 
elusive governor, in-
sisting on tax reform, to 
instituting and main-
taining a successful 
system of saving out-
side of the Banking 
system and using that 
money to develop a 
strong agricultural 
economy, just shows a 
people determined to 
succeed. In addition, 
the heights reached in 
the areas of education 
has been surpassed by 
no other village, how 
could any descendant 
not be proud of that? It 
is with this in mind that 
I proudly say �I am 
Buxtonian�.� 

Tamika attended St. Mar-
garet�s Primary School 
and St. Joseph High 
School, both in George-
town. She furthered her 
education at the Univer-
sity of Guyana, graduat-
ing in 1999 with a Bache-
lor�s of Arts Degree in 
History.  

(Continued on page 3) 

Preserve Our Heritage 
Page 2 The  Buxton-Friendship Express 

�Throughout the history of 
Buxton, one cannot help 
but recognize the courage, 
resilience, independence 
and innovative creativity 
which the early villagers 
displayed. From demand-
ing the attention of a pow-
erful and elusive governor, 
insisting on tax reform, to 
instituting and maintaining 
a successful system of sav-
ing outside of the Banking 
system and using that 
money to develop a strong 
agricultural economy, just 
shows a people determined 
to succeed. In addition, the 
heights reached in the ar-
eas of education has been 
surpassed by no other vil-
lage, how could any de-
scendant not be proud of 
that? It is with this in mind 
that I proudly say �I am 
Buxtonian�.� 

Tamika Monifa Boatswain 



She also holds a post-grad 
Diploma in International 
Studies from UG (2000); 
Certificate of Training in 
Archaeological Field 
Studies from Idaho�s 
Boise State University 
(2001); Masters in Monu-
ment & Cultural Heritage 
Conservation (2003); Ad-
vanced II Certificate in 
Spanish Studies (2008); 
and is working on another 
Master�s, in Teaching and 
Learning, at a university 
in Nassau, Bahamas, 
where she now resides. 
After successfully obtain-
ing a Master�s degree in 
Monument & Cultural 
Heritage Conservation, 
Tamika joined the staff at 
the Guyana National Mu-
seum as an Administrator. 
Before then, she followed 
the footsteps of her par-
ents into the Teaching 
profession. Her first job 
was at Annandale Secon-
dary School, where she 
taught History, Caribbean 

(Continued from page 2) Studies and Spanish for 
three years. She said that 
she was forced to leave 
the community during the 
crime wave, so she took 
refuge in the Bahamas. 
There, she works as a 
teacher, specializing in 
Spanish and Social Stud-
ies. But her love and con-
cern for Buxton have not 
taken flight. She would 
like to see the creation of 
more growth opportuni-
ties for young people, 
thus she suggests:  

�It would be ideal to 
focus on small business 
development initiatives 
among the youth of the 
village, as it is said that 
the people who control 
the finances control the 
economy. These initia-
tives should focus on 
providing high demand 
goods and services that 
will benefit the national 
economy. A good ex-
ample is chicken farm-
ing. Chicken prices 
have been extremely 

high in the recent past 
because there is a 
shortage on the market. 
That is the perfect op-
portunity for going into 
business.  
In the areas of educa-
tion I think it will be 
beneficial if the youth 
can benefit from the 
skills necessary for the 
development of manu-
facturing industries� 
from small industries 
like the production of 
ham to furniture etc for 
export. The driving 
force must obviously 
be uniqueness, creativ-
ity, efficiency, and 
practicality. Whatever 
the choice, youths who 
participate in the pro-
gram must walk away 
with a key skill.� 

Tamika�s hobbies include 
reading great novels and 
cooking. She is also a 
board member of the 
Commonwealth Associa-
tion of Museums. 

***** 

her siblings. She attended 
Oak Knoll School, from 
where she graduated cum 
laude. She moved on to 
the University of Pennsyl-
vania and concentrated in 
Comparative Political 
Science and Spanish. 
After spending a few 
years working as a parale-
gal in New York City, she 
joined the UCLA Law 
community to pursue a 
specialization in Critical 

Congratulations to Ms. 
Ayanna London for suc-
cessfully passing the NY 
State Bar Exam, held this 
past July. Your diligent 
pursuit of academic ex-
cellence and hard work 
are greatly admired. 
At the age of eight, 
Ayanna migrated from 
Guyana to New Jersey in 
the United States, with 
her parents, Remington 
and Berneta London, and 

Race Studies. On May 7, 
2010, Ayanna  graduated 
from the UCLA School of 
Law with a juris doctor 
(JD) degree. 
In addition to New York 
State, she is also eligible 
to practise law in Wash-
ington, DC 
Ayanna, we wish you 
continued success in your 
professional journey as an 
attorney-at-law. 

Focus on Small Business 

Success at new York bar 
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The Buxton-Friendship 
Express Editorial Com-
mittee invites villagers, 
friends and other read-
ers to submit articles / 
commentaries for publi-
cation.  
We, however, reserve 
the right to edit or reject 
any submissions we 
find necessary. 
 

************ 
Buxton-Friendship Ex-
press is published 
monthly in Brooklyn, 
NY, USA. 
Some articles represent 
the opinions of the au-
thors, and do not neces-
sarily represent or re-
flect the views of the 
Editorial Committee or 
the publishers. 
 

Ayanna London 



Ms. Thompson has a 
Bachelor�s Degree with 
Credit in Business Man-
agement from the Univer-
sity of Guyana, a Diploma 
in Computerised Account-
ing and is a member of the 
Association of Certified 
Chartered Accountants 
(ACCA). She is currently 
pursuing a Masters in 
Business Administration. 
 

Georgetown, GINA  
15 November, 2010 

 
The justice sector wel-
comed yet another boost 
to its human resource ca-
pacity. Attorney-at-Law, 
Fabayo Azore took the 
oath of office as Tempo-
rary Magistrate in the 
presence of Prime Minis-
ter Samuel Hinds, Chief 
Justice Ian Chang, Direc-
tor of Public Prosecutions 
(DPP), Bibi Shalimar Ali-
Hack and Azore�s family 
members at the Prime 
Minister�s office, Wight�s 
Lane, Kingston.  
The Prime Minister ex-
tended Government�s ap-
preciation to Azore for 
accepting the appointment 
as Temporary Magistrate, 
which is actually a proba-
tionary period, after 

which she will be appointed 
a Magistrate. He urged her 
to commit herself to her 
task without fear or favour, 
a position which he added 
can sometimes be very 
challenging.  
Justice Chang in his con-
gratulatory remarks encour-
aged Azore to stay focused 
on the evidence presented 
to her, the laws of proce-
dures and the substantive 
laws. He added that the 
discretion of a magistrate 
resides essentially in pen-
alty. 
Azore, who graduated from 
the Hugh Wooding Law 
School in 2007, has served 
the Chambers of  the DPP 
as a prosecutor, during 
which she was attached to 
courts in Essequibo, Dem-
erara and Berbice, as well 
as the Full Court.  

Moving up the Success Ladder 
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For two days, (Oct. 30 & Oct. 31), Robin Phillips and members of his Buxton Youth Developers organisation, lo-
cated inside the abandoned Buxton-Friendship Market, cleaned the Company Canal between the Railway Embank-
ment Road and �Gate� [Pond Dam]. This Canal had not been cleaned in recent years. 
Visible in the left frame is the recently paved Company Dam, which was previously a mud dam. 

Report and photos filed by Fitzroy Younge (Rollo). 

Company Canal treated to clean-up 

Fabayo Azore 

Stabroek News  
18 November, 2010 

 
Republic Bank (Guyana) 
Limited [originally Royal 
Bank of Canada] an-
nounced the appointment 
of Ms. Vanessa Thompson 
as Manager, Finance and 
Planning. Ms. Thompson�s 
appointment took effect 
from November 10, 2010 
following a Banking career 
of just over thirteen years 
during which she secured 
extensive knowledge of 
the Bank�s core opera-
tions. 
A statement from Republic 
Bank said prior to this new 
assignment, Ms. Thomp-
son was the Manager�s 
Assistant, Finance and 
Planning, a position she 
held since July 2008. 



Information Technology Training 

Marva Barnes, residing at Vigi-
lance, and Kimelle Wright (525), 
daughter of Karen and Odinga 
Wright of Buxton. 
Nehemiah is one of the students 
who attend an after-school Com-
puter training programme at 
Friendship Primary (Roman) 
School. At right, are some other 
students who are also benefiting 
from the volunteer training pro-
gramme conducted by Fitzroy 
(Rollo) Younge. They are Yetunde 

Hope, who attends President�s 
College; Shikeade Hope, a student 
of Bladen Hall Multilateral 
School; and Alecoa Sullivan, 
Golden Grove Secondary School 
student. Yetunde and Shikeade 
are children of Lloyda Hope and 
the late Dr. Montague Hope. 
The computers are part of the 
batch allotted to the community 
by the government. 

Standing above is �little� Nehe-
miah Thorne, son of Donald 
(Little) Thorne of Noble Street, 
Friendship. Nehemiah is a first-
year student at Bishops� High 
School, having scored 525 points 
at this year�s Secondary Schools 
Entrance Examination. Two other 
students from the community also 
placed within the country�s top 100 
performers and are now attending 
Queen�s College. They are Them-
bie Williams (537), daughter of 
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Left > Right: Ms. Leslie Luke, Headmistress of Friendship Primary (Roman) School; Ms. Selma Grey, Headmistress, 
Golden Grove Nursery School; Yulita Baird, Student, Hope Secondary School; Ms. Vanessa Phillips, Headmistress, 
Friendship Nursery School. The facilitator is Fitzroy Younge (Rollo).  



Just 10 Minutes to Clear 
Barrels 
 

KAIETEUR NEWS 
17 November, 2010 

 
Measures have been put 
in place that will now al-
low the clearing of barrels 
in the Christmas season to 
take as little as 10 min-
utes, with Customs ex-
aminations being discon-
tinued. The measures, 
which take effect from 
December 1, will also see 
the ceiling for clearing 
personal effects being 
increased from US$500 
(G$100,000) to US$1,000 
(G$200,000).  
According to the Guyana 
R evenu e Au t hor i t y 
(GRA) in a release yester-
day, it has instituted a 
number of changes in the 
system of clearing per-
sonal effects, making it 
simpler and more time 
effective to customers. 
�Personal effects include 
barrels, boxes, packages 
and parcels containing 
non-commercial items 
sent by air or sea through 
any recognized shipping 
agency. The clearing of 
these items is guided by a 
six-step procedure as set 
out by the revenue author-
ity.� GRA noted that the 

steps to be followed have 
been further simplified, 
and once followed, the 
entire transaction process 
can be concluded within 
10 minutes.  
�Where previously the 
ceiling for the clearing of 
personal effects was 
US$500, in light of the 
nature of items that are so 
categorized, GRA has 
now raised the ceiling to 
allow for the clearance of 
personal effects valued at 
up to US$1,000, using the 
Declaration Form (C73). 
Hence, personal effects 
with values in excess of 
US$1000 are required to 
be cleared using the Cus-
toms Declaration Form 
(C72).� According to 
GRA, under the new sys-
tem, the examination of 
personal effects will be 
discontinued, except in 
cases where intelligence 
gathered would necessi-
tate that an examination 
be done.  
A flat rate of duty will be 
charged on all personal 
effects. However, the rate 
will depend on the type 
and size of the package to 
be cleared, ranging from 
$6,000 for large barrels to 
$4,000 and $6,000 for 
large boxes to $2,400. 

Under new requirements, 
overseas families will 
have to state, on the mani-
fest, the specific size of 
the package and a brief 
description of the content 
of the consignment. 
�This new system will 
also seek to remove inef-
ficiencies and mitigate 
instances of fraud and 
allegations of corruption. 
Moreover, with the sim-
plified system, once the 
required information has 
been accurately filled out, 
delays will be avoided,� 
GRA assured.  
With the upcoming fes-
tive season, there will be 
an increase in the quantity 
of personal effects enter-
ing the country and as 
such, the implementation 
of these changes is 
timely. �The Guyana 
Revenue Authority will 
continue to make neces-
sary changes in the best 
interest of its stake-
holders. However, the 
Authority is appealing to 
persons conducting busi-
ness at the various 
wharves, to adhere to the 
stipulated system and 
avoid the use of under-
hand tactics in an effort to 
expedite the process.� 
 

Customs Examinations Relaxed 
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�A flat rate of 
duty will be 
charged on all 
personal effects. 
However, the 
rate will depend 
on the type and 
size of the pack-
age to be cleared, 
ranging from 
$6,000 for large 
barrels to $4,000 
and $6,000 for 
large boxes to 

PROVERB OF THE MONTH 
Full belly man tell �ungry belly man: �Keep fate� 

...Met-a-gee by Ovid Abrams 



Construction of the new 
multipurpose centre to 
house the landmark Tip-
perary Hall is slated to 
commence in December, 
as the bidding process 
was closed off earlier this 
month and a contract is 
expected to be inked any-
time soon.  
Bids from seven licensed 
construction firms to erect 
a two-story concrete 
building were publicly 
opened on 9th instant by 
the National Procurement 
& Tender Administration. 
This board is governed by 
provisions laid out in the 
Procurement Act (2003):  

�An act to provide for 
the regulation of the 
procurement of goods, 
services and the execu-
tion of works, to pro-
mote competition among 
suppliers and contrac-
tors, and to promote 
fairness and transpar-
ency in the procurement 

process.� 
Prior to this, representa-
tives of the bidding firms 
were invited to visit the 
Buxton Middle Walk site. 
There they met with the 
Community Development 
Advisor to President Jag-
deo, Mr. Odinga Lu-
mumba, who is also a son 
of the village. Also on 
hand were some members 
of the Tipperary Manage-
ment Committee. 
A few weeks ago, an ar-
tistic impression of the 
proposed building was 
released. This showed a 
two-story concrete build-
ing with facilities for an 
office, classrooms for 
computer training, a li-
brary, a lavatory block, an 
auditorium, changing 
rooms and a bar. 
The new facility is ea-
gerly awaited by villag-
ers, as many feel there are 
no adequate venues in the 
community to accommo-
date weddings, dinner 
parties and certain other 

special functions. They 
are also happily looking 
forward to having a centre 
for literary resource in the 
community. 
 

  FIRM             GY$                       US$   
Eagle Transportation & General Constructions, Inc.  $52,724,255  $263,621   
V.I. Graham & Associates     $52,263,300  $261,317 
William Mason      $50,594,570  $252,973 
Andre Howard Construction Services   $50, 586,666  $252,933 
Pioneer Construction Services Organisation   $49,848,816  $249,244 
Project Design & Constructions    $42,613,895  $213,069 
Jagat Naraine General Construction Service   $36,753,895  $183,769 
 
The Engineer�s estimate for the project is GY52,000,000 (fifty-two million dollars), and it will be under-
taken by the Office of the President, according to a Kaieteur News report. 

Tipperary Nears construction 

Submitted bids 

PROCUREMENT ACT 

�An act to provide for the 

regulation of the procurement 

of goods, services and the 

execution of works, to 

promote competition among 

suppliers and contractors, and 

to promote fairness and 

t r a n s p a r e n c y  i n  t h e 

procurement process.� 
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Mr. Odinga Lumumba (at right), Community Development 
Advisor to President Jagdeo, meeting at the site with repre-
sentatives of construction companies vying for the Tipperary 
Hall contract, with some members of the organisation in at-
tendance. 
 (Kaieteur News photo 10/31/10) 



In a statement released last month, 
the Ministry of Health stated that a 
further GY$1.5 million was recently 
expended by the government for 
renovations to the Buxton Health 
Centre, which is located on Com-
pany Road, a short distance south of 
the Embankment Road. This facility 
was recently overhauled with a 
US$70,000 initiative by JayBee 
Medical International, a not-for-
profit group based in Washington, 
DC and headed by Buxtonian Gene-
vieve Bathersfield. George Abrams, 
CPA, is the group�s Chief Executive 
Officer. A further GY$10 million 
was injected by the government to 
complete construction of the build-
ing earlier this year. 
According to the Kaieteur News 
report of 28 October, 2010, 
�renovations were done on rooms 
for added services, a new septic 
tank was added, a section of the 
roof was repaired, and the interior 
was painted.� 

The report also disclosed that the 
facility was boosted with a full 
complement of staff which com-
prises �a medical doctor, a midwife, 
a registered nurse, a clinic attendant, 
a pharmacy assistant, and a dental 
unit with a designated dental thera-
pist.� A new physician, Dr. David 
Nelson, was also assigned to the 
Centre. 

Residents are very pleased with 
these improvements which are ex-
pected to reduce their need to travel 
outside the community to obtain 
health services. They are also ex-
pecting a reduction in the long wait-
ing time experienced in the past. 

Qb column: thanksgiving 
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November happens to be my 
favorite month. Most of my 
relatives and friends were born 
in this month. More impor-
tantly, it is the month of 
Thanksgiving, the holiday I 
cherish the most. It used to be 
Christmas, but Christmas has 
become too commercialized. 
Added to that, I am always 
�broke� after Christmas. I have 
to buy too many gifts for 
friends and family members. 
However, I must admit that I 
usually receive more gifts than 
I do give out. 
During the Thanksgiving sea-

son I am able to seriously re-
flect on those people and things 
that have contributed to making 
this world a better place thus 
making me a better person.  
Genuine thanks to the Creator 
for his many blessings. Special 
thanks to my wife who tolerates 
my many idiosyncrasies. 
Thanks to my children who are 
beginning to understand why it 
appears that I continually fuss 
with them. It is because I love 
them and would like them to be 
successful individuals and re-
sponsible citizens. Thanks to 
my mom, brothers and sisters 

who continue to believe in me, 
and whose compassion has been 
the current in my life. Thanks to 
my many friends who correct 
me when I am wrong.  
Thank God for the rescue of 
those 31 Chilean miners. My 
greatest thanks goes to the 170 
Buxton Reunion Anniversary 
Committees for being so vigor-
ous  in implementing an idea 
that I still consider the most 
effective intervention ever for 
Buxtonians.   
Happy Thanksgiving! 
 
 

Health Centre Gets Boost 



Jacqueline, Clive, Leroy, 
Lendell, John Kwame, 
Terry and the late Mi-
chael Abrams. She sewed 
their clothes, cooked 
meals for her family, and 
was also an expert cake 
maker. She farmed a 
kitchen garden and pio-
neered the family busi-
ness-grocery & café-at 
their Friendship location.  
Mrs. Abrams was also the 
grandmother of Nicole, 
Simona, Alicia (Rose), 
Kenford, John Jason, 
Norville, Christopher, 
Adana, Shawn, Malika, 
Andreas,  Theodore, 
Leroy Anthony, jr., 
Shonette,  Seamone, 
Sheivon, Teron, Daniel, 
Feyola, Kathlyn, Andrew, 
Christine, Caleb, Joshua 
and Jordan. 
She is survived by seven 
of her children, their 
spouses, children and 
grandchildren; brothers-
Basil Roberts, Lawrence 

Harris and Randolph 
Clarke (Marshall); and 
several other relatives. 
On the evening of Tues-
day, 16 November, 2010, 
a large number of villag-
ers, friends and church 
brethren joined the family 
in honoring the life of 
Una Eudora Abrams with 
glowing tributes and a 
spirited memorial service  
at the Full Gospel Assem-
bly church in Brooklyn, 
New York. She had be-
come a member of this 
church when she took up 
residence in Brooklyn, 
New York many years 
ago. 
Her remains were interred 
at Brooklyn�s Cypress 
Hills Cemetery. 
Sincere condolences to 
the bereaved family. 
May her soul rest in 
peace! 
 

Una Eudora Abrams 
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U N A  E U D O R A 
ABRAMS, nee Isaacs, 83 
years old, died on Satur-
day, 13 November, 2010, 
in Brooklyn, New York, 
USA. The final days of 
her life were spent at New 
York Downstate Hospital, 
where she was sur-
rounded by a host of car-
ing doctors and nurses. 
Una was born on 14 
March, 1927 at Friend-
ship, ECD, Guyana to the 
late Veronica Philadel-
phia (Joe) and Mr. Isaacs 
(Fogarty). 
S h e a t t en d ed  S t . 
Augustine�s Anglican 
School and was also a 
member of its parent 
church. When she mar-
ried her sweetheart, the 
late John Douglas Oliver 
Abrams, she followed 
him and became a Meth-
odist.  
Una and John were the 
loving parents of eight 
children-Alison Wren; 

DAVID HATTON 
Also known as �Nice 
Hatton�, he died on 7 
November, 2010, at St. 
George�s Hospital, Lon-
don, England. 
He was the father of 
Queen Hatton, residing in 
the USA; Anita and 
Tessa of the UK; Robert 
of Canada; and five oth-
ers residing in Guyana. 

Other Recent Departures 
MACK SEAFORTH 

Also known as �Mack 
Fowl Cock�, he died on 4 
November, 2010 in Guy-
ana.  
He was the brother of 
Jean, Celeste, and Joyce 
of Canada; cousin of the 
Seaforths and Gardners. 
Mack was predeceased by 
his parents, and brothers-
Mervyn and Kenneth. 

VICTOR SEAFORTH 
Mr. Seaforth passed away 
on 3 October, 2010. He 
was a resident of Friend-
ship. 
He was the father of 
Carolyn Seaforth, Abdul 
Kadir (formerly Michael 
Seaforth), and others. 
Mr. Seaforth is survived 
by his children, grand-
children, and several 

Extending deepest 

sympathy 

For the bereaved  

in their loss. 

And hoping, too, 

That comfort and 

peace 

May come to them 



Isaac Nathaniel Newton was also 
known as �Bar�, �Tourist� and 
Zack to his friends, and �Popeye� 
to his children and his children�s 
friends. He was born in Friend-
ship Village Coast Demerara, 
Guyana, and was the second son 
of the late Edward (Eddie) New-
ton and Celestine Newton nee 
Jervis.  
He was predeceased by his wife 
Freda Newton, his step daughter 
Desiree Reece and his brothers 
Eugene Newton, baker; Donald 
Newton, GDF lieutenant; and Ed-
mund Newton (Sprackton), farmer 
and entrepreneur.   
He is survived by his only sister 
Clarissa (Elaine) Newton, retired 
head chef from University of To-
ronto.  
He was the father of Arthur 
(Budso) Goodridge, Elaine Myrna 
Newton-Buck (a/k/a Baby C or 
Myrna Primo), Paulette Sampson, 
Paul Newton and Robert Newton. 
He was the grand father of 15 and 
great grand father of 14. He was 
also the uncle, great uncle and 
great, great uncle of many in Guy-
ana, Canada, the United States 
and across the Caribbean.  
Uncle Isaac, invited by his sister 
Clarissa, migrated to Canada in 
the early 1970s. He was soon 
joined by his wife Freda and chil-
dren Paulette, Paul and Robert. In 
Guyana, he was a municipal 
worker; he worked for the 
Georgetown Town Council. He 
also had a baking business. When 
he arrived in Canada he worked 
for 24 years as a baker with Hunts 
Bakery, which later became 
Woman�s Bakery. His children 
recall that he worked hard and 

was a good provider.  
As far as the usual father children 
relationships go, his children de-
scribe him as strict but kind. They 
experienced love and respect from 
him. Paulette recalls when she 
was 9 and contracted typhoid; he 
gave blood for her and stayed by 
her side night and day until she 
was discharged from the hospital.  
Uncle Isaac was not a spanker. If 
they did something wrong, he 
gave them a chance to explain 
themselves and most times he ac-
cepted their explanation if it was 
logical. He never scolded his chil-
dren in front of others. So if they 
did something inappropriate, he 
would pull them aside and discuss 
it. He was fiercely loyal to his 
family and was willing to support 
them unconditionally. So if there 
was a decision to be made, he 
would give his children room to 
think about the pros and cons and 
then make a decision and he 
would be supportive even if he 
did not agree with the decision. 
He gave them a chance to make 
their own mistakes and learn from 
them. He used to say to them, 
�You have to be resolute in your 
decision. But the price you pay 
for that is that you may have to 
walk alone.� When they were 
children, he devised little signals 
with them. For example, if they 
were out, when they saw him put 
on his hat, they knew it was time 
to leave. 
I remember one time when Bar-
bara and I didn�t follow the proper 
protocol when she was getting 
married and we were summoned 
to a family conference in the East 
end of Toronto. All the elders 

who resided in Canada were there 
including Uncle Fitz, Aunty 
Elaine, Cousin Leticia and Uncle 
Isaac. We had to defend our-
selves, and Uncle Isaac stood up 
for us. I always remember him 
fondly for that. 
Folks young and old remember 
Uncle Isaac fondly, and I believe 
there are at least six reasons for 
this: his impeccable sense of style, 
his ability to tell good stories, the 
fact that he was easy to talk to, the 
fact that he loved to dance and his 
generous and kind nature. Uncle 
Isaac was a very dapper dresser. 
He wore well coordinated tailored 
suits with matching shirts, and ties 
that matched the feather in his 
fedora. He loved black leather 
shoes which he wore highly pol-
ished and they shone. Whenever 
Uncle Isaac took a trip to Guyana, 
his hand luggage consisted only 
of his hats. Picture him going 
through customs with a pile of 
hats in one hand. He didn�t want 
them crushed in the baggage. 
When Uncle Isaac was getting to 
the point where he needed a cane, 
he was not yet ready for it. So he 

(Continued on page 11) 
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got umbrellas to match his clothes. 
He would use his umbrellas as if 
they were canes but he said he took 
the umbrella with him in case it 
rained. That was his story and he 
stuck to it. 
Uncle Isaac was an excellent story 
teller. When he told jokes, he had 
everyone rolling on the floor laugh-
ing. The stories I liked most were 
the ones about our family. When he 
told family stories he made sure to 
let us know how we are related to 
various branches of the family. 
When he describes family members 
he illustrates by demonstrating any 
mannerisms they might have. 
If you ask any one of Uncle Isaac�s 
children, grand children, nieces or 
nephews they will tell you that Un-
cle Isaac was easy to talk to. He 
was very open, so young people 
felt comfortable to ask him ques-
tions that other adults may not en-
courage. There was nothing one 
could not ask him if he didn�t have 
an answer he would let you know. 
Uncle Isaac loved to dance. He 
used to regale us with stories about 
dances he and his friends attended 
in rival villages and about dances 

(Continued from page 10) they attended in Buxton. He al-
ways dazzled us with his fancy 
footwork and hand motions on the 
dance floor. When Uncle Isaac�s 
feet began to betray him, he found 
ways around it. For example he 
would dance until his knee gave 
out and right then, suspended in a 
half kneel, he would strike a pose 
as if it was part of his dance rou-
tine. Then when he recovered he 
would finish the dance and take a 
seat. Uncle Isaac always planned 
ahead to get that seat when he 
needed it. He would tell one of his 
sons to stay in that seat until he 
came back for it because he knew 
he would really need it later.  
Uncle Isaac was very generous. He 
made sure he gave many of us 
family recipes. I have his Black 
Cake recipe, he taught Paulette 
how to make Turnover and he 
taught Hazel how to make a num-
ber of baked goods. When I had 
my house warming, I asked Uncle 
Isaac to make the desserts for me. 
Uncle Isaac gave me a list of in-
gredients to buy and he came over 
to my house early morning and 
baked a variety of goods enough 
for a �bagwat�. Then he said to 
me, don�t tell your friends that I 
baked for you because they would 
want me to bake for them. But I 
knew he would bake for them if 
they asked because when Bar-
bara�s friend, Dolly, was getting 
married, and she couldn�t find 
someone to make her wedding 
cake, Uncle Isaac baked it just be-
cause Dolly was Barbara�s friend. 
By far the most kind and generous 
story I ever heard about Uncle 
Isaac is the one where he rescued a 
friend from a very oppressive 
working situation. Uncle Isaac and 
some friends heard about a Guy-

anese woman who was hired as a 
domestic worker north of To-
ronto. The employers worked her 
seven days a week and she was 
not allowed to use their telephone. 
So one day when they were out 
Uncle Isaac and friends went to 
the house and brought the woman 
to Toronto�.a modern day Un-
derground Railroad story. Amaz-
ing! 
Whether we called him Husband, 
Brother, Father, Uncle or Friend, 
we will surely miss my Uncle 
Isaac, but the tales about him 
would live in our hearts. Uncle 
Isaac has gone to join our ances-
tors. May his soul rest in peace! 
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