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Full scale industrial action by workers 
disrupted essential services of the 
Georgetown Municipality 

 

Capitol News TV video report 

Essential services of the 
Georgetown Municipality 
were severely disrupted 
as workers today entered 
the first day of a full scale 

industrial action. 

According to the workers 
union GLU, and the Guy-

ana Local Government Officers Union, the attitude 
of the Town Clerk, the disrespect for the union, the 
officers deposit for the workers and untimely pay-

ment of salaries are some of the contentious issues. 

And the workers today picketed outside of the coun-
cil’s headquarters calling for the Town Clerk to leave 
office. They believe that the Town Clerk is not look-

ing out for their best interests. 

The unions said that repeated attempts were made 
to have the workers grievances resolved but the 

town Clerk has refused to meet with them. 

And Deputy Mayor Patricia Chase-Greene is hoping 
for a speedy resolution to the matter but was con-
cerned  with statements attributed to the Town Clerk 
in sections of the press.  City Hall has been going 

through financial difficulties for quite awhile.   

 [view TV video report] 

Fire Chief speaks on challenges of the 
Fire Service’s fire fighting capabilities 
Capitol News TV video report 

Chief Fire Officer Marlon Gentle said non-functional 
fire hydrants, increasing road traffic and inadequate 
water supply are some of the major setbacks to the 
Guyana Fire Service fire fighting capabilities. The 
Guyana Fire Service has been coming under severe 
criticism over time but Gentle said that when firemen 

get to any scene they have to make difficult decisions. 

Gentle was speaking during an interview with this 
newscast. He told Capitol News that so far for this 
year the Guyana Fire Service has completed their in-
vestigations into those major fires and with the excep-
tion of the MFK fire which is inconclusive all the others 

were electrical in nature.  [ view TV video report ] 

 
Deputy Mayor says the Town Clerk has 
no authority to send City Hall PRO on 
leave  - Capitol News TV video Report 

Deputy Mayor Patricia Chase-Greene said that the 
Town Clerk does not have the authority to send any 
officer of the council on leave. She said that she is still 
puzzled by Town Clerk Carol Sooba’s decision and 
the law that gives her such authority to send Public 

Relations Officer Royston King on leave. 

King remains on the job and Chase-Greene said if the 
Town Clerk has any objection to King’s performance 
on duty, there are procedures that she has to follow.  

[Read more and view video] 

 

Georgetown 

Population (2002)  - 239,227 
Estimated population  now 354,964 

 
Greater Georgetown including suburban 
Areas are approx 87 sq/ml or 150 sq/km 

About 40% of Guyana’s population 
 

Picture by Mike Charles: looking east from the Demerara 
River. The Stabroek Market is in the foreground 
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Editorial:                   GEORGETOWN 

Welcome to the Guyanese Online Newsletter 

Georgetown, the capital city of Guyana, reported a popula-
tion of 239,227 in the 2002 Census. It is now estimated that 
over 350,000 people now live within the city and the Metro 
Greater Georgetown – over 80 sq/ml (150 sq/km). Guyana 
had a population of  751,223 in 2002, and it could be over 
780,000 today , so about 40% of the population lives in 
Greater Georgetown.   

In 2002 some 310,320 persons (41.3% of the population), 
lived in Region 4 (Demerara – Mahaica) which encom-
passes Georgetown. As the commercial, financial and ad-
ministrative capital, Georgetown is the hub of Guyana. Its 
population is greater than Barbados’s 270,000 but its ad-
ministration and services cannot be compared.  The rea-
sons are many but here are a few: 

No local government elections have been held in Guyana 
since 1994.  Interim Management Committees (IMC), se-
lected by the Central Government, are now being installed 
in most communities. An IMC is being slowly applied to 
Georgetown with the controversial new Town Clerk.  Local 
government legislation reforms have been stuck in parlia-
ment for years and IMC’s are not “Democracy in Action”. 

Many IMC have conflicts with the people they are supposed 
to serve – the latest being the Kwakwani IMC. This week, 
the residents voted in an elected council – real democracy 
in action. Here is another crisis unfolding in Region 10.  
Georgetown should have an elected council as well, with a 
well structured management and funding.  

The ability for the city to tax and collect new revenue has 
been constrained by the Central Government. The rates 
and taxes are in arrears by many large entities, including 
government, and these rates may not reflect inflation over 
the last 20 years.  The Central Government has had no 
systematic funding arrangements with Georgetown. 

To the objective observer it seems like the city  of George-
town is being systematically destroyed through willful ne-
glect by all.  Without working fire hydrants and an efficient 
fire brigade one can only surmise what would happen if 
there is a big conflagration like the one in 1945… maybe 
that is the plan … consciously or unconsciously of Guy-
anese in Georgetown today:  to destroy the “Garden City”, 
now labeled the “Garbage City”. I hope I am wrong. 

Let us hope that the current city clean up is ongoing, and 
that Georgetown is saved from its gradual destruction. 
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By: Cyril Bryan. Editor and Publisher 

This is the 29th edition of the Guyanese 

Online Newsletter.  It culminates 29 months 
of publishing  the Blog and monthly News-

letters.     Thanks for your support…… 

Guyanese Online 

The Guyanese Online Newsletter and the Guyanese 
Online Blog Website are independent publications  ed-

ited, produced and published by Cyril Bryan.   

Guyanese organizations get free advertising.  Adver-
tising rates for commercial entities are reasonable. 
Donations are accepted with THANKS.  

 E-mail address:   cybryan@gmail.com 

August 1 – 31 - 30 Most popular entries 
Click and Check the entries on the Blog/Website  

1. Olympic hopeful – Matt Centrowitz Jr – Guy-
anese roots 

2. Olympics: IOC investigating suspicious items in rooms 
of Caribbean athletes 

3. Vivian Lee passes at the age of 93 
4. Guyanese ringleader in major US credit card 

scam jailed 
5. GUYANA and CARIBBEAN RECIPES 
6. Usain Bolt Olympics 2012 Schedule: 
7. Fruits of Trinidad and Tobago – and Guyana 
8. When Brown people think they are White 
9. Usain Bolt – The Fastest Man Alive (Documentary) 
10. St. Joseph, St. Rose’s; St. Stanislaus – Labor Day 

Jam Sept. 1 – Brooklyn. NYC 
11. Rihanna took Oprah Winfrey for a tour 

around Barbados 
12. A Tribute to Hugh Cholmondeley – By Sir 

Ronald Sanders 
13. Famous People of Guyanese Heritage 
14.  Dave Martins – the story behind “Not A Blade 

of Grass” 
15.  St. Joseph High School Reunion 2012 – Aug 25th to 

Sept 1st, 2012 – Brooklyn, NY 
16. Melanie Fiona – Gone And Never Coming Back –

 video 
17. QC-Bishops Labour Day Sunday Jam- Brooklyn NY – 

Sept 2, 2012 
18. Miss Guyana World 2012 makes NYC appearance 
19. Old Jet Magazines – from 1950 onwards 
20. Ramotar has embraced the mistakes of his predeces-

sor – Joey Jagan 
21. Toronto Foundation – 10th anniversary – Dinner & 

Dance – September 15, 2012 
22. The Diaspora and Guyana – commentary 
23. Georgetown – Massive clean-up of city begins today 
24. Hugh Cholmondeley – his contribution to broadcasting  
25. Raising an Olympian – GABBY DOUGLAS 
26. A most disgraceful situation – No fire hydrants 

in Georgetown 
27. After Buxton, what Linden means for Africans in Guy-

ana -Tacuma Ogunseye 
28. Guyana Postcards designed by Lyndon Barton 
29. World Maps – This is a fantastic information tool 
30. President Donald Ramotar visits Linden under 

heavy security 
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BLOG ENTRIES 

BLOG ENTRIES   -  AUGUST 2012 

1. 2012: Something Is Going On!? – NASA debunks 
concerns – 3 videos  

2. US: Drought threatens crops – millions may 
go hungry  

3. Guyana: Amerindians and mining  
4. Eusi Kwayana: various articles on and by 

Eusi Kwayana  
5. E.R. Braithwaite – articles, radio, and movies of 

“To Sir With Love”  
6. ‘To Sir with Love Author’ E.R Braithwaite is a Spe-

cial Person 
7. 10 Top Telecommuting Jobs to Live Abroad  
8. GUYANA and CARIBBEAN RECIPES  
9. Georgetown – The Great Fire of 1945  
10. Surviving Brazil's Hyperinflation in the 1990s  
11. Billionaires, bigotry and Barack – commentary  
12. Story: “BREAD” by Ron Persaud  
13. Georgetown – Massive clean-up of city be-

gins today  
14. Homeless Boy Steals The Talent Show 
15. Senior Guyanese Friendship Association Bazaar – 

Sept 22, 2012 
16. Melanie Fiona – Gone And Never Coming Back –

 video  
17. Guyanese ringleader in major US credit card 

scam jailed  
18. Hundreds of booths expected at Guyexpo 2012  
19. Linden rebuilding begins in Guyana  
20. ‘To Sir with Love’ author receives surprise Na-

tional Award  
21. Inter-Guiana Cultural Festival – celebration of 

rich mosaic  
22. India cyber blockades in wake of ethnic violence  
23. Is China the next superpower? – video  
24. Suriname – Sell Off – video  
25. The Crisis of Civilization : Full Movie  
26. Why Revolt Is All We Have Left – Chris 

Hedges Interview  
27. The USA government is in deep financial trouble  
28. USPS – Letter Carriers Consider Bringing Back 

Banking Services  
29. Guyana’s National Census Day is September 

15, 2012  
30. Corruption Corrodes Future of Guyana's Youth 
31. Lesson from Linden – commentary  
32. Caribbean jurists likely for Guyana probe 

into killings  

33. The Canadian Rockies Souvenir Video  
34. Transit through Linden re-established – 

Joint Services  
35. Billboard Music Awards 2011  
36. Rihanna Live concerts – 2 videos  
37. Linden crisis…Cautious optimism as Govt., Re-

gion 10 officials reach consensus  
38. Text of the agreement between Government and 

Reg.10 Council  
39. Letter to the Editor – by Eusi Kwayana 
40. QC-Bishops Labour Day Sunday Jam- Brooklyn 

NY – Sept 2, 2012 
41. Guyana Christian Charities Canada – Fall Dance 

– Toronto- September 22, 2012  
42. The Guyana Friends Association (UK) – Social 

and mini Concert – September 30 
43. Vivian Lee passes at the age of 93  
44. Usain Bolt – The Fastest Man 

Alive (Documentary) 
45. President Donald Ramotar visits Linden under 

heavy security.  
46. Georgetown’s garbage – Citizens say blame 

game should stop 
47. Leaked NCN report says…No evidence GT&T 

was billed ….  
48. Ramjattan cautions government…“Stop dilly-

dallying with Linden” 
49. Lindeners will rebuild burnt school – Reg. 

10 Chairman  
50. After Buxton, what Linden means for Africans in 

Guyana -Tacuma Ogunseye  
51. Ramotar has embraced the mistakes of his 

predecessor – Joey Jagan  
52. Guyana Medical Relief – 28 th Anniversary Sou-

venir Brochure  
53. Genes may help, but Caribbean Olympians were 

nurtured to success  
54. Rihanna and Shontelle mix business with pleas-

ure in Barbados  
55. Bolt considers Australian cricket offer — report  
56. Miss Guyana Universe Pageant launched  
57. Olympics: IOC investigating suspicious items in 

rooms of Caribbean athletes 
58. Second Inter-Guiana Cultural Fest to be held in 

Georgetown, Guyana. 
59. Hugh Cholmondeley – his contribution to broad-

casting – video 
60. Guyana and Canada have restated support for 

each other’s development thrust – video 
61. Tourism and Hospitality Association worried 

about advisories by Foreign Missions – video 

We entered 117 new items in August 2012.  We now have 
over 1825 items on various subjects 

Click on the item and view it on the Blog 
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BLOG ENTRIES   -  AUGUST 2012 

62. Hypocrisy in Education – Perpetrating illiteracy –
 commentaries 

63. When Brown people think they are White 
64. Puttin’ on the Ritz … in Moscow! – ‘flash 

mob” video 
65. Corruption investigations: NCN and East 

Coast Highway 
66. “Agitating” police officer ordered out of Lin-

den operation 
67. Linden – an in-depth analysis 
68. Is Linden a diversion from corruption investiga-

tions? – 3 articles 
69. Can anyone now question Usain Bolt’s legendary 

status? – commentary 
70. London 2012 – commentary 
71. Usain Bolt is for the ages – commentary 
72. Central High School will not be scrapped 

and relocated 
73. “Fiery Friday” at Linden 
74. A Tribute to Hugh Cholmondeley – By Sir 

Ronald Sanders 
75. Even Scotland Yard is doing the Bolt Pose 
76. Guyana opposition again votes down funds for 

government agencies 
77. Toronto Foundation – 10th anniversary – Dinner & 

Dance – September 15, 2012  
78. Government calls off meeting with Region 10 

reps; security forces taking control of roadways  
79. Region 10 reps accuse government of trying to 

derail talks  
80. The Guyana Friends Association (UK) – Social 

and mini Concert – September 30  
81. PATH to FREEDOM: My Story of Perseverance 

by Conrad Taylor  
82.  QC’s Jonelle James tops CAPE 
83. Bolt 1st with 2 golds in 200; leads Jamai-

can sweep 
84. E. R. Braithwaite for Inter-Guianas culture fest 
85. St. Joseph High School Reunion 2012 – Aug 25th 

to Sept 1st, 2012 – Brooklyn, NY 
86. St. Joseph, St. Rose’s; St. Stanislaus – Labor Day 

Jam Sept. 1 – Brooklyn. NYC 
87. Deferred action program could legalize 1.8 million 

young immigrants 
88. Bolt and Blake give Jamaica a ‘birthday present’ 
89. The Diaspora and Guyana – commentary 
90. Rihanna took Oprah Winfrey for a tour 

around Barbados 
91. Caribbean Carnival unleashes loud and joy-

ous spirits 
92. USAIN BOLT – videos 

93. West Indies wrap up victory, series triumph over 
New Zealand 

94. Olympics 100m final: Usain Bolt wins gold at Lon-
don 2012 

95. Brazil: Invisible Barriers to Fresh Fruit Export 
Sales 

96. Raising an Olympian – GABBY DOUGLAS 
97. Caribbean Carnival set to blast off – in Toronto 
98. Linden yet to return to normalcy 
99. Daphne Koller: What we’re learning from online 

education – video 
100.Majora Carter: Greening the ghetto – video 
101.Stephen Ritz: A teacher growing green in the 

South Bronx 
102.Guyana Postcards designed by Lyndon Barton 
103. Public will push Rohee out of office- Granger at 

Buxton police killings monument 
104.Usain Bolt Olympics 2012 Schedule 
105.Toronto Foundation – 10th anniversary – Dinner 

& Dance – September 15, 2012 
106.Suriname taxes gold miners en masse 
107.A most disgraceful situation – No fire hydrants 

in Georgetown 
108.Dave Martins – the story behind “Not A Blade 

of Grass” 
109.Guyana Cultural Association of New York – Ra-

dio Program 
110.Slain Lindeners laid to rest…Monument to be 

erected in their honour – Granger 
111.Emancipation Messages: 2012 
112.Emancipation Day Message from His Excel-

lency, President Donald Ramotar 
113.Big turnout at Square for viewing of 

slain Lindeners 
114.Happy First of August – Eusi Kwayana 
115.QC-Bishops Labour Day Sunday Jam- Brooklyn 

NY – Sept 2, 2012 
116.India blackout, on second day, leaves 600 mil-

lion without power 
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Guyana Christian Charities  Fall Dance—September 22, 2012 
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Senior Guyanese Friendship    
Association 

         

          CENTURY21 CAMDEC Real Estate Ltd. Celebrates 

 35th Anniversary in 2012 

               Hemthorn Investments Corporation Celebrates 

 26th Anniversary in 2012 
 

Camille De Castro FRI formed CAMDEC Real Estate Ltd. on January 4 1977.  

Rupert De Castro joined Camille in CAMDEC in August 1977.  CAMDEC 

joined the CENTURY 21 system in 1978 at which time, Camille and Rupert 

were the only agents. 

 

Hemthorn, owned by Camille and Rupert, owns and manages the 17,000 sq.ft. 

building from which CENTURY21 CAMDEC operates.  The majority of space 

is divided into private, fully furnished offices which we rent from $309.00/mth 

on short terms, 1-24 months +. 

 

At the “peak” of the market in 1989 Camille and Rupert worked with 230+ sales associates speaking 

some 30 different languages, 23 support staff, opened the office from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 7 days a 

week and closed $6.75 million in commissions (1988).  

 

In April of 1989 the market turned: The average house price in Toronto dropped 

from a peak of $273,698 in 1989 to $198,150 in 1996.  

 

Then the market turned to the positive again. The average price increased in 

1997 and has done so each year since, to an average of $465,294 (year to date 

October 2011).  With interest rates set to rise, one would expect the pace to be 

tempered. 

 

It this a good time to buy a house as an investment? NO. 

 

It this a good time to buy a home to live in?  Yes, especially if you can accom-

modate a tenant in a separate entrance apartment in your basement.  Rent of 

$800 per month carries $150,000 + of your mortgage.  This process affords you 

the opportunity of buying another property as an investment sooner. 

 

For more information on buying your first home or selling your property for the 

maximum price with the least amount of inconvenience and within your time 

frame and/or building a portfolio of investment properties (houses), I am a 

phone call away                   c: 416-817-7604 – 24 hours or Email 

(adecastro@trebnet.com). 

 

Are you in your 20’s/30’s ++ and want a better chance of becoming a million-

aire? The younger you are the greater time advantage you have. Buy a house and 

another and then another.  I will lease the property for you to your first tenants at 

no cost and will literally teach you how to handle your investments. 

 

TALK TO SOMEONE WHO UNDERSTANDS THE PROCESS AND IS 

WILLING TO IMPART HIS KNOWLEDGE OF RESIDENTIAL REAL ES-

TATE INVESTMENTS (HOUSES).  SOMEONE WHO HAS HIMSELF 

DONE IT. 

 

INFORMATION IS PROVIDED WITHOUT OBLIGATION. 

 

TALK TO SOMEONE WHO UNDERSTANDS THE 

PROCESS AND IS WILLING TO IMPART HIS KNOWL-

EDGE OF RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS 

(HOUSES).  SOMEONE WHO HAS HIMSELF DONE IT. 

INFORMATION IS PROVIDED WITHOUT OBLIGATION  

 

A. Rupert De Castro CMA, 
Broker of Record 
Bus. (416) 298-2800   Res.   (416) 
292-1056       Cel. (416) 817- 7604 

“When young, build assets…       

   Then build cash flow.” 

Social and mini Concert 

 – September 30, 2012 

  The Guyana Friends Association (UK) will 
be holding a Social and mini Concert on Sun-

day, 30 September, 2012 at the St Paul’s 
Church Hall, St Paul’s Road, Thornton Heath, 

CR7 8NB, Surrey, starting at 16.00 (4.00pm).   

Tickets for adults are £10, and children 

aged 12-16 £5.   

There will be Caribbean cuisine and sweet-
meats on sale, along with poetry, dancing, 

songs, etc. 

Registered Charity No 1025298.  All proceeds 

go to schools in Guyana.” 

For more info contact: Bridgit A Sam-Bailey 

(Ms)  – Bridgit@bsambailey.com 

 
ANNUAL BAZAAR AND CR AFT 

SALE 
 

Saturday, September 29, 2012 

From:  12 noon to 5 p.m. 

Venue:  Dennis Timbrell Community Centre, 

29 St Dennis Dr., Don Mills. Toronto. Canada. 

Crafts & raffles 

Finger Licking Guyanese & Caribbean 

Foods: 

Cookup rice, curry and roti, black pudding, 
potato balls, pastries, sweetbreads, fudge, 
home made ice cream, mauby, ginger beer, 

sorrel, and much, much more!! 

Make donations please call:-   Carmen: 905-

837-1922 or Joyce:  416-292-5660 

Download Flyer: Senior Guyanese friendship Association 
Bazaar – September 29, 2012 

The Guyana Friends Association 
UK. London England 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
mailto:adecastro@trebnet.com
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/senior-guyanese-friendship-association-bazaar-september-22-2012.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/senior-guyanese-friendship-association-bazaar-september-22-2012.pdf
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A group of former students of Kabakaburi Primary 
School, in the Upper Pomeroon River, Essequibo, 

returned to their school in August 2012 and hosted a 

2 day “give back to your community” event.   

The Group, headed by Coleen Marfo-Agyiri who now 
resides in Canada, consisted of the following team 

members: 

 Desiree Alstrom and Emanuel Roberts from Can-

ada 

 Iolinda Roberts, Carl Misir and Laura Paddy from 

NY, USA 

 Michael and Pam Gomes from Texas, USA 

 Compton Williams, Coleen Williams and Wilma 

Que from Florida. USA 

 Louis Lowe from Antigua, W.I. 

 Caroline Paddy and Megan Culpepper from 

Georgetown, Guyana 

On August 3rd, the group hosted a “Fun Day” for the 
present students (a total of 262), their parents and 
teachers.  However other children from neighboring 
villages also attended so a total of 502 children were 
registered that day.  Each student received a new 

backpack, a lunch bag and school supplies.   

Since the children were not able to watch the London 
Olympics on Television, we decided to have our own 
Olympics.  Children competed among themselves in 
a variety of sporting activities and at the end of the 
day, gold, silver and bronze medals were handed 

out.   

There were lots of treats, food, drinks and prizes for 
everyone.  Mr. Michael Gomes, a former teacher 
who now resides in Texas, and Mrs. Wilma Que, a 
former student who now resides in Florida, spoke to 
the children and their parents about the importance 
of staying in school and completing their education.  

In addition, the following items were presented to the  

School Mistress Miss Ceila Persaud: 
 

 A 51” flat screen Television Set 

 A music system 

 Books for the library 

 Cricket Gear 

 A stove for the Home Economics Centre 

 A new battery for the generator 

 A table tennis set (bought after the event but was 

sent down to the HM) 

ASSOCIATIONS 

EDUCATION 

Kabakaburi School Reunion, 2012  

On August 4th, the group hosted a Formal School 
Reunion for students from (1950 – 1989).  Teachers 
who taught during that time period were honoured at 
the event and they each received a “Certificate of 
Appreciation”.    Guests were treated to a meet and 
greet cocktail hour, a sit down dinner, toasted the 
teachers with champagne, enjoyed an open bar and 
danced the night away to the sounds of “The CALI-

BROS", a local band….  a night to remember. 

Many thanks to all our Corporate Sponsors, Heys 
International Ltd, Thermos Canada, Wartsila Opera-
tions Guyana Inc., Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Spirit – Florida, Guyanese Cultural Network of 
Tampa Bay, Inc.,  Yhann Engineering, Nirvana Real 
Estate Inc. – NY, Auto Clip for Auto Parts – USA, 

Caribbean Shipping Express – NY.  

To everyone involved in planning, coordinating and 
executing these events, many thanks.  Giving back 

really does feel good. 

Kabakaburi students assemble for the “Fun Day” 

Some of the backpacks , books, music system and TV that were donated 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
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Tribute from Committee for the Improvement of Buxton (CIMBUX)  
For:  Dr. Violet Elma Stephenson 
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CANADA 

Order Republic of GUYANA postcards by BartonCreations 

 

memorable evening. 

 “Buxtonians are a caring people” 

 “Caring was so extensive that many of us would 

have problems tracing our roots 

 because of the many aunts and uncles we have” 

 “Buxtonians are great educators.” 

 “Remember the free extra lessons after school 

and on Saturdays?  I ask each of 

 you to drop a few lines to your teachers just to 

say thank you.” 

 “Buxton is the premier village” 

 “Buxtonians are a responsible people who are 

too proud to beg.” 

 “Buxton women are a rare breed.” 

 “Buxton women were always liberated.” 

 “Buxtonians are a reliable people” 

 “Buxtonians are a respecting people” 

 “Buxtonians are a proud people.” 

Dr. Viola Elma Stephenson had a profound effect 
on those who were present, and her speech reso-
nated within the Buxton Diaspora for many years.  
She was the soul of the evening.  Many still remem-

ber her for her inspiring keynote address. 

The CIMBUX family will truly miss her.   

May her soul rest in peace. 

This is the latest of the Guyana Postcards designed 
by Lyndon Barton featuring various pictures of The 
Republic of GUYANA, now available at Zazzle.com' 
 
Stamps tell a story.  Together they represent a picto-
rial showcase of what Guyana is most noted for. One 
example is the replica of Guyana half penny magenta 
stamp that is most prominently featured at the cen-
ter of the map of stamps.  This stamp is the rarest 
and most valuable stamp in the world.   
The postcard features other stamps like the world 
renowned Kaieteur Falls, the spectacular flora and 
fauna, and aspects of Guyana’s  history , culture, and 
various industries….    Lyndon O. Barton - Artist          

 Click here to see the Ad in Guyanese Online 

BartonCreations   

click 

Dr. Violet Elma Stephenson 
was a distinguished daughter of 
Buxton who proudly exhibited her 

Buxton roots. 

CIMBUX recognized this outstanding daughter of 

Buxton at its first Buxtonian reunion that was held on 
November 7th, 1987 in Washington, DC.  On that 
occasion, she was honored for outstanding achieve-
ments in the field of medicine, specializing in the 
area of psychiatry.  The many awards and honors 
bestowed upon her at that stage of her career by the 
various institutions were duly observed in her intro-

duction. 

However, it was in her role as the keynote speaker of 
the evening that she revealed her knowledge of Bux-
ton.  A central theme of her speech was the role of 
teachers in Buxton and the care and love they 
showed their students in the classroom and in the 

community.   

She mentioned some of those teachers who made 
steadfast contributions to the scholarly upward mobil-
ity of the children of Buxton, some of whom were in 
attendance that evening.  The following is an excerpt 
of her exultations of Buxtonians from her speech that 

Click  here to download Obituary 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://www.zazzle.com/republic_of_guyana_postcard-239252265984571873?view=&rf=238857129090868835&CMPN=emc_en-us_product_to_friend_v3_order
http://www.zazzle.com/republic+of+guyana+postcards
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/08/04/guyana-postcards-designed-by-lyndon-barton/
http://www.zazzle.com/BartonCreations?rf=238857129090868835&CMPN=emc_en-us_product_to_friend_v3_seller
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2012/09/violet-elma-stephenson-obituary.pdf
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PATH to FREEDOM:  
My Story of Perseverance by Conrad Taylor 

Inter Guianas Cultural Festival opens 

August 31, 2012 
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..nostalgic for some, shocking to many, and 

enlightening for others… 

 The Smithsonian Institute has selected it for 

display in its Anacostia Museum Library. 

 It was the Second Place Winner in the Autobiog-
raphy/Memoir category of the 2011 Royal Palm 
Literary Awards Competition held in Orlando 

Florida October 2011. 

More than a memoir, the histori-
cally-accurate PATH to FREEDOM 
provides a unique prism through 
which to see the cultural trauma of 
emigration, the unique experience 
that is West Point, the personal 
side of Cold-War-era geopolitics, 
and the mayhem of Third World 
politics…. Including Guyana’s GDF 

before emigrating to the USA. 

The view will be nostalgic for some, shocking to 
many, and enlightening for others. You will find 
more information about PATH to FREEDOM: My 

Story of Perseverance at the website here 

Contact: Conrad Taylor – 407-876-6347 
E-Mail:  conrad@tcfbusgroup.com   
Website:  www.tcfbusgroup.com 
 
ORDER: PATH to FREEDOM: My Story of 

Perseverance  <  click for - Paperback or eBook 

ARTS – CULTURE 

The National Cultural Centre came alive Thursday 
night as the Second Inter-Guianas Cultural Festival 
was declared open in pomp and style and with an ar-
ray of cultural items showcasing the three Guianas 
(Suriname, French Guiana and Guyana), the Govern-

ment Information Agency (GINA) reported. 

The Festival seeks to build bridges of friendship 
among the Guianas and provides for the celebration 
of cultural practices among celebrants in the various 
countries, and allows for the interaction of cultural 
practitioners, administrators and those in love with 
and willing to learn about culture and the practices in 

the various countries at one celebration. 

Prime Minister Samuel Hinds said that the auspicious 
launching of the Inter-Guianas Cultural Festival repre-
sents an important development in the relations 
among Guyana-French Guiana-and Suriname, as it 
widens the existing areas of cooperation and deepens 
the ties among the three countries which geographi-
cally lie side by side on the shoulder of the continent 

of South America. 

“The ties between our three nations have been con-
strained historically by each of us having been colo-

nies of England, Holland and France. 

He added that the great diversity of the peoples, the 
variations in food, dress, song and other cultural 
manifestations – when combined with the influences 
of the different colonising powers have created an in-

tense image and fascinating Mosaic. 

“The Inter-Guianas Cultural Festival is a celebration of 
this diversity…it is an attempt to bring to the fore the 
priceless cultural treasures that we possess…it is an 
attempt to share with each other these traditions, 

practices and traditional resources,”  [read more]. 

Members of the Surinamese delegation showcasing their 
talents at the opening of the Guinas Cultural Festival be-
ing held in Guyana.  French Guiana, Suriname and Guy-

ana are represented at the event. 

The three Guianas in drums  

http://www.demerarawaves.com/index.php/201208244452/Latest/inter-guianas-cultural-festival-opens.html
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://www.tcfbusgroup.com/
mailto:conrad@tcfbusgroup.com
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/10/25/guyanese-west-point-graduate-wins-literary-award/www.tcfbusgroup.com
http://www.tcfbusgroup.com/
http://www.tcfbusgroup.com/
http://www.demerarawaves.com/index.php/201208244452/Latest/inter-guianas-cultural-festival-opens.html
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Minister launches Amerindian Heritage Month 

ARTS-CULTURE 
August 31, 2012 
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“AN OTHER CARIBBE AN”:  
THE ARTS JOURNAL Volume 7       

Numbers 1 & 2 (2011) 

Review by Nigel Westmaas 

Nigel Westmaas is Assistant Professor of Africana 
Studies  at Hamilton College, a liberal arts University 

in New York. 

Keeping an arts journal (or for that matter any journal) 
alive and active is a traditionally difficult commission in 
Guyana. By the standards of journals and periodicals of 
any kind Timehri, Kyk-Over-al and Kaie are the three way 
ahead of the rest in terms of durability. Timehri has the 
record with a century of publication. Kyk-Over-Al, more 
exclusively cultural in content than Timehri, was started by 
the British Guiana Writers Association in 1945 and was 
still being maintained, with the occasional lapse, until the 
late 1990s. Fifty years plus! A remarkable record by any 
standard.   

Download:  THE ARTS JOURNAL Volume 7 Review 

Written by Chriseana Ramrekha—Guyana Chronicle 

Thursday, 23 August 2012  

MINISTER of Amerindian Affairs, Pauline Sukhai, 
yesterday launched Amerindian Heritage Month 
2012 with a press conference at the Hinterland Stu-

dents' Dormitory, Liliendaal, East Coast Demerara. 

This year, the month will be observed under the 
theme: Embracing Our Identity, Celebrating Our 

Culture. 

“This year, I believe that, as we prepare for heritage 
celebrations, it is only fitting for us to officially intro-
duce to the nation the activities that will take centre 

stage in a couple of days”, the minister said. 

On August 31 at 17:00hrs, there will be an interfaith 
service highlighting the Halleluiah religion, the initial 
religion that was practised by early Amerindian fami-
lies, particularly of Regions 7 and 8. Minister Sukhai 
said that other religious denominations will also be a 

part of this service, including the Rastafarians. 

According to her, a grand launch of Amerindian Heri-
tage Month will be held on September 1, which will 
be graced by numerous dignitaries, including Presi-
dent Donald Ramotar. This launch will include cul-
tural performances including, dance, song and po-

CALL FOR PARTICIPATION 
Guyana Cultural Association of 

New York, Inc.  
& 

 Department of Culture, Ministry of 

Culture, Youth, and Sports 
Guyana Folk Festival 2012:  Sympo-

sium 

“Masquerade Lives.” 
Georgetown, Guyana 

South America 
December 13, 14, 2012 

 
Guyana Folk Festival Secretariat 

1368 E. 89 Street, Suite # 2.  Brooklyn, New York, NY 11236.  

U.S.A. 

TEL: 718.209.5207. FAX: 718.209.6157 WEBSITE: 

www.guyfolkfest.org   

At August 22 launch, fifth from right, is Minister of Amerin-
dian Affairs, Pauline Sukhai; with members of the planning 

committee for Amerindian Heritage Month 2012.  

etry. During the course of the month, numerous ac-
tivities will be held throughout the country as this 

year they have extended the activities venues. 

The craft exhibition will be held at the Umana Yana, 
Kingston, from  September 1-5, and will feature the 
display and sale of bamboo, tibisiri and balata prod-
ucts, as well as indigenous jewellery, such as beads 
and necklaces. Minister Sukhai said that hosting this 
event at the Umana Yana brings it closer to a wider 
populated areas and one of their main focuses is on 

inviting school children to the exhibition.  [read more] 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2012/06/the-arts-journal-volume-7-review.pdf
http://www.guyfolkfest.org
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2012/09/minister-launches-amerindian-heritage-month.pdf
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Guest Editorial 

Allegations of Corruption 

The Donald Ramotar administration has spent much 
of the eight months or so that it has been in office 
fending off demands for independent inquiries into 
various allegations of corruption said to have been 
perpetrated during the period when Mr Bharrat Jag-
deo’s government was in office. Many of the charges 
have to do with the alleged illegal use of state re-
sources to enrich friends of the administration and 

party members. 

Ralph Ramkarran article 

These charges of corruption are not coming from the 
PPP/C’s political opponents alone. Even among ob-
jective observes with no known political axe to grind 
there exists a strong conviction that corruption flour-
ished under the Jagdeo administration. Up until now 
the most significant pronouncement on the corrup-
tion issue has been made by former PPP/C stalwart 
Ralph Ramkarran who,  in his June 17  Mirror article, 
laid claim to an awareness “of enough verifiable 
cases of corruption“ to be satisfied that it is 

“pervasive”. 

Corruption could no longer be ignored 

Also that while he conceded that the circumstances 
made “disclosure” a “major problem” for President 
Ramotar’s government, he pointed out that it was no 
longer tenable for the PPP/C administration to 
sweep the mountain of corruption charges aside with 
excuses that included calls for “proof,”  assertions 
about the regular publication of the Auditor General’s 
reports and a declaration of assets to the Integrity 
Commission. What Mr Ramkarran was apparently 
saying was that in the matter of corruption the 
Ramotar administration and the PPP/C were more-

or-less cornered. 

Opening up or Sheltering Corruption 

What Mr Ramkarran also appears to have done is 
put before the President the options of either open-
ing up the corruption charges to independent scru-
tiny or continuing to seek shelter behind fragile walls 
that have long collapsed in the face of the “pervasive 
evidence” to which he referred. The latter choice, of 
course, would mean that President Ramotar would, 
in effect, be mortgaging his own administration to the 

serious perceived shortcomings of its predecessor. 

Of course, the PPP was badly rattled by what Mr 
Ramkarran had to say about corruption. What his 
pronouncement meant was that neither the party 
nor the Ramotar administration could mount a de-
fence against corruption charges based on a circling 
of the wagons and shrill calls for ‘evidence’ of 
wrongdoing. Once Mr Ramkarran had spoken there 
was little that either the Ramotar administration or 

the party could say in their defence. 

No inclination to investigate 

Still, up until now the Ramotar administration has 
shown no inclination to grasp the nettle of corrup-
tion. Neither the position taken by Mr Ramkarran 
nor the demands of the political opposition for inves-
tigations into various allegations of corruption have 
elicited any profound response from the President. 
This is not a responsibility that the President can 
evade. By not nailing his colours to the mast on the 
corruption issue he will continue to be dogged by 
two problems. First, his agenda will be perceived to 
include the covering up of the alleged corrupt prac-
tices perpetrated under the Jagdeo government. 
The second point, of course, has to do with the fact 
that public and private sector functionaries who had 
been fingered in corruption allegations during Mr 
Jagdeo’s tenure will be perceived as having re-
tained their closeness to the government under the 

Ramotar administration. 

Is President Ramotar Powerless? 

Whether or not Mr Ramkarran’s hoped for “crusade 
against corruption by the government” will manifest 
itself under President Ramotar’s administration will 
probably depend on the calculation which the Presi-
dent makes as to how such a “crusade” will affect 
the PPP/C’s political interests. Only the outcome of 
that political calculation can tell us whether or not 
the “new dimension” of “aggressive” anti-corruption 
to which Mr Ramkarran referred is within the Presi-

dent’s reach. 

It is the President, in the final analysis, who must 
make the call. That call has to do with whether or 
not he can live with being remembered as a Presi-
dent who allowed his term in office to be compro-
mised by the shortcomings of that of his predeces-
sor. Or perhaps it may be that President Ramotar is 
powerless to retire the continued momentum of a 
gravy train to the political junkyard. Again, it is to the 

President that we must look for answers. 

Stabroek News - August 21, 2012- Editorial 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2012/opinion/editorial/08/21/corruption-and-the-ramotar-administration/print/
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  Guyana’s Parliament and Governance 

 

Parliament of the 

Cooperative 

Republic of Guyana  

Guyana’s Coat of Arms and  an aerial view of Guyana’s Parliament Buildings Note:  Click headlines to 

read the articles in full 

Former presidents' benefits for Select 

Committee review  
August 2, 2012 

The combined opposition late Thursday night used 
its one-seat majority In Guyana’s National Assembly 
to move a step closer to addressing the controversial 

benefits package being paid to former presidents. 

A motion brought by the APNU’s Shadow Finance 
Minister Carl Greenidge to amend the Former Presi-
dent’s (Benefits and Other Facilities) Act 2009 was 
sent to a Special Select Committee on the insistence 

of the opposition after almost five hours of debate. 

He told the House that they will not be looking to re-
duce the former president’s pension which is seven-
eights the salary of the sitting president, but rather to 

place caps on the open-ended benefits.  [read more] 

 

Government, opposition agree to 
Terms of Reference to probe killing of 
Lindeners  
 
August 21, 2012 

Guyana's opposition and government on Tuesday 
reached agreement on the Terms of Reference for a 
Commission of Inquiry into the shooting death of 
three persons during clashes between police and 

protesters in Linden on July 18. 

This marks a major step towards appointing five ju-
rists- two from Guyana and three from Jamaica and 
Trinidad and Tobago- to be commissioners. They are 
Guyanese Justices Claudette Singh and Cecil Ken-
nard and Former National Security Minister of Ja-
maica, Senior Counsel K.D. Knights; former Chief 
Justice of Jamaica, Lensley Wolfe and former inde-
pendent senator in Trinidad and Tobago, Senior 
Counsel Dana Seetahal.  Government hopes that the 
commission would begin its work by the end of Au-

gust and complete in about eight weeks.  [more] 

Ramotar admits collusion among con-
tractors, engineers 
AUGUST 15, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS  

  … debunks ‘corruption’ allegations as 

“great exaggeration”  

Some political circles have in recent 
days labeled the prolonged Linden fall-
out a diversionary tactic to shy away 
from the issue of pervasive corruption 
at entities such as the National Communications Net-
work and the National Industrial Commercial and In-

vestments Limited among others.  

Head of State, Donald Ramotar, has weighed in on 
the corruption debate. “I think a lot of it in our country 
has to do with great exaggeration on the part of po-
litical opposition but that does not mean that corrup-

tion does not exist in our society.” 

Ramotar was at the time appearing on state televi-
sion where he did admit that “there is some collusion 
be tween  cont racto rs  and  eng inee rs . ” 
He says that “these are the things we are fighting 

against.”   [more] 

 
 

Keith Burrowes appointed as Presi-

dential Advisor on Financial Matters 
August 30, 2012 | By KNews |    

 Will volunteer his service  

Chairman of the Guyana Chronicle’s Board of Direc-
tors Mr. Keith Burrowes has been named Presiden-
tial Advisor on Financial Matters. This disclosure was 
made yesterday (August 28), by Head of the Presi-

dential Secretariat, Dr Roger Luncheon. 

According to Luncheon, President Donald Ramotar 

has issued instructions to that effect.  

Luncheon yesterday described Burrowes as “a man 

of many talents”.   [more] 

President Ramotar 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
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Leadership crisis looms in Region 10 

Capitol News TV video report 

Well  its from one crisis to another 
it seems for Region ten as a crisis 
of leadership seems to be looming 
in that region. The residents of 
Kwakani in the upper Berbice area 
are planning to elect representa-
tives who they believe will better 

serve to represent their interests at the RDC . This is 
even as Local Government Minister Ganga Persaud, 

said that any such move would be illegal. 

Minister Lall has accused Region 10 Chairman 
Sharma Soloman of trying to replace the IMC that 
was set up by his Ministry to run the affairs of Kwa-
kani, an IMC he maintains, that has the support of 

the residents of Kwakani. 

The Kwakani NDC was disbanded and an IMC put in 
place after resdents had petitioned the local Govern-
ment Ministry about what they said was non-

performance of that body.  [View video] 

 

 

NCN corruption debates…Jagdeo ac-
quired more wealth in office than any 
other Guyanese President – AFC 

Chairman 
September 4, 2012 KNEWS 

“What is wrong with a former president or a 
president seeking to ensure that he lives a com-
fortable life after his presidency? Especially be-
cause we have term limits, knowing full well that 
you are going to demit office, you must ensure 
that you look for your future. We must not go 
from a president to rags,” – Labour Minister 

Nanda Gopaul. 

Bharrat Jagdeo, while in office, acquired more wealth 
than any other president of independent Guyana. 
This is according to Alliance for Change (AFC) Chair-
man attorney at law Nige l Hughes. 
Hughes made the observation while single-handedly 
taking on two cabinet ministers – Attorney General 
and Minister of Legal Affairs Anil Nandlall and Labour 
Minister Nanda Gopaul – a PPP sympathizer and the 
Chief Labour Officer, during the latest edition of the 
National Communication Network-organized public 

debates on corruption. [read more] 

PARLIAMENT 

New trust fund will help Guyana pro-
tect forests; financing from Germany, 

Conservation Int'l 

July 30, Georgetown Guyana - Guyana 
has launched an $8.5 million 
trust fund to protect forests 
that cover about one tenth of 
the country's land on the 
north shoulder of South 

America. 

The new trust fund is being financed with $5 million 
from Germany's development bank and $3.5 million 
from Washington-based Conservation International. 
It will help Guyanese authorities protect large swaths 
of land across the country, including mountainous 
areas in the southwest where hundreds of bird spe-

cies and river creatures are found. 

Russell Mittermeier, president of Conservation Inter-
national, said the financing will significantly boost 
Guyana's conservation efforts and represents a 
"long-term commitment" to preserving the country's 

unique biodiversity.  [more] 

 

 

Region Seven’s Toshaos blasts treat-

ment at Amerindian conference 

AUGUST 15, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS  

Toshaos of Region 7 have expressed great displeas-
ure over the conduct of proceedings arising out of 
the National Toshaos Council (NTC) Conference, 
which according to them has undermined their right 

to freely speak on issues affecting them.  

In a statement issued yesterday and signed by the 
Toshaos of Paruima, Arau, Kaikan, Kurutuku, 
Waramadong, Warawatta, Phillipai, Ominaik, 
Jawalla, Chinoweng, Kako, Isseneru, Tasserine, 
Kangaruma, Karatabo, Batavia, Karrau, Dogg Point 
and Kaburi, the Amerindian village leaders said that 
the conference has squandered an opportunity to 

address the concerns of their communities. 

According to the Toshaos, the NTC conference 
which was held from August 6-10 had promised an 
opportunity for them, as leaders to freely express 
their views on issues which affect them and would 
have provided an avenue whereby discussions could 
be had to arrive at possible solutions which would 

improve their lives.    [read more] 

Min. Ganga Persaud 
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CANADA 

Gold declaration surpasses estimated 
expectations so far for 2012 
August 24, 2012 KNEWS 

Minister of Natural Resources Robert Persaud has 
revealed that gold declaration so far for the year has 
seen a 33% increase as compared to the same pe-

riod last year. 

The Minister made the announcement on Thursday 
evening during an award ceremony which was held in 
collaboration with the Guyana Geology and Mines 
Commission (GGMC). Persaud also proclaimed that 
there has also been a 22% increase in what they had 

projected so far for this year.  [Read more] 

 

Mining tensions ease as President 

says no ban on mercury 
AUGUST 4, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS  

- GGMC to resume accepting river claims applications  

Executives of the Guyana Gold and Diamond Miners 
Association (GGDMA), accompanied by some lead-
ing miners, met yesterday with President Donald 
Ramotar where it was agreed that there will be no 

ban on the use of mercury.  

Government also agreed yesterday to lift a month-
long suspension on the processing of new river min-

ing claims applications. 

According to a joint statement from the miners asso-
ciation and the Ministry of Natural Resources yester-
day, the President also agreed that there will also be 

more government meetings with the miners. [more] 

 

Latest United States report on Human 
Trafficking pointed to the Mining Sector 
Capitol News—Video report 

Almost annually Guyana has been slammed by the 
United States for not doing enough to tackle the prob-
lem of Trafficking in Persons. The lastest US report 
on Human Trafficking pointed to the mining sector 
and young girls and women being used in that sector 

for trafficking purposes.  

It’s a worrying trend that many in the mining districts 
have been speaking about. Well now the Ministry of 
Natural Resources which overlooks the mining sector 
is getting ready to launch an aggressive drive to 
clamp down on that problem …. [Read more and 

view the TV report] 

Business, Agriculture, Forestry and Mining 

Laparkan expands in United States 
Guyanese freight firm Laparkan celebrates almost 30 

years of operation and US expansion in Florida.  

August 2, 2012 – Guyana freight firm Laparkan recently 

unveiled its new warehouse and corporate offices in 
Miami, Florida, to a high level audience that included 

Prime Minister, Samuel Hinds. 

Following a tour of the 166,000 square foot facility, 
Prime Minister Hinds congratulated Laparkan on its 
expansion programme, noting that this should lead to 
expanded capabilities and heightened efficiencies at 
a time when consumers are looking to get more for 

less and value for their money.   [read more] 

 

Suriname auto dealership commis-
sions Berbice branch, decries red tape 

AUGUST 1, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS  

A Surinamese auto dealership is hoping to make its 
mark on the Guyanese market with the Monday com-
missioning of an office in Guyana. Pan American Mo-
tors Incorporated will be providing Guyanese with a 

choice of Sedans and SUVs.  

The business entity, which is located at 19-2 Strand 
and Pope Street, New Amsterdam, has a location at 
Border Town, Nickerie, but has its headquarters in 
the capital, Paramaribo.  It has been doing business 
in Guyana since June, but has now gotten the all 

clear to officially open.  

According to the President of the company, Ishmael 
Mohammed Khan, the business started over 10 
years ago with a simple branch in Nickerie and after 
two years, opened another one in Paramaribo. 
The decision to open a branch in this country was 
made three years ago after it was found that many 

Guyanese were doing business with the   [more] 
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               Other News from Guyana 

More than 275,000 ma-

chine readable pass-

ports issued over five 

years 
AUGUST 26, 2012 | BY KNEWS  

The Central Immigration and 
Passport Office has issued a 
total of 275,273 machine read-
able passports in the first five 
years since they were intro-
duced on July 17, 2007. according to figures this 
newspaper managed to obtain from the passport 

office 

The amount translates into a little over 55,000 
books per year or slightly over 1000 per week. 
And when renewals and replacement passports 
are taken into account, it is no wonder the office is 

crowded with persons every day  [read more] 

Note: Click headlines to read 
the articles in full 

US Visa refusals still high in Guyana 
Capitol News TV Report video 

According to the figures 

released by the US State 

Department, half of the 

Guyanese who apply for 

Visitor or Business travel 

visas are refused the right 

to travel to the US. The US 

reported the Visa refusals 

for countries around the world that showed for last 

year, that the Caribbean, for the most part, has lower 

visa refusals. 

Guyana is up there however, in the Caribbean for 

high visa refusals, just above Jamaica and just below 

Haiti for high visa refusals. Haiti is at 58.2% while 

Guyana is about seven points down at 51.5%. It 

means the United States Consular Officers believe 

that the Guyanese are trying to abandon their place 

of residence to remain in the United States for eco-

nomic gain or that they have no strong financial or 

other ties to their country.  Read more and vie video › 

 

U.S. Embassy hosts famous Guyanese 
pianist: Dr. Ray Luck 

AUGUST 1, 2012 | KNEWS  

 

US Ambassador D. 
Brent Hardt and Mrs. 
Hardt last Wednes-
day hosted a piano 
recital by distin-
guished Guyanese-
American interna-
tional pianist, Dr. Ray 

Luck. 

According to the local US Embassy, the performance 
was attended by representatives of the Government 
of Guyana from the Ministry of Culture, Youth, and 
Sport, as well as representatives of the diplomatic 

community and music lovers alike. 

Ambassador Hardt in short remarks noted that the 
evening’s performance reflected the personal con-
nections that exist between Guyana and the United 
States, as represented by the many talented people 

who migrate to the United States.   [more] 

Dr. Ray Luck during his recital 
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UG postpones start of classes to 

Sept 10 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 24, 2012  Stabroek News 

The University of Guyana today announced that it 
has postponed the start of classes for the new aca-
demic year. It cited industrial unrest this year as 
among the factors that influenced it. The press re-

lease follows: 

The University of Guyana has taken a decision to 
postpone the commencement of classes for the 

2012-2013 academic year. 

The University was scheduled to commence its 
teaching activities on Monday, August 27, 2012.  
However, after due consideration of the delays which 
were occasioned by the industrial action during the 
2011-2012 academic year, the consequential effects 
and other factors including the recent release of re-
sults by CXC, it was decided to postpone the com-
mencement of the 2012-2013 classes from August 

27, 2012, to September 10, 2012. [Read more] 

 

Barbados to rescue cash-strapped 
UWI 
By Stabroek editor - September 1, 2012  

(Barbados Nation) Government, with Prime Minister 

Freundel Stuart and Minister of Finance Chris Sinck-
ler at the forefront, is coming to the rescue of the 

cash-strapped University of the West Indies (UWI). 

Principal and Pro Vice-Chancellor Sir Hilary Beckles 
said he had met over the last few days with Stuart 
and Sinckler, and they had given the assurance that 
Government would be coming to the aid of the uni-
versity that has a staggering debt surpassing its op-

erational costs. 

Speaking on August 31, at a matriculation ceremony 
at the Roy Marshall Teaching Complex to launch the 
new semester,  Sir Hilary said Government had 
made a commitment to the university to which it 

owes B$150 million. 

“[Stuart and Sinckler] have given us assurances and 
they have made commitments to us that we must 
enter into this semester with confidence and cour-
age, because arrangements are being put in place to 
ensure that this campus and university are financially 
alleviated in the next few weeks and in the next few 

months. [end] 

GUYANA NEWS 

EDUCATION Note:  Click headlines to read the articles in full 

News items related to Education in Guyana 

CXC Registrar calls for educational re-

forms 

AUGUST 17, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS  

… lauds Manickchand’s improvement programme 
The Education System was likened to the eco-
system yesterday by the Caribbean Examination 
Council’s (CXC) Registrar, Dr. Didacus Jules, at a 
forum to ceremoniously hand over the 2012 Carib-
bean Secondary Education Certificate Examination 
and CAPE Results to Minister of Education, Priya 

Manickchand.  

Venued at the Guyana International 
Conference Centre, this is the first 
year that the auspicious event has 

been held in Guyana. 

In presenting remarks to the gather-
ing of mainly education stake-
holders, Dr. Jules said that “we are 
meeting at a time of crisis” even as 
he pointed out that the Region is 
currently at a historical juncture where education 
needs to be redefined.  According to him “we need 
whole systems reform because tinkering with educa-
tion can no longer work. We need to change our 
whole conception of what this education system 
is…it is like an eco-system – everything else is inter-

dependent and inter-related to everything else.” 

He categorically asserted that “we cannot expect that 
students will perform at university if they have not 
performed at secondary level; we cannot expect 
good performance at secondary level if primary level, 
which is the level that contributes to secondary is 
weak…we cannot expect them to do good at primary 

if early childhood is non-existent…” 

Dr. Jules pointed out that the picture that has been 
painted of this year’s results reveals a general de-
cline in overall performance which points to founda-

tional weaknesses in English and Mathematics. 

“What we have to understand is that if core literacies 
are weak, basic capacities are affected. So if I am 
not able to read properly and to understand and to 
express myself properly how then can I have a plat-
form on which to tackle every other subject?” 
He said that literacy, numeracy and Information 
Technology are now considered the foundational lit-

eracies of life in the 21st Century.   [more] 

Dr Jules of CXC 

http://www.stabroeknews.com/2012/news/breaking-news/08/24/ug-postpones-start-of-classes-to-sept-10/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2012/news/breaking-news/08/24/ug-postpones-start-of-classes-to-sept-10/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2012/news/breaking-news/08/24/ug-postpones-start-of-classes-to-sept-10/print/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2012/news/breaking-news/09/01/barbados-to-rescue-cash-strapped-uwi/print/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2012/news/breaking-news/09/01/barbados-to-rescue-cash-strapped-uwi/print/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2012/08/17/cxc-registrar-calls-for-educational-reforms/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2012/08/17/cxc-registrar-calls-for-educational-reforms/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/category/news/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2012/08/17/cxc-registrar-calls-for-educational-reforms/


18  GUYANA NEWS August 31, 2012 

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide      Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

Suddie Hospital gets 20 Cuban-trained 
interns 
August 31, 2012 | By KNews |  

 
Interns and representatives of the Suddie Hospital  

 

Twenty medical students, who have returned to Guy-
ana after four years of studies in Cuba, will be com-
pleting their course by spending the next 12 months 
at the Suddie Public Hospital, Essequibo Coast, as 

interns 

Administrator at the Suddie Hospital, Boodnarine 
Ramnarine, warned the new interns that their tasks 
will be challenging and must be exercised with full 
commitment, dedication and respect for the people 

that they will be dealing with. [more] 

 

GPHC ‘christens’ Maternity Unit 

Theatre 
August 4, 2012—KNEWS 

-    patients no longer 
have to be sent to main 

operating facility 

Mandy Smith, 23, yester-
day became the first-ever 
patient to be operated on 
in the recently commissioned Operating Theatre of 
the Maternity Unit of the Georgetown Pubic Hospital 

Corporation (GPHC). 

Smith entered the theatre around 12:10hrs and gave 
birth at 12:37hrs. The baby, a boy, weighed 3kg 

100g, hospital officials said on August 3, 2012 

The new life brought into the world is Smith’s second 
child. Upon delivery of her first baby, she also under-

went surgery. 

However, on that occasion, she had to be trans-
ported from the Maternity Unit via ambulance to the 
Main Operating Theatre which is located in the Am-
bulatory Care and Diagnostic Centre (ACDC) build-

ing in the North Block of the hospital’s  [ more] 

News items from Guyana on Medical related subjects 

Note:  Click headlines to read the articles in full 

MEDICAL 

US medical team completes health out-

reach in Guyana 
AUGUST 19, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS  

A medical team from the United States of America 
has been in Guyana over the past week to conduct 
numerous clin ics around the country. 
The team which comprised two doctors, three nurses 
and four medical students visited areas in George-
town, Baramita, and Matthews Ridge.   The Health 
outreach programme was sponsored by Reunion 
Manganese Inc, a company responsible for explora-
tion and development activities for manganese in the 

North West District. 

The group traveled to Matthews Ridge on Monday 
last and conducted clinics at Matthews Ridge hospital 
and Baramita health outpost. Leading the delegation 
was Dr. Collie Oudkerk, a Guyanese who works at 
Brookdale Medical Institute in Brooklyn, New York. 
Kaieteur News understands that the Health and Edu-
cational Relief Organization (HERO) Team visits 
Guyana at least thrice every year to conduct surgical 

and medical work in the hinterland…...    [more] 

 

US study reveals…High percentage 
of poor quality malaria medicines in 
Guyana 
AUGUST 2, 2012 | FILED UNDER NEWS  

Maryland, USA (PRNewswire) – USNewswire –  

Two articles recently published in Malaria Journal 
shed new light on the quality of antimalarial medi-
cines circulating in countries in the Amazon Basin in 

South America.  

Researchers from the Promoting the Quality of Medi-
cines (PQM) program, a cooperative agreement be-
tween the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID) and the U.S. Pharmacopeial Convention 
(USP), in conjunction with country partners, coordi-
nated these studies in the context of the Amazon Ma-

laria Initiative (AMI). 

The first study, Quality of Antimalarials Collected in 
the Private and Informal Sectors in Guyana and Suri-
name, assessed the quality of circulating antimalarial 
medicines in the private (licensed pharmacies, whole-
salers and distributors) and informal (unlicensed 
shops and convenience stores) sectors. 
No information was previously available about the 
quality of these medicines. of workers in the gold min-

ing and logging industries live.     [more] 
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August 3, 2012 -PARAMARIBO, Suriname -- 

Surinam Airways (SLM) has big plans 
for Guyana, being fully aware that that 
country has no national carrier, a large 
Diaspora in North America, and a 
$150 million plan to modernize its air-
port. SLM now plans to capitalize on 

these realities. 

Its CEO and president Ewald Hen-
shuijs, in an interview a few days ago 
with Business & Investment, had this 
to say, “Beware! Because there’s an 
airline that means business at the mo-

ment.” 

And that business plans includes con-
necting Guyana with Toronto, French 
Guiana, Northern Brazil, China and 

Europe according to Henshuijs. 

He said, “We are planning to start ini-
tial flights from Guyana to Toronto at 
the end of this year. We even look for-
ward to connecting Guyana with 
China through Suriname, as we have 
an agreement with China Southern 

Airlines and Cathay Pacific.” [more] 

 

Guyana, US to ink "Open 

Skies" agreement 
 August 29, 2012(GINA)  - Caribbean News Now 

International airlines are soon to bene-
fit from a more efficient and reliable 
transport service, as Guyana will soon 
ink an Open Skies Agreement with the 

Unites States of America. 

Head of the Presidential Secretariat 
Dr. Roger Luncheon during a post-
Cabinet press briefing on Wednesday 
at the Office of the President stated 
that the agreement which applies to 
the International Aviation Industry pro-

vides for industry liberalization. 

This agreement also pertains to mini-
mising Government’s interventions, as 
they apply to passengers, cargo, the 
combination of air transport in sched-
uled charter services and state based 

flights. [more] 

Way clear for Fly Jamaica to 
apply to Guyana,  

Sep 1, 2012, Demerara Waves 

The way is now 
clear for Fly Jamaica 
to apply to Guyana 
and several other 
countries to begin 

scheduled flights.  

The airline received its Air Operators 
Certificate (AOC) from Jamaica’s Civil 
Aviation Authority. The certificate, 

dated August 31, is valid for one year.  

Fly Jamaica will be required to immedi-
ately notify the Jamaica Civil Aviation 
Authority if it goes into receivership or 
administration and to advise who is the 

receiver or administration.  

Granting of the AOC came one week 
after Fly Jamaica conducted a 
“proving” or test return flight from Ja-

maica to Guyana. [more] 

 

Caribbean Airlines adds two 
new Boeing 767’s  

Caribbean Airlines is getting ready to 
make major improvements to the ser-
vice it offers to the region. On Wednes-
day, the carrier celebrated the arrival in 
Trinidad of one of its new aircraft. Car-
ibbean Airlines will soon begin using 
the much larger Boeing 767 aircraft 
which seats over 200 passengers. The 
airline has bought two of the planes to 
add to its fleet. According to the Chair-
man of Caribbean Airlines, the pur-
chase is an important and strategic ac-

quisition at this competitive time. 

He said Caribbean Airlines has been 
operating the London and other routes 
with wet-leased aircraft at a consider-
able cost while they protect market 
share and deepen the   [ Read more  

and view the TV video report]  

Surinam Airways plans joint 

operation with Guyana  
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Barbados to play pivotal role in re-

gional financing for small businesses 
BRIDGETOWN, Barbados, Thursday, August 16, 2012 – Caribbean 360 

The biggest annual microfinance and microenterprise 
development event in Latin America and the Carib-

bean will be brought to Barbados for in October. 

Barbados will host this year’s XV Inter-American Mi-
croenterprise Forum (Foromic 2012) from October 1 
to 3, marking the first time ever that the event will be 

held in an English-speaking Caribbean country. 

More than 1,000 participants are expected to attend 
Foromic, which this year will focus on innovative 
ways to unlock entrepreneurship. It is being organ-
ized by the Multilateral Investment Fund (MIF}, in col-

laboration with the Government of Barbados.   [more] 

 

African Diaspora Heritage Trail Confer-
ence in Barbados - Sep 17-19 
Barbados, Wednesday August 15, 2012 –  

Government leaders, officials, educators and 
travel/tourism professionals from around the world 
will gather in Barbados next month for the eighth an-
nual African Diaspora Heritage Trail Conference 
(ADHT), an event geared to bring renewed focus on 
the rich histories of the African Diaspora and its last-

ing impression on the Caribbean. 

The September 17-19 conference, which is designed 
to create a deeper understanding of the world's 
global ties, will also highlight Barbados’ cultural roots 

in the transatlantic slave trade. 

Coordinated by the Barbados Ministry of Tourism, 
this year’s conference is themed Our Heritage, Our 
Identity: Uncover, Recover, Discover. It will focus on 
the development of one unified cultural heritage ini-
tiative to conserve the essence of African descent 

across global borders.   [more] 

Barbados’ food import bill feeling the 

effects of US drought 

 7/31/2012  - Barbados Advocate 

WITH Barbados’ food import 
bill having been put at over 
$170 million during the first 
four months of 2012, there 
are mounting fears that 

global food prices could again rise, similar to what 

took place four years ago. 

The threat to higher food prices which could also af-
fect small developing countries – Barbados among 
them – is coming from a prolonged drought in the 

United States. 

Analysts said that corn prices are trading 18 per cent 

to 19 per cent higher in the USA. 

“This stems from the drought which is resulting in 
declining yields of that commodity which has a long 
reach in the food consuming sector,” one analyst 

was quoted as saying. 

The US Department of Agriculture is also predicting 
lower supplies of corn unto the global market over 

the next two years.  [more] 

 

Butterfield completes $45m sale of its 
Barbados subsidiary 

 

August 29,2012—Royal Gazette Online 

Bank of Butterfield has sold its wholly-owned Barba-
dos subsidiary, Butterfield Bank (Barbados) Ltd, to 
Trinidad and Tobago-based First Citizens Bank Ltd 

for $45 million. 

Butterfield announced in May 2012 that it had 
reached an agreement for the sale of its Barbados 
business to First Citizens, pending regulatory ap-
proval. Final regulatory approval was received on 

August 16, 2012. 

Butterfield received gross proceeds of US $45 million 
for the sale of the business, which will generate a 
gain of approximately $7 million before normal ad-
justments. Details regarding the net gain from the 
transaction will be disclosed in Butterfield’s third 

quarter 2012 financial results 

he Barbados subsidiary was established in 2003 
upon the acquisition by Butterfield of the Barbados 

assets of the Mutual Bank of the Caribbean,  [more] 
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Jamaicans proudly celebrates its 50th 

year of Independence  
August 7, 2012  - Jamaica Observer 

JAMAICANS, dressed in their black, green and gold 
in various styles, flocked to national events in the na-
tion’s two cities as well as parish capitals and town 
squares yesterday to celebrate the country’s 50th 

anniversary of Independence. 

The Jamaica 50 Grand Gala — the main Independ-
ence event — saw thousands crammed into the Na-
tional Stadium where they were treated to the coun-

try’s rich culture. 

President of the Republic of South Africa Jacob 
Zuma; General Colin Powell, former Secretary of 
State of the United States of America, representing 
President Barack Obama; Yvette Clarke, United 
States Congresswoman, representing New York's 
11th Congressional District, which includes Brooklyn, 
a focal point of the Jamaican Diaspora; and Ambas-
sador Irwin LaRocque, secretary general of the Car-
ibbean Community, were among the special guests 
at last night’s Grand Gala, which also had Governor 
General Sir Patrick Allen, Prime Minister Portia 
Simpson Miller and Opposition Leader Andrew Hol-

ness in attendance. 

Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago Kamla Per-
sad-Bissessar; Prime Minister of Guyana Samuel 
Hinds; Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for 
Justice of the United Kingdom Kenneth Clarke; and 
Minister of the Nation of Islam Louis Farrakhan, were 
also among the special guests at Independence ac-

tivities yesterday. [more] 
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Window for Jamaica to profit off Pa-

nama Canal expansion closing 
Stabroek staff - September 1, 2012 -  (Jamaica Observer) 

The window for Jamaica to take advantage of the 

expanded Panama Canal is closing fast. 

The waterway, which will allow cargo ships with three 
times the container capacity currently passing 
through the locks, should be finished in the first half 

of 2015. 

What’s more, earlier this month, a court cleared the 
way for a US$1-billion port facility in Costa Rica, 
while Cuba, not wanting to wait on political change, 

is embarking on a US$800-million port in Mariel. 

“When Costa Rica is finished it is going to be a threat 
to all of us in the Caribbean and Panama,” said Car-
los Urriola, the head of the Caribbean Shipping As-
sociation. “The only port that can compete directly 
with Jamaica is Cuba — Caucedo (Dominican Re-

public) is already full to capacity.”  [more] 

 

 

PM appoints team to tackle looming 

food crisis 
BY CONRAD HAMILTON Observer senior reporter hamiltonc@jamaicaobserver.com 

Tuesday, August 28, 2012 

THE Portia Simpson Miller Cabinet has established a 
committee to formulate Jamaica's response to the 
possibility of a significant increase in food prices, 
stemming from the severe drought affecting sections 

of the United States. 

What has been described as the worst drought since 
the 1930s has been scorching crops and farmlands 
in US midwestern states, sending global corn and 

soybean prices soaring to record highs. 

The drought has also contributed to an increase in 
overall food prices, a situation compounded by lower 
crop yields in other major grain-producing countries 

like Ukraine, Russia and India. 

The United States-based International Food Policy 
Research Institute, which is supported by govern-
ments and international organisations, is indicating 
that the price of corn has now reached a record 
US$8.49 a bushel, a 57 per cent hike since early 
June.  Already, some countries are taking steps to 
monitor grain exports to ensure that their populations 

have ample supplies.  [more] 

This woman was in her element as she celebrated at Jamaica 50 Gala at 

the National Stadium in Kingston on the night of August 6, 2012     

(Photo: Jermaine Barnaby) 
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T&T top cops quit 

Stabroek staff On August 1, 2012 (Trinidad Express)  

Canadian top cops replaced 

Commissioner of Police Dwayne Gibbs and Deputy 
Commissioner of Police Jack Ewatski have tendered 
their resignations which will take effect on August 7, 

Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar announced  

n the same breath, a tough-talking Persad-Bissessar 
assured that curbing crime is her Government’s main 
priority and new measures will be announced in the 
coming weeks to deal with the pressing problem.   

[more] 

Trinidad  and Tobago News 

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide      Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

Caribbean and 
Regional News 

Golden boy Walcott feted with hero’s 

welcome in Trinidad 
Trinidad, Wednesday August 15, 2012  

Trinidad and Tobago’s 
Olympic gold medallist Ke-
shorn Walcott didn't just 
return home to a rousing 
hero's welcome, but was 
also treated to a multimil-
lion dollar gift package af-
ter Prime Minister Kamla Persad-Bissessar an-
nounced a bag of goodies to reward the nation’s new 

athletics celebrity 

Among the gifts were TT$1million cash, a house in 
Federation Park valued at TT$2.5million, 20,000 
square feet of land in his hometown of Toco, and a 

scholarship at the University of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Additionally, Toco Lighthouse and a Caribbean Air-
lines plane will be named after the 19-year-old javelin 
champion, as well as a Housing Development Corpo-

ration (HDC) project in Toco. 

The prime minister heaped praise on Walcott on Mon-
day at Piarco International Airport, where thousands 
of revellers dressed in the national colours of red, 

black and white greeted the young athlete.   [more] 

 

Over $100m in losses in Diego Martin 

floods 
August 15, 2012—Guardian Media. Trinidad 

The estimated cost of damage and infrastructural loss 
in the Diego Martin area and surrounding communi-
ties after severe flooding last Saturday is over $100 
million. Chairman and incident commander of the 
Diego Martin Regional Corporation, Anthony Sammy, 
gave a tentative figure of $109,943,600 yesterday 
while speaking with reporters at a news conference at 
the Diego Martin Regional Authority's Transport Sec-

tion, North Post Road, Diego Martin. 

 "These are preliminary figures and we anticipate this 
amount to increase as assessments continue over the 
next few days. The initial assessment of the damages 
clearly indicate the extent of losses to residents with 
several families losing everything but their lives," he 
said. Sammy said since the area had been declared a 
disaster zone and the cost of clean up and restoration 
work was being divided among the various state 

agencies involved.    [more] 

 
50 years of the good, bad and ugly 
By Clarence Rambharat—September 3, 2012 

If it's a measure of where we are, very little in our 
50th Independence anniversary celebration stood out 
as a roadmap for the next five years, far less 50. Our 
Prime Minister is having an epiphany since the Olym-
pic triumph, motorcades and various anniversary 
celebrations. But, it's obvious that both the Prime 
Minister and her Government are running out of 
ideas, as they face up to the realities of a tough 
economy, unyielding crime, and their own limita-

tions.   

In her address to the nation on the 50th Independ-
ence anniversary, the Prime Minister spoke about 
her, "firm view that we are about to embark on a 
promising new era in the history of our young na-

tion".  

She expressed an intention to, "pursue specific ways 
to begin a transformation of our society", and pre-
dictably laid on the usual plan to pursue a two-prong 
approach of, "a strong social programme that in-
cludes an intensifying of sports activity, mentorship, 
education, skills training and employment", "while the 
other arm is about an aggressive zero-tolerance in-

tervention in all hot spot areas."     [more] 

Trinidad and Tobago achieved In-
dependence on August 31st, 1962 
and is observing 50 years of Inde-
pendence this year, 2012. The Gov-
ernment of Trinidad and Tobago will 
remember and celebrate this impor-
tant milestone with a series of fitting 
initiatives. reflected the nation’s jour-
ney, engaging all citizens of Trinidad 
and Tobago, both home and abroad. 
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Ratings agency upgrades Suriname, 

assigns positive outlook 
August 15, 2012—By Caribbean News Now  

NEW YORK, USA -- Ratings agency Moody's Inves-
tors Service has upgraded Suriname's junk-level 
bond rating, saying the government has demon-

strated prudent fiscal management. 

The Caribbean Community (CARICOM) member 
state had its rating increased to Ba3 from B1, three 
notches below investment grade. The outlook was 

changed to stable from positive. 

According to Moody’s, key ratings drivers for this 

decision include. 

 An expectation of continued prudent fiscal man-
agement and improved debt sustainability met-

rics 

 Positive short- to medium-term growth pros-

pects.  

 Greater anticipated resilience to external eco-

nomic shocks. 

 Access to concessional financing from multilat-

eral and bilateral creditor    [Read more] 

 

Suriname taxes gold miners en masse 
 
August 2, 2012PARAMARIBO — The revenue ser-
vice has sent tax assessment forms en masse to 
entrepreneurs in the gold mining industry, especially 

those that have put up a lucrative business. 

Owners of the so-called ‘gold pontoons’ and 
‘scalians’ the colossal vessels on the Corantijn, Su-
riname and Marowijne Rivers are the first to be 
taxed. Revenue Service director Tony van Dijk con-
firms sending the assessment forms. ‘We know that 
mostly foreigners that have put up a lucrative gold 
mining business. It does not matter if the busi-
nesses in fact belong to Surinamers, they have to 
pay. Owners of concession and heavy equipment 
are also taxed. I would not be able to look the man 

in the street in the eye if I ignored the gold industry.‘ 

Chairman of the presidential restructuring commis-
sion, Gerold Dompig, assures that the 30,000 small-
scale gold miners, the so-called ‘bate man’ will not 
be taxed, until they sell their gold. Only the ‘big 
boys’ will have to cough up. Van Dijk and Dompig 
say the big investors are mainly foreigners with 
skills and capital. The taxes will be assessed retro-

actively. [more] 

Suriname News 
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Suriname's Foreign Minister heads to 
Guyana for talks  

Suriname’s Foreign Minister, 
Winston Lackin visited Guyana 
on August 21 for wide ranging 
talks with his Guyanese counter-

part, Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett. 

“The Ministers reviewed the pro-
gress made following the meeting of Their Excellen-
cies the Presidents of Guyana and Suriname in Feb-
ruary this year and to discuss related issues on the 
bilateral agenda,” Guyana’s Foreign Ministry said in a 

statement. 

Suriname has been lobbying Guyana to regularise the 
Skeldon end of the back track route across the Coren-
tyne River which is used by hundreds of persons each 

day.  

Lackin’s visit comes several weeks after Suriname 
announced that it would be cracking down on illegal 
fishing in its waters. Guyanese fishermen in Surinam-
ese waters including the Corentyne River run the risk 
of having their boats and catches seized if the vessels 

are not licensed in the former Dutch colony.  [more] 

 
Suriname bauxite company in the red 
Stabroek editor On August 4, 2012 (de Ware Tijd) PARAMARIBO — 

Bauxite mining company Suralco is in the red and 
needs to change its policy drastically to be able to 
compete on the world market. Production costs have 
to be cut, but although this may look like a difficult 
task, it is not unachievable, says the new Managing 

Director Ruben Halfhuid.  

He is ready for the challenge. The company’s future is 
very clear: Suralco is here to stay. We’re not a hit and 
run company.’ Halfhuid, barely a month after his ap-
pointment, is completely at home at Suralco. ‘I have 
an enormous job ahead of me: the world market price 
for aluminum has hit rock bottom while our production 
cost keep rising. This means we’re deep into the red 
and we’re not making profit, the new man at the helm 
says. But despite the many challenges, Halfhuid 

knows he can beat the odds. 

The Suralco executive estimates that there is bauxite 
for at least the next 50 years in Suriname. ‘We’ll have 
to explore new mines, the ones that are not in the or-
dinary places.’ The Bakhuys range is an attractive op-
tion, but the company does not have a concession for 

that area.  [more] 
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Bill Clinton: Brazil No. 1 among rising 
economies 
Stabroek News - August 29, 2012 

SAO PAULO, (Reuters) – Brazil appears to have 
the best long-term prospects among rising eco-
nomic powers, thanks to its stable policy framework, 
ample natural resources and good relationship with 
its neighbors, former U.S. President Bill Clinton said 
yesterday in a ringing endorsement of an economy 

that has struggled lately. 

“If I were just sitting in a room betting on the future 
of rising countries, I’d bet on Brazil first”. Clinton 
said: Brazil’s economy has been stagnant for the 
past year and is expected to grow only 1.7 percent 
in 2012 – less than half the projected average in 
Latin America. Some business leaders believe the 
country’s credit and commodities-led growth model 
has been nearly exhausted and are calling on the 
government to cut taxes and take other urgent steps 

to stimulate investment. 

Clinton, speaking at a forum of bankers in S?o 
Paulo, acknowledged some problems but said Brazil 
still “looks really good” compared to crisis-ridden 

economies in Europe and the United States. 

He said Brazil also compared favorably to India, 
which is struggling with a stagnant economic reform 
agenda, and China, which has tensions with some 
of its neighbors and is at risk of suffering from water 
scarcity and other depletion of natural resources, he 

said.   [more] 

 
New US immigration policy could 
benefit thousands from the Caribbean 
AUGUST 18, 2012 | KNEWS  

WASHINGTON, USA — Thousands of illegal Carib-
bean immigrants stand to benefit from a new immi-
gration programme that will allow them to avoid de-

portation and obtain work permits in the US. 

On Tuesday, the Department of Homeland Security 
(DHS) announced details of documents that illegal 
immigrants would need to prove that they are eligi-
ble for the Obama administration’s Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals. The announcement came a 
day before US Citizenship and Immigration Services 
began accepting applications for the programme 
and sparked a rush to organize paperwork by those 

eager to participate.  [more] 
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Cayman Islands drops plan to tax 

foreign workers’ income 
Stabroek News - August 8, 2012 Cayman Islands (Reuters) – 

 
ROCKLEY RESORT - BARBADOS 

Apartment for rent 
 

The apartment is a two-bedroom, but is also rented as a 
one-bedroom.  It is located at Rockley Resort, on a nine-
hole golf course.  Close to supermarkets, Rockley Beach 
and ten minutes drive into Bridgetown.  It is fully equipped, 
microwave, coffee maker, fridge, stove all utensils and lin-
ens etc.  There is a communal pool and laundry room. 
 
  Short term               Summer: per night  Winter: per night 
  Single room                 US$125.00           US$155.00 
  Both rooms                  US$155.00           US$235.00  

Long term monthly rate: US$1750.00; plus utilities. 
Rates are negotiable. 

 
Prices would include, wireless internet, full package MCTV, 
telephone and maid service once a week for the short term 

rate.  Special prices are for stays of over 3 weeks. 
 

Phone: Salima Kola  (246) 268-6460 Cell  
or Work (246) 426-0421 

E-mail me salima.kola@hotmail.com   -   

 The Cayman Islands has dropped plans to impose an 
income tax on foreign workers nearly two weeks after 
proposing it in a last-ditch effort to overcome budget 

woes. 

The Cayman Islands, which has had no income tax, is 
known as a tax haven for the mega-rich. The irony of 
imposing the tax was not lost on the financial industry 
workers who came out in droves to protest a measure 
that they said could hurt the industry that has made 
the beach-lined British territory one of the richest in 

the Caribbean.   [more] 
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