
   

 

ASSOCIATIONS 

The village of Buxton is situated on the East Coast, in the county of  

Demerara. It lies within Guyana‟s Demerara-Mahaica Region 4,  ap-

proximately 12 miles east of the capital city of Georgetown, and is part 

of the Buxton-Foulis Neighbourhood Democratic Council. April 2010 

will mark the 170th anniversary of the purchase of this former planta-

tion by 128 previously enslaved African descendants. 

On 1st August, 1838, slavery was officially abolished in Guyana. But for 

four years preceding this occurrence, the slaves served a period of ap-

prenticeship through which they earned small amounts of compensation 

for their labour. From their meagre wages, they resolutely saved some of 

their earnings, which they later pooled to purchase abandoned planta-

tions.  

It should be noted that although Victoria was purchased before Buxton, 

Buxton obtained its transport first on 2nd January, 1841. Following the 

first such purchase of what is now Victoria Village, in November 1839, 

by 83 former slaves, 128 of their fellow labourers from plantations be-

tween Lusignan and Non Pariel, East Coast Demerara, pooled their re-

sources to acquire the 500-acre Plantation New Orange Nassau from its 

proprietor, James Archibald Holmes, for $50,000, in April 1840. The 

newly established village was renamed Buxton in honour of Thomas 

Fowell Buxton, a British Member of Parliament, who had campaigned 

tirelessly for the abolition of slavery in the British colonies. 

In 1841, another 168 former slaves came together and purchased Friend-

ship, a 500-acre plantation adjacent east of Buxton for $80,000. They 

then merged the two communities to form the largest village in the coun-

try. Buxton-Friendship comprised the largest local authority and often 

led the way in negotiations with the colonial establishment. Heralded as 

the premier village in the country, it was the first village to be estab-

lished in an organized manner following the abolition of slavery and the 

commencement of the movement by former slaves to acquire and de-

velop their own lands across British Guiana. 

The founding fathers proceeded to lay out housing lots at the front of the 

village and corresponding farm lands at the back. They worked tirelessly 

building roads, digging drainage trenches and planting crops. They also 

created an administrative body, the Buxton-Friendship Village Council 

to oversee the maintenance of village infrastructure, collect property 

taxes, and to ensure residents adhered to a strict code of decency and 

morality by imposing fines on violators who committed such offences as 

public intoxication, use of profane language, gambling and fighting. 

Religious worship and Education were also very important to villagers. 

Places for the establishment of Christian churches and schools were 

allocated to the Congregational, Methodist and Roman Catholic 

Churches. The Anglican Church had already planted roots in the com-

munity in 1831, before it was acquired by the former slaves.  

According to Eusi Kwayana‟s Buxton Friendship in Print & Memory (pp 

27), “They made it clear that this was in gratitude for what God had done 

for them in relieving them from their captivity.” These institutions were 

later followed by the Seventh Day Adventist Church, the Church of God, 

The Lutheran Church, Brethren Church, the Jordanites,  the African 

Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church, Assemblies of God, Full Gospel 

Church, and a number of small „Faithist‟ groups.  

Buxton-Friendship once boasted one of the best education systems in 

the country with three secondary schools - Buxton Government Secon-

dary School, County High School and Smith‟s College. It also housed 

four primary schools-St. Augustine‟s Anglican School/Friendship Gov-

ernment School, Friendship Methodist (Wesleyan) School, Arundel Con-

gregational (Missionary) School and St. Anthony‟s Roman Catholic 

School.  

Early education was provided by a host of bottom-house Kindergarten 

schools, while skills and craft were taught to adolescents at the Trade 

School. The community shares a proud history of scholastic excellence 

through its many illustrious sons and daughters, some of whom were 

beneficiaries of the Buxton Scholarship, and who went on to serve in 

prestigious positions around the world. 

Buxton is also the original home of the popular Buxton Spice Mango. 

This distinctly sweet fleshy yellowish-red fruit, when ripe, grows abun-

dantly in the fertile backlands of the village. 

“Buxton People Stop Train” This legend goes back to 1862 when 

villagers, arming themselves with cutlasses, axes, sticks and other im-

plements, laid wait along the railway line to intercept a locomotive 

train carrying the governor, whose audience they fiercely sought. It was 

the last resort in a series of efforts by them to secure the abolishment of 

a repressive tax that was imposed on the properties of several villagers.  

As the train approached the village, sev-

eral men and women formed themselves 

into a human shield, forcing the driver to 

bring the train to an immediate halt. The 

protestors then proceeded to immobilize 

the engine by applying chains and locks 

to its wheels. This forced the governor to 

step out and meet with villagers. After 

listening to their complaint, he reportedly 

decided to rescind the burdensome tax. Ever since, Buxtonians have 

earned the reputation as a people of unequalled courage. 

Reeling from massive migration of its skilled and professional class to 

overseas destinations, Buxton continues to suffer from a severe eco-

nomic slowdown and social challenges. There are, however, fresh ef-

forts by a group of Buxtonians, led by Brothers Malcolm Parris and 

Bertrand Booker, to mobilize interest and resources for the redevelop-

ment of essential infrastructure in the Village. 

Tipperary Society Hall 

The first project earmarked is the erection 

of a multi-purpose community centre at 

the site where stood the legendary Tippe-

rary Society Hall. It is targeted for com-

pletion by the year 2012. When com-

pleted, it is expected to serve as a beacon 

of pride and progress for Buxton. 

.Note: Depiction of “Buxton People Stop Train” by Jonathan Azore; 
Tipperary Hall Artwork by Lyndon O. Barton.   Source: Website         

http://www.buxtonguyana.net/ 
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                     ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

The villagers and descendants and friends of Buxton-Friendship 

will be holding extensive celebrations this year to celebrate the 

170th Anniversary. Check the Buxton-Friendship Express, a 

newsletter that lists the various events in July-August.   

 Download  the Buxton Friendship Express newsletter here:  

 

The Calendar of Anniversary/Emancipation Events  can be 

viewed at the Buxton Guyana website ar this link: 

Calendar of Anniversary/Emancipation Events  - 2010 

 

Grand Variety Show in New York on May 2, 2010 - Flyer 

http://www.gina.gov.gy/gina_pub/laws/Laws/cap3906.pdf
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http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/02/buxton-flyer-variety-show.pdf

