
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

The town of New Amsterdam developed as a settlement beside Fort 

Nassau some 55 miles up the Berbice River.  Around 1784, as a result 

of the fluctuating fortunes of Fort Nassau, the Dutch relocated  the 

town to its present site at the confluence of the Berbice and Canje 

Rivers.The name New Amsterdam was chosen because most of the 

colonists originated  from the province of Amsterdam in Holland. 

Between 1785 – 1790, New Amsterdam was established as the seat of 

Government for Berbice. 

 At that time the town was little more than a forest settlement, with a 

house there and a house there, no roads, no drains.By the resolutions 

of an Ordinance dated 11 January 1791, plots of land were awarded to 

settlers along the river front. In 1776 George Pinkhard described the 

town as that of a wild country, only just opening into cultivation. It 

comprised an extent of wood and water, with small patches of land 

breaking into incipient tillage. .In May 1825 an Ordinance to establish 

a Board of Management for the town was passed.  

Subsequent ordinances in October 1825 and September 1838 re-

sulted in the establishment of a ‘Board of Policy’; to be responsi-

ble for the affairs of the Town. In 1844 a Board of Superintendence 

was established for this purpose. 

 Under their guidance the town grew.  The Board of Superintendence 

lasted until 1 September 1891, when legislation was enacted to incor-

porate the Town into a Municipality. The membership of this council 

consisted of members who had served on the Board of Superinten-

dents and Mr. Neil Ross McKinnon, K.C., who was president of that 

Board, was appointed as the Town’s first Mayor. 
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Strand, new Amsterdam in the 1920’s 

New Amsterdam Public Hospital in 1950 

The New Amsterdam Town Hall :  
This imposing structure was erected in 1868 after the establishment of 

the Board of Superintendants in 1844. The tower encircled by a ‘widow’s 

walk is one of the main architectural features of this edifice.  

Read full article with pictures here >Historic New Amsterdam  source 

of this material is the National Trust of Guyana…. At this link  

 

Mission Chapel Congregational 

Church:  

 
This edifice was constructed after the 

first Mission Chapel which was 

founded by Reverend John Wray was 

destroyed by the order of the planters 

who blamed the missionaries for the 

1823 slave insurrection. Under the 

ministry of Ebenezer Davies, the 

foundation stone of this structure was 

laid in 1841.  

The New Amsterdam Public Hospital: designed by Caesar  Castellani, a 

Maltese architect, employed by the Public  Works Department of British 

Guiana during the 19th century, this edifice is one of the most beautiful 

structures in Guyana.  Arranged like a Pavillion Hospital, with the wards 

placed end to end this edifice was constructed in 1878.  

A panoramic view of Queenstown, New Amsterdam—1950 

A view of Strand, New Amsterdam  - 1950 

http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/04/historic-new-amsterdam.pdf
http://www.nationaltrust.gov.gy/histroricberbice.html

