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Feature: LAST LAP LIME - 15 th Anniversary
The LAST LAP LIME is one of the events that have sprung up
around the Caribana Festival that occurs in Toronto every summer in
late July and early August since Caribana #1 in 1967

Coming together to hold an event like Last Lap Lime in which they
all shared, was a new experience and an example of how working
together can be even more rewarding than working apart.

It was started in 1995 by the five Alumni Associations of high
schools in Guyana namely, Bishops‘ High School, Queen‘s College,
St. Joseph‘s High School, St. Rose‘s High School and St. Stanislaus
College. It has grown from a small gathering to over 6,000 today.

Today, the Last Lap Lime held on Caribana Monday is the largest
gathering of Guyanese and their friends in Canada, and maybe
North America. If you want to meet people you have not seen for
years …. just go to Last Lap… it is really exciting!! .. In this issue
we have two pages (3&4) dedicated to the Last Lap Lime. You can
read all about it there and at their website : www.lastlaplime.com

These Associations were all started in the 1980‘s and over the years,
they have all had successful events for their alma maters.

43rd CARIBANA PARADE IN TORONTO 1967-2010
CARIBANA is now the largest single cultural event held in North
America—in attendance as well as monetarily.

A recent study has estimated that Caribana contributes almost
500 million Canadian dollars to the economy—airlines, groundtravel, hotels, car rentals, restaurants, entertainment and all other
spending that is incurred in such a massive event.

People from all over the world come to Toronto for Caribana. It is
a time for reunions, and partying with relatives and people you
grew up with, or with new friends you have made from all over the
Caribbean, and the rest of the world.
Of course, there are many Carnival events held in North America
and around the world. However, because of the population mixtures in Toronto and the sharing of cultures, Caribana is a
―different experience‖. The crowd of over one million people on
Lakeshore Road is something to behold.—a blending of peoples
from the multi-cultural mix that makes up Toronto today The mosaic of different cultures gyrating to the exotic rhythms of the Caribbean - soca, raga-soca, cal;ypso, salsa, reggae, dance-hall etc.
And, of course, we cannot forget the Caribbean foods.
Caribana was started in 1967, to celebrate Canada‘s Centenary. The
first Caribana was so good that they decided to do another, and this
year it is Caribana #43. It has grown now to be a festival that last
over three weeks, with parties and events galore. If you live in Toronto or nearby you will most likely be involved, in some way, in
Caribana revelry this month . If you are a visitor…. enjoy it!!! If
you have never been to Caribana— then you are surely missing a
great Caribbean cultural experience.
Please note: The Official Scotiabank Caribana™ Festival website
link is at: http://www.caribanafestival.com/
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Welcome to the Guyanese Online Newsletter
EDITORIAL: By: Cyril Bryan. Editor and Publisher

Guyanese-Americans

This is the fifth edition of the Guyanese Online Newsletter. The
newsletters and Blog have been well received and reach thousands og Guyanese and their friends worldwide. I must thank all
those who have commented and sent personal e-mails. Thanks
also to the associations and groups as well as the advertisers who

CARIBANA and LAST LAP LIME

Guyanese-Americans Video
< click title to view video

On this Episode of World in America, we meet natural-born landowning, community-building, and life-enjoying Guyanese-Americans.
Cyril Bryan

CARIBANA is a special event for me. I consider myself fortunate to
have attended the first Caribana in 1967, and many of the Caribana
parades since, as well as the first Last Lap Lime in 1995.
In 1967, my second year in Canada, I was yearning for Guyanese and
West Indian culture. I visited Montreal for Expo 67 that summer and
then that first Caribana-67. It started from Varsity Stadium, across to
Yonge Street and south to the docks, and then over to the Toronto Islands. In the mid-1960‘s there were few West Indians in Toronto, and
as such the parade was relatively small with about ten bands. Toronto is
now a changed city, five times larger with thousands of Caribbean people.
Caribana 1967 was my first real public celebration of Caribbean culture in my new land of Toronto, which had started opening up to immigration under the Pierre Trudeau Liberal Party regime. Being a Canadian Centennial event, the federal government assisted in its funding
and that catalyst was was all that was needed to start the 43 year history
of this wonderful celebration —North America‘s largest street festival–
street theatre with rhythm.
At that first Caribana there were events at Toronto Island every night
until midnight. Every evening during Caribana week party revelers
took the ferry to the Toronto Islands and partied to the Guyanese
―Tradewinds‖, Barbados‘ ―Merrymen‖ and other bands. Amazingly,
both Tradewinds and Merrymen are still playing today and have websites featuring their songs. On the ―islands‖, Guyanese found each other
by waving their flags and gathering in groups. That is where I met my
future wife and we are celebrating our 40th wedding anniversary on
Caribana weekend.
Now, with this Festivals‘ success, ―it is too big to fail‖, as the city and
provincial governments realize that losing a $500M event is not good
business. The Caribana festival is now fully promoted, supported and
encouraged as a viable tourism product. Money Talks! Check out these
short travel videos of the Caribana Parade Caribana Video.
Twenty-eight years later, in 1995, the Last Lap Lime was started by
five high school alumni associations, whose aim was to bring together
resident, as well as visiting Guyanese, who attended Caribana‘s many
events i.e. St. Stanislaus‘ CaribJam on Caribana Friday. Read Paul Abdool‘s article on how Last Lap was started at this link.

First, we'll meet the Singhs, a successful Guyanese-American family
who have been one of the first residents of what came to be known as
Little Guyana in Queens, New York.
We'll later taste the diverse Guyanese dishes at the famous Sybil's and
dance to the beats of Steel Band music.
Make sure to tune in, as we'll witness how Guyanese-Americans add so
many flavors and spice not only to their food but to their surroundings
as well.

Fire ravages many Mahdia businesses
Stabroek staff On July 2, 2010 @ 5:17 am

A fire suspected to be electrical in origin last evening reduced more than
20 structures in the commercial area of Mahdia in Region 8 to rubble,
leaving behind millions of dollars in losses and dozens homeless.
Mahdia is located a few miles from Tumatumari. It is the capital of
Region 8, the centre of the gold-mining activates in Guyana
Up to press time the inferno which started around 6:30 pm was said to
be under control after it was contained by a corrugated zinc fence bordering an apartment complex. The Government Information Agency last
night said that Prime Minister Sam Hinds will travel to the area today.
Speaking to Stabroek News as the fire raged, a shaken and emotional
Region Eight Chairman Senor Bell said via telephone from Mahdia that
the ―whole arcade in flame‖. He said that when he rushed to the area on
hearing of the fire about 20 – 25 businesses were already gutted
―We can‟t do nothing right now but stand up and look‖ Bell said adding
that the arcade had been in existence for about twenty years. …..
Mahdia‟s population, about 4,000, has been growing over the years but
it has no fire station or fire engine. Bell told this newspaper that at various meetings there were suggestions for one but the ideas were not
taken seriously. He said that last evening's disaster highlights the importance of such a need in the community. … read full article here
Picture : A view of a section of the „Arcade‟ in Mahdia. The photo was taken in
February. The fire last evening reportedly started at the Hinds mini-mall (left).

Since the Last Lap Lime is run by volunteers, it has its challenges of
co-ordination and commitment. The next hurdle to overcome will be
motivating the next generation to get involved and carry on the work of
their predecessors, who were instrumental in making the event what it is
today…….. Have an enjoyable Caribana and Last Lap Lime..
This Guyanese Online Newsletter and the Guyanese Online Weblog
is designed, edited, produced and published by Cyril Bryan.
Individuals, Organizations, Associations and groups should send their
announcements, features , photographs and event advertisements for
publication to Cyril Bryan at guyaneseonline@gmail.com

Web Blog Address: www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
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LAST LAP LIME 15th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
Last Lap Lime - 1995-2010

Last Lap Idol Competition

OUR HISTORY—How it all begun!
By Paul Abdool

(click to read article)

The Last Lap Lime (LLL) is an annual event held jointly by five
non-profit Guyanese Alumni Associations resident in Toronto, Ontario. It is the largest congregation of Guyanese outside Guyana.

This social event ensures that Guyanese culture remains vibrant
in the Diaspora by celebrating what it means to be Guyanese
through entertainment, food, drink and ‗liming‘. The event provides a taste of Guyanese culture to the children, grandchildren
and friends of Guyanese living in the Diaspora
Contact list for the five Alumni Associations <click here), associated with Last Lap Lime: Bishops High School; Queen‘s College; St. Joseph‘s High; St. Rose‘s High; St. Stanislaus College.
Download ―Last Lap Lime Gaff ― April 2010 newsletter.
Download ―Last Lap Lime Gaff‖ June 2010 Newsletter.

The Last Lap Lime15th Anniversary
1995-2010
Monday August 2nd, 2010
Location: Woodbridge Fairgrounds 100 Porter Avenue Woodbridge,
Ontario. Canada. Kipling Avenue & Highway 7. Large Parking area !
Tickets: Early-bird purchase - $15.00. At the event - $25.00. View list
of —Ticket Outlets here.

Download the June ―Last Lap Lime Gaff ― newsletter here

Web Blog Address: www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
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Last Lap Lime 2010 - Mash in Toronto
Last Lap Lime—2009

Many of you may have heard by now that we are planning some new and exciting events for this year’s
entertainment line-up. Our theme, Mash in Toronto, was not chosen lightly; we intend to make this the
biggest, most exciting party you will attend in 2010. Consider the following:
The search is now on for ―The Star‖ of the singing competition, THE LAST LAP IDOL as well as the ―BE
A YOUNG STAR COMPETITION‖.
Additionally, there will be a ―Fun & Games‖ section where we are planning some friendly, old school rivalry. We are looking for 5 teams comprising of 10 people per team to represent each of the 5 High
Schools. These teams will compete in some games such as a Tug-A-War competition, so please, COME ON
OUT AND PULL FOR YOUR SCHOOL. You can contact your respective Alumni Association to register
or the Team Leaders listed below. We are looking for your support to make this a fun event.
St. Joseph’s High School Desiree Carrega/Gomes 905-576-5055
St. Roses High School Laura Gibbs/Willems 416-825-2663
Bishops High School Yvonne LaBorde 416-756-4519
Saints Stanislaus College Sharon Chin/Wemp 416-550-7174
Queens College John Noons-Sousa (Interim) 905-509-5774
In addition to the above competitions, there will a Circus Performance which promises to keep you on the
edge of your seats and take your breath away. AND, to fire you up for the closing JAM SESSION with the
Dynamic Terry Gajraj and his fabulous band - EXPLOSION, we will have a ZUMBA dance party lead by
professional Zumba dancers. New this year will be a special section for the YOUTHS, which will include
Wii games, table tennis, basketball nets, and other fun stuff.
As in past years, kids will continue to have their own exclusive area as well. There will be games for the
little ones, hula hoop contest, etc. Prizes will be given out to the winners of the games and contest.
We will release a complete schedule of the day’s events as the Entertainment slate continues to unfold, so
please – STAY TUNED FOR MORE TO COME..……...Please check our web site from time to time at
www.lastlaplime.com for regular updates on the exciting entertainment line-up we have for you this year.

2010 LASTLAPLIME–MASHINTORONTO
SEE YOU THERE!
Web Blog Address: www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
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Guyanese Association of Barbados - “Taste of Guyana” in Barbados
On Sunday June 27th, the Guyanese Association of Barbados held its
annual ―Taste of Guyana‖ event at the Mount Gay Distilleries Exhibition Hall, located at Brandons, Spring Garden Highway, Bridgetown.
It was a beautiful sunny day and hundreds of Guyanese and their
friends took the opportunity to enjoy the afternoon and evening, meeting friends and making new ones, while they were tasting the many
Guyanese dishes and refreshments available.
The event started around midday and went on until 8.30pm. Music was
a mixture of oldies, current hits, soca, calypso and chutney. There were
various areas in the facility to enjoy the event. In the front was the
courtyard, while in the back there was a large area with a lounge with
TV to view the World Cup match in progress. There were also a number of craft vendors in a special raised patio area nearby.

Top Picture shows the back
patio area plus the raised area
where the re were art and
jewellery displays as well as
bar
Picture at bottom shows part
of the front courtyard under the
tress, enjoying the sea breezes.
Here they were next to the
stage and the judging of the

The highlight of the Taste of Guyana event this year was the ―Duck
Curry Competition‖. There were six contestants and they all had different methods of preparing the dish. In the end the event was won by
the team of Ramesh Seegobin & Asha Matadin. Second was Imran
Ally, and third was Vaughn Griffith.
Read all about the Duck Curry competition in this article in Stabroek
News - ―Tastes Like Home‖ by Cynthia Nelson, titled ―A Taste of
Guyana in Barbados‖. Also visit her Flickr site for more pictures link
to the album. Cynthia Nelson‘s website is : www.tastelikehome.org .

DUCK CURRY
COMPETITION
Winner
Ramesh Seegobin & Asha
Matadin, who copped first
place with Sir Shridath Ramphal (right). (Photo by Cynthia
Nelson)

Thank You
The Guyanese Association of Barbados thanks its membership for attending the
―Taste of Guyana‖ event. Most of all we thank the major sponsors for their gifts.
These include :Mount Gay Distilleries Limited, Preconco Limited, Digicel, Nationsnews, Banks Holdings Limited (BHL), SuperCentre Stores, Climate Control,
Barbados Steel Works, Esso and Thunderstorm Sound System.
We also thank the many vendors, volunteers who manned the gate and bars and
set up the tents and organized the Duck Curry Competition. With their help we
had a very successful Taste of Guyana event for 2010.

Web Blog Address: www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
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COTAB - Annual Caribana Dance

(Behind the Kentucky Chicken Restaurant)
401 to Victoria Park Ave. S to Dawes Rd. (R) to Danforth Ave. (R) to
Chisholm Ave. (R) or QEW to Lakeshore E to Coxwell Ave. (L)
To Danforth Ave. (R) to Chisholm (L) or
DVP to Don Mills S, to O'Connor Dr. (L) to Woodbine Ave. (R) to Danforth
V. Moses: 905-791-3412 + I. King: 416-431-0273 + P. Adams: 416752-4562 M. Parris: 416-636-2961 + E. Ageda: 416-289-3396

Canada based, Committee to Assist Buxton (COTAB) will
be holding their annual Caribana Dance on July 31st at the Toronto East
Masonic Temple, 15 Chisholm Avenue, Toronto, (see details above).
COTAB has been doing excellent work in the villages of BuxtonFriendship over the last decade. (see article here that appeared recently).
The latest project for COTAB is a special fund for Amanda Arthur who
has cerebral palsy and who is due for an operation in Barbados. (see the
advertisement of a fund-raising BBQ on page 5. Please support their
efforts by contacting Ingrid King at (416) 431-0273.

Guyana Community Outreach
Guyana Community Outreach is a
non-profit organization based in Chicago. Illinois. USA their address is
P.O. Box 32132, Chicago IL 60632.
Phone: (773) 471-6007. E-mail address: francisyvonne@netzero.net
This non-profit, in operation since
2006, has been busy sending barrels,
helping persons with disabilities and
supplying books to libraries in Guyana.
Their President Francis Yvonne Jackson has written a book of poems of her
life in Guyana and Chicago, and the
proceeds of her book—‖Come walk
With Me‖, will be donated to the charity. Cost of book Paperback
$19.99: Hardback $29.99 + shipping. Call now and Order!

Buxton Health Centre

Buxtonians home and abroad would welcome the news that the expansion of the community Health Centre has been finally completed. It is
only awaiting connection of electricity before it is put into full use.
Thanks to a subvention of GYM$10 (US$50,000) from the Government of Guyana, the project, started in 2004 by Jaybees Medical Services International, Inc., (JBMSI), a nonprofit group based in Washington DC, has been completed.
This disclosure was made by Dr. Leslie Carter, the former Regional
Health Officer (RHO) for the Plaisance-Cane Grove district and Medical Officer for the clinics at Buxton and Melanie Damishana. The Buxton-born physician, who went into mandatory retirement from the Public Service last month, explained that while the old structure was left as
the base of the facility, a storey was added above and a new two-storey
wing constructed on its northern side. The facility provides for multiple
medical and dental examination rooms, urgent care services, a doctor‘s
teaching room, a large storage area, washrooms and other services. Full
story her - Buxton-Friendship Express June 2010

Buxton 170th Anniversary
Souvenir Magazine
April 2010 marked the 170th Anniversary of the purchase of the Village of Buxton, Guyana. Among the many events to commemorate this
milestone is the publication of a souvenir magazine, which will depict
the historical journey of the Village. The publication is in vivid color
on 8.5. x 11.0‖ paper of high quality. Cost US$10.00 + shipping.

Support us by buying a copy of the magazine

Please order your copy from any of these Committee members :
Maxim Abrams: 201-924-0788
Dr. Clayton Quintin Bacchus:
Ph: 202-538-1261
Lorna Campbell: 718-342-0040 Errol
Vashti Cockfield: 718-843-3690
Dr. Owen Ifill: 646-894-4256

Remington London: 609-424-0418
Brian Moses: 416-670-4256
Rennie Parris: 347-863-6121
Mboya Wood: 646-727-5937
John Newton: 347-881-7055

Also download Buxton-Friendship Express July 2010 here

Department of Language, Linguistics & Literature

Linguistics Coordinator
Dr. Jeannette Allsopp
jeannette.allsopp @ cavehill.uwi.edu
Tel: (246) 417-4468/69 Fax: (246) 424-0634

Web Blog Address: www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
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Olga Lopes Seale and Vivian Lee meet in
Barbados after over 40 years

Authorized Distributor Appointed

Kelvin Ambedkar is the authorized distributor for Dave Martins
Records; Major Mike Charles Productions and Angels Caribbean
Records.
A shopping cart for Dave Martins records is now being setup at
www.dtradewinds.com and also an online sales ordering cartridge on www.pepperpotradio.com.
Isabelle and Vivian Lee with “Auntie” Olga Lopes Seale—in Barbados

Olga Lopes Seale and Vivian Lee re-connected again after many years
when Vivian visited Barbados with his wife, Isabelle, for a short vacation in June. They are both 91 years old now, and were glad to meet
again and reminisce about early broadcasting and entertainment in Guyana, in the 1950‘s, when they were at Radio Demerara, and he ran a
successful advertising and music business.

Mike Charles‘ DVD‘s can be purchased online
www.wildguyana.com or at his booth at Timerhi Airport.

at

Now, you can get all products directly from Kelvin Ambedkar
by calling his Toronto number at (416) 803-1716 or e-mailing
him at: kambedkar@hotmail.com

LAST LAP LIME 2010 SPECIAL

Vivian has been residing in Vancouver, British Columbia, since 1985
after spending seven years in France. In Vancouver he was one of the
founders of the Guyanese Cultural Association of BC in 1986, after a
visit there by then President Hoyte brought out the Guyanese—and
started the process. He believes in continuous learning and action, and
earned a degree in English from the University of British Columbia. He
wrote and edited a book entitled ―Super Seniors‖ in 2004, which chronicles inspiring life stories of people over 65 achieving their goals.

All CD’s and DVD’s would be sold at $10.00 each at the
LAST LAP LIME . This is the Wholesale Price for these
items so do not miss the opportunity.

Dame Olga Lopes Seale is still doing her charity work in Barbados, driving her little SUV around helping kids and families in need. She recently collected $50,000 (US$25,000) in her annual Fun Run sponsored
by companies, schools and individuals in Barbados.

Saints Caribjam 2010 flyer< download

Olga Lopes Seale was a pioneer of radio broadcasting and responsible
for exposing musical talent in Berbice. She was equally successful as a
broadcaster in Barbados after emigrating there in 1964 with her Barbadian husband. As a broadcaster in Guyana, Olga Lopes-Seale was responsible for programs like Birthday Requests; The Ovaltine show; Yours
Truly Olga, the Radio Demerara Needy Children's Fund. She was inducted into the Caribbean Broadcasting Hall of Fame in August 1997.
In 2002, she as well as Vivian Lee, received the Guyana Folk Festival
2002 Wordsworth McAndrew Award. These awards, named after the
distinguished Guyanese folklorist Wordsworth McAndrew, are awarded
to recipients for their contributions to Guyanese folk and popular culture.
From 1957 to 1979 Vivian Lee had a Record Store, Advertising company, as well as a recording company ACE Records at Robb and King
Streets.. He was a broadcaster, public relations specialist, songwriter,
and cultural promoter. A very creative man he was, writing the famous
radio character Mrs. Snodgrass; creating the lyrics for ―Down at the
bottom floor‖, popularized by Lord Canary and promoting national and
international musicians like Johnny Braff, who was a very popular local
artist with may hits in the 1960‘s. He also produced one of the early
Guyanese films, the musical comedy, ―If Wishes Were Horses‖.

Check web Blog for more info click here

18th SAINTS CARIBJAM – 2010
St. Stanislaus College Alumni Association
Toronto
4544 Sheppard Avenue East, Toronto, Ontario M1S 1V2
www.torontosaints.com
18th ANNUAL SAINTS CARIBJAM
LIVE FROM TRINIDAD – TRINIDAD‘S TOP TOP BAND

ROY CAPE ALL STARS
and
D.J.Paul ―SoundMachine‖

Date: Friday July 30, 2010
Time:8:00 P.M.- 2:00 A.M.
Place: Thornhill Community Centre 7755 Bayview
Avenue
(N E Corner of Bayview Ave. & John St.)

Dress: Casual Elegance Contribution: $40.00 Per Person
Proceeds support St. Stanislaus College, one of Guyana‘s Premier Secondary
Schools providing FREE education.

Download Saints Caribjam 2010 flyer to get the contact
information for tickets from the directors and officers

Web Blog Address: www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
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Wilson Harris Knighted in Queen Elizabeth’s Birthday Honours
Wilson Harris knighted By Stabroek staff | June 14, 2010

United Kingdom–based Guyanese
writer Wilson Harris has been
knighted by Queen Elizabeth, the
honour coinciding with Her Majesty‘s birthday celebrations this year.
A writer of fiction and non-fiction
essays, Theodore Wilson Harris featured on Queen Elizabeth‘s 2010
birthday honours list for his contribution to literature and he joins several
other Guyanese who have been similarly honoured.
Harris was last April hailed as a ―quiet revolutionary‖ in a ―quiet revolution‖ when he was featured at the 28th Conference of West Indian Literature held in Guyana. At the forum, at which another writer, Guyanese
Edgar Mittelholzer was honoured, Professor Mark McWatt of the University of the West Indies stated that,‘ ―Part of the quietly revolutionary
art of Wilson Harris‘ writings is his ability to read in the landscape and
to reproduce in his fiction, the human emotions of fear and dread.‖
Professor McWatt noted that Harris has said that much of literature that
deals with landscape is a one-sided discourse and posited that this is not
the case in the eminent writer‘s work.

Between 1945 and 1961, Harris was a regular contributor of stories,
poems and essays to Kyk-over-Al and was part of a group of Guyanese
intellectuals that included Martin Carter, Sidney Singh, Ivan Van Sertima and Milton Williams. His first publication was a book of poems,
Fetish, (1951) under the pseudonym Kona Waruk, followed by the
more substantial Eternity to Season (1954) which announced Harris‘s
commitment to a cross-cultural vision in the arts, linking the Homeric
to the Guyanese.
Harris‘s first published novel was Palace of the Peacock (1969), followed by a further 23 novels with The Ghost of Memory (2006) as the
most recent. He relocated to the United Kingdom in 1959.
Related Articles
West Indian Literature conference pays homage to Wilson Harris Hailed as a ―quiet revolutionary‖ in the ―quiet revolution‖ of West
Indian Literature, Guyanese writ
Wilson Harris‘ knighthood is a great moment in Guyanese literary history - Dear Editor, I am delighted to learn that Wilson Harris has been
knighted by the Queen for his serv
Caribbean literature has relevance for tourism - Al Creighton's (Arts on
Sunday) Guyana‘s President Bharrat Jagdeo held a conference last
week with a
Arts On Sunday - The West Indian Literature Conference: ‗Quiet Revolutions‘ Most of the leading critics and several s

One of Guyana‘s best known writers, the 89-year old Harris was born in
New Amsterdam in British Guiana and attended Queen‘s College after
which he studied land surveying and began to work as a government
surveyor in 1942, rising to senior surveyor in 1955. In this period Harris
became intimately acquainted with the Guyanese interior and with the
Amerindian presence, his profile on the Peepal Tree Press website said.

Culture ministry celebrates Harris knighthood - The Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport is delighted to congratulate Guyanese writer and
Man of Let
A British decoration recognizing the work of a genius in fiction - The
announcement has been made and the news has been very well received
that prominent West Indian a

―Guyana Wanderer‖ - By Jan Carew

Janet Naidu - Sacred Silence‖

Short stories by Jan Carew -Reviewed by Eusi Kwayana
Of the ten tales eight are set in Guyana; two in Europe. But they are all
haunted by the rhythm of the birth place, reminding those who remember of his early demands for ―a poetry that smells of our earth and represents more clearly the dreams of our people.‖
The author tells the tales with a tender and brutal realism, chipping away
at all the veils that people wear with or without religious requirement.
Where he is planning to unveil the inner compulsions of desire or greed
or flirtation, he carefully arranges the scene to remove chance of instant
discovery and then lets the human animal free, in strict privacy, only
subject to these dramatic revelations from a distance of time and place
that conceals the original actors and grants them back their privacy.
There are two such tales in the book, involving the same male with one
or two women one at each pole of the social ladder..
Read the full review on the Blog or here: ―Guyana Wanderer‖

THE ARTS JOURNAL
Volume 5 Numbers 1&2- March 2010 <click here for link to contents
The Editor of The Arts Forum‘s Page, Ameena Gafoor, can be reached by
E-mail: theartsjournal@live.co.uk or by phone: 592 227 6825.
THE ARTS JOURNAL is available at all leading bookstores in Georgetown or
from Bernadette Persaud, E-mail: bernadettepersaud5@hotmail.com or by
phone: 592 220 3337. Website:www.theartsjournal.org.gy

Sacred Silence By Janet Naidu - Guyanese-Born Canadian Poet
and Writer
In Naidu's new collection, Sacred Silence, one traces the many moods
of silence that are reflected in one's life journey, exploring the mysteries of love, despair and endurance, attachment and departure, longing
and fulfillment. In spite of life's baffling moments, the presence of
peace and healing dwell at the core of one's being, bringing new reflections of a spiritual space.
While Naidu takes us on a contemplative journey, reminding us of
heritage and nostalgic memory, she bring new experiences and discoveries in awakening a stillness of our inner life. These poems awaken a
consciousness of the human soul and a wisdom in our connection with
the world.
Her poetry also invokes the imagination of migrants whose struggles
and memories continue to play a role in terms of endurance and survival. Order your copy from:
Russell Paul - Canada : 905-780-8866
E-Mail russell_paul@rogers.com
Book Review
Brenda Chester DoHarris, A Coloured Girl in the Ring: A Guyanese
Woman Remembers. < Click
By Emeritus Professor Frank Birbalsingh

Web Blog Address: www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
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VICTORIANS CONFERRING ON DEVELOPMENT OPTIONS

A two-day Conference under the theme, ―Imagining, Involving, & Investing in our Future‖ has been planned by Villagers and Victorians in the
Diaspora as a way or focusing upon the worsening economic plight and
development prospects of residents of the country‘s First Village. The
Conference is also intended as a means of galvanizing residents to creative action in order to compensate for the deepening spread of hopelessness among the young and to arrest further decline in the social and economic fabric of the once prosperous and leading rural community.
The Conference to be hosted by the Victoria Reconstruction Trust, an
informal association established to stimulate entrepreneurial activities and
foster renewal, and members of the Victoria Diaspora, groupings of Victorians and friends not resident in the Village, will open on Thursday, the
5th of August 2010.

Buxton-Friendship Farming Development
Minister of Agriculture Robert Persaud and a team met with farmers of
Buxton/Friendship on Tuesday to discuss the ministry‘s plans to revitalise
large-scale farming in the area by undertaking drainage and irrigation and
road works.
Picture: Minister of Agriculture,
Robert Persaud (standing) chats
with residents of Buxton. (Gina
Photo)
Persaud, along with Region Four
Chairman Clement Corlette,
Neigh-bourhood Democratic
Council Chairman Randolph Blair
and other officials from the ministry engaged cane, non-traditional
and livestock farmers at Buxton and nearby villages at the Buxton Market.
The ministry is involved in land-clearing projects in Buxton/Friendship
communities which will enable farmers to return to the land, a Government Information Agency (GINA) press release said.
Because the lands have been abandoned for years and the area does not
have a proper drainage system, it is prone to flooding and as such the
National Procurement and Tender Administration Board opened seven
contracts for major drainage works. The contracts will see the expediting
of mechanical excavation of drainage canals in Friendship at east sideline
at a cost of $9.1M; west sideline at a cost of $9.1M; and middle walk
canal at a cost of $8.8M.
Plans are also in train to excavate canals in Buxton at east sideline at a
cost of $9.1M, the west sideline drainage canal, at a cost of $8.8M and
middle walk canal to the tune of $9.1M. In addition the revetment within
the Buxton pump basin will be built at an approximate cost of $4M.
During interactions farmers said the clearing of canals is necessary. One
cane farmer noted that he was forced to abandon his crop because the
clogged canal made it difficult for the punt to traverse the area. Persaud
also highlighted several other infrastructure works being expedited in the
Buxton/ Friendship area including the construction of Abrams/Watson
Street, Friendship and Middle Road, Buxton
Read full article: Large scale farming plans for Buxton-Friendship

The Conference Secretariat lists
among the critical need for candid
and constructive discussions, the
urgency of arresting the encroaching decline in various sectors of
the Village – social, educational, economic, agricultural, academic,
infra-structural, moral, spiritual – and to assist, challenge, and encourage Villagers to contemplate a Different Future individually and collectively and help to equip them to take appropriate actions to realizing this Future.
Noting that there have been bold entrepreneurial activities in spite of
the economic decline of the Village, the Conference aims to discover,
document, and analyze with the view of strengthening the existing
economic, financial and human resource development programs that
currently exist in the village in order to facilitate their improvement,
expansion, and transformation. Click to read full news release

WALWYN KLASS FOUNDATION
Objective: To develop Cerebral Capital
Initially the focus will be on Guyana and St Kitts & Nevis but as the
Foundation grows, scholarships will be extended to other parts of the
West Indies and Canada.
Full scholarships will be offered in three categories:
a)
Pre-high school
b)
High school
c)
University (undergraduate)
Scholarships will be named after individuals who commit to the mentorship of individuals who will receive scholarships in their name.
There will be one exception; there will always be an annual Denise
Hunte Scholar in Guyana.
Criteria for Eligibility:
a)
Individuals with sharp minds who lack the resources to develop
their talents.
Selection Process:
a)
To be determined by the appointed selection committee.
How you can help:
a)
Note that the Foundation is federally registered and as a result
charitable receipts can be provided for donations irrespective of the
source province.
b)
Consider the Foundation as part of your annual charitable contributions.
c)
Support the annual golf tournament as a player, promote the
tournament to attract players and promote the tournament to attract
corporate sponsorships.
d)
Consider lending your name (including mentorship) to the name
of a scholarship if you are asked.
e)
Present ideas that can move the foundation forward.
f)
Consider serving on a selection committee.
Contact information:
Esmonde Klass. 45 Casmir Court, Unit 2, Vaughan, Concord, L4K
4H5 Tel: (416) 362-8800 Fax: (416) 362-6577.
www.phaseiimotorcar.com

Golf Tournament to help in funding:-- Walwyn Klass 1st
Annual Charity Golf Classic < click here
Emerald Hills Golf Course information < click here

Web Blog Address: www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
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Politics of Leadership — Guyana and its Presidency
by Sir Ronald Sanders
Published on Friday, June 11, 2010 Caribbean Net News

dants is now approximately 30 per cent of the population making it
necessary for the PNC to gain support from at least 21 per cent of the
remaining population to form a government on its own.

A number of Caribbean Community and Common
Market (CARICOM) countries face leadership uncertainties in the coming months. However, in none
of them are the uncertainties more pronounced than
in Guyana, a sprawling 83,000 sq miles territory on
the tip of the South American coast.

The AFC secured just over 8 per cent of the popular vote in the 2006
general elections. It had hoped to win enough support to hold the balance of power and insert itself into a coalition government. That option
did not materialise since the PNC won only 34 per cent of the popular
vote and the PPP secured a comfortable overall majority of 54 per cent.

The current President, 46-year old Bharat Jagdeo, will finish his twoterms in office next year. Barred by the Constitution from serving for
more than two terms, Jagdeo has repeatedly rejected rumours that he
intends to change the Constitution to allow for a third term.
Nonetheless the rumours persist. Both well-placed persons and the ordinary man-in-the street claim that Jagdeo has done a deal with the current
leader of the opposition in Parliament, Robert Corbin of the Peoples‘
National Congress (PNC) to amend the Constitution so as to permit a
third term. In return, it is claimed Jagdeo will form a government consisting of his own party, the Peoples Progressive Party (PPP) and the
PNC in which Corbin would be the Prime Minister

Within Jagdeo‘s PPP, there is said to be four contenders for the Presidency, two of whom –Donald Ramotar, the Party‘s General Secretary,
and Ralph Ramkarran a long standing member of the Party‘s Executive
and current Speaker of the National Assembly - are front runners. It is
expected that before the end of this year, the PPP will decide on its
candidate for the country‘s Presidency.

.It is a most unlikely scenario and one which would place both Jagdeo
and Corbin at serious odds with their own parties neither of which would
tolerate a marriage in which the bride and bridegroom hold shotguns at
the heads of the rival families.
Senior officials of the PPP are quick to point out that it was the PPP that
amended the Constitution to institute the two-term limit on holders of the
Presidency. They argue that the PPP could not credibly initiate or back
―amending its own constitutional amendment‖.
To be fair to both men, they have both denied any such arrangement and
Jagdeo has publicly stated that he is leaving the Presidency at the end of
his term.
There is no shortage of aspirants for the job – it is a glittering prize that
has been held by five persons since Guyana became independent from
Britain 44 years ago. Although Guyana‘s politics has been dominated by
the PPP and PNC with third parties arising only to be snuffed out after a
relatively brief period, next year‘s Presidential and general elections
should see the Alliance for Change (AFC) still in the race after a showing in the last elections in which they were themselves disappointed.
Historically, since the break-up of the PPP and the creation of the PNC
and its rival, Guyana‘s electoral politics has been rooted in playing to the
country‘s racial divisions. The PPP has relied on a significant core support in the community of East Indian descendants, and the PNC has depended on the majority in the community of African descent. For its part,
the AFC has been trying to break the mould by appealing to all races and
especially to the younger generation who carry much less of the baggage
of racial conflicts that has been characteristic of the country‘s politics.
But, neither the PPP nor the PNC can now depend on a racial vote to
give it an overall majority in a general election.
The size of the East Indian community has been dwindling and now
stands at around 35 per cent of the population. The PPP, therefore, needs
to maintain its core support while attracting at least 16 per cent of the
remaining population to win an outright majority. This task is daunting
unless it can field a Presidential candidate and a slate of candidates for
Parliament that can reach beyond their core supporters to attract voters
from other races.
The same problem besets the PNC. The community of African descen-

The situation in the PNC is more complex. Its leader, Robert Corbin,
commands the majority the party‘s grass roots support, but its traditional middle class supporters are disenchanted with his leadership.
There is a growing consensus among the middle-class supporters of the
PNC to coalesce behind the Winston Murray, the Party‘s former Chairman and an East Indian as the Presidential candidate. Corbin appears to
have agreed that the PNC can choose a Presidential candidate other
than him, but he has insisted on remaining as Party leader – a situation
pregnant with decision-making issues, and one that is unlikely to make
the PNC an attractive prospect for the electorate.
At the time of writing the AFC is about to hold a Convention at which
its leadership will rotate from its present leader Raphael Trotman to its
current Chairman Khemraj Ramjattan. This follows an agreement at the
party‘s creation that the leadership would rotate. It is not altogether
clear, however, that the leader of the AFC will necessarily be its Presidential candidate
In any event, the AFC would have to perform considerably better at
next year‘s elections to hold the balance of power to which it aspires in
order to force the formation of a coalition government, and it certainly
will not get the prized Presidency which, under Guyana‘s system, goes
to the candidate of the party that secures the largest number of votes.
The fight for the glittering prize is now on in all three parties. The person who inherits it will head a country which has not yet been able to
bridge its racial division in political terms, and where economic deprivation and hardship still exists. But, the new President will also inherit
from Bharat Jagdeo‘s stewardship a country whose economic situation
and social services are better than they have been for three decades.
Housing, medical facilities and education have all dramatically improved under Jagdeo, as has its infrastructural development particularly
water distribution.
An economic basket case for 25 years since 1976, Guyana has moved
from being a Highly Indebted Poor Country (HPIC) with little or no
economic growth to steady growth today. In 2009, Guyana recorded 3.3
per cent growth while the majority of its CARICOM neighbours
showed negative growth; public debt fell from 93.1 percent of GDP as
of end-2006 to 56.8 percent of GDP in 2009.
The next President‘s task will be build on this legacy and to address
with urgency the social and economic inequities that can easily reverse
the progress that has been painfully made.
http://www.caribbeannetnews.com/news-23537--6-6--.html
Sir Ronald Sanders is a business executive and former Caribbean diplomat
who publishes widely on small states in the global community. ……
Reponses to: www.sirronaldsanders.com
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Marriott hotel to open in
Guyana in 2013
Published on June 23, 2010 -(GINA) .

Cheddi Jagan Int. Airport
including Flight schedules

Guyana Tourism Authority
Website link

Marriott International Inc. in a press release on Jun e
22, 2010, announced that it will open its first Marriott branded hotel in Guyana in 2013

Bradsville Apartments
Cara Hotels
El Dorado Inn
Evergreen Adventures
An artist’s impression of the Marriott Hotel
―Government had ensured that the way was cleared
for the project by putting in place a new sewage
system, with 42-inch pipes at Kingston. It was foreseen that the new system would greatly enhance
waste discharge in Georgetown.
Other preparations made to pave the way for the
Marriot Hotel were dismantling of the Food and
Drug Department, and the Luckhoo swimming pool.

Air Jamaica taken over by Caribbean Airlines

"Air Jamaica is still here. The little piece of Jamaica
that flies still flies. It is still the best deal in town,
still the best Lovebird hospitality and still the most
flights to Jamaica," he said.
The president was giving an update on Air Jamaica
on June 3 in Toronto, Canada. He was joined by the
CEO of Caribbean Airlines, Captain Ian Brunton and
officials from both airlines.
Nobles said that the Transition Services Agreement
signed between Air Jamaica and Caribbean Airlines
on May 1 would see Air Jamaica operating exactly
the same during a six to 12-month transition period.

Ariantze Sidewalk Hotel Café and
Jazz Club

Blue Wave Apartment Hotel

The 160-room hotel will operate under a management agreement with Atlantic Hotel Inc. (AHI)
which is currently owned by the Government of
Guyana as part of a public-private partnership between Government and private sector investors.

Tuesday, June 8, 2010 - Toronto- Air Jamaica's
President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Bruce
Nobles has assured Jamaicans living in Canada that
it is business as usual at Air Jamaica, since the takeover by Caribbean Airlines on May 1.

Adel‘s Rainforest Resort

Banganara Island Resort

It would be the first Marriott Hotel in the Caribbean
and Latin America with Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design (LEED) certification from the
United States Green Building Council (USGBC).

President Bharrat Jagdeo speaking at the announcement said, ―Guyana looks forward to a first class
branded quality hotel operated by Marriott International. This public-private partnership project will
transform the hospitality landscape and can be expected to encourage more travel and tourism development for our nation. The project will be more an
integrated entertainment complex ideally located at
the corner of the Atlantic Ocean and Demerara River
with a casino, night club, restaurant and boardwalk‖.

Website Links
Hotels, Eco-resorts. Interior
Lodges, & Tour Operators

He said during this transition period, the two airlines
would work closely to develop a combined airline
taking the strengths of Air Jamaica and the strengths
of Caribbean Airlines and creating "one larger,
stronger, better capitalised regional airline that can
provide the kind of product that travellers to and
from Jamaica and the Caribbean region can benefit."
Calling the signing on May 1 a "monumental moment," Captain Brunton said it was reminiscent of
the West Indies Federation which did its best to
"unite the Caribbean."
Captain Brunton gave an overview of Caribbean
Airlines (CAL), which was launched on January 30,
2007. He said that the airline had a very "strong
balance sheet with no debt at all."
"We are about three times the size we were when we
started. Not only are we three times the size, we paid
our way all the way," he added. - Read more here

Guyana Jamboree –2010

Grand Coastal Inn
Herdmanston Lodge
Hurakabra River Resort
Hotel Tower – Emerald Tower
Resort
Iwokrama Canopy Walkway
Iwokrara Forest Kanuku Suites
Le Grand Penthouse Hotel
Pegasus Hotel

Princess Hotel
Radisson Apartment Suites
Regency Suites Hotel
Rock View Lodge, Rupununi
Roraima Airways, Hotels and
Companies
Sleepin International Hotel
Splashmins Resort

< click here

Surama Eco-Lodge Rupununi
STEPHENSON’S ECO TOURS
PRESENTS: GUYANA JAMBOREE 2010

PERIOD: November 2nd to November 9th, 2010
VENUE: Splashmins Resort, Madewini Creek, Soesdyke, Linden Highway
Full Entertainment and Eco Tours. Package includes travel from Toronto, New York or
Miami. Eco-Resort Accommodation. Also take in the year-end Motor Racing Meeting at
the same time. Full details on this link:> Guyana Jamboree

Web Blog Address: www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com

Timberhead Eco-Resort
Trans Guyana Airways
Wilderness Explorers
Zoom Inn Hotel
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Human Trafficking Report
Guyana remains a Tier 2 country on US State
Department's human trafficking watch list
Tuesday, June 15, 2010.- Guyana remaines on
tier two of the United States‘ State Department
trafficking in persons report 2010, which was
released on Monday. The CARICOM nation
was placed on tier 2 three years ago has retained that spot. According to the report, this is
as a result of Guyana‘s failure to... read more...
US refuses to correct 'inaccuracies' in trafficking in persons report
Tuesday, June 22, 2010 - Guyana -- The United
States State Department said its findings in the
2010 Trafficking in Persons Report, which has
placed Guyana on tier two for another year, are
accurate and there is no need for any correction.
This came as the Guyana government rejected
the report last Monday. read more...

Climate Change
Jagdeo ups money plea
Stabroek News - June 30, 2010 | 100 Comments
President Bharrat Jagdeo on Monday implored
donors not to be ―obsessed‖ with capacity
building before releasing funds as this would
hinder development efforts.
He made the appeal, as he again signalled his
displeasure that donors are slow to release
money for forest protection efforts. ―You have
a duty to ensure that endless discussions don‘t
slow this down‖. ... Read more
Guyana's president explains how forest countries can capitalise on climate change
Monday, June 21, 2010 - (GINA) -- Guyana
could earn as much as US$400 million per annum from the sale of forest carbon provided
that the carbon markets go in a favourable direction according to President Bharrat Jagdeo.
―It is the best thing that could happen to forested countries,‖ Jagdeo said. read more...
Region's vulnerability to disaster a development
deficit, IICA Official
Friday, June 18, 2010 - Regional disaster risk
management planning must break the ―cycle of
vulnerability‖ as without effective strategies to
mitigate the risks linked to the agriculture sector, poverty reduction would not occur. These
sentiments were expressed on Wednesday at the
Regional Disaster... read more...

Trinidad– Guyana relations
Trinidad PM praises Guyana's economy
Friday, June 25, 2010 - (GINA) -- Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago Kamla PersadBissessar has hailed Guyana‘s ‗very buoyant‘
economy and joined the country‘s President
Bharrat Jagdeo in announcing that new bridges
of economic cooperation will be built between
the two countries. read more...

U.S. Military Southern Command
General visits Guyana
USSOUTHCOM Commander on fact-finding
mission to Guyana
Friday, June 4, 2010 - -- On his first visit to
Guyana, Commander of the United States
Southern Command (USSOUTHCOM) General
Douglas Fraser paid a courtesy call on President
Bharrat Jagdeo as he sought to understand new
perspectives on issues relating to security
within CARICOM. read more...

Government Finance
Finance Minister assails Economist Intelligence Unit’s report
Stabroek News - June 28, 2010 | 25 Comments

A recent report which proffers a less than upbeat picture of the overall economic climate in
Guyana has come in for severe criticism from
Finance Minister; Dr. Ashni Singh who says it
paints a ―misinformed, distorted, warped, and
totally inaccurate picture‖.
The April 2010 Country Report by the Londonbased Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU)
pointed to an uneasy relationship between the
government and the private sector despite a net
increase in private investment in the country‘s
economy last year.
It also cited a ―not optimistic‖ outlook on the
part of the private sector about the country‘s
economic prospects in the face of an operating
environment ―characterized by poor infrastructural facilities, high taxes, rampant crime and
corruption – ‖ … read more

Local Government
Local Government polls work halted
Stabroek staff - June 13, 2010

The government has advised donors against
releasing funds for local government election
programmes, while work on crucial legislative
reforms is still to be completed.
A reliable source told Stabroek News that government has informed donors against releasing
funds for programmes related to the longdelayed polls, until . . …. Read more

Gay-Lesbian Film Festival condemned
by multi– religions community
Guyana religious community condemns gay
film festival
Tuesday, June 29, 2010- (AFP) -- Guyana's
multi-religious community strongly condemned
on Monday a gay and lesbian film festival,
branding promoting homosexuality as a new
form of Western colonization. "We cannot allow the Western world to come and foist their
lifestyles and thinking on to us; this will simply... read more...

Guyana Politics
AFC mulls coalition with political, economic, labour and civil groups
Stabroek staff - June 22, 2010 | 26 Comments
The leaders of the Alliance For Change
(AFC) said yesterday that they are preparing
a programme to facilitate a coalition platform
which will include opposition parties, members of economic, labour and civil society
groups and defectors from the PPP/C administration to contest next year‘s election.
During a press conference at the Sidewalk
Café yesterday, the party‘s three principals
— Raphael Trotman, Khemraj Ramjattan and
Sheila Holder — said the AFC remained
committed to forming alliances and a recent
visit by Barbadian political strategist Hartley
Henry was to kick-starting this process.
…...read more
Ruling party in Guyana rejects political
poll
Tuesday, June 8, 2010 - Guyana‘s ruling
People‘s Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) has
rejected the recent opinion poll on the popularity of political parties ahead of the 2011
Elections by the Caribbean Development
Research Services (CADRES). The poll
shows AFC with balance of power if election
held now. read more...
Poll shows PPP as leader for 2011 elections
in Guyana
June 5, 2010 - Guyana -- A recent poll in
Guyana by the Barbados–based Caribbean
Development Research Services (CADRES)
shows that the ruling People‘s Progressive
Party /Civic (PPPC) is the most popular in
Guyana and is poised to win the 2011 regional and general elections. read more...

Airport Security
Sniiffer Dog Problem at Guyana’s Airport
…..Dogs Unable to locate cocaine
June 28, 2010 (AP)
Sniffer dogs are being blamed for airport
security lapses in Guyana. Police there say
their canines are too old or not skilled
enough to detect drugs stuffed in suitcases.
U.S. officials had complained about a large
number of cocaine-filled suitcases from Guyana intercepted in American cities. One suitcase seized last month at New York's Kennedy International Airport contained 50
pounds of cocaine.
Go to the Web Blog

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
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Groundstar to drill for oil in August
Stabroek News - June 21, 2010 | 6 Comments
Despite oil exploration company, CGX Energy Inc‘s decision not to drill here this year at
least one company expects to commence drilling onshore in a couple of months.
Takutu Oil and Gas Inc, the local subsidiary of
Groundstar Resources Limited and Canacol
Energy Ltd has a tentative commencement
date in August, Stabroek News has learnt. It
has been transporting equipment and supplies
to the drill location in the Rupununi, Region
Nine. On April 21, Groundstar, a Canadian oil
exploration company, had announced that a rig
contract has been executed for the drilling of
the Apoteri K-2 exploration well in Guyana.
It was anticipated that the rig would arrive on
location within 60 to 75 days, and that drilling
would commence shortly thereafter. Groundstar has a 10% working interest in the Takutu
Petroleum Prospecting Licence (PPL), which
contains the Karanambo discovery drilled by
Home Oil in 1982 while Canacol Energy Ltd
holds the remaining 90% interest in the PPL.
The joint venture plans to drill the Apoteri K-2
well to a total measured depth of approximately 11,000 feet. Gaffney Cline and Associates attributed gross mean recoverable prospective resources of 128 million barrels of oil
to the discovery in a December 2009 report
compiled for Canacol. Groundstar to date has
completed the construction of the drilling pad,
access roads, and staging areas in preparation
for drilling, and has purchased and mobilized
wellheads sufficient for 3 wells which are now
in country. The well is anticipated to take 50
days to drill, and if successful will be put on a
long-term production test to establish the deliverability and performance of the formations.

Solar panels for Amerindian
Communities

The company earlier had tentatively said that
drilling could commence May 2010. However,
this newspaper was told that given the wet conditions in the Rupununi, a tentative date of August
has been set. Under the terms of a new (May 22,
2009) three-year Petroleum Agreement with the
Guyana Geology and Mines Commission, the
operator was obliged to drill one exploration well
by May 22, 2010, and a second well by May 22,
2011, according to information on the company‘s
website.
On Monday, Canadian oil exploration company,
CGX Energy said it now expects to commence
drilling here next year after earlier saying that
drilling could begin here in the latter part of this
year. In a statement, the company said that the
Jaguar well is planned to be drilled in the first
half of 2011 while the Eagle well will be drilled
after. This newspaper was told that CGX has
issues with the unavailability of rigs.

“One Stop Shop” for Housing

By ARNY BELFOR -(AP) - 2010-06-28

Three political factions in Suriname announced on June 27th that they have formed a
majority bloc in Parliament, while a former
military dictator struggled to create alliances
to build the next coalition government.
Leaders of the governing New Front coalition, the Maroon-based A-Combination and
the People's Alliance told reporters they have
created a voting bloc that will hold 27 of the
51 seats in Parliament - short, however, of
the two-thirds needed to name a president.
"We have agreed that we now will try to
form a government because we have the
majority," said Ramdien Sardjoe, vice president of the New Front coalition headed by
President Ronald Venetiaan, flanked by leaders of the two other factions.
Despite winning 23 seats in May elections,
the Mega Combination political faction led
by two-time coup leader and presidential
hopeful Desi Bouterse has had little luck
fishing for coalition partners.
Talks quickly broke down between Mega
Combination and A-Combination, which is
led by the leader of a rebel army that once
fought Bouterse's military regime and which
controls seven seats.

Staff from Citizens Bank speak to an intended home owner at
the Ministry of Housing’s One Stop Shop initiative yesterday
on Brickdam. Officials from the bank were providing information on the requirements for accessing mortgages.

―We want to ensure that there are more homeowners than house lot owners,‖ Minister of
Housing Irfaan Ali said at ministry‘s ‗One Stop
Shop‘ initiative on June 12, 2010.

The initiative sought to provide intended homeStabroek News - June 13, 2010 | Comments
owners with a place to process their application,
The Ministry of Amerindian Affairs has distrib- acquire a loan as well as select a housing model.
uted 574 solar panels to 16 Amerindian commuSeveral hundred persons turned up at the minisnities in regions one, two and nine.
try‘s Brickdam location with the hope of being
successful at the end of the day-long exercise. It
Liaison Officer, Norman Whittaker said the
panels were provided under the Unserved Areas was estimated that about 600 persons would be
the holders of lots located in either OnderneemElectrification Programme. The ministry was
tasked over the last year with distributing 1,000 ing Phase 2 or Non Pariel Block E.
(15-watt) solar panels to 23 communities and
Ali said that all development works in the areas
these 16 areas are the first beneficiaries.
identified are ahead of schedule and are expected
Some of the communities that benefited are:
Four Miles and Hotoquai, Region One;
Mashabo, Region Two; and Surama, Rupertee
and Katoka, Region Nine. Whittaker said the
remaining 476 panels are for communities in
Region Nine. (GINA

Three Suriname parties
forge pact

to be finished shortly. Further, he said that his
ministry is working assiduously to ensure that at
least 20,000 house lots are allocated to persons
during the year. So far, 6,000 applications have
been processed. ….
Read full article here>

One Stop Shop for Housing

Web Blog Address: www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com

"We laid our cards on the table, and they
weren't compatible with theirs. We just assumed that we would reach an agreement
soon - and now this," said Claire Linger,
secretary of Mega Combination.
Suriname's president is not chosen directly
by voters, but by legislators. If no candidate
gets a two-thirds majority of parliamentary
votes after two rounds, the decision goes to
the People's Assembly, comprising 868
members of regional councils across the
country.
The new Parliament was scheduled to meet
for the first time on Wednesday June 30,
2010.
Outgoing President Ronald Venetiaan, who
was not seeking a third consecutive term in
the top job, has said his party will not work
with Bouterse's faction as long as the former
dictator is in control.
Bouterse is facing trial in the slaying of 15
political opponents during his regime in
1982, and some in the former Dutch colony
of 500,000 see his candidacy for president as
a gambit for immunity from prosecution.
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GT&T Fibre Optic DSL lines now Operational
By Leonard Gildarie
The long-awaited fibre optic cable brought here by the Guyana Telephone
and Telegraph Company (GT&T) has been installed and will be operational by the end of July, making internet connection in Guyana, among
the fastest in the region.
Not only will current internet speed be increased fourfold, in the initial
stages for clients, but the company says that a whole slew of additional
features, including high speed internet, home monitoring, mobile monitoring and gaming, now possible, forever changing the face of the country.
At last!-GT&T‘s officials announced on May 19th, that its US$30M fibre
optic cable will be in operation within two months. From left is Director
of Rates Making, Gene Evelyn; Chief Financial Officer, Yog Mahadeo;
Chief Executive Officer, Major General (rtd), Joe Singh, and Deputy General Manager, Terry Holder.
The officials also dismissed questions that another fibre optic cable being
brought by Government through Brazil and expected later this year would
―compete‖ with the company‘s expansion plans. According to Chief Executive Officer, Major General (rtd) Joe Singh, in meetings with President
Bharrat Jagdeo and other government officials, it was made clear that the
Brazil cable will be mainly to develop an E-Government.

According to Chief Financial Officer, Yog Mahadeo, in the beginning,
current DSL clients will see their speed increased fourfold automatically. GT&T is working to introduce a number of packages designed
to fit the pockets of everyone. Banks, companies with branches and
other similar organizations will all benefit from the low cost of bandwidth, it was stressed.
The company‘s capacity, will the commissioning of the fibre optic
cable, will be dramatically increased 4,000 times of its current state, it
was said yesterday. Mahadeo, named to head the company as the
Chief Executive Officer when Singh departs in July, said that GT&T
continues to be one of the country‘s highest investors with over
US$350M invested to date in Guyana.
While, GT&T has so far plugged US$30M to bring the cable, additional features to fully optimize the potential of the cable will see
another US$20M-US$30M being added, Singh disclosed
Updated from: May 20, 2010 | By KNews

Chamber launches business guide for
potential investors
Business Guyana 2010, the official business guide for potential investors, was launched by the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (GCCI) Friday last nearly a year of groundwork.

GO-Invest is the primary contact for investors and exporters. It
liaises, on their behalf, with government ministries and other agencies in an efficient and effective manner and facilitates and expedites the processing of applications for concessions and other government support.

The glossy publication outlines the business sector across the country
and points to areas where opportunities are emerging such as investment in carbon credits, in addition to sectors such as manufacturing,
mining, forestry and tourism among other areas.
The Low Carbon Development Strategy (LCDS) is also featured in
the magazine and identified as one of the initiatives in the forestry
sector that is attracting investment.
Business Guyana 2010 was officially unveiled during the annual
GCCI dinner at the Pegasus Hotel. Marketing Manager, Scotiabank,
Jennifer Cipriani-Nelson, who sits on the Trade and Investment Committee of GCCI hailed the magazine as the main source of information
for investors. She said it was the brainchild of GCCI member Clinton
Urling, whose idea was promptly taken on board by the chamber and
developed.
The magazine was published in St Lucia by a company headed by
Guyanese Loaknauth Singh. Singh spoke on Friday and said his company was pleased to be associated with the publication. His company
publishes the local tourism magazine, Explore Guyana and has done
other specialty publications locally.
Singh‘s company also came up with the cover design for the magazine, which he said, was proposed to the GCCI team and later accepted. He explained that the cover design points to the potential and
strengths of the country, particularly, its economy in addition to its
connection with the region and the wider world.
Business Guyana 2010 is supported by the local business community
and would be distributed free of cost.
GCCI‘s feature speaker at the dinner on Friday last, Dr Cecil Rajana,
who is head of the National Competitiveness Strategy Unit was unable
to deliver his presentation due to an emergency. Jonathan Said, a senior economist within the unit, deputised and he spoke on the work of
the unit, pointing to its goals and its functions.
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A Brief History of the Portuguese in Guyana
By Sr Mary Noel Menezes
Sr Mary Noel Menezes is a Sister of Mercy and an
emeritus professor at the University of Guyana.
On 3rd May 1835, after a voyage of 78 days, the
Louisa Baillie docked in Demerara with 40 Madeiran
emigrants bound for ‗Pln Thomas‘ of RG Butts and for
‗Plns La Penitence‘ and ‗Liliendaal‘ of James Albuoy.
Why emigrants from a 286-mile island, Madeira, off the coast of Morocco to a continental British colony on the northern tip of South America? Three factors made such a move a reality:
The approaching abolition of slavery throughout the British possessions creating a labour gap;
The long-standing alliance between Portugal and England;
3. The political, military and economic problems in Madeira in the
1830s.
Sugar had been grown in Madeira since 1452 and by 1500 the island had
become the world‘s largest producer of sugar cultivated by the sturdy
and hard-working peasant-farmer who, suffering from the economic
depression and political troubles, was eager to emigrate. The first decade
of the arrival of the Madeirans was a difficult one for them; disease and
death plagued those years; at the same time strong objections against
emigration were raised by the Madeiran civil and ecclesiastical authorities fearing the erosion of their labourers.
By 1845 most of the Portuguese had moved off the plantations, bought
small plots of land and moved into the huckster and retail trade. In 1843
the first import of goods from Madeira by the Portuguese was noted by
both the Madeiran and Demeraran press. The Portuguese were long masters in the field of trade and the Madeiran emigrant brought with him this
flair and expertise.
In the early years it was mainly in the rum trade that the Portuguese
made their mark. By 1852 79% of the retail rum shops were owned by
the Portuguese and they retained that monopoly well into the twentieth
century. The end of the 1860s and the 1870s saw the Portuguese well
entrenched in business. The roster of Portuguese entrepreneurs was extensive.
Apart from being property owners, they were provision and commission
merchants, spirit shop owners, importers, iron mongers, ship chandlers,
leather merchants, boot and shoe makers, saddlers, coachbuilders, woodcutters, timber merchants, brick makers, cattle owners, pork-knockers,
charcoal dealers, bakers and photographers.
This commercial success of the Portuguese received high praise in the
Royal Gazette
The rise of the Portuguese in this colony from a state of most abject
poverty to one of comparative affluence, and to the possession, in many
instances, of thousands of dollars within the space of a few years, is one
of the most remarkable occurrences in modern Colonial History.
This unprecedented success of the Portuguese in business aroused the
jealousy and animosity of the Blacks to such an extent that riots resulted,
one especially violent one, the 1856 ―Angel Gabriel‖ Riots during which
Portuguese shops were extensively damaged, shops but not lives.
In 1858 the number of Portuguese in the colony was estimated at approximately 35,000 and mostly all were Catholic. They brought not only
their agricultural expertise but their faith as well. The Madeirans were
profoundly religious; their religion they expressed with joy. Their religious festas were celebrated with joyful abandon and with much pomp
and splendour. With the arrival of Portuguese-speaking priests the

Catholic Church advanced rapidly. In 1861 Sacred Heart Church was
built for the Portuguese and by the Portuguese. Other churches rose all
over the country, along the east coast and east bank, Demerara and in
Essequibo.
Of all the religious customs transmitted by the Portuguese, the Christmas Novena continues to hold sway among Catholic Guyanese of every
ethnic origin. Another Madeiran custom was the establishment of confraternities, guilds and societies for the relief of widows, orphans, the
sick, unemployed, the elderly and the imprisoned as well as for the
education of the children of their members.
The Portuguese held on to their language throughout the nineteenth
century. A number of Portuguese newspapers kept the Portuguese in
touch with events in Madeira and in the colony: Voz Portuguez, 0 Lusitano, Chronica Seminal, The Watchman, among others. Portuguese
schools were established for both boys and girls.
Together with other amateur and professional groups the Portuguese
entered the cultural stream of music and drama in the British Guianese
society. Plays and concerts were held at the Assembly Rooms and at
the Philharmonic Hall. Noted for their musical bands in Madeira the
Portuguese formed the Premeiro de Dezembro band which played at
every festivity in the colony and regularly on the Sea Wall, the Botanic
and Promenade Gardens, the Town Hall and the Assembly Rooms.
The Portuguese were also prominent in the world of sports: in boxing,
cricket and cycling, rugby, football, tennis, hockey, racing and rowing.
In 1898 the first cycling club, the Vasco da Gama Cycling Club, was
formed by the Portuguese. In 1925 the Portuguese Club was founded
and nurtured famous tennis players of the day. Indeed, the Portuguese
worked hard in their business world but they also played hard. In music, dance and sport, they acquitted themselves well.
However much the Portuguese added to the cultural dimension in music, drama and sport, their entry into the political field took them much
longer.
First, there was the language barrier; secondly, the majority of the Portuguese men were not naturalized British subjects and thirdly, the government constantly cautioned the Portuguese ―not to meddle with politics‖ but stick to their business. Not until 1906 did the Portuguese run
for office, FI Dias and JP Santos winning seats in the Court of Policy
and Combined Court. However, although the Portuguese had gained a
political foothold, they were not at all welcomed with open arms into
the colonial government.
By the turn of the century the Portuguese had created their own middle
and upper class. They were never accepted into the echelons of white
European society though they themselves were Europeans. Much less
did they ―bolster white supremacy‖. The rapid economic progress of
the Portuguese, their strong adherence to the Catholic faith and their
clannishness bred respect but never whole-hearted acceptance among
the population either in the nineteenth or twentieth century. In the
1960s and 1970s the Portuguese suffered even more discrimination and
many crossed the ocean in search of another EI Dorado in the north,
maybe in the spirit of the early Portuguese explorers who lived to the
hilt the motto of Prince Henry the Navigator: ―Go farther‖.
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Guyanese Online would be featuring all of the six people or cultures
and the admixtures of these peoples who have created the intricate
mosaic of Guyanese in Guyana and around the world.
The features would be done from the most recent to the Aboriginal
people, there for over 10,000 years. The May 2010 issue featured the
Chinese. The next feature would be on the people from India.
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