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VICTORIANS CONFERRING ON DEVELOPMENT OPTIONS FOR DECLINING VILLAGE 

A two-day Conference under the theme, “Imagining, Involving, & Investing in our Future” has 

been planned by Villagers and Victorians in the Diaspora as a way or focusing upon the 

worsening economic plight and development prospects of residents of the country’s First 

Village. The Conference is also intended as a means of galvanizing residents to creative action in 

order to compensate for the deepening spread of hopelessness among the young and to arrest 

further decline in the social and economic fabric of the once prosperous and leading rural 

community. 

The Conference to be hosted by the Victoria Reconstruction Trust, an informal association 

established to stimulate entrepreneurial activities and foster renewal, and members of the 

Victoria Diaspora, groupings of Victorians and friends not resident in the Village, will open on 

Thursday, the 5th of August 2010. 

The Conference Secretariat lists among the critical need for candid and constructive 

discussions, the urgency of arresting the encroaching decline in various sectors of the Village – 

social, educational, economic, agricultural, academic, infra-structural, moral, spiritual – and to 

assist, challenge, and encourage Villagers to contemplate a Different Future individually and 

collectively and help to equip them to take appropriate actions to realizing this Future. 

 

Noting that there have been bold entrepreneurial activities in spite of the economic decline of 

the Village, the Conference aims to discover, document, and analyze with the view of 

strengthening the existing economic, financial and human resource development programs that 

currently exist in the village in order to facilitate their improvement, expansion, and 

transformation.  

 

Villagers will discuss the present social, moral, and economic dilemmas besieging the Village in 

order to awaken them from the sleep of apathy and warding them away from the escapist 

response of skepticism encouraged by a paralysis of fear. The sessions will additionally 

demonstrate how through renewed efforts the present challenges may be met by a recall of the 

courage and audacity of the Ancestors, who after the dark night of slavery created a morning of   
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hope and expectancy when they purchased Plantation Northbrook. 

A number of Guyanese academics, professionals, entrepreneurs and practitioners will 

participate in the Conference, which appropriately will convene within the shadow of country’s 

national Emancipation celebrations. The presentations will address the triple thematic areas of 

the Conference – Imagining the future, being involved in emerging that future, and investing in 

the future. 

Discussions on the necessity of such a Conference can be traced to informal discourses over the 

years but preparatory work for this Conference commenced early this year. Efforts are currently 

underway to finalizing a number of key operational and logistical activities and these 

preparations are being undertaken by villagers and supporters inside and outside of Guyana.   

The Conference Secretariat notes that the commendable and courageous efforts of various 

groups and persons of the Diaspora to improve the structure and welfare of Village is usually 

spasmodic, uncoordinated, un-sustained, offered without a long-term vision, is often 

unintentionally in conflict, and therefore unable to realize natural synergies and the greatest 

impact.  

While those factors by themselves would have necessitated a Conference, the present 

conditions of Victoria and the prospects for change and development necessitates a meeting of 

the involved and interested parties. Such a meeting will help to avoid pitfalls, eradicate the 

unnecessary and often unintended conflicts among contributors that dissipate needed creative 

energies, and establish a systematic and sustained development approach. 
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