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President’s Message
A CALL FOR MORE INVOLVEMENT BY ALL

T

he year
2 0 1 0
marks the
beginning of a
new decade. In
the preceding
decades of our
T o r o n t o
Chapter’s existence (we were established in 1990)
we have achieved much in terms of our
raison d'être as we pursued the main
objective of contributing towards the
maintenance of the standards of excellence for which our alma mater is
renowned.
Two thousand and nine (2009), the
final year of the last decade, like many
of the years before it, has been a satisfying one. Thanks to the tireless and
unselfish efforts of our hardworking
Executive Committee we have enjoyed
success in most of the events that we
have held and have completed a major
project that was in the making for several years. Our fundraising activities
have added to our finances which we
continue to channel to our alma mater
as we strive to ensure that the students
of the school maintain standards of
excellence. Our other events have been
well attended by our alumni, friends,
and supporters from the community in
general, and have helped to boost our

public image. Elsewhere in this edition
of the Scribbler we have included a list
of our activities and accomplishments
in 2009 and the outstanding achievements of some of the students at last
year’s CXC examinations.
There is, however, room for
improvement, particularly with respect
to increasing our membership base
among the younger alumni and developing strategies to persuade rank and
file members to assist in the execution
of the affairs of our Chapter. This is a
perennial situation which we need to
rectify if we want our Chapter to continue to exist and to meet its goals. We
cannot rely indefinitely on the stalwart
efforts of an aging core of our members to keep us afloat. We need new
blood to preserve our existence. We
hope to embark on some initiatives in
the forthcoming months that might
help to alleviate this problem and in
this respect would welcome any ideas
from you, our alumni.
I take this opportunity to wish all
alumni, friends and supporters the very
best throughout 2010.
Kemahl (ARK) Khan
President- 2009/2010
QCAA (Toronto Chapter)
Attended Q.C. 1951-1958
Weston “F” House
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QCAA TORONTO CHAPTER
WHAT WE ACHIEVED IN 2009

 January 10 – Annual Twelfth Night Dance – in collaboration with BHSAA (Toronto). As usual, it was
well attended and a financial success.
 March 1 -- Annual Appreciation Awards. Several alumni and VIA Rail Canada, one of our staunch supporters from the business community, were given awards in recognition of their service and support over
the years. The opportunity was taken to present a cheque for CAN$500 to the sole recipient of the 2008
Lynette Dolphin Memorial Bursary.
 June 14 – Annual Father’s Day Brunch was well attended by a capacity crowd of members and supporters. A sizeable profit from the sale of tickets was made.
 August 3 – Annual Last Lap Lime that is held jointly by the Saint Stanislaus, St.Rose’s, St.Joseph’s, BHS
alumni associations and ours .The event was another financial success.
 September 15 – A gift of CAN$500 was made to Shirvanie Persaud, QC alumna pursuing medical studies
at UWI, Trinidad, to assist her with the purchase of textbooks.
 September 25 – During her family visit to Toronto, we hosted a celebratory dinner for QC alumna,
Wallisa Roberts, one of the top students at the 2009 CXC CAPE exam.
 September 30, 2009 – Backpack Pilot Project – five (5) backpacks, filled with essential school and personal supplies valued at CAN$280, were handed over to QC by QC-OSA (Guyana Chapter) acting on our
behalf and were later distributed to students selected under the QC-OSA’s Special Awardees Programme.
(see our VP Melissa Enmore’s “Backpack Update” on page 11)
 October 17, 2009 – We held another successful bus trip to Casino Rama with close to 100 persons in
attendance.
 October 2009 - Revision of N.E. Cameron’s Book A History of the Queen’s College of British Guiana, a
project that was in the making for four (4) years, was completed. Details of availability and price of the
revised edition can be accessed by visiting our website at www.qcalumnitoronto.com
 December 2009 – We awarded 3 bursaries, valued at CAN$1,000 each, for 2009 under the Lynette
Dolphin Memorial Scholarship Programme. (See write-up on page 7)
 December 2009 – We contributed to his airfare and incidental expenses to enable the father of Padminee
Roshundatt, QC student, to travel to Tortola, BVI, to witness his daughter receive the CXC award for topping last year’s list of successful candidates from the CSEC Science examination.
OUR PLANS FOR 2010
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

January 9 - Twelfth Night Dance –successfully held
March 7 – Appreciation Awards (date to be confirmed)
April 18 – Annual General Meeting
June 13 - Father’s Day Brunch
July 11 – Barbeque and fashion show (date and venue to be confirmed)
August 2 – Last Lap Lime
October 16 – Casino Rama Bus Trip
November 14 – Literary Event
A Debate (date and topic to be determined)
Games Evening (date and venue to be determined)

Confirmation and details of the events will be posted on our website as they become available.
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Obituaries
We say VALETE to the following persons who passed away since July 2009 and convey our sincere condolences to their
families and relatives.
ANDERSON, Brian - on Saturday,
December 5, 2009 in Washington, DC.
Brian attended QC from 1963 - 1968
and was member of Percival “A”
House. He worked at the Ministry of
Education in Guyana after leaving QC.
He last worked at UPS and Yellow Cab
Company of DC.

De BARROS, Winston Orlando aka
“Lando” - on Thursday, October 8,
2009 in New York at age 50. Orlando
attended QC in 1970 - 75 and was a
member of Pilgrim “E” House.
Orlando was employed by the Bank of
New York, NYC for more than 20
years.

SADOOL, Frederick “Super”
Gordon - on Monday, August 03, 2009
in Alberta, Canada at age 68. Frederick
was a member of the class of ’60. He
found his life's calling in working as a
Human Rights activist. He is survived
by his wife Bernadette, brother, Roger
and family, Sister Anne and family.

BOXHILL, Myrna Mercella –
October 2009 in Florida. Myrna is a
BHS alumna and is the sister QC alumni Walter "Wally B", Lawrence "Larry
B", and Roger Boxhill.

HO, Bertram Albert – husband of
Claudette, on Monday,
January 11, 2010 in
Toronto at age 70.
“Bertie” attended QC
from 1950 - 59 and
was a member of
Pilgrim “E” House.
He was prefect in
1957 and 1958 and served as Sergeant
Major in the Cadet Corps. The Ho family also had the distinction of having 4
siblings who attended QC.

YHAP, Claude – husband of Wendy
(nee Ng-See-Quan)
on Friday, January
15, 2010 in Toronto
at age 77. He attended QC from 1946/47
to 1952 and was a
member of Percival
“A” House.

BULKAN, Aliya - on Saturday,
November 7, 2009 in Guyana at age
23. Aliya attended QC during 1998 –
2003. Aliya topped the country at the
1998 Secondary School’s Entrance
Examination (SSEE) She was the niece
of alumni Howard and Ronald Bulkan.

Please let us know if we have omitted
any names from our list and we will
certainly remember them in our next
issue of the “Scribbler”.
Editorial Committee

Farley’s QUIZ
1. The first European settlement in Demerara, Guyana, was made in Georgetown near to the present seawall.
True or false?
2. Who was the visionary who was responsible for the large-scale settlement of Demerara?
3. What is the official port of entry into Venezuela from the northwest region of Guyana?
4. Guyana is home to a large number of flora and fauna in its interior. To date how many species of birds have
been identified there?
5. The life expectancy in Guyana is ………………?
6. The National Flower of Guyana is……………...?
7. The National Bird is ……………………..……..?
8. When did the Demerara slave revolt begin?
9. She was born in Covent Garden, East Bank, Demerara, and is one of Guyana’s leading poets. She was shortlisted for the Guyana Prize for Literature – Poetry category – in 2000. What is her name?
10. What is the name of this poet’s latest book of poems?
Answers on Page 21
4
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TRAGIC ENDING
TO A YOUNG LIFE
Tribute to
Aliya Bulkan
QC Alumna

BAREFOOT LADY
A poem by Aliya Bulkan

n Saturday, November 7, 2009, 23-year old Aliya
Bulkan’s life was suddenly and tragically ended
when she met her death in the raging waters of the
mighty Kaieteur Falls.
She was an alumna of QC, having attended the school
during the late 1990’s. In 2003 she gained third place in the
Caribbean Examinations Council CSEC exam. After she left
QC, she pursued studies in the US at Stone Brooks
University in Long Island, NY, graduating in 2008 as an
English Major with magna cum laude honours.
Among her accomplishments were her literary skills particularly in the field of poetry-writing. As early as age seven,
her poetry-writing skills were described by the late Martin
Carter as brilliant and his assessment was justified when in
2003 Aliya won the under-18 category of the Association of
Guyanese Writers and Artists (AGWA) prize for Literature
in the field of poetry.
One of her poems, “Barefoot Lady”, became the title of
an anthology of poems and short stories that she donated to
the Guyana Ministry of Education in 2004 for the purpose of
motivating young students to place more emphasis on writing English Literature at the CXC exams and also to encourage them to emulate Guyanese writers.
To honour her memory, The Scribbler offers the following reproduction of Aliya Bulkan’s “Barefoot Lady”.

O

Hauntingly lovely, barefoot lady
wild raven hair, contorted by
the galloping horses of the wind
Mr. Love and Mrs. Faith
drowning in the icy pools
of her eyes
Simmering nimbus in indigo pot
Gelid waters lick her feet
and try to erase the memory
of her footprints
The gash in her face
slowly widens, and releases
her birds of song
once trapped, in the cage of her mind
With each flutter of wings
forbidden thoughts
Thus flutter of heart
Damn you, say the crunch
of broken glass
that was once sand
Knives, once fingernails
Stain porcelain
with streaks of scarlet and tortured pools
weep bloody tears
Celestial canvas screams from labour pains
finally pushes out thunder
And she is sucked to the bottom of the earth.
Aliya was the younger daughter of businessman, Rustum
Bulkan, joint Managing Director of Precision
Woodworking, a Guyana-based firm. She was also the niece
of QC alumni Howard and Ronald Bulkan. The Toronto
Chapter of QCAA takes this opportunity to extend sincere
condolences to the grieving parents and family members.

Editor’s Note: The Scribbler wishes to acknowledge the
Guyana “Kaieteur News “ article of November 8, 2009 as
source material on which the above tribute was based. 
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Queen’s College
Students Continue to Excel

Wallisa Roberts

A

school known for its high academic standards, Queen’s
College has definitely lived up
to its name in 2009, both in Guyana
and throughout the Caribbean. In fact,
a Caribbean Examinations Council’s
press release noted, “for the third consecutive year, a student of Queen’s
College, Guyana, was the Most
Outstanding Candidate in the Region
in the Caribbean Secondary Education
Certificate (CSEC) examinations”;
while another QC student headed the
list of outstanding Guyanese performers at the Caribbean Advanced
Proficiency Examination (CAPE).
Queen’s College, which has been
credited for educating students who
later distinguished themselves in the
fields of politics, government, law,
education, foreign affairs, science and
other professions, continued to produce high achievers in 2009. Wallisa
Roberts excelled at CAPE achieving
five grade one passes, which earned
her the top spot in this exam among
fellow Guyanese, following in Yana-

Marisa Edwards’,
Wainella Isaacs’ and
Shirvanie Persaud’s
footsteps, achievers
of this honour in
2008, 2007 and 2006
respectively.
Kia
Persaud
and
Kia Persaud
P a d m i n e e
Roshundatt are also among the list of
high achievers from QC, each earning
14 grade one passes at the CSEC exam.
Kia was the most outstanding candidate overall while Padminee was the
top performer in the Sciences. In addition, QC produced 27 of the 97 candidates who earned grade one passes in a
minimum of eight subjects.
At the Grand Assembly (one of the
Reunion events) held at the school on
October 28th, Guyana’s Education
Minister Shaik Baksh stated that, based
on the school’s excellent performance,
it was widely acknowledged that
“Queen’s College is the most outstanding secondary school in the entire
Commonwealth Caribbean”.

Wallisa (whose goal is to be a surgeon), during a family visit to Toronto
last September was honoured at a dinner hosted by QCAA’s Toronto
Chapter to celebrate her accomplishment. Wallisa, who recently completed
a volunteer assignment in Africa, plans
to commence studies in Medicine this
year, demonstrating that she is not only
academically inclined, but a wellrounded student.
In addition to celebrating with
Wallisa, the Toronto Chapter, along
with the New York Chapter and other
supporters, helped to make possible
Padminee Roshundatt’s father’s trip to
Tortola, British Virgin Islands and his
accommodation
there in December
last. Together, they
worked diligently to
ensure that a family
member was present
in Tortola to witness
Padminee receiving
Padminee
the top performer
Roshundatt
Science award from
CXC and to share in her milestone
accomplishment and proud moment of
her young academic career. Kia
Persaud was also honoured by CXC at
the Tortola ceremony for her superb
achievement.
It is with a great sense of pride and
satisfaction that we of the Toronto
Chapter, (and the same could probably
be said of all QC alumni), acknowledge the accomplishments of the students of Queen’s College who continue
to excel academically, outshining their
peers both in Guyana and the
Caribbean. It is also with great anticipation that we look towards the future,
knowing that today’s capable youth
will become tomorrow’s highly competent leaders.
Melissa Enmore
Editor’s Note: Material for this article
has been adapted from the Guyana
Stabroek News of August 15 and
October 29,2009.


President Kemahl Khan making a presentation to Wallisa at a dinner hosted by the
QCAA Toronto Chapter last September.
6

The Scribbler – January 2010 Edition

Toronto QCAA awards 3 Bursaries
for the 2009 Lynette Dolphin Memorial Scholarship

T

he Toronto Chapter of the
Guyana
Queen's
College
Alumni Association (QCAA)
has awarded bursaries to 3
deserving candidates. The 2009
awardees - Mary Ayanna Boyce,
Shamika Moses and Praim Nauth
Persaud – will each receive a onetime cash award of CAN$1,000.

SHAMIKA MOSES

AYANNA BOYCE

Ayanna Boyce who resides in
Hamilton, Ontario, is the daughter of
alumnus Graham Boyce (1965-72,
Moulder ‘G’ House), and is currently
enrolled in the first-year Health Studies
program at the University of Waterloo.
She graduated from the Hamilton
Westdale Secondary where she won
proficiency awards every year. While
at Westdale she was responsible for
raising finances for the Stephen Lewis
Aids Foundation, and worked as a lifeguard at the annual Canterbury Hills
summer camp. Ayanna is aspiring to
be a family doctor.

Shamika Moses, a resident of
Brampton, Ontario, is the daughter of
alumnus Brian Moses (1970-75,
Raleigh ‘B’ house), and is enrolled in
the first-year Psychology degree program at York University. Shamika
graduated from St. Thomas Aquinas
Secondary where she was one of the
top students in the Hospitality and
Tourism courses. While at school,
Shamika had part-time employment at
the Wild Water Kingdom (one of
Canada’s largest water parks), and was
a member of the Brampton basketball
team that won the Ontario basketball
championships in 2005 and 2007.
Shamika intends to pursue research
aimed at developing treatment options
for stroke and neurological disorders.
PRAIM NAUTH PERSAUD

Praim is the first Queen’s College (QC)
alumnus (2002 – 09, Austin ‘C’ house)
to be awarded this bursary and is
enrolled in the first-year medical program at the University of the West
Indies St. Augustine campus in
Trinidad. Praim graduated from QC
with 5 CXC Caribbean Advanced
Proficiency Examinations (CAPE)
subjects in each of his lower and upper
sixth years. While at school, Praim
represented QC in table tennis and badminton and was house captain. He was
also a leader of the youth group of the
Radha Krisha Mandir, a coordinator
for the Rights of the Child
Organization, and volunteered at the
Guyana National Library’s Reading
Circle and the Guyana National
Human Rights Organization.
Until now, the Lynette Dolphin
Memorial Scholarship was valued at
CAN$500 and was awarded annually
to a maximum of 3 children of members of the Toronto Chapter of QCAA
who attended Canadian post-secondary
institutions. In 2009 the value of the
awards was increased to CAN$1,000
each and the eligibility criteria were
revised to cater not only to children but
also to grand-children of members of
the Toronto Chapter and to alumni,
regardless of country of residence and
location of institution.
The Scholarship was instituted in
1999 to honour the memory of Lynette
Dolphin who died in February of that
year. She joined the staff of QC in
September 1943 as Prep Form Mistress
and Music Teacher. After the Prep
Form was abolished in the early ‘50s
she continued as Music Teacher until
1966 when she was appointed
Chairman of the National History and
Culture Council.
Additional details on the scholarship
can be found at www.qcalumnitoronto.com/files/Scholarship.pdf.
Victor R. Moses
Attended Q.C. 1970-1973
Pilgrim “E” House
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DONATION$ TO QC AND QC-OSA

Toronto Chapter’s President presenting
to Dawn Holder of the Guyana Reunion
Committee a cheque for CAN$1,000 on
behalf of Muni and Harry Hetram.

T

he 2009 QC Reunion and ICQC
Annual Business Meeting
(ABM) that were held in
Guyana afforded the opportunity for
the presentation of cash donations to

QC and QC-OSA, the Guyana Chapter.
At the ABM on Tuesday, Oct 27th,
David Singh, alumnus and former
treasurer of the Toronto Chapter, handed over to Neville Burke, President of
QC-OSA a cheque for US$500 on
behalf of QCAA Toronto and a personal cheque of US$150, both of which
were donated to augment the Special
Awardees Programme.The objective of
the programme is to help selected students of the school and is administered
by the Guyana Chapter.
At the specially convened Grand
Assembly held at the school’s auditorium on Wednesday, October 28th,
Kemahl Khan, President of the Toronto
Chapter, presented to Dawn Holder,
one of the Reunion organizers, a
cheque for CAN$1,000 on behalf of

Muni and Harry, sons of the late
Doodnauth Hetram, considered the
first Guyanese chosen to be
Headmaster of QC who served from
1963 to 1969. Their donation was
given to assist in defraying the expenses of the Reunion and those incurred in
the production of plaques of former
headmasters and teachers of the
school. At the conclusion of the Grand
Assembly, three plaques (with photographs and information) honouring
their father as well as the late Dr.
Richard Allsopp who acted as
Headmaster in 1962, and Clarence
Trotz, Headmaster from 1974 to 1980,
were unveiled on the wall of the auditorium.
ARK



PRESENTATION OF
REVISED N.E. CAMERON
“HISTORY” BOOK

Gwyneth George of the UG Library receiving complimentary copies of Cameron’s book with library staff looking on.

he opportunity was taken during
and after the reunion of Queen’s
College alumni, held last
October in Georgetown, Guyana, in
celebration of the 165th anniversary of
the establishment of the school, to
present to the following national institutions and individuals complimentary
copies of the 2009 revised edition of
Norman E. Cameron's " A History of
the Queen's College of British
Guiana”:

T

1. Queen's College library and the
school for prize-giving at its annual Speech Night.
8

2. Dr. Joycelynne
Loncke for her
contribution of
the edition's biographical notes on
N.E. Cameron.

3.
Mr. Laurie
Lewis, QC alumnus and present
Chairman of the Board of
Governors of QC.
4. Dr. Rupert Roopnaraine, QC
alumnus, who gave the feature
address at the Grand Assembly at
the school on October 28th.
5. Mr. Alfred King, Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of Culture,
Youth and Sport, for his Ministry's
permission to reproduce in the
edition an early photograph of Mr.
Cameron.

6. Ms. Gillian Thompson, Chief
Librarian of the National Library.
7. Ms. Gwyneth George, Librarian
of the University of Guyana
Library.
Patrick Chan and Kemahl Khan,
Director and President respectively of
the QCAA Toronto Chapter, made the
presentations individually on behalf of
the Chapter, publisher of the book.
Complimentary copies were also
given by Patrick to former QC
Headmaster, Clarence Trotz, one of the
contributors to the book and who now
resides in Canada, and to Professor
Clement Sankat, QC alumnus and
Principal of the St.Augustine
(Trinidad) Campus of UWI.
QC alumnus Frank Birbalsingh’s
review of the revised edition can be
found on page 19.
ARK
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What a
REUNION!
I

t was a QC reunion that was considered one of the most successful
by the majority of the overseas
and local alumni, numbering close to
200 in attendance. The efficient planning of the event and its effective
implementation by Vic Insanally and
his team comprising Laurie “Trinculo”
Lewis, John “Fishy” Yates, Terry
Holder, QC-OSA, and members of
Vic’s business staff, resulted in a most
satisfying and memorable experience
being had by all during the week of
October 26th to November 1st.
From the airport welcome and registration of alumni to the farewell event
at Thirst Park, all the arrangements
went off very smoothly and without
any noticeable glitches. The week of
activities that were well selected were
highlighted by the Grand Assembly at
QC and the lunch that followed on the
School’s premises, and the nostalgic
“Prefects Ball”. The opportunity for
great camaraderie and socialization
among alumni was also provided at the
Welcome Cocktail and the Tuck Shop
Lime where sumptuous refreshments
and Guyanese cuisine, including a
sampling of wild meat, were enjoyed.
So was the duck curry Brunch that was
held at the Diamond Club of DDL
where the wonders of karaoke afforded
alumni and guests the chance to display their vocal talents.
Alumni and their friends also used
the occasion of the reunion to journey
to GUYSUCO’S modernized Skeldon
sugar factory on the Corentyne- reputed to be the most modern in the
Caribbean. The journey provided for
many a much-anticipated first crossing
of the recently completed Berbice
River Bridge. An adventurous, relaxing
and enjoyable time was had by those

October 2009, Guyana

Toronto President Kemahl Khan with QC Senior Prefect Yana- Marisa Edwards following the Grand Assembly.

who went on the trip to Hurakabra
River Resort on the Essequibo Coast
on the first day of the week’s programme.
It was very encouraging to see the
Principal of QC, Ms. Freidel Isaacs,
and other staff members as well as
selected students participating in most
of the events, particularly the students
who were given the opportunity to
interact with the local and overseas
alumni. The experience would
undoubtedly have raised among the
students awareness of the existence of
the various alumni associations and the
contributions these associations were
making to the School.
What must have been the most nostalgic experience during the week of
activities was the tour of the School
following the Grand Assembly where
alumni not only had a first-hand look at
the physical facilities but also interacted with the students, thus fostering further the bond between alumnus and the
School. It is hoped that the reinforcement of this bond would see a resurThe Scribbler – January 2010 Edition

gence of proactive interest by alumni
in their various chapters, thus keeping
the chapters alive and vibrant in their
quest to provide an ideal suitable learning and social environment at the alma
mater so that its students can continue
to maintain the standards of excellence
for which it is renowned both in
Guyana and the Caribbean.
A contingent of 13 of its members,
some of whom were accompanied by
their wives, represented the Toronto
Chapter at the reunion and had no
regrets for having made the trip.
Let us hope that the momentum
gained from this reunion will carry forward to the “Fireworks in Queens
Gala” fundraiser which will be held in
Queens, New York on July 4, 2010,
and result in a huge turnout of our
alumni and their guests ensuring the
success of this event.
ARK

9

2009 ICQC ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
A

t the Annual Business Meeting of the QCAA
International Committee hosted by QC-OSA at the
Police Officers’ Mess in Guyana on October 27th and
chaired by QC-OSA’s President, Neville Burke, delegates
discussed several items that included a report by Ms.Freidel
Isaacs, the current Principal of Q.C., and the list of needs
requiring assistance from QCAA and its constituent
Chapters.
The Principal’s Report on conditions at the School followed by the Deputy Principal’s outline of the School’s curriculum generated very lengthy discussions among the
ICQC Executive, official delegates and alumni in attendance. Concerns were raised about the limited extracurricular activities at the School probably caused by students
doing too many subjects at the CXC CSEC level; that students instead of teachers were reportedly having to organize
extracurricular activities; and the contentious issue of late
report cards. In response Ms. Isaacs pointed out that students were currently taking an average of 10 subjects; that 8
games periods each were assigned to forms 1 to 3, affirming
that a rounded education at QC was still the no.1 priority;
and that late reports were partially the result of QC having
to do a large volume of paperwork not required to be done
by all other schools. However, she then went on to note that
salaries were withheld as a punitive measure for the first
time at the end of the preceding term from those teachers
who did not meet the deadlines for submission of reports.
On the subject of the administration of the School, the
Principal stated that administration was based on the
Government’s policy as set by Parliament and the Ministry
of Education, pointing out that the QC Board of Governors
was responsible for the implementation of policy.
Invitee Ms. Sonia Roberts, President of the QC PTA,
addressed, inter alia, the issue of late reports which the PTA
considered totally unacceptable and which they have been
trying to rectify by various methods but without success. On
the question of a needs list, she pointed out that the PTA had
received information from time to time but that such information was not properly documented. , and that efforts to
obtain a proper list or lists were to no avail. This issue was
the subject of prolonged discussions, quite testy at times. It
was suggested that ICQC work with the current list that was
approved by the Board and signed by Laurie Lewis, the
Board Chairman, with a view to narrowing it down to essential needs.
In response to a question on urgently required assistance,
the Principal listed a generator, printers, and P.A. equipment. Alfred Granger of the New York Chapter reported
that, following discussions with the Principal, the Chapter
was considering funding 2 computers and 2 filing cabinets
for the staff room; AC equipment for the exams coordina10

Ready for the Welcome Cocktail at the Georgetown Club following the day’s meeting.

tor’s room; 4 colour printers for the computer lab; and a P.A.
system and fans for the auditorium. Regarding the auditorium, the Principal in her Report had also called for a physical extension and more chairs to accommodate the growing
student population and for the completion of the stage with
proper theatrical features. The disclosure by Alfred Granger
prompted a heated discussion about the need among the
Chapters for better coordination of funding based on a more
comprehensive plan and the importance of the role of ICQC
in this process.
Other Agenda items included:
1. The annual report of the outgoing ICQC’s President,
Desmond Lee-Own, and those of the various Chapters
presented by their respective presidents;
2. The proposal for a QC Work Experience Project
3. The proposed Mentoring Programme for QC;
4. A Provident Section of ICQC;
5. The Alumni Room at QC;
6. History of QC DVD; and
7. The 2010 fundraiser in New York - “Fireworks in
Queens “.
Discussion was deferred on 2 and 3 owing to the absence of
Esmonde Klass and Gordon Wilson, respective promoters of
the projects. Re item 4, it was agreed that Laurie Lewis,
whose idea it was, should draft a detailed proposal to be circulated by ICQC for further discussion by the Chapters.
Plans for the establishment of an Alumni Room at Q.C., the
production of the history DVD and “Fireworks in Queens”
are going ahead.
The ICQC Executive for 2009/2010 are:
President - Neville Burke of the Guyana Chapter.
Executive Secretary – Lloyd Houston of the Florida (South)
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Chapter
Deputy Executive Secretary – Kemahl
Khan of the Toronto Chapter
Recording Secretary – Jeffrey Layne of
the New York Chapter
Fundraising Coordinator – Alfred
Granger of the New York Chapter
2010 ICQC ABM
The venue for the next ABM will be
New York, unanimously agreed upon
to coincide with the gala fundraising
event, “Fireworks in Queens” – the
brainchild of Dr. Wilton Nedd of
Washington - which has been fixed for
July 4, 2010. Funds realized from this
event will go towards the financing of
the construction of a new playing field
pavilion.
Extensive publicity of the event,
involving the various Chapters, will be
launched to ensure its success.
Donations
David Singh was afforded the opportunity to present to QC-OSA a donation
of US $500.00 on behalf of the Toronto
Chapter as well as his personal donation of US $150.00, both of which are
to assist with the funding of QC-OSA’s
Special Awardees Programme.
Delegates and others present
enjoyed the sumptuous buffet lunch at
the Police Officers’ Mess during the
recess which was delayed as a result of
the lengthy discussion period that preceded it. With the meeting finally ending around 6.30 p.m., attendees hurriedly set off to get ready for the
Welcome Cocktail at the Georgetown
Club later that evening.
ARK
Editor’s Note: The foregoing Report is
based, for the most part, on the draft
notes of the meeting that were taken by
Sharon
Singh-Kreuter,
current
Secretary of QC-OSA, who was coopted to do so in the unavoidable
absence of the outgoing ICQC
Recording Secretary, Leyland Muss.
The draft notes are subject to corrections.


Update

T

he Backpack Project is a nonprofit initiative aimed at alleviating poverty in Guyana
through the shipment of pre-packaged
backpacks of school and personal supplies to deserving students. In August
2009, the Queen’s College Alumni
Association’s
(QCAA)
Toronto
Chapter collaborated with the Guyana
Queen’s College Old Students
Association and successfully implemented the Backpack Project’s pilot
project, which entailed the shipment of
5 backpacks to 5 deserving Queen’s
College students. The students, identified by the Queen’s College Special
Awardees Program, received the backpacks in a private ceremony held in the
Principal’s office in September 2009.
The Toronto Chapter has agreed to
become annual contributors to The
Backpack Project, donating 5 backpacks yearly to deserving students at
our alma mater. In the spirit of giving,
the first 5 QC recipients were also sent
last month Christmas presents donated
by the Chapter.
In October 2009, upon completion
of the pilot project, The Backpack
Project was registered as a not-forprofit corporation in Canada and is
now officially The Backpack Project
International Program. It is also a registered not-for-profit corporation in
Trinidad and Tobago, where it goes by
the name The Backpack Project, under
the management of co-founder
Michelle Kandasammy.
Several individuals and groups have
indicated their interest in contributing
to The Backpack Project since its commencement in 2008. One such individual is a University of Toronto student
and TD Bank employee, Ophelia
Leung, who has not only become
involved, but has also involved her TD
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Branch in the Yonge/Sheppard Centre
in Toronto. As of October 2009, with
her branch manager’s approval, donation bins were set up at this TD branch,
in which employees contribute stationery supplies and books to The
Backpack Project. This branch also
donated 110 TD highlighter pens.
Other TD branches have also indicated
their interest in donating as well as
other Guyanese Alumni Associations
including Tutorial High School’s
Alumni Association of Toronto.
Currently a website is in progress,
which will not only allow online donations, but will also allow interested
individuals to register to volunteer
their time in a suitable capacity, from
fundraising to website maintenance.
The anticipated start date for this website is January 2010. In addition to the
website, we are currently seeking
sponsorship from companies like
Walmart, Shoppers Drug Mart, Staples
Business Depot and Grand and Toy.
In addition to creating a website and
securing sponsorship, plans for 2010
include more fundraising events, the
first of which will be a Valentine’s
event in February. Also, we would like
to make two shipments of backpacks to
Guyana, the first shipment in March
and the second in August. However, in
the meantime, you can contact me for
more information on how you can
donate to the Backpack Project.
As you reflect on the year just ended
and give thanks for all your blessings,
we urge you to remember those less
fortunate children and look forward to
your generous support in 2010.
Melissa Enmore
Coordinator
The Backpack Project Intl.Program
(647)-207-6355
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Literary Event
highlights Young Performers

Peter Bhola, the event’s host, welcoming the attendees. and
introducing participants.

he Queen’s College of Guyana Alumni Association’s
Toronto Chapter held its annual Literary and Cultural
Extravaganza on Sunday on November 29th, 2009 at
the Tall Pines Community Centre. The programme, which
comprised Prose, Poetry and Song (which could have been
aptly subtitled “Tapestries of Life“), included excerpts of
works by both established writers and representatives of the
younger generation as they recounted life experiences in traditional and contemporary art form and song.
The afternoon’s proceedings commenced with Peter Bhola,
the event’s host, welcoming the attendees and introducing
one of the younger talents, Michael Grandsoult, who just
recently completed his solo CD Mike Check. Not only did
this young man’s energetic performance of R.A.P., rhythm
and poetry, incorporate the hip hop art form, but also in so
doing, it took us back to the motherland, Guyana. Michael
often made reference to his dual heritage, describing himself
as a Guyanese- blooded Canadian, a GBC, a concept to which
most of the audience could relate. In closing, Michael performed a very touching piece dedicated to a friend whom he
lost to suicide, in which he urged us to not only cherish our
heritage, but also our loved ones.
Poet and author Janet Naidu, known for her poems with
themes of migration, exile, settlement and identity, graced the
stage. In her nostalgic poetry she addressed her sustained
connection to Guyana despite her immigration to Canada in
her description of the 1970’s Toronto blues. Nature played a
pertinent role in her poetry, as it was used to provide both
vivid imagery in the poems like ‘A Passage in the Wind’ and

T
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‘Downpour Overnight’, as well as used metaphorically to
represent the movement involved in migration.
‘Ambivalence’, one of the poems from her new book, Sacred
Sounds, took us back to Guyana’s beautiful shores, as Janet
described the “unstoppable Demerara, you carry me from
shore to shore.”
Khalleel Mohamed, associate member of the Toronto
Chapter and author of the books A Tapestry of Life, an adult
fiction featuring four short stories set in Jamaica and Guyana,
and Terror Island, a children’s book incorporated in the
school curriculum in schools in Alberta, Canada, shared
excerpts which were as humourous as they were serious. His
rich descriptions helped to bring his stories to life, as he told
the love story of a Jamaican couple who had the love bug in
A Tapestry of Life. The audience was roaring with laughter as
he told Brother Malcolm’s story of how Jonah swallowed the
whale, and kept them on the edge of their seats as Khalleel,
who is the process of completing his third book set in the
Middle East, read the story of the kidnappers in Terror Island.
The opportunity was taken to introduce to the audience the
revised edition of N.E. Cameron’s A History of the Queen’s
College of British Guiana .The Toronto Chapter’s Patrick
Chan, publisher of the revised edition, told of the several
years of painstaking work that was involved in revising the
original book. He acknowledged the contributions made to
the revised edition by Dr.Joycelynne Loncke of the
University of Guyana, Clarence Trotz, alumnus and former
Headmaster of QC, Ian Wishart of the U.K. Chapter of
QCAA, and by Vivian Wong and N.P. Chan, both of the

Multi-talented artist Michael Grandsoult wowing the audience
with his Hip Hop poetry.
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Eclectic songstress Tanesha Jones displaying her vocal talent.

Toronto Chapter. He also gave a brief profile of N.E.Cameron
and recounted some of Cameron’s accomplishments as an
educator, writer and social commentator.
During the intermission guests were entertained with light
refreshments and jokes spontaneously given by Audrick
Chung, an alumnus we can always count on to put a smile on
our faces. In addition, authors’ works and CDs that were on
display were sold to audience members who seized the opportunity to purchase quality items.
The event resumed with Leviathan, a young poet who represented Toronto in poetry competitions both locally and
internationally, reciting pieces from his new album Runnin:
Survival Series Part 1, which were as stimulating as they
were entertaining. In his first piece, ‘Cars’, Leviathan alluded to the greed of early European settlers and their marginalization of the Native Indians through his tantalizing word
plays. His unique style and rapid rhythmic flow shifted to a
soothing decrescendo in his second piece, ‘The Most
Fascinating Woman in the World’, where he exquisitely
described this woman who he then revealed was every
woman within his hearing. He ended his performance with
the piece ‘Water’, which took us back to our homeland
Guyana, “Land of Many Waters.”
Author Richard Moriah recounted fond memories of his
childhood as he shared excerpts from his book Moriah’s
Journey. His recollection of his youth, included his playing
sports like cricket and football, playing with marbles and
sling shots, and eager anticipation of sports seasons at Bourda
Cricket Ground, as well as his not so fond memories of ‘the
rod of correction.’ However, in addition to the innocence of
his youth, he told of how quickly this innocence came to a
halt in the early 1960’s with the racial wars, looting, a sad
reality that we Guyanese are all too familiar with. Then he
recalled his first experiences with Canada’s winter and his
first “female” winter coat, a light- hearted moment that the
audience quite enjoyed.
Rudy Gafur, another associate member and author, shared
excerpts from his autobiographical book, Landed Immigrant,
Eh! The Making of a Candaian, discussing his journey to

Canada, with an emphasis on the ups and downs with immigration and emigration. He shared not only the impact of
these struggles on his life, but also on that of his family, with
the message for the audience that courage, determination,
hard work and strong family ties were values instilled in him
which helped him through his difficult times, values with
which we Guyanese have come to be associated.
Tanesha Jones, a young, eclectic songstress, who describes
herself as the personification of soul and sass, concluded the
event on a high note with her soothing renditions of Ella
Fitzgerald’s Stairway to the Stars, Allanis Morisette’s Ironic
and Bob Marley’s Redemption Song. Tanesha’s talent was
demonstrated not only in her vocal ability, but also in her
choice of songs which spanned 3 genres of music, jazz and
blues, pop and reggae. Her soulful melodies lifted our spirits, while taking us on a journey through time from the big
band era of the 1930’s to our 1970’s Caribbean roots.
In his closing remarks Kemahl Khan, President of the
Toronto Chapter, thanked all those who contributed to the
staging of the event, especially Peter Bhola, Executive
Committee member, who had put together a well-conceived
program which he smoothly managed as Master of
Ceremonies. The President also expressed gratitude to the
guests for their support of the event and hoped that they
would continue to support the Chapter’s activities, both
fundraising and non-fundraising, pointing out that their sup-

Associate Member Khalleel Mohamed’s story-telling had the
audience roaring with laughter.

port over the years has helped the students of Queen’s
College which maintains its status as the leading secondary
school in Guyana and one of the top schools in the Caribbean.
Overall, the event was successful, with the audience of
alumni, friends and supporters numbering over 50 being treated to a collection of varied, informative and at times
humourous material which was well received and held their
undivided attention throughout the afternoon’s proceedings.
It is with great anticipation that we look forward to our next
Literary event. Forthcoming events may be viewed at the
Chapter’s website at www.qcalumnitoronto.com.
Melissa Enmore
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I

t was a splendid affair! The night
was cold and there was a bit of
snow on the ground. But this was
not enough to deter some 450+ persons
from attending the annual QC /
Bishops 12th Night Dance at 7755
Bayview Avenue, Thornhill, Toronto
on Saturday, January 9.
QC and Bishops have been hosting
this event for over 10 years and it
keeps getting better. This time around
the hall was appropriately decorated to
reflect the “Gardens” theme.

The event was scheduled to start at
8 p.m but guests began arriving well
before then. They danced the night
away till 2 a.m to the music of Victor
Shim and the Surefire band and DJ
Jones. This could in part be attributed
to the tasty and filling Guyanese cuisine and reasonably priced drinks. One
guest remarked – “this crowd makes it
easy for the DJ. They are dancing to
every song”.
We at Toronto QCAA wish to
express our thanks to the planning

team from Bishops who performed
over and beyond the call of duty. We
would be remiss if we did not mention
the yeoman effort from our “point
man”, Audrick Chung (Toronto QCAA
Vice President of Programs).
Finally, our gratitude to the attendees and other supporters. Without
you, this write-up would certainly have
taken a different slant.



Victor Moses

HAVE YOU RENEWED OR TAKEN OUT MEMBERSHIP?
The Toronto Chapter‘s 2010/11 financial year begins on
February 1st.
Members are reminded to pay their annual subscription of $25.00 before the April 2010
annual general meeting by completing the
membership form available on our website www.qcalumnitoronto.com and sending it with their payment to the P.O. Box
address on the form.

along with the funds that are raised by some of our annual events, helps in meeting our expenses with respect
to donations to our alma mater, our website
domain and space, the webmaster’s fee for
maintaining the site, the production of our
newsletter, The Scribbler, the Lynette
Dolphin Memorial Scholarship awards,
and our non-fundraisers like our AGM,
Appreciation and Literary events.

RENEW
NOW!

Our paid-up members in Canada number about
40 out of approximately 400 alumni listed in our
database. We need to improve this situation. Our aim is to
increase our paid-up membership to a more realistic level
and therefore we appeal to those who have not yet taken
out financial membership of our Chapter to do so.

Your membership and payments will therefore
be most appreciated. A specimen of the membership form can be found on page 20.
Kemahl Khan
President
QCAA (Toronto)

The annual membership fee adds to our finances and,
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In this group photo Kemahl Khan shows a cheque donated to the Toronto Chapter by Michael Wishart (centre).

ast September Michael Wishart,
a U.K.-based QC alumnus, paid
a visit to Toronto. On learning
of this, some members of the Toronto
Chapter, other alumni and friends got
together and entertained him at a
luncheon at the Scarlet Ibis restaurant
in Scarborough. The occasion afforded
the opportunity for a bit of socializing
and “ole” talk with people that he had
not seen or heard from for many years.
In attendance were about twenty+
persons that included alumni from his
years at QC, some “younger” ones
from the Toronto Chapter, several of
his friends, and a few Saints’ alumni.
While and after participating in a
sumptuous Guyanese cuisine in a most
convivial atmosphere, Michael held
the spotlight as he recounted in his

L

infectious style anecdotes from his QC
days. He imitated, to the delight of all,
the unforgettable phrases and gestures
of some of the popular masters like
Nebu, Chuni and Yango on those occasions when they addressed the class or
individual students.
In a brief ceremony, Michael made
a donation of CAN$250 to the Toronto
Chapter and was accorded the status of
Life Member of the Chapter. The
Chapter in turn presented him with
gifts of a golf shirt with the QC crest
and a QC pin in appreciation of his
donation and as a memento of his visit.
When it was over, we all left feeling
satisfied that we had taken the opportunity to entertain a visiting alumnus and
friend and to participate in some memorable and nostalgic moments. In
The Scribbler – January 2010 Edition

expressing his sincere appreciation and
warmest thanks, Michael later wrote
“It was an afternoon to remember, and
the arrangements were superb: I have
been greatly honoured and refreshed”
Kenneth Michael Gordon Wishart,
MA (London), attended QC from
1952/53 to 1959 and was a member of
Austin “C” House. He was made a
Prefect in 1958 and was the Editor of
the 1957/58 School Magazine.

ARK & Victor Moses
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THE

MAGNIFICENT

SEVENTEEN!
Q. C. Class 1D (1968-73)
nce again they stood tall, they
stood proud, and they stood
bound as they had been, some
40 years prior…The Magnificent
Seventeen!
It was a Magical 40th Year Reunion
held in Florida which was hosted by
David Ramprasad, who was ably assisted by co-host Sieyf Shahabuddeen
It was indeed a unique and historical
gathering of souls! Who would have
thought 40 years ago that such a
Reunion would occur? Who would
have surmised that South Florida
would become the ‘Umana Yana’ that
first weekend of November 2008 for
seventeen Q. C. classmates, who from
1968 through 1973 roamed the same
classrooms and studied the same les- Front Row (L-R): P. Bradshaw, K. Masih-Das, T. Banarsee, D. Ramprasad, O.
Williams, N. Gonsalves, S. Shameem, G. Sankar, D. Pollard. Back Row (L-R): K.
sons, but then tangentially dispersed for Persaud, C. Harris, N. Smith, S. Westmaas, F. Mohamed, P. Kersten, J. Beck, S.
the lion’s share of 40 years? It was a Shahabuddeen.
happening! High quality time together
once again became a reality as many had not seen or heard letting loose the race riots that has scarred the social
from many, for as many as 36 years... the clock rolled back- fabric of the American nation…..
wards and time stood still…for days!!!! The numerous When in a California Hotel, jubilation was turned to
exchanges of greetings and gifts were warm, sincere, and tragedy as RFK in seeking to emulate his older sibling
overdue. The Reunion experience was all it was expected JFK was gunned down by Sirhan B. Sirhan.
That year’s summer Olympics in Mexico was immortalto be… euphoric, rewarding, fulfilling, and then some!
ized by the Black Power salute of Tommie Smith and
John Carlos on the victor’s podium that overshadowed
In its afterglow, Joslyn Oliver Beck wrote:
the 5000m Gold of Tunisia’s Mohamed Gammoudi.
The year that ended the run began by Sir Frank Worrell
ERE
in “63, on that Port of Spain afternoon, as England won
in the fourth innings after the now infamous 2nd innings
Ere ‘twas Independence two years removed
declaration of Gary Sobers overshadowing a century by
In a year that the Cold War was highlighted
the great Baboolal and a five wicket haul by occasional
with the seizure of the USN Pueblo and its crew of 83
leg spinner Basil Butcher, two parts of the Berbician trio
by the North Korean Navy.
on the WI team.
In Vietnam, the annual military campaign of the North
Vietnam/Vietcong that became known as the Tet Offensive
When on that September morn twenty seven boys from the
The My Lai massacre by Lt William Calley and his
Corentyne, Essequibo, East Coast, & East Bank
patrol.
Demerara and the central point in between –
The quietening of that great civil rights voice
Georgetown..
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. by an assassin’s bullet

O
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From homes that reflected the social spectrum, from parents who again dotted various points on the economic
scale.
Loggers, Mechanics, Artists, Civil Servants,
Headmasters, Lawyers, Store/Shop Owners, Architects,
Canvassers, University Lecturers, Judges, etc.
From complete and single parent homes. Chosen by our
performance, to receive the best Secondary Education
our nation had to offer, began our journey in those hallowed halls of Guyanese Academia…….
Queen’s College
Three would be added to our score as we welcomed them
from the hinterland Paramakatoi, from various points on
the globe with last known Malawi, and a returning
Jamaican transplant.
Side by side we sat in order alphabetical, with some letters triplicated and others missing from A - Z.
We played, we studied, we matured, always some more
than the others.
We endured the variety of Masters and Mistresses, who
tried with varying degrees of success to inculcate in us a
modicum of relevant education. Some to this day have
made lasting impacts on our lives.
As we became teenagers, a few settled, some even took
the Chemistry lab equipment with them everywhere
(Bunsen Burners).
A few were more adept at buckling down to the task
aforehand.
As the Independence euphoria evaporated and the
impending forecasted gloom of Republicanism took root,
some parents moved on as their global labor skills and
qualifications permitted them.
Then came the time of reckoning, when we were again
graded on our receipt of subject knowledge within the
preceding five educational years. Suffice it to say that the
overseas Pharaohs certainly did not know many of the
local Moses and those that had maturedly studied continued the educational journey.
We said no goodbyes as we parted and that fateful June
saw a diaspora that eventually took us away from the
land of our birth.
One can hardly believe that forty years after that
September morn most of us would assemble this time on a
November morn in a land far removed from our original
point.
We came from scones & tea, from the land of Caribana,
from the Commonwealth of the Caribbean, from various
parts of the Sea to Shining Sea, to meet with the last
native standing –the roving Patomonic Ambassador

We met to celebrate our various journeys in Life, we met
to reacquaint ourselves with the ageing replicas of those
long lost years.
The joy of recognition was mirrored on each face as we
greeted each other and evidenced our paparazzi skills.
Despite our diverse qualifications and achievements,
there remains a core sense of brotherhood never revealed
before (we had kept it locked inside as if it were a crime
to reveal)
Along the way we lost one of our members (RT) and
many of us have been touched by death, the most sure
finality of life as we know it (Storm).
It was a time too long in the making and too short in the
experience, but like all the things refreshing and catalytic
We must descend from the mountain top
we cannot spend too much time imbibing, less surfeiting
we become redundant and lose our thirst for contributory
things, for things that demand our excellence.
We left motivated to seek each other out, to keep in touch
emboldened to be FIDELES, UBIQUE, UTILES.
- Joslyn O. Beck S. Shahabuddeen concluded: “a smashing and unqualified
success…. this watershed event.”
D. Pollard reflected: “our reunion weekend was a real
‘grounding’ (Dr. W. Rodney)…....I’ve got a band of brothers…”
Highlights of this Historic Reunion Weekend included:
(1) Saturday Reception Buffet Dinner & Dance; (2) Live
on Stage performance by Guyana’s one and only Winston
‘Telstar’ Duggin; (3) Prayers representing the three major
Religions; (4) Sunday Retreat Luncheon; (5) Individual
Presentation Sessions; (6) Table Tennis & Cricket; (7) Q.
C. Magazine Displays / Visuals (1968 – 1976); (8) Special
Awards prepared by S. Shameem for Host, Co- Host, and
‘Kapong’; (9) A Commemorative DVD that was compiled
and tastefully blended with twenty-two ‘Reunion Song
Selections’ by co-host S. Shahabuddeen, for Classmates to
cherish.
Submitted by
David Ramprasad
Attended Q.C. 1968~1976
Woolley “H” House
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REMEMBERING OUR TEACHERS
The Eminent Botanist
Still living in Cape Cod
By ‘Bas

I

t was indeed a
privilege to have
been taught by Dr.
Howard Samuel Irwin,
the eminent botanist,
during his tenure at
Queen’s. He was an
excellent teacher, but much to my
regret, I did not benefit from his
expertise to the full extent.
Dr. Irwin was our Form Master in
the fifth (1955). He came to Q.C. in
1952, under the auspices of the
Fulbright Program to teach Biology
and remained with us until 1956. He
and his family occupied one of the
houses in the QC compound which
were provided for the teaching staff,
and he drove a Morris Minor.
The Fulbright Program provides
grants for educators, graduate students,
professionals and scholars. It was
founded by James William Fulbright
(April 9, 1905 – February 9, 1995). He

was a United States Senator who represented Arkansas from 1945 to 1975. It
is one of the most prestigious awards
programs in the world, operating in
144 countries, with 51 commissions.
More Fulbright alumni have won
Nobel Prizes than those of any other
academic program, including two in
2002, for a total of 48.
Some years following his assignment at QC, Dr. Irwin graduated from
the University of Texas in Austin, turning his attention back to New York
Botanical Garden in the Bronx, a
world center of neo-tropical plant
exploration. He retired from the landscaping business in the early nineties,
having taken up the task of revising
America’s Garden Book. After retiring
from the publishing world in 1993, Dr.
Irwin ended up volunteering for
numerous committees and boards in
Truro, Massachusetts, where he and his
wife, Anne, moved full-time in 1991.

He also wrote a weekly gardening column for the Provincetown Banner from
1995 to 2007. Dr. and Mrs. Irwin are
still living in Cape Cod.
Abbas Edun
Attended Q.C. 1949-1957
Austin “C” and Woolley “H” Houses.
Editor’s Note: Abbas Edun is writing
articles for “Bee Culture”, the magazine of American Beekeeping, and Dr.
Irwin is making suggestions for the
amelioration of those articles. I cannot
understand why Abbas is still in touch
with a teacher who gave him a bad
report in Biology. However, Abbas’
knowledge of Botany has improved
beyond recognition over the last half
century, attributed no doubt to his continuing close association with the eminent botanist!


My Favourite Teacher

A

lthough you could not get me
to admit that back then, she
was my favourite teacher. I’m
pretty sure that I wasn’t the only student who was intimidated by her presence, but I can only speak for myself
when I say that I’m glad I was.
From the very first day that Mrs.
Clare Blake, my Form 1D English
teacher walked into the classroom, I
knew that she was a woman to be taken
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seriously. Her presence commanded
much respect and attention and she
demanded the very best from each of
her students. She taught us by example
to take pride in our appearance, as she
was always fashionably colour- coordinated, and carried herself with such
style and grace. Although she was
intimidating at times, she was my
favourite teacher who stood out not
only because of her very structured lesson plans which made classes enjoyThe Scribbler – January 2010 Edition

able, but also because she cared deeply
about her students.
Who would have thought that learning about literary devices could actually be enjoyable? Not only did she
bring literature to life, but Mrs. Blake
did so in the most creative of ways. In
fact, I can still remember her classes
very vividly, specifically our dramatization of A Cow Called Boy.
My
vocabulary expanded and my imagination was tossed into overdrive as I

eagerly completed all the readings so
that I could participate in class discussions when called upon. However,
after every test or paper I submitted,
there was always the same comment,
“read more widely.” I almost dreaded
going home to my parents who would
ask me about the comments I received
from Mrs. Blake, as my dad would
mockingly ask if anything had
changed. Oddly enough, it is only until
I became an adult that I realized the
importance of reading widely with
benefits ranging from being able to
converse with clients to simply becom-

ing a well-informed, well-rounded
individual. Reading widely increases
your knowledge and knowledge is
power – she taught me to be powerful.
However, one thing that always
remained with me was the fact that
Mrs. Blake not only ensured that we
excelled academically, but she was
always outside cheering us on every
sports day, encouraging us to join the
school choir, to participate in poetry
competitions, all of which contributed
to my subsequent love of sports and the
arts. She wanted her students to develop into well- rounded individuals.

Reflecting on my days at Queen’s
College, I realize that at a very tender
age I not only learned the fundamentals
of the English language, but also the
fundamentals of womanhood: a loving
heart, a strong mind and a good character complemented by style and grace,
taught through the direct modeling of
Mrs. Clare Blake.
Melissa Enmore
Attended Q.C. 1995-1997
Percival “A” House



BOOK REVIEW
N. E. Cameron, A History of the
Queen’s College of British Guiana
(Guyana),
Toronto,
Vantage
Systems, Second Edition, 2009, pp.
143. ISBN 978-0-9696531-1-1-0

T

he first edition of A History of
the Queen’s College of British
Guiana, written by Norman E.
Cameron (1903-1983), appeared in
1951, and was printed in Georgetown,
British Guiana (now Guyana) by F.A.
Persick Ltd. Cameron, who won the
Guiana Scholarship in 1921, gained an
M.A. degree from Cambridge
University where he specialized in
mathematics. He first taught at his own
school – The Guyanese Academy –
from 1926 to 1934, before becoming
Senior Master at Queen’s College (QC)
from 1934 to 1958, and Deputy
Principal from 1958 to 1962. He also
served as Professor Emeritus of mathematics at the University of Guyana
from 1968.
In his History, Cameron maps out
the historical development of QC with
chronological precision, relying on
crisp, short chapters often with many
sub-headings, and a multitude of facts,
figures, lists and sometimes lengthy
quotations that make for a graphic
presentation with a distinctly docu-

Dr. Frank Birbalsingh, Ph.D

mentary appeal. His style is somewhat
staid and steady, even earthbound, but
eloquent enough for its chief purpose:
unearthing important steps in QC’s
development, and highlighting the personalities or achievements of those
connected with the school.
As we learn from Cameron’s
History, on 11th July, 1844, (Anglican)
Bishop William Piercy Austin held an
Inaugural Meeting to discuss his idea
of a new school that would keep: “the
children of the more wealthy [English
residents] in the colony [British
Guiana] for a longer period” (p.2) in
The Scribbler – January 2010 Edition

order to encourage patriotism for
Guyana in them before they left for
further education in Britain. Then, on
5th August, Queen’s College Grammar
School, as the school was first known,
opened its doors to fifteen students
under two tutors in the old Colony
House, near what was then the Victoria
Law courts. It was a fee-paying church
(Anglican) school with a curriculum
consisting
of
Greek,
Latin,
Mathematics, History, Geography,
Writing and Arithmetic.
By 1875 when its enrollment had
reached thirty-five, QC took a major
step in shedding its church affiliation
and becoming a Government institution. There were still two Departments,
“Modern” and “Classical,” but a wider
number of subjects: Reading, Writing
including Dictation, English Grammar,
Arithmetic, Algebra, Euclid, English
History, Geography, Latin, Classics
and French. Exley Percival (1848 –
1893), the first Principal after QC
became a Government institution, is
still the second longest-serving in that
position: from 1877 to 1893. As a mark
of his formative influence, not only
was a school “House” named for him,
but QC boys: “provided an inscribed
granite slab for his tomb in Le Repentir
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Cemetery.” (p.37)
With typical diligence, Cameron
records details (with accompanying
photographs) of QC’s main premises
from 1854 to 1918, and later at
Brickdam from 1918 to 1951, and
Thomas Lands from 1951. Nor does he
forget the growth of the school in numbers and influence; academic awards
and scholarships won by QC students,
for instance, the Gilchrist Scholarship
that lasted from 1871 to 1888; the better known Guyana Scholarship which
started in 1882; and myriad extra-curricular activities stretching from drama
and the choir to the Cadet Corps,
formed in 1889, the scout troop, and
numerous sports from athletics to soccer, cricket, hockey and much else.
In addition, the 2009 edition
includes
an
Appendix
with
“Reminiscences – My Recollections of
QC (1945-1980)” by Clarence Trotz, a
QC student from 1945, Master from
1957, and Principal from 1975 to 1980.
Trotz updates Cameron’s History
beginning with the retirement of
Captain Howard Nobbs as Principal in
1952 (Nobbs’s term began in 1931)
and his replacement by V.J.SangerDavies who initiated changes such as
the admission of students from other
schools to study science that was
unavailable in their former schools. By
1962, however, when Sanger-Davies
retired, he was replaced as Principal by
a Guyanese, Doodnauth Hetram, ending the one hundred-and-eighteenyear-old practice of foreign-appointed
Principals, in the same way that Frank
Worrell’s appointment in 1960 ended
the time-honoured practice of appointing only Whites as West Indian cricket
captains.
This colonial practice had served
QC well, after all, and it was perhaps
fitting that, as the leading secondary
school in the nation, QC should reflect
a Caribbean-wide transformation from
colonial tutelage to national selfesteem, later to be confirmed by
Independence itself, in Guyana, in
1966. Hetram served as principal from
1963 to 1969, and was succeeded by
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Clement Yhap (1969 -1971), Morrison
Lowe (1971-1974) and Trotz during
whose tenure, in an equally radical
transformation, female students were
admitted to the school for the first time
in one hundred and thirty years.
In addition to Norman Cameron,
who deserves to be forever honoured
for his selfless labour of love in recording the historic role of QC in Guyanese
education, we must also thank contributors to the 2009 edition: Dr.
Joycelynne Loncke for her “Professor
Norman E. Cameron: Biographical
Notes;” Clarence Trotz for his judicious update that ensures continuity for
Cameron’s pioneering work; Patrick
Chan for his informative “Reflections
of an Alumnus (1954 -1961);”C.I.C.
Wishart for his review “The Queen’s
College of Guyana Association (UK)”;
and The Illustrated London News
(1963) for an article “Queen’s College,
The Buildings and Activities at this
Multi-Racial School,” reprinted by
paid permission along with photographs. The Appendix also contains a
list of Guyana Scholars (1882-1990).
None of this, all the same, would have
been possible without the inspired initiative of members of the Queen’s
College Alumni Association (Toronto)
who orchestrated the entire 2009
updated edition of Cameron’s volume,
including photographs.
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Unless I am greatly mistaken, the
first edition of this volume was
launched at QC in 1951, when I believe
I heard Captain Nobbs begin with the
opening line of his Foreword: “Mr.
Cameron, the indefatigable worker that
he is…..” “Indefatigable” was a new
word for me; nor was it the only thing
that I learned in my seven years at
Queen’s. That is why, for me at least,
the word vindicates our school motto
of boundless loyalty and service FIDELES UBIQUE UTILES – so eloquently proclaimed in the writing of
Norman Cameron.
Dr. Frank Birbalsingh
Ph.D (London)
Editor’s Note: This article, which first
appeared in the local Indo Caribbean
World newspaper of November 11,
2009, has been republished with the
kind permission of the author who is an
alumnus of Queen’s College. Frank
attended QC from 1949 to 1956 and
was a member of Raleigh “B’ House.
He taught briefly at QC from 1961 to
1962. He was a former Professor of
English at York University and was
Senior Scholar and Professor Emeritus
in the University‘s Department of
English. He resides in Toronto.


2009 Reunion in Guyana

Answers to QUIZ

1. False – it was made on the
island of Borselen, about
50 km up the Demerara
River.
Students listening attentively to advice
being given by Joe Butchey following
QC Grand Assembly.

Visiting Fort Island during the trip to
Hurakabra.

Alumni enjoying a gourmet lunch during Hurakabra tour.

2.

Laurens Storm van
Gravesande.

3.

The town of Curiago.

4.

810 species of birds.

5.

66 years.

6.

The Victoria Amazonica
known locally as the
Victoria Regia Lily, named
after Queen Victoria.

7.

The Hoatzin known locally as the Canje Pheasant
because it can be found
throughout the year along
the banks of the Berbice
River and its tributary, the
Canje Creek.

8. It started on August 18,
1823.
9. Janet Naidu.
10. “Sacred Silence”.

(Left to right) Doctors Joe, Maurice and
Ranjit at the QC Grand Assembly.

Toronto Chapter's Johnny Gordon cascading during the Essequibo Coast
Hurakabra Resort trip.
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Saville A. Farley
Attended Q.C . 1952-1959
Austn “C” House & Cunningham
“K” House
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Toronto Chapter Director Vivian Wong
taking time out from his duties at the
2009 Last Lap Lime.

Toronto Chapter Secretary Victor Moses
(left) catching up with former QC Master
Neville K. Robinson at the Lime.

QC Alumnus Barry Wong with daughter
Brianna, one of the many young dancers
who performed at the Lime.

The Toronto Chapter played host last September to QC student Wallisa Roberts (the
2009 top candidate in Guyana at the CXC Caribbean Advanced Proficiency
Examinations) and relatives at the Mandarin Restaurant.

Wallisa proudly wearing a QCAA ball
cap, one of the many gifts she received
from the Toronto Chapter.

Michael Wishart (left) proudly displaying his gift of a QC polo
shirt with Toronto Chapter’s Eden Gajraj (centre) and Leyland
Muss at the luncheon during his visit to Toronto.
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Michael Wishart (right) high-fiving with Frank Bettencourt (left)
with Dudley Chase (centre) enjoying it.
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Toronto Chapter's contingent at October 2009 Reunion
Prefects Ball in Guyana.

Dr. Kemel Gajraj from Jamaica (right) poses with his wife and
Dr. Ranjit Singh (centre) for this memento of the Prefects Ball.

In attendance at the Prefects Ball were
Kemahl of Toronto and Raymond
Jaggernauth of the Florida Chapter.

At the November 29, 2009 Literary
Afternoon, Rudy Gafur recounted his
experiences before coming to Canada..

Jokes time with Audrick Chung at the
controls during the break in the Literary
Afternoon program.

Local poet Leviathan Grant in reflective
mood as he takes us back to Guyana
with his piece entitled Water.

Poet Janet Naidu treated guests at the
Literary Afternoon to a reading from her
first book of poems Winged Heart.

Author Richard Moriah entertaining the
audience with memories from his book,
Moriah’s Journey.
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The 2009 Last Lap Lime stage presented an array of young Guyanese talent including these three dancers from the Tarana
Dance Centre. For more photographs of events covered in this issue and other alumni events, please visit our website at
www.qcalumnitoronto.com
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