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From left, Council Member Mathieu Eugene, Guyana Consul General Brentnold R. Evans, Ambassador Bayney 
Karran join honorees James Richmond, Dr. Shaiek Ali, nephew of (Francis Yvonne Jackson), Kwasi Jackson, John 
“Ossie” Vaughan, Lachman Budhai, Dave Narine, Aliann Pompey, and Carlton Guilliams. 

Guyana’s Independence was commemorated in the Council Chambers of City Hall recently, where the words of 
America’s 16th president Abraham Lincoln - The government of the people, by the people, for the people 
welcomed the expatriates – nine of whom were honored with plaques and proclamations, during an astounding 
evening filled with patriotism and love of country. 

 
Set against the backdrop of a multicultural presentation, the immigrants sang their national anthem, waved their 
flags and greeted their countrymen as they recalled the end of British that came about on May 26, 44 years 
ago. 
 
Calling his fellow Guyanese resilient, and a creative people, Ambassador Bayney Karran asserted “our history 
has made us sturdy and strong.” 
 
In his keynote address to the six races of Guyana, Karran said “each time I meet a foreigner they would 
invariably say I employ a Guyanese in my business, or I know a Guyanese at my workplace and he or she is a 
very capable and hard-working person.” 
 
Congratulating the nationals at home, and abroad, the envoy said, “we must be mindful of both of our 
accomplishments and of the challenges which lie ahead. Since 1966 to now, our country has gone through 
several transformations, and against all odds we have consolidated our nationhood, defended our sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, and have made tremendous advances in social services, and infrastructural 
development. 
 
“We have every reason to go boldly into the future. Guyana is on track to invest in the creative talents of its 
youth, promote a sense of shared values and commitment among its people, and continue along the path to 
fulfill our potential,” added Karran. 
 
Ambassador Karran praised the honorees by saying that they have proved their nettle in their various fields of 
endeavor. 
 
Those honored were Dr. Shaiek Ali, Lachman Budhai, Francis Yvonne Jackson, Dave Narine, George Subraj, 
Aliann Pompey, James Richmond, Carlton Guilliams, and John “Ossie” Vaughn. 
 
Councilmember Mathieu Eugene, a great friend to the Guyanese community, in turn, spoke highly of the 
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nationals on their accomplishment, and quipped that he was a Guyanese from the mining town of Linden. 
 
And in the spirit of liberty, president of the Guyana Tri-State Alliance, Patricia Jordan-Langford, called on the 
expats to join in educating the young people at home by providing them with the necessary tools to succeed. 
 
The evening was punctuated by talented young people who depicted Guyanese heritage in its glorious 
splendor - Six peoples One Nation in Living Color and Pride Celebration our Diversity - a kaleidoscope of 
performances, in music, dance and song. The Star Alliance Tassa Group, African Drummer, Akoya Rudder, 
and 11-year-old classical violinist Claudius Agrippa, all put on superb performances. 
 
James Richmond’s poem paid tribute, as the Gamsham Ramdin classical Indian group accompanied by 11-
year old twins, Anil and Ajay, entertained the audience gleefully. Sammy Baksh on the other hand, wowed with 
his ballad. 
 
Amanda and Lisa Chaliha, and Verna Walcott-White presented the choreography and costume parade. 
 
Joining the festivities were CARICOM diplomats, Guyana Consul General, Brentnold R. Evans, Consul General 
of Trinidad and Tobago Dr. Harold Robinson, Deputy Consul General of St. Vincent and the Grenadines Cyril 
Thomas, Consul General of Grenada Derrick James, and Vice Consul of St. Lucia Martha Smith. Mary Bishop 
represented Congresswoman Yvette Clarke at the gala. 
 
Reverend Evelyn John, Imam Hajji Zakir, the Right Reverend Bishop Cecil Mercurius, and Roxanne Beaumont, 
who was also the emcee blessed the evening’s proceedings. 

 


