
Over 300 Cuba-trained Guyanese doctors to return home next year 

 

Published on Friday, April 2, 2010  GEORGETOWN, Guyana (GINA) -- With much emphasis placed on 

improving the healthcare system, 301 Guyanese doctors, trained in Cuba, are expected to return home 

next year to begin service in their homeland.  

 

Minister within the Ministry of Health, Dr Bheri Ramsaran said that this batch of medical practitioners 

exceeds the total number of doctors currently registered in Guyana.  

He noted that the returning doctors will be posted to various locations across the country and will 

greatly improve the quality of service offered to Guyanese.  

 

The ministry has dispatched Dr Irv Chan to strengthen the already expanding number of doctors serving 

at the Lethem Hospital, Region Nine.  “Dr Chan and his colleagues, who will be deployed over the next 

few weeks, are giving back to the Guyanese taxpayer at this stage of their career, of their professional 

work life; they are giving back to those who educated them to become graduate doctors,” the Health 

Minister said.  

 

He added that the government has no plans to post doctors indefinitely to far flung areas without due 

regard to the need to continuously upgrade their skills and acquire additional knowledge. “They are not 

going to be dispatched permanently to Lethem, Mabaruma, Paramakatoi, Mahdia, very difficult areas to 

work. As long as these young people serve the Government of Guyana, the Ministry of Health would 

ensure that they have access to professional progression.”  

 

Dr Ramsaran stated that the ministry has a keen interest in the professional enhancement of young, 

graduate doctors and other healthcare providers in the system. He pointed out that for this reason the 

ministry, through the Georgetown Public Hospital Corporation; (GPHC) has introduced over the past few 

years, post-graduate studies in General Surgery.  

 

“We have already graduated one batch of such home-grown surgeons and we are already on the second 

batch of young people; that is doctors who graduated a few years ago and who are now being trained as 

specialists,” Dr Ramsaran disclosed. The General Surgeon Programme is accredited by Universities in 

Canada which deflates the issue of a third-world education of suspect quality.  

 

Currently, various models are being devised to ensure that doctors get continued medical education and 

at the same time, their professional progression is guaranteed. The government has constructed and 

made significant renovations, over the past few years, to 10 district and regional hospitals including 

Lethem, Mabaruma, Linden, Diamond, Leonora, Suddie and Mahaicony.  

 

There has also been a significant budgetary allocation for the renovation of Skeldon and the West 

Demerara Regional Hospital, which has received G$37M for renovation costs. The newly commissioned 

Lethem Hospital has cost the government almost G$250M to construct and equip. 


