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The group doing their nightly ritual of recording the day's birds at Rewa  
Eco-Lodge(photo by Kirk Smock) 

 

GEORGETOWN, GUYANA – The group had already been huddled 80 feet beneath a Harpy 

Eagle‟s nest for more than an hour when it started to pour down rain. It was well past lunchtime, 

but when asked if they wanted to leave, the keen birdwatchers responded, “We‟re not ready to 

dip on the Harpy.” „To dip‟ is birding verbiage used when one misses the chance to see a rare 

bird. The nest appeared empty, but the more the guide Gary talked about seeing the adult female 

and juvenile Harpies at the nest two days ago, the more the group wanted to wait.  

 



So everyone stood at the base of the tree for two hours – 

half of it in pouring rain – staring at an impressive 

(albeit empty) nest, because the Harpy Eagle is a rare 

„mega-find‟ that everyone wanted to see.  

 

For 11 days in March, this group of birdwatching tour operators, journalists, and photographers 

from North America and the UK poked around Guyana‟s rainforests and savannahs in search of 

birds, mammals, and local culture on a tourism product familiarization (fam) trip organized by 

the Guyana Sustainable Tourism Initiative (GSTI), a joint project of the Guyana Tourism 

Authority (GTA) and the United States Agency for International Development / Guyana Trade 

and Investment Support (USAID/GTIS) project.  

 

Reflecting on the journey, owner and founder of Nature Travel Specialists, Andrew Haffenden 

said, “I felt that all the places and guides are making an exceptional and personal effort to 

preserve and promote Guyana‟s nature and people, which forms a very solid base. I‟m sure the 

others [on the fam] agree that few places we visit have the same effect in this way as Guyana, 

and it‟s quite refreshing and encouraging. In turn, it makes others, such as our group, want to 

assist all they can.” The fam trips have been a key part of the GSTI strategy to market and 

promote Guyana on the international stage.  

 

There are many beneficial results to providing a first-hand experience of Guyana to tour 

operators and media, including increased international recognition and a growing number of 

visitor arrivals. As Haffenden noted, it also allows local tourism suppliers to receive constructive 

feedback from experts who sell and promote trips around the world.  

 

The participants on this fam provided many excellent recommendations that will help improve 

Guyana‟s tourism products for additional markets beyond birding, including community-based, 

general nature, conservationbased, research-based, adventure, and educational tourism.  

 

The GSTI will be working with Guyana‟s tourism suppliers to increase and improve guide 

training, product development, transportation logistics, 

and ecotourism standards. 

 

With no Harpy Eagles in sight on the group‟s first 

attempt, they finally agreed to leave the forest after 

hearing of a different active nest near Rewa village, 

another stop on the itinerary that included Georgetown, 

Iwokrama River Lodge, Atta Rainforest Lodge and 

Iwokrama Canopy Walkway, Surama Eco-Lodge, Rock 

View Lodge, Karanambu Ranch, Lethem and Kaieteur 

Falls.  

 

The birding was fantastic throughout – by the end of the 

trip the group had identified nearly 360 different species 

of birds (including the Harpy Eagle near Rewa). General 

Two schoolchildren at Rewa village sing a 
song about the area's biodiversity during a 
special cultural presentation (photo by  
Kirk Smock) 

 

Part of the group birdwatching on the 
Essequibo River, near the Iwokrama River 
Lodge. (photo by Kirk Smock) 



Manager of Andean Birding, Charlie Vogt has birded extensively in South America but still 

managed to add 65 new species (or „lifers‟ in birding lingo) to his list – a “significant” 

achievement. Vogt said he “was blown away with the vast pristine rainforests [in Guyana],” 

adding that he “can‟t wait to sell this tour and have another chance to return to this magical 

place.”  

 

Due credit for the magic goes to the appearance of the day-glow orange Guianan Cock-of-the-

Rock at Kaieteur Falls and Iwokrama, and the bizarre mooing and Draculalike poses of the 

Capuchinbird. And magic or not, various Macaws, Toucans, Woodpeckers, and Hawks lit up the 

group‟s „bins‟ (because „binoculars‟ is too long) so often the birders began calling them „Trash 

Birds‟ („TBs‟ for short), or locally common birds. It sounds bad, but the birding experts said 

having Macaws and Toucans as trash birds is a good thing.  


