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CLICK on MASH 2010 above, published by 

the Government Information Services (GINA) 

for the following: 

Photo Gallery—Mash 2009. 

Updates on Mash 2010. 

Calendar of Events—2010 

 
See also this link from Bryan McIntosh  of 

photos on Mashramani –2010 

"Scenes of Mash 2010" by Bryan Mackintosh      
( Note: These are Facebook links) 

GEORGETOWN GUYANA 
Aerial view <  click here 

You can zoom in and out and move map to the left and right 

as well as up and down.  

Also download the Greater Georgetown Street Map at this 

link. Georgetown Map 

Guyana became Independent on May 26, 

1966.  In February 23, 1970 Guyana became 

the Republic of Guyana. 

Mashramani, often abbreviated to "Mash", 

is an annual festival that celebrates Guyana 

becoming a Republic in 1970. The festival, 

usually held on 23 February – Guyanese 

Republic Day – includes a parade, music, 

games and cooking and is intended to com-

memorate the "Birth of the Republic". 

The word "Mashramani" is derived from an 

Amerindian language and in translation 

means "the celebration of a job well done". It 

is probably the most colourful of all the 

country's festivals. There are spectacular 

costume competitions, float parades, mas-

querade bands, and dancing in the streets to 

the accompaniment of steel drum music and 

calypsos. Masquerades frequent the streets 

performing acrobatic dance routines, a vivid 

reminder of Guyana's African heritage. Ca-

lypso competitions are another integral part 

of "Mash", and this culminates in the corona-

tion of a King or Queen  for the year. 

MASHRAMANI— 40th Anniversary as a Republic 

  MASHRAMANI SONG  
By  “SLINGSHOT 

―WAKE UP GUYANA‖ < click to play 

 

The Ministry of Tourism Queen depicts the “ Six Peoples of Guyana ”  at Mash- 2010 

Masthead Picture 

The Picture above was taken from the Bank of Guy-
ana Building.  It features St. George‘s Cathedral.  

Learn the HISTORY of this famous wooden building 

and see VIEWS of the INTERIOR  here. 

http://www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=389179&id=606035453
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=606035453
http://wikimapia.org/#lat=6.8142848&lon=-58.1637347&z=18&l=0&m=b&v=8
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/map-georgetown.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guyana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guyana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amerindian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steel_drum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_diaspora
http://www.gina.gov.gy/MASH2010/main/index.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EdXVDSrwqOE
http://www.stgeorges.org.gy/history.html
http://www.stgeorges.org.gy/views.html
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It is estimated that over one million Guyanese and their dependents live 

outside of Guyana.  This exceeds the population of Guyana, which is 

about 750,000.   Many left early in the 50's and 60's while others went 

with the next wave in the 70's and 80's.  The latest wave left over the 

last 20 years. This outflow of Guyanese, therefore, covers some three 

generations. 

Guyanese, like most others, try to keep their culture and pass it on to 

their children and grandchildren.  The problem has been that many Guy-

anese have not looked back, or if they did it was only fleetingly.  This 

means that the younger generations and those who left at an early age,  

know very little about Guyana since many have not visited the country.   

Also, if they do get information about Guyana, it is usually negative and 

thus the cycle of non-interest is cultivated. 

This monthly newsletter, and the Guyanese Online Weblog, which con-

nects to it,  aims at bringing Guyanese together to support positive 

news, increase travel  and tourism in  Guyana and, in general,  foster the 

birth of a new and developing Guyana, which has already begun not-

withstanding the negative news that grabs the headlines.   As the editor 

and publisher of these publications,  I am committed to delivering  

Newsletters and Blog entries that are  non-political,  and  focused on the 

positive ideas we wish to share and foster among Guyanese, and the 

friends of Guyana and Guyanese.. 

This Blog will feature information on and from Guyana, especially on 

economic development, technology, education, history, and cultural 

facts and information that younger Guyanese may not be aware of.  It 

will reach Guyanese worldwide who would like to communicate using 

the tools of the information age - electronic newsletters - which are links 

from the newsletter to the Guyanese Online Blog as well as to websites.  

The Weblog will have other news and features that are not in the news-

letter and readers are encouraged to use our Facebook social networking 

site which is now being set up.  We expect our readers to read the con-

tents of our Newsletters and Blogs and correspond between themselves,  

as well as offer their own content and comments. 

We will feature Guyanese Schools and their Alumni, Groups and Asso-

ciations who would like to let others know what they are doing to keep 

the Guyanese culture alive. We want to feature their events and  projects  

within their own communities as well as the projects they have for 

needy institutions in Guyana. Everyone,  especially Associations and 

Groups, are therefore asked to submit articles, announcements and con-

tact information for inclusion in the Newsletter and Weblog.  Our e-mail 

address is: guyananeseonline@gmail.com. 

Please pass on this Weblog address and Newsletter address to your 

friends so that  the readership is expanded with every issue, and e-mail 

us or fill in your name on this Weblog for inclusion in our main e-mail 

database. 

We hope that you enjoy our monthly newsletters and visit our weblog 

at:   www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com. 

  March  2010                                          

Welcome to the Guyanese Online Newsletter 

“Slingshot” was the man of the day as many posed with him and danced 
to his music 

Ministry of Culture (above) and  Carib Beer revelers (below) 

MASHRAMI PARADE 
 February 23, 2010 

Guyanese Celebrating 40 years as a Republic 

By: Cyril Bryan. Editor and Publisher 

 

This is the first issue of the Guyanese Online Newsletter. 

During the last few months the GABI Barbados Newsletter 
was created for that organization.  This newsletter and We-

blog aims to serve all Associations, Groups and people in the 

Guyanese Diaspora who are interested in its services. 

The Prize-winning Banks DIH band of revelers at  MASH-2010  

 Notice to Advertisers 
This newsletter reaches thousands of Guyanese and their friends 

worldwide. If you have a business and would like to advertise your 

company, products or services, just write to us to discuss your  
requirements. E-mail:guyaneseonline@gmail.com 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
mailto:guyananeseonline@gmail.com.
http://www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com.
mailto:mailto:guyaneseonline@gmail.com
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By Leonard Gildarie (Kaieteur News)  February 21, 2010  
 
It had all the looks and glamour of a Las Vegas style-setting and the 

―oohs‖ and ―ahhs‖ of some media workers said it all. 

Guyana‘s first ever casino opened its doors last night, employing 130 

locals and targeting the growing population of Brazilians and according 

to management will change the tourism landscape in the country. 

No locals will be allowed in to gamble, management of the Princess 

Casino stressed yesterday during a press conference and tour of the glit-

tering facilities located in the Princess Hotel Guyana, Providence. 

 

Princess Casino’s officials at the press conference yesterday: From left is Oguz Ta-

yanc, Yigit Oktenoglu, Muharrem Kulekci, and Liz Rahaman. 

 All persons entering will have to be registered and required to produce 

identification. Hotel guests from overseas and anyone proving that they 

have foreign documentation of residence abroad will be allowed in, says 

Princess Group‘s Director of Operations-Americas, Oguz Tayanc 

The casino will boast 300 slot machines and 11 table games including 

Roulette, Blackjack, Poker and Texas Hold‘Em which were installed by 

Guyanese technicians. 

Heavy security arrangements have been put in place with a no-weapons 

policy in train and metal detectors very evident in the hands of alert se-

curity guards. 

Speaking to reporters in the glitzy casino with the rows of lighted slot 

machines and games tables acting as a backdrop, Liz Rahaman, Market-

ing Manager of Princess Hotel Guyana, said that the casino‘s opening 

has been planned to coincide with Guyana‘s 40th anniversary celebra-

tions as a Republic. 

Last year, the Princess Group acquired Buddy‘s Hotel which had been 

built for Cricket World Cup, rebranding it with the Princess logos with 

the hope that the casino will nudge the hotel upwards to a four star rat-

ing. 

The casino, which costs in excess of US$2M, and which faced wide-

spread criticisms from religious and other interest groups before Parlia-

ment approved its opening, will make it the 30th one in the Princess 

Group across the globe. 

Noting the government‘s and especially the Tourism Ministry‘s valuable 

role in making the facilities available, Tayanc is hoping that additional 

features of a two-screen movie theatre, six-lane bowling alley, games 

arcade for the kids and nightclub/lounge will be completed by June. 

  March  2010                                          GUYANA NEWS 

Guyana’s first casino opens 
 

FINANCE Minister Dr. Ashni Singh, on February 8, 2010, tabled a 

$142.8 billion budget for this year -- 10.8 percent higher than last 

year‘s -- making it Guyana ‘s largest budget ever with no new taxes 

required for its financing 

The minister reported a fourth year of consecutive growth despite re-

cessionary conditions near and far and uncertain prices in the commod-

ity markets. In a 64-page presentation in the National Assembly, he 

said: ―Our rice sector returned its highest production in 10 years and its 

second highest production of all time. Our gold mining sector returned 

its highest production ever, if the large scale operations of Omai are 

excluded 

―We achieved a strong balance of payments surplus, in the process 

accumulating our highest level of external reserves ever. Our currency 

appreciated in value for the first time in 15 years. Inflation was at its 

lowest in 8 years. And, we reduced our fiscal deficit to its lowest in 10 

years.‖ 

Recapping other significant achievements last year that have laid the 

foundations for continuing economic growth he noted the commission-

ing of Guyana‘s first international bridge at Takutu which has opened 

new conversations and vistas of opportunity with Brazil, the certifica-

tion of the second international airport at Ogle, and inaugurated sched-

uled international flights to Suriname and the switching on a new 20.7 

megawatt power plant in Kingston, Georgetown, the first major expan-

sion in generating capacity installed in 12 years 

―We opened new hospitals in Lethem, Linden, Mabaruma and Port 

Mourant; new schools in Hope and No. 8 Village; and a new well in 

Grove/Diamond. We graduated 491 new teachers, added 66 recently 

returned young Guyanese doctors to the public healthcare system, and 

trained over 1,700 vulnerable youths. 

―We enriched the body of our laws with major new enactments, on 

subjects ranging from strengthening the financial sector such as by 

fighting money laundering on the one hand, to safeguarding the most 

vulnerable in society such as by providing for the status adoption, and 

protection of children on the other‖, he said 

Singh added: ―These are but some examples of developments which, 

taken individually or in totality, would lead one to the inescapable con-

clusion that there has been progress in our country.‖ 

But he called for vigilance arguing that while the evidence of progress 

is plenty, the risk of reversal is never distant, and the remainder of the 

work is certainly not complete.   Full Report continued…. Guyana 

Budget 2010. PDF File       also check the following links 

.Balance of payments surplus totalled US$234.4M in 2009 

$21.4B allocated for education sector in 2010 budget  

$13.3 B for health sector – focus on infrastructural, person-

nel upgrade  

GUYANA’S 2010 BUDGET TABLED 

GUYANA’S NATIONAL BUDGET—2010 
A Critical Analysis by: Christopher Ram 

 

Focus on Guyana’s National Budget 2010  
This 2010 Focus on Guyana‘s National Budget marks twenty years since 
Ram & McRae began this annual publication which highlights, reviews and 

comments …  
 

Go to Guyanese Online Blog for the other links in the analysis … click here 

http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/images/2010/02/casino3.jpg
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/guyana-budget-2010.pdf
http://www.guyanachronicleonline.com/site/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9369:balance-of-payments-surplus-totalled-us2344m-in-2009&catid=4:top-story&Itemid=8
http://www.guyanachronicleonline.com/site/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9368:214b-allocated-for-education-sector-in-2010-budget&catid=4:top-story&Itemid=8
http://www.guyanachronicleonline.com/site/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9367:133-b-for-health-sector--focus-on-infrastructural-personnel-upgrade&catid=4:top-story&Itemid=8
http://www.guyanachronicleonline.com/site/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9367:133-b-for-health-sector--focus-on-infrastructural-personnel-upgrade&catid=4:top-story&Itemid=8
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/budget/02/11/focus-on-guyana%e2%80%99s-national-budget-2010/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2010/02/20/guyana%E2%80%99s-national-budget%E2%80%942010/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2010/02/20/guyana%E2%80%99s-national-budget%E2%80%942010/
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 ―Gold exports earned more than sugar, rice 

combined‖ - Guyana’s Finance Minister 

March   2010                                          GUYANA NEWS 

State‘s fibre optic cable raises cost, benefits questions.. 

In early January, President Bharrat Jagdeo announced the plans for the 

overland cable from Brazil, while noting that that the government is 

working to enhance the Informa-tion and Communication Technology 

(ICT) sector. In December, the government had already advanced full 

payment of $353,548,617 (US$1.7M) to an American company for 

provision for the installation of fibre optic cables and terminal equip-

ment. Jagdeo explained that the cable would be ―dedicated purely to 

e-governance‖ and he anticipated the linking of institutions like 

schools, hospitals and police stations using the facility as well as 

greater telecoms reliability by ensuring redundancy. Currently, the 

capacity of the Americas II cable has almost been fully exploited, 

while damage to it has been responsible for major disruptions in tele-

coms traffic here. 

The landing of the overland cable is scheduled for the second quarter. 

However, the announcement coincided with the shore-end landing of 

the Suriname–Guyana Submarine Cable System (SG-SCS), which 

represents a US$30 million investment for local telecoms giant 

GT&T. According to GT&T, the SG-SCS would make available at 

least 3,000 times the current bandwidth capacity in use locally, in 

addition to ensuring reliable voice and data telecom services.  

(Stabroek News Feb 7, 2009).  (Check Newspapers and Guyanese 

Online Weblog for more articles on  this subject) 

Finance Minister Dr Ashni Singh on Monday, February 8, 2010 disclosed 

that export earnings for the country during last year contracted by 4.2 

percent to US$768.2 million due to external price factors but gold brought 

in more than double what the traditional champion, sugar earned. 

Gold generated export receipts totalling US$281.7 million, which repre-

sents more than the combined receipts earned for rice and sugar during 

2009.  According to Singh, ―the export earnings from gold benefitted 

from an 11.2 percent increase in average export prices, which induced 

higher production levels, drove export volumes up by 24.4 percent to 

311,884 ounces, and generated a 38.3 percent increase in export receipts‖. 

In the 2009 budget, Singh had projected export receipts of US$165.5 mil-

lion.  …….                                               (Click here for full story) 

February 11, 2010 – An increase in Guyanese overseas returning to visit 

their homeland bolstered the country‘s tourism arrival figures for 2009, 

contributing to a nine per cent increase in numbers. 

That‘s according to Finance Minister Dr Ashni Singh who said peaks in 

arrivals were observed in February, July/August and December. 

―Despite the relatively weak performance in global and regional tourism, 

Guyana recorded the highest number of visitor arrivals in any one year in 

our history, and the highest rate of growth in visitor arrivals in the Carib-

bean for the year,‖ he said. 

Singh said he expected the performance to be sustained and very likely 

exceeded this year, with the start of international flights into Ogle Airport 

and the country‘s hosting of games in the International Cricket Council 

(ICC) World Twenty20. Tourist numbers are also expected to be boosted 

as a result of last September‘s opening of the Takutu Bridge which links 

Guyana with Brazil. 

Singh said the government‘s strategy for the tourism sector would see 

continued focus on key markets, especially the Diaspora, and geographi-

cally contiguous markets such as Suriname and Brazil; new marketing 

techniques, especially internet-based marketing; key niches such as do-

mestic and event-based tourism; and high value-added subsectors such as 

birding and riverain yachting. 

―The strategy will also see increasing attention to capacity and quality in 

the hospitality sector going forward,‖ he added. 

―Regulations made at the end of 2008 under the Guyana Tourism Author-

ity Act will be enforced, and greater emphasis placed on the improvement 

of quality, standards, service, safety and cleanliness in the hospitality 

industry, with the aim of improving customer satisfaction and overall 

visitor experience in Guyana.‖ 

February 15, 2010 – Drought conditions in Guyana, caused by a linger-

ing El Nino, is threatening to cause billions of dollars (GUY) in damage 

to the agriculture sector and officials say they‘re doing all they can to, at 

least, limit the losses. 

Like other countries in the region, Guyana is struggling with water short-

ages and Agriculture Minister Robert Persaud said the resultant losses 

could be around GUY$3 billion (US$14.7 million). 

He said his ministry is aiming to minimize losses by ensuring that water is 

being provided where it is needed...  (click here for full story) 

Drought threatening Guyana agriculture 

 NEW FIBRE-OPTIC CABLES FOR GUYANA 

   Guyana wants foreign investors to ex-
pand the beef industry 

February 4, 2010 – Guyana is looking for foreign investors to help it 

transform the country‘s beef industry into a massive export-capable 

sector. Minister of Agriculture Robert Persaud says though, that local 

cattle rearers will get priority, but their input may not be enough. 

―Our local entrepreneurs would be given preference but we will ex-

plore foreign investors as well in moving the sector forward,‖ he said, 

hinting that he was looking at Brazil as a possible source of foreign 

investment. 

Persaud says Guyana has tremendous capacity for taking care of its 

domestic needs while becoming a lead exporter in beef. However, 

consultants have determined that Guyana‘s current herd size, of about 

280,000 heads, is not sufficient to support additional export, as well as 

local demand. 

Nigel Cumberbatch, Senior Research Scientist at the National Agricul-

tural Research Institute, says Guyana has never had the need to import 

beef during peak seasons, but noted that the hospitality and hotel in-

dustries have recently been importing specialty cuts. 

―So we are now in the process of reviving the cattle industry to im-

prove and expand beef production,‖ he said, adding that a revived 

industry would be a major foreign exchange earner. 

Project Coordinator of the Agri Sector Diversification Unit, Sattie 

Sasenarine, added that the programme would contribute to Guyana‘s 

export growth rate and reduce the volatility attached to a dual-crop 

economy. 

In an effort to support farmers, the Guyana government is investing a 

GUY$400 million (US$1.9 million) matching grant to assist in herd 

expansion, pasture preparation and improved genetic stock. The Min-

istry of Agriculture is also looking for additional lands across the 

country in order to accommodate the rapid increase in the cattle popu-

lation 

 Guyanese help boost country's tourism 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2010/02/10/gold-exports-earned-more-than-sugar-rice-combined/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2010/02/19/drought-threatening-guyana-agriculture/
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Canadian oil exploration company Groundstar Resources Inc expects to 

start drilling for oil in the Rupununi in May  

Preparations are underway at the location identified, with the airstrip 

being certified, a well being dug and construction beginning on accom-

modation, Office Manager of the company‘s local subsidiary, Takutu 

Oil and Gas Inc, Dilorece South said. She cautioned, however that there 

are still a lot of logistics that has to be taken care of and the May date is 

tentative. 

Groundstar has established Takutu Oil and Gas to drill up to two explo-

ration wells in conjunction with its partner, Canacol Energy Limited. 

The first well, identified as Apoteri K2, will be drilled as a ―deviated 

well‖ to test the oil bearing fractured reservoir discovered in Karanambo 

#1 in a more favourable structural position. 

Agriculture Minister, Robert Persaud, performing the duties of the Prime 

Minister, noted that oil had previously been discovered at Karanambo, 

though not in commercial viable quantities, and this ―gives us hope.‖ He 

expressed optimism that Guyana will be seen in the future as an oil pro-

ducer.  

Further, he pointed out that by the second half of this year, Guyanese 

will see rigs both on land and in the sea which he stated is a good sign. 

Another Canadian oil exploration company, CGX Energy, is expected to 

begin drilling in the Corentyne in the second half of this year. 

Last December, Canacol had announced that its joint venture partner, 

Groundstar was tendering for a drilling rig and associated services in 

order to drill the K-2 exploration well in the second quarter this year. 

―The bottom hole location for the K-2 well will be approximately 400 

meters northwest of the Karanambo 1 discovery well and will target the 

same productive reservoirs that tested light oil in 1982. 

 The joint venture to date has completed the construction of the drilling 

pad, access roads, and staging areas in preparation of drilling,‖ a state-

ment from the company had said.  In addition, the joint venture has pur-

chased the tubulars and wellheads for the drilling of up to 3 wells, which 

were shipped to Guyana in preparation of drilling the K2 well. 

Groundstar was awarded its Takutu basin Petroleum Prospecting Li-

cence (PPL) on July 13, 2005. In 1982, Home Oil had discovered high 

quality crude oil in the fractured Lower Jurassic Apoteri volcanic and 

Manari sedimentary reservoirs in the Karanambo #1 well and this, a 

statement from the company said, was proof that the rift basin had an 

active petroleum system and the commercial oil could exist in the basin. 

Three large structural prospects with potential for fractured Apoteri-

Manari objectives were defined, namely Apoteri K2 Offset, Pirara River 

and Rewa. ―Substantial in place and recoverable oil resources could 

exist on any of the three prospects. 

Conventional sandstone reservoirs are considered a secondary target in 

the Rewa Prospect and possibly elsewhere in the basin,‖ said the com-

pany. South said that the company will drill to a depth greater than the 

Karanambo #1 well. Following the evaluation of the drilling and testing 

results, a decision will be made as to where a second well in the basin 

will be drilled, the company said. 

Canacol, a Calgary, Alberta-based company has a 65% non-operated 

working interest in the Takutu PPL. Groundstar is a publicly traded 

Canadian junior oil and gas company actively pursuing exploration op-

portunities in the Middle East, North Africa and South America.  

(Stabroek News—January 23, 2010) 

Fri Feb 5, 2010 (Reuters) - By Neil Marks 

GEORGETOWN (Reuters) - Guyana's top diplomat denied opposition 

charges that an agreement to have Iran map the South American na-

tion's mineral resources, including uranium, could hurt U.S. ties amid 

global worry over Iran's nuclear program. 

President Bharrat Jagdeo, following a visit to Tehran last week, said 

that Iranian scientists will travel to Guyana to help with minerals man-

agement. Guyana has reserves of uranium and the mapping could help 

develop them. 

Guyana's opposition said the agreement could help Iran enrich uranium. 

Iran's government says its nuclear program is intended for peaceful 

energy purposes but the United States and other nations suspect it is 

aimed at making nuclear weapons. 

"I do not see the visit, or the areas in which Iran plans to help us, creat-

ing a conflict with the United States of America," Foreign Affairs Min-

ister Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkette said in an email message late on 

Wednesday. 

She said the accord would "help us to produce our own data and better 

plan for the sector. It is not aimed at focusing on any particular mineral 

or jeopardizing the interest of any state." 

Rafael Trotman, top legislator for the opposition Alliance for Change 

Party, said on Wednesday the Iranian agreement could fray ties with the 

United States, a major provider of development aid in Guyana that is 

financing trade, investment and governance programs. 

Iran raised eyebrows last year with offers to help map uranium deposits 

in Venezuela, where leftist President Hugo Chavez supports Tehran's 

nuclear program. 

The United States, Britain, Germany and France are seeking a fourth 

round of U.N. measures against Iran for refusing to halt uranium en-

richment as part of its nuclear program, as demanded by Security Coun-

cil resolutions. 

Canadian Oil exploration company eyeing 

Rupununi drilling in May  

Guyana says Iran deal no threat to U.S. 

 Agriculture Minister Robert Persaud along with Takutu Oil and 

Gas Inc Office Manager, Dilorece South (left), examine a sam-

ple of oil from the well drilled at Karanambo in 1982. Takutu 

Oil plans to drill for oil in the Takutu basin later this year and 
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GODFREY CHIN mounts Pictorial Exhibition for Mashramani 

Clive Lloyd to launch foundation shortly 

GUYANA NEWS March   2010                                          

Former West Indies Cricket Captain Clive Lloyd has taken the required 

steps to set up a foundation in his name with the intention of assisting 

disadvantaged young people. 

―The Clive Lloyd Foundation has as one of its main objectives the ren-

dering of assistance to disadvantaged young people,‖ a release said. 

Two scholarships are expected to be given out annually. ―The criteria 

for these scholarships will be academic promise as well as the ability to 

excel in sports‖ and will be named after Frederick Rudolph Wills. 

Wills, an outstanding legal figure and a former minister of Foreign 

Affairs, was a mentor to Lloyd. 

According to a press release, the constitution of the Clive Lloyd Foun-

dation, is about to be finalized and many prominent Guyanese from the 

legal, business and diplomatic communities have agreed to serve on the 

Board of Trustees.  ―Clive Lloyd has determined that it is time that he 

gave back to the country,‖ the release said. 

Lloyd is the West Indies most successful Test captain to date having 

led the team during its most successful era. Following his retirement 

from cricket he established himself as a successful cricket administra-

tor. He is currently Chairman of the International Cricket Council‘s 

Cricket Committee and a Director of the West Indies Cricket Board 

(WICB).    Stabroek News- February 14, 2010  

Some never-before-seen images of Guyana, past and present are on show 

at the Umana Yana exhibited by photographer and renowned costume 

band designer Godfrey Chin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A visitor viewing the exhibits at Godfrey Chin’s photographic exhibition 

The exhibition, which runs into Mashramani, is a partnership effort be-

tween Chin and the Ministry of Culture, Youth and Sport in the lead-up to 

Guyana‘s 40th Republic Anniversary celebrations. 

Among the exhibits are pictures that reflect the themes: ―From whence 

we came‖ the ―Garden City,‖ ―Festivals,‖ ―Mash,‖ and ―Guyana‘s Hinter-

land,‖ among others. 

The exhibition opened in the presence of several of Chin‘s colleagues 

from as far as boyhood days. Among them were economist Ian McDon-

ald, Deputy General Manager of Guyana Telephone and Telegraph Com-

pany(GT&T) Terry Holder, Chris Fernandes of Fernandes Shipping and 

advertising entrepreneur Vic Insanally. 

Explaining the background to the exhibition, Chin said the inspiration 

was drawn from advice by friends to write a book about Guyana. 

Following on the advice, Chin in December 2000 started writing for his 

book ―Nostalgia - Golden Moments of Guyana 1940 to 1980.‖ In the 

process, he compiled a series of photographs and later developed a love 

for photography. 

Chin believes that the exhibition will also be of benefit to school children 

and said he is willing to dedicate some of his time to meet with them 

during the period of the exhibition.  

At the Umana Yana, several of those who congratulated Chin for a job 

well done made a public appeal for all to pay a visit noting that ―an op-

portunity like this shouldn‘t be missed.‖GT&T‘s Terry Holder said he 

was surprised and pleased to see photos past and present about the tele-

phone company and considered it a worthwhile promotion. 

 Chin believes that the exhibition will also be of benefit to school chil-

dren and said he is willing to dedicate some of his time to meet with 

them during the period of the exhibition. 

Chin held the band-of-the-year title for several years in the 1960s and 

1970s during Mashramani costume and float parade competitions. 

Among his winning creations were ―Birth of a nation‖, ―Helen of 

Troy‖, ―Guyana Spectacular‖, ―One for All, All for One‖, ―Birth of a 

Nation‖,  and ―The History of Aviation.‖ 

―Helen of Troy,‖ designed by Chin in 1961, was his first mega produc-

tion and it was followed by the ―Egyptian Broach‖ costume which was 

worn by Evadne Gravesande, the first Independence Carnival Queen in 

1968. 

―Birth of a Nation‖ was considered the most spectacular as it was high-

lighted by a mass of glittering colours showcasing the indigenous con-

cept. Godfrey Chin, said Guyana‘s Republic status had brought out the 

true potential of Guyanese designers. (GINA)  February 15, 2010. 

 Nostalgias - The Book!   Godfrey' Chin‘s Nos-

talgias book is priced at US$20 per copy plus 

shipping and handling, and will be available 

from his website. 

If you would like to order one or more copies, 

fill out the fields on the website and click on the 

"Buy Now" button. You will be redirected to 

PayPal, our secure payment gateway, where you 

will be prompted for your payment and shipping 

instructions.  

  Click here  or on picture to get the order form 

and see the book‘s Table of Contents. 

GUYANA PICTORIAL HISTORY 
(19th and 20th century pictures) 

 

This is a slide show of pictures from the 19th and 
early 20th century of scenes in British Guiana, 

before the country became an independent state. 
 

 click here to download - Guyanese Online Weblog. 

“Go down to the Umana Yana right now!.” 
        … a review of the Exhibition by Godfrey Chin 
               By Freddie Kissoon.     Click Here 

 

http://godfreychin.com/book.php
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2010/02/19/guyana-pictorial-history/
http://godfreychin.com/book.php
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2010/02/19/go-down-to-the-umana-yana-right-now/
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EDUCATION FEATURE 
  Education in Guyana  <(link) 

 ST.  STANISLAUS COLLEGE - Georgetown. Guyana. 

The St. Stanislaus College Alumni Association -Toronto  

   

Saint Stanislaus College is a co-educational High school located in 

Georgetown, Guyana.    Website:  http://www.saints.edu.gy/  

St. Stanislaus College was founded as an all-boy Catholic high school 

that was operated by the Jesuits. The college became co-educational in 

1975 and became a government school in 1976, after being a Catholic 

institution for 110 years. 

Student Body: Students come from all over Guyana.  

St. Stanislaus College enrolls students in Forms 1 through  Form 6. 5th 

Form students sit the Caribbean School Examination Committee 

(CSEC) examinations - the equivalent of GCE O-Levels. Those stu-

dents who continue on to 6th Form sit the Caribbean Advanced Profi-

ciency Certificate (A-Level) also set by the Caribbean Examinations 

Council (CXC). 

Enrollment: Enrollment for the 2008-2009 school year is approxi-

mately 555 students. (Student ratio 13:1).  In 2005 and 2008, St. Stanis-

laus College received awards for being the most improved Secondary 

school based on the CSEC results. 

Read about the History of St. Stanislaus  College in Guyana on the 

following link:- http://www.saints.edu.gy/SSC-History.pdf    

   

 

 
There are a number of St. Stanislaus Alumni Associations, which pro-

vide financial and other aid to the college to improve both the physical 

environment of the College and the opportunity for its students to ac-

quire a strong educational foundation. These organizations have web-

sites where you could view their office members, activities and projects 

aimed at helping the St. Stanislaus College in Guyana. 

Canada, Toronto Saints—The St. Stanislaus College Alumni 

Association Toronto was founded in 1993: and is their oldest Alumni 

Association:  http://www.torontosaints.gy-saints.com/  (see pix) 

Barbados Saints-The St. Stanislaus College Alumni Associa-

tion ‑ Barbados, was founded in 1995.  You can contact them at:      

http://www.barbadossaints.gy-saints.com/  

USA, New York Saints- The Saint Stanislaus College of Guyana 

Alumni Association (New York) Inc. was founded in 2001. Contact 

them at : http://www.saint-stanislaus.org/  

 Antigua Saints– was established in 2006.  Their website is at: 

http://www.antiguasaints.gy-saints.com/  

The St. Stanislaus College Farm 
http://www.saintsfarm.org/ 

 The St Stanislaus College Farm Complex is located at 69 North Sophia, 

Greater Georgetown, Guyana. The Complex comprises the St.  Stanis-

laus College Farm (SSCF), the St. Stanislaus Training Centre (SSTC), 

the Dairy Products Unit (DPU) and the Greenhouse Vegetable Produc-

tion Unit. The 13 acre Complex is owned by the St. Stanislaus College 

Association (SSCA) formerly the St. Stanislaus Old Boys Association.  

The SSCA upholds the St Stanislaus College Farm, sometimes referred 

to as ‗Saints Farm‘ or the ‗Dairy Farm‘ as a premiere training institution 

for agriculture students, technicians and farmers in Guyana. Farming 

operations are implemented using sound scientific techniques with opti-

mum use of resources and improved technology to ensure:: 

Adding value to products thereby increasing financial returns; 

Use of renewable and recyclable resources (solar energy, manure, etc.); 

Use of environmentally-friendly material; 

Strict adherence to safety and health regulations; and 

Overall implementation of best practices. 

 

It is a demonstration farm to promote new dairy technologies in order 

to serve as a catalyst to produce the required improvements in the dairy 

industry;  a farm where farmers could be shown that the use of im-

proved technology increases profit; and  a commercial farm to use as a 

tool to train, farmers, farm staff, students and technicians in the use of 

the improved technologies. 

 

Today the SSCF offers not only raw milk and poultry as it did in the 

1970‘s and 1980‘s but the farm also produces humus, compost and bio-

gas; produces greenhouse vegetables; produces dairy products; has an 

Integrated Fish and Duck Enterprise; and has a small sheep unit. 

 

The achievements of St. Stanislaus College Farm are unrivalled in the 

annals of Guyana‘s agricultural history. 

AGM- September 2009- In front from left: Paul Archer, Asst. Secretary; 

Arthur Veerasammy, Secretary; Godfrey Whyte, Vice President; Errol Chapman, 

President; Beverly Vandeyar, Treasurer; Renuka Persaud, Asst. Treasurer;  

In the rear from left: Paul Camacho, Director; Marcelline Ramcharran, Director; 

Shevin Naraine, Director; Rupert De Castro, Director; Roger Devers, Director; 

Bunty Phillips, Immed. Past Pres/Director. 

Alumni Associations  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education_in_Guyana
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Guyana
http://www.saints.edu.gy/
http://www.saints.edu.gy/SSC-History.pdf
http://www.torontosaints.gy-saints.com/
http://www.torontosaints.gy-saints.com/
http://www.barbadossaints.gy-saints.com/
http://www.barbadossaints.gy-saints.com/
http://www.saint-stanislaus.org/
http://www.saint-stanislaus.org/
http://www.antiguasaints.gy-saints.com/
http://www.antiguasaints.gy-saints.com/
http://www.saintsfarm.org
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  MAJOR FUND RAISING EVENTS 

February -- Valentine Dinner/Dance. This is 

held at Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic 

Church Hall (Markham Road and 401) and is usu-

ally a sell-out affair held on or near February 14 

each year. This year‘s event was very well attended 

by over 400 revelers. 

May & September – Spring and Autumn 

Dances -- These are popular events each year and 

the proceeds are mostly used to assist health under-

takings.  

Spring Dance Date: Saturday, 15th May, 

2010.  

Fall Dance Date: Saturday, 25th September, 

2010 

October -- Food and Bake Sale at Sts. Peter 

and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church Hall 

(Markham Road and 401). This is our biggest ef-

fort and is supported by many Guyanese and West 

Indians in Greater Toronto and surrounding areas. 

Usually held on the Sunday of the last weekend in 

October. 

Other fundraising sources include donations 

from individuals, and our ―In Memoriam‖ Pro-

gram, as well as various activities to respond to 

emergency requests for assistance. 

EVERYONE CAN GET INVOLVED! 

Become a member or volunteer of our Organization. 

We hold meetings on the second Wednesday of each month at 4544 Sheppard Ave E, 

Scarborough, ON M1S 1V2 . Canada, starting at 7:00 p.m.. 

Join our Annual Food Fair and Fund- raising Dances. Willing hands to bake, prepare 

food items and help with these events are always needed. Assist with sorting and pack-

ing of items for shipment. 

Contact donors of medical supplies, hospital equipment, clothing, shoes, hotel sheets 

and towels (being replaced), household detergents and other needed items. 

Utilize our Registered Charitable status that permits Income Tax receipts for dona-

tions. 

Use our Memorial Cards when available at funerals of relatives or friends or leave a 

lasting legacy such as charitable gift annuity while realizing significant tax benefits. 

Direct your United Way contributions to Guyana Christian Charities (Canada) Inc. – 

Contact your Human Resources Department. 

Consider being involved in promoting scholarship/s for deserving students in need of 

financial assistance. 

WHAT DO THEY DO?  

We provide aid and assistance to the poor and 

needy, sometimes through organisations/ hospitals 

We assist in the education of the underprivileged 

We raise funds in our community through our An-

nual Food and Bake Sale, our Dances, cash and me-

morial donations 

We collect and ship donated articles such as books, 

computers, toys etc to organisations in Guyana 

We  provide long term support to the orphanages, 

and the Burn Care Unit of the Georgetown Hospital 

We provide scholarships to the Marian Academy– a 

school in Georgetown. 

WHO DO THEY HELP? 

The organization supports Groups, communities and 

individuals throughout Guyana from the coastlands to the 

Rupununi savannahs. To date, the list of organisations 

supported totals over 60, encompassing all races and 

creeds within Guyana.. 

 

The main recipients of our aid include Hospitals, Mis-

sions in the Interior, Schools and Orphanages. 

 

NEWSLETTERS 

  Newsletter -October 2009 (279kb) 

  Newsletter -May 2009 (698kb) 

  Newsletter -October 2008 (446kb) 

  Newsletter -May 2008 (954kb) 

  Newsletter -October 2007 (628kb) 

  Newsletter -May 2007 (591kb) 

  Newsletter -October 2006 (459kb) 

  Newsletter -May 2006 (539kb) 

  Newsletter -October 2005 (511kb)  

 

ASSOCIATIONS 

Contact info: 

 

534 Rouge Hills Drive, Toronto, ON M1C 2Z8,  

Canada.          Tel: 416 499 1528 

 Email:info@gcccanada.org  

Website: http://gcccanada.org/index.htm 

http://gcccanada.org/newsletter/newsletter_oct09.pdf
http://gcccanada.org/newsletter/newsletter_may09.pdf
http://gcccanada.org/newsletter/newsletter_may09.pdf
http://gcccanada.org/newsletter/newsletter_oct08.pdf
http://gcccanada.org/newsletter/newsletter_may08.pdf
http://gcccanada.org/newsletter/newsletter_may08.pdf
http://gcccanada.org/newsletter/newsletter_oct07.pdf
http://gcccanada.org/newsletter/newsletter_may07.pdf
http://gcccanada.org/newsletter/newsletter_oct06.pdf
http://gcccanada.org/newsletter/newsletter_may06.pdf
http://gcccanada.org/newsletter/newsletter_oct05.pdf
http://gcccanada.org/index.htm
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 The Guyanese Canadian Cultural Association of B.C, Canada has been 

in existence since 1989. It is estimated that  there are about 3,000 Guy-

anese living in B.C., but only about 500 have been identified by the or-

ganization, as many Guyanese are fully integrated and assimilated within 

the society. 

The most significant contribution is with the son of British Guiana, Sir. 

James Douglas, who was born at Mahaica on the East Coast of Demer-

ara, the son of a Barbadian mother and a Scottish planter.  He was edu-

cated in England, then moved to British Columbia to work for the Hud-

son Bay Company and later became the first Governor of B.C. 

A statue has been erected in his honour at Fort Langley. BC, as well as at 

Mahaica in Guyana. The unveiling of the Mahaica statue was done at the 

Caifesta X Celebrations in August 2008. -(see next page) 

The Annual General Meeting for the organization was held recently 

where Mr. Clyde Duncan was re-elected for a third term as President of 

the Association. 

 In a press release he said that he was very pleased that past executive 

members were back on board.  He continued… 

 ― I would like to extend special thanks to Elaine Chang-Yen and Soljer 

Odaiyar, Secretary and Treasurer respectively. Without them I would 

have fallen flat on my face over the last two years. 

 ―I would like to appeal to all of the past members, including Life Mem-

bers, to make a contribution to the Association by filling in their mem-

bership forms to pay the annual dues as this would be helpful with our 

work in British Columbia and in Guyana's communities.  

― I would like to extend my sincere thanks to Cyril Bryan, a Guyanese-

Canadian who resides in Barbados. Cyril has set up blog entries on the 

GABI Barbados site, with a link to events of 2008 related to Carifesta X 

and 150th British Columbia celebrations.‖  

See the report on the Mahaica statue unveiling on page 10 of this News-

letter and feel free to submit a comment on the new Guyanese Online 

Weblog at www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

The Executive Committee elected for 2010 is: 

President: Clyde Duncan 

Vice President: Mike Barrington 

Secretary: Roweena Bacchus 

Treasurer: Lara Veerasammy 

Communications: Linley Shelton 

Social Committee: Tanuja LaFleur, Sylvia Jemmott, Everton Weekes 

Executive Members-at-Large: Wayne Jemmott, Meharam Sugrim,   
Lucyanne Joseph, Carol Campbell 

Past President, Dr John Farley 

Past President, Roy Taylor 

Past President, Basil Statia  

G.A.B.I. Organization—Purpose and Benefits 

Established in 2004, the purpose of GABI is to promote the integration 

of Guyanese into the Barbadian Society and  preserve and exhibit Guy-

anese culture within Barbados.  GABI also offers Humanitarian assis-

tance to Guyanese and organizations in Barbados and Guyana. 

Most of all GABI helps to create social and economic networking for 

Guyanese in Barbados. This facilitates our ability to organize celebra-

tions around Guyanese National events like Mashramani and Independ-

ence, thus developing the economic, social and cultural aspects of life 

of Guyanese in Barbados.  

 

―Embracing our Diversity, Celebrating our Heritage‖  

The Guyanese Association of Barbados Inc. (GABI) invites all to 

celebrate Guyana‘s 40th Anniversary as a Republic. Join us as we ob-

serve this milestone in our native country‘s history. The festivities in-

clude a Grand Mashramani Commemoration on Saturday, March 6th 

and Phagwah Celebration, on Sunday March 7th 2010.  

MASHRAMANI SATURDAY MARCH 6TH.  

Start Mashing from 4pm until Midnight at The Boardwalk Cafe on the 

South Coast (Opposite the Dragon Star Chinese Restaurant) and next to 

the Esplanade, on Hastings Main Road.   

Main attractions include Indigenous Guyanese Cuisine, a Taste of the 

Caribbean Spices, Arts & Crafts, Face Painting, Jumping Castle, Folk 

Songs, Chutney and other Guyanese Music.  Tickets cost $10 and Chil-

dren under 12 are FREE.  

Get your ticket today at The Roti Den, Holders Hill, St. James; Croton 

Inn, Maxwell Coast Rd., Christ Church; Kaituma Farm Products, 

George St., Bridgetown; Mr. Jermaine Adams at 826-8413 or any 

member of the GABI Inc executive.  This Event is sponsored by Mount 

Gay Barbados.  

 PHAGWAH CELEBRATION SUNDAY MARCH 7TH 

 Join us in collaboration with the Guyana Hindu Society as we cele-

brate the Triumph of ―Good over Evil‖. Hindus and Non- Hindus are 

welcome to observe this event commencing about 4.00 p.m. at the 

Hindu Mandir in Welches, St. Michael. The entrance is from My Lord's 

Hill, next to the old Roberts Factory.  

Wear white if you can, as we indulge in throwing abeer, water and 

powder in an amusing, good natured and joyful celebration. You are 

asked to let us know in advance if you plan to attend. A contribution to 

defray the cost of food would be appreciated by the Hindu Priest.  

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF UPCOMING EVENTS- 

MORE DETAILS ON THEM LATER 

 

  GABI  EVENTS–  MARCH 2010—

For more information please contact GABI at:  

GABI Barbados, 76 Beckles Road, St Michael, Barbados. 

West Indies. Phone: (246) 427-7770.                                    

E-Mail : elsieyong1@gmail.com 

Guyanese Canadian Cultural Association 

of British Columbia - Canada 
GUYANESE ASSOCIATION OF BARBADOS 

Inc  - G.A.B.I. 

For more information please Contact: 

Mr. Clyde Duncan,  PO Box 2869. Vancouver. B.C. Canada. V6B 

3X4. Phone: (604) 317-1771  Fax: (604) 253-9275.     

E-Mail: clyde-duncan@telus.com 

http://www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
mailto:mailto:elsieyong1@gmail.com
mailto:mailto:clyde-duncan@telus.com
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SIR James Douglas, a son of the soil from Belmont, Mahaica who be-

came the first Governor of British Columbia in Canada in the nineteenth 

century was honoured on Thursday, August 28, 2008 with a monument 

in his name. 

The monument was unveiled by Prime Minister Samuel Hinds in the 

presence of Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport Dr. Frank Anthony; 

Minister within the Ministry of Education Dr. Desrey Fox;  Chairman of 

the Ethnic Relations Commission (ERC) Bishop Juan Edghill;  President 

of the Guyanese Canadian Cultural Association of British Columbia 

(GCCABC), Clyde Duncan and Mahaica residents. 

This historic figure, who many know little about, was born to the mother 

of a slave and the father of a wealthy planter from Scotland who owned 

many plantations.  He was born in 1803, and departed Guyana in 1812 

with his father and brother to attain an education in Scotland and re-

turned to become governor of British Columbia in Canada. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

―I think sometimes we forget that we do have a lot of other invisible 

Guyanese heroes and this statue is reminding us that there are many 

more that were born on this soil that we do not know about‘ – Minister 

Desrey Fox. 

Duncan who was instrumental in requesting that Sir Douglas be hon-

oured in this way said Vancouver Island was the former name given to 

the area which then became British Columbia upon order of England‘s 

queen Victoria at the time. The area gained popularity following the 

California gold rush which saw scores of miners migrating to the area 

to gain wealth from the minerals on the land. 

Duncan , while giving an overview of Sir Douglas, said the rush re-

sulted in a number of disputes among the various parties and through 

the endeavour of Douglas, order and stability was returned to the land.  

It was through this act that Sir Douglas became governor and the land 

declared British Columbia in 1858. 

Duncan said his interest in honouring Sir Douglas stemmed from his 

need to educate people about historic heroes who came from the Guy-

anese soil and the many contributions they have made to the world. 

Had it not been for the bravery of Sir Douglas, Canada would not have 

been the second largest country in the world as it is today, Duncan said. 

In this regard, he disclosed several other intentions of the cultural asso-

ciation in his honour in the areas of education, culture and sports and 

the establishment of a Sir James Douglas‘ Foundation. 

He believes that the statue is an important link between Canada and 

Guyana and persons, in particular Mahaica residents should see it as 

more than just another statue. The Prime Minister said the recognition 

given to Douglas is timely and he extended appreciation to the many 

Guyanese in British Columbia who contributed to the symbolic statue. 

―It is important that we draw lessons from history to help us today and 

into the future…the life and achievements of Sir James Douglas is a 

challenge to all Guyanese born who have migrated or planning to mi-

grate elsewhere,‖ Mr. Hinds said. He described Sir Douglas as Guy-

ana‘s first gift to Canada since he was the first to work towards making 

Canada the country it is today. 

Minister Anthony who worked for several years in Mahaica as a health 

specialist admitted that he knew nothing of Sir James Douglas but said 

that he can be considered a ‖pioneer from the Diaspora‖. The Culture 

Minister believes that unveiling the monument is the best example of 

paying tribute to local heroes, noting that it will be beneficial to Guy-

anese youths. 

He said the unveiling is also a symbol of the bond which exists between 

Guyana and British Columbia and efforts will be made to establish 

links between the people of Mahaica and British Columbia. 

Minister Fox also disclosed that several factors are being taken into 

consideration to honour Sir James Douglas and one suggestion is the 

renaming of the Helena Primary School to Sir James Douglas Primary, 

as well as the establishment of a library in his name. 

―I think sometimes we forget that we do have a lot of other invisible 

Guyanese heroes and this statue is reminding us that there are many 

more that were born on this soil that we do not know about,‖  Minister 

Fox said. 

The monument stands in front of the Helena Nursery School, close to 

the Mahaica public road where an old water tank used to provide water 

to steam the train‘s engine still exists.  

(GINA)-  Guyana Chronicle. Friday August 29, 2008. 

Also check out the official Carifesta X report on this event on the link 

below from the Carifesta X website: 

http://www.carifesta.net/x/news?subaction=showfull&id=1220265216

&archive= 

               Guyanese Canadian Cultural Association of British Columbia 

ASSOCIATIONS -HISTORICAL March  2010                                          

Carifesta X  -  Sir James Douglas monument unveiled at Mahaica 

Prime Minister Samuel Hinds and Canadian High Commissioner Charles 
Court at the unveiling of the Sir. James Douglas Monument in Mahaica, on the 

East Coast of Demerara.  Also in the picture is Minister Frank Anthony.  Some 

of the invitees to the ceremony are  pictured below. 

http://www.carifesta.net/x/news?subaction=showfull&id=1220265216&archive=
http://www.carifesta.net/x/news?subaction=showfull&id=1220265216&archive=
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The village of Buxton is situated on the East Coast, in the county of  

Demerara. It lies within Guyana‘s Demerara-Mahaica Region 4,  ap-

proximately 12 miles east of the capital city of Georgetown, and is part 

of the Buxton-Foulis Neighbourhood Democratic Council. April 2010 

will mark the 170th anniversary of the purchase of this former planta-

tion by 128 previously enslaved African descendants. 

On 1st August, 1838, slavery was officially abolished in Guyana. But for 

four years preceding this occurrence, the slaves served a period of ap-

prenticeship through which they earned small amounts of compensation 

for their labour. From their meagre wages, they resolutely saved some of 

their earnings, which they later pooled to purchase abandoned planta-

tions.  

It should be noted that although Victoria was purchased before Buxton, 

Buxton obtained its transport first on 2nd January, 1841. Following the 

first such purchase of what is now Victoria Village, in November 1839, 

by 83 former slaves, 128 of their fellow labourers from plantations be-

tween Lusignan and Non Pariel, East Coast Demerara, pooled their re-

sources to acquire the 500-acre Plantation New Orange Nassau from its 

proprietor, James Archibald Holmes, for $50,000, in April 1840. The 

newly established village was renamed Buxton in honour of Thomas 

Fowell Buxton, a British Member of Parliament, who had campaigned 

tirelessly for the abolition of slavery in the British colonies. 

In 1841, another 168 former slaves came together and purchased Friend-

ship, a 500-acre plantation adjacent east of Buxton for $80,000. They 

then merged the two communities to form the largest village in the coun-

try. Buxton-Friendship comprised the largest local authority and often 

led the way in negotiations with the colonial establishment. Heralded as 

the premier village in the country, it was the first village to be estab-

lished in an organized manner following the abolition of slavery and the 

commencement of the movement by former slaves to acquire and de-

velop their own lands across British Guiana. 

The founding fathers proceeded to lay out housing lots at the front of the 

village and corresponding farm lands at the back. They worked tirelessly 

building roads, digging drainage trenches and planting crops. They also 

created an administrative body, the Buxton-Friendship Village Council 

to oversee the maintenance of village infrastructure, collect property 

taxes, and to ensure residents adhered to a strict code of decency and 

morality by imposing fines on violators who committed such offences as 

public intoxication, use of profane language, gambling and fighting. 

Religious worship and Education were also very important to villagers. 

Places for the establishment of Christian churches and schools were 

allocated to the Congregational, Methodist and Roman Catholic 

Churches. The Anglican Church had already planted roots in the com-

munity in 1831, before it was acquired by the former slaves.  

According to Eusi Kwayana‘s Buxton Friendship in Print & Memory (pp 

27), ―They made it clear that this was in gratitude for what God had done 

for them in relieving them from their captivity.‖ These institutions were 

later followed by the Seventh Day Adventist Church, the Church of God, 

The Lutheran Church, Brethren Church, the Jordanites,  the African 

Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church, Assemblies of God, Full Gospel 

Church, and a number of small ‗Faithist‘ groups.  

Buxton-Friendship once boasted one of the best education systems in 

the country with three secondary schools - Buxton Government Secon-

dary School, County High School and Smith‘s College. It also housed 

four primary schools-St. Augustine‘s Anglican School/Friendship Gov-

ernment School, Friendship Methodist (Wesleyan) School, Arundel Con-

gregational (Missionary) School and St. Anthony‘s Roman Catholic 

School.  

Early education was provided by a host of bottom-house Kindergarten 

schools, while skills and craft were taught to adolescents at the Trade 

School. The community shares a proud history of scholastic excellence 

through its many illustrious sons and daughters, some of whom were 

beneficiaries of the Buxton Scholarship, and who went on to serve in 

prestigious positions around the world. 

Buxton is also the original home of the popular Buxton Spice Mango. 

This distinctly sweet fleshy yellowish-red fruit, when ripe, grows abun-

dantly in the fertile backlands of the village. 

―Buxton People Stop Train‖ This legend goes back to 1862 when 

villagers, arming themselves with cutlasses, axes, sticks and other im-

plements, laid wait along the railway line to intercept a locomotive 

train carrying the governor, whose audience they fiercely sought. It was 

the last resort in a series of efforts by them to secure the abolishment of 

a repressive tax that was imposed on the properties of several villagers.  

As the train approached the village, sev-

eral men and women formed themselves 

into a human shield, forcing the driver to 

bring the train to an immediate halt. The 

protestors then proceeded to immobilize 

the engine by applying chains and locks 

to its wheels. This forced the governor to 

step out and meet with villagers. After 

listening to their complaint, he reportedly 

decided to rescind the burdensome tax. Ever since, Buxtonians have 

earned the reputation as a people of unequalled courage. 

Reeling from massive migration of its skilled and professional class to 

overseas destinations, Buxton continues to suffer from a severe eco-

nomic slowdown and social challenges. There are, however, fresh ef-

forts by a group of Buxtonians, led by Brothers Malcolm Parris and 

Bertrand Booker, to mobilize interest and resources for the redevelop-

ment of essential infrastructure in the Village. 

Tipperary Society Hall 

The first project earmarked is the erection 

of a multi-purpose community centre at 

the site where stood the legendary Tippe-

rary Society Hall. It is targeted for com-

pletion by the year 2012. When com-

pleted, it is expected to serve as a beacon 

of pride and progress for Buxton. 

.Note: Depiction of “Buxton People Stop Train” by Jonathan Azore; 
Tipperary Hall Artwork by Lyndon O. Barton.   Source: Website         

http://www.buxtonguyana.net/ 

BUXTON - FRIENDSHIP - 170th ANNIVERSARY 

March   2010                                          

                     ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

The villagers and descendants and friends of Buxton-Friendship 

will be holding extensive celebrations this year to celebrate the 

170th Anniversary. Check the Buxton-Friendship Express, a 

newsletter that lists the various events in July-August.   

 Download  the Buxton Friendship Express newsletter here:  

 

The Calendar of Anniversary/Emancipation Events  can be 

viewed at the Buxton Guyana website ar this link: 

Calendar of Anniversary/Emancipation Events  - 2010 

 

Grand Variety Show in New York on May 2, 2010 - Flyer 

http://www.gina.gov.gy/gina_pub/laws/Laws/cap3906.pdf
http://buxtonguyana.net/index_files/Page552.htm
http://buxtonguyana.net/index_files/Page552.htm
http://www.buxtonguyana.net/
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/buxton-friendship-express.pdf
http://www.buxtonguyana.net/index_files/Page445.htm
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/02/buxton-flyer-variety-show.pdf
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Saint Lucia School of Music, Castries       July 24 - 27, 2010. 

             Piano Workshop in Performance & Pedagogy 

Performance Master Classes - Performer or Auditor -  Open to all par-

ticipants. Performers selected for the class may choose repertoire from 

any style period. 

Pedagogy Sessions  Topic - “The Intermediate Student: Teaching and 

Preparation of the First Pieces by  Schumann and Chopin” 

2010 celebrates the bicentennial year of the birth of Schumann and Cho-

pin. Teaching the requisite musical and technical skills in the perform-

ance of the Romantics will be the focus of the two pedagogy sessions. 

Participants may request particular pieces for study and discussion.  

Entire Workshop fee (master class performer or auditor, and pedagogy 

sessions) - ECD$150.00. Master Class Auditing fee (excludes pedagogy 

sessions): ECD$75.00 

Duration: Saturday evening, July 24 (Opening Piano Recital), Sunday 

afternoon (Master Class), Monday (Master Class & Pedagogy Session), 

Tuesday morning, July 27 (Pedagogy Session) 

Applications: Send email application to ray.luck@verizon.net by June 

15, 2010. Workshop information may also be accessed at 

www.rayluck.com  

         

 

 ―A Regional Perspective for the Decade Ahead‖ 

The Caribbean Music Educators‘ Conference, hosted by the Saint Lucia 

School of Music and the Ministry of Education & Culture, will precede 

this year's International Piano Workshop. For registration forms and 

further details, contact John Paul Bailey, SLSM Director, Saint Lucia 

School of Music, tel. 1 758 452 2473; Email lcmusicschool@candw.lc 

The conference presents an opportunity for music educators in the Car-

ibbean to meet, discuss, and share ideas in defining a regional perspec-

tive on music education for the decade ahead.  The Conference pro-

gramme has been designed to attract teachers of the widest range of 

music disciplines.  The Conference will take place at the Bay Gardens 

Inn in Rodney Bay from Thursday, July 22  to Saturday, July 24.   

GUYANESE-BORN PIANIST RAY LUCK has performed in concert 

and recital in several music capitals  of the world.  His performances in 

New York's Alice Tully Hall, in London's Queen Elizabeth & Royal 

Albert Halls, in Paris's Théâtre des Champs Elysées and other major 

concert     venues have won public and critical acclaim.   

He has appeared as soloist with the Paris Conservatoire Orchestre de la 

Suisse Romande, and City of London Sinfonia, and has collaborated in 

chamber music performances with the New World and Lark String 

Quartets.  Concert tours have extended through East and West Europe, 

North and South America, the Caribbean, Asia, and Australia.  In 1992 

he was appointed a Member      of the Order of Service of Guyana and 

awarded the Cacique's Crown of Honor for outstanding musical 

achievements.      

 

RAY LUCK’S WORKSHOP AND MUSIC EDUCATORS CONFERENCE—ST.  LUCIA 

ARTS and CULTURE 

 

March  2010                                          

RAY LUCK’S SIXTH ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL 

PIANO WORKSHOP  
CARIBBEAN MUSIC EDUCATORS' CONFERENCE 

 HANSIB PUBLICATIONS  
Catalogues Available 

Hansib Publications of the U.K., has an 

extensive catalogue of publications number-

ing some 74 titles that are available world-

wide through bookstores. They also have 

direct ordering from their website. 

The titles are mainly by Guyanese and West 

Indian writers.  They include titles under the 

following headings: History, Nations Studies, 

Cultural Studies, Social Sciences and Poli-

tics; Biography; Younger Readers;  Literature 

and  Poetry; Cookery; Sport; The Arts‘  Fic-

tion and Law. 

You may download the two catalogs from the 

Guyanese  Online Weblog on these links: 

Link1– Catalogue 2008-2009  

Link 2– New Publications  

CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES ON CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE, HISTORY, ART AND 

CULTURE OF GUYANA AND THE CARIBBEAN 

Editorial 

Music and Symbolism in The Life and Death of Sylvia - Juanita Cox 

The Guyana Landscape and the Language of the Imagination in the Fiction of Wilson Harris -

Mark McWatt. 

Identity Formation in Ramabai Espinet's “The Swinging Bridge‖- Frank Birbalsingh 

Re-encountering Guyana: An Interview with Mark Mc Watt - Lucy Evans 

Sasenarine Persaud:  A Boundary-Crossing Ethnocentrist - Victor J. Ramraj and               

Jitesh  P. Parik 

Guyana's Dutch-Lexicon Creoles: The Demerara (dis)Connection - Ian Robertson 

Figures Trapped at the Forest's Edge - Kenwyn Crichlow 

When the Doomed are Mostly Eloquent in their Sinking - Edward Baugh 

I Wish you a Leaf Falling - Edward Baugh 

Not in the Loo - Velma Pollard 

Reflections in Broken Lines: the Seashore of a Child's Memory - Ameena Gafoor 

John Agard: Anancy Troubadour - Philip Nanton 

A Reading of Ameena Gafoor's Novel Extract - Michael Gilkes 

Moses Nagamootoo's ―Hendree's Cure: Madrassi  Experience in a New World “- Frank 

Birbalsingh 

Howard A. Fergus's “Love, Labour, Liberation” in Lasana Sekou - Fabian Adekunle Badejo 

Selwyn Cudjoe's Caribbean Visionary: ARF Webber and the Making of the Guyanese      

Nation‖ -Nigel Westmaas. 

THE ARTS JOURNAL  - Volume 5 Numbers 1&2- March 2009 

Hansib Publications Ltd 

PO Box 226, Hertford, Hertfordshire  

SG14 3WY. U.K. 

Ph:+44 (0) 208 523 0888. Fax: 0208 523 1155 

E-Mail: info@hansib-books.com 

W e b s i t e :  w w w . h a n s i b - b o o k s . c o m                       

www.amazon.co.uk 

The Editor of The Arts Forum‘s Page, Ameena Gafoor, can be reached by E-mail:  theartsjournal@live.co.uk 
or by phone:  592 227 6825.  

 

THE ARTS JOURNAL is available at all leading bookstores in Georgetown or from the editor or from  
Bernadette Persaud, e-mail: bernadettepersaud5@hotmail.com or by phone:  592 220 3337. 

mailto:ray.luck@verizon.net
http://www.rayluck.com/
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/hansib-catalogue-2008-email.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/hansib-catalogue-insert-page-v3-lr.pdf
mailto:info@hansib-books.com
http://www.hansib-books.com
http://www.amazon.co.uk/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=hansib&x=0&y=0
mailto:mailto:theartsjournal@live.co.uk
mailto:mailto:bernadettepersaud5@hotmail.com

