
Guyana: Amerindian Heritage Month  

 

September every year has been designated as Amerindian Heritage Month in recognition of the 

sacrifices and contributions of Guyana's first inhabitants, the Amerindians. Similar observances 

are held in other countries to honour the contributions of their Native or Indigenous peoples. In 

the United States, for example, "Native American Heritage Day" is observed in late November, 

after Thanksgiving; and in some parts of the USA that have a large native population, the entire 

month of November is devoted to commemorating the Native American experience in the United 

States.  
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Stephen Campbell 

Stephen Campbell was an Arawakan Guyanese politician and political 
activist, and the first Amerindian Member of Parliament in Guyanese 
History.[1][2][3][4] 

Life: Stephen Joseph Campbell was born to Tiburtio A. Campbell and his wife, Maria 
dos Santos, in Moruca, British Guiana, on December 26, 1897. Both of Campbell's 
parents died when he was young, and he was subsequently raised by his grandmother. 
He was brought up as a devout Catholic. He studied at Santa Rosa Mission School, and 
subsequently worked for many years as a teacher and as a catechist in various regions 
of Guyana. Campbell married Umbelina Da Silva on 9 February, 1928. [5][6] 

On September 10 1957, Campbell became the first Amerindian Member of Parliament 
in Guyanese history, when he was elected onto the Legislative Council of British 
Guiana.[1][2][3] He subsequently joined the National Labour Front.[5]   Campbell died on 12 
May, 1966, just two weeks before Guyana won Independence from Great Britain.[5] 

Political legacy: Campbell is widely regarded as a hero by Amerindian communities in 
Guyana, and his achievements are celebrated on September 10th every year as a part 
of Amerindian Heritage Month.[          Source: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stephen_Campbell 
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