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Opposition elects Speaker, Deputy
Speaker to parliament

Friday January 13, 2012 - Caribbean360

Attorney Raphael Trotman has be-
come the first opposition member to
be elected Speaker of the National
Assembly after his colleagues re-
jected the nominee put forward by
the incumbent Peoples Progressive

Raphael Trotman being sworn
in as Speaker of the Assembly Party Civic (PPP/C)

The opposition coalition A Partnership for National Unity
(APNU) joined with Trotman’s Alliance For Change (AFC)
to secure the majority. The APNU and the AFC control 26
and seven seats respectively in the 65-member parliament.

President Donald Ramotar has insisted that the agreement
reached between the parties goes against the convention in
parliamentary democracies where the governing party with
the largest number of votes and seats is elected Speaker.

“This gross violation of an established convention is not a
healthy development in this new dispensation,” the Presi-
dent noted.

“It must be recalled that when the PPP/C had an outright
majority over the combined opposition, we were magnani-
mous by allowing the opposition to hold the position of Dep-
uty Speaker based on our respect for parliamentary democ-
racy,” he explained.

The PPP/C said its nominee Senior Counsel Ralph Ram-
karran had years of experience and exemplified all the
qualities that a Speaker should possess.

In his speech, Trotman, the AFC leader said political bias
should be set aside in the interest of the country.

“l expect that we'll work cooperatively, diligently, maturely
and of course set aside our partisan ways. | know that it is
easier said than done but | look forward to seeing a vibrant
10th Parliament,” he stated.

The APNU, which withdrew its candidate - Deborah Backer
- for the Speaker post, pledged to continue supporting Trot-
man. Backer was later nominated Deputy Speaker.
AFC Chairman Khemraj Ramijattan acknowledged that
APNU support was critical in having Trotman elected.

“I'm not being critical of any other person but | want also to
thank them for ensuring that this day happened,” Ramjattan
said of the opposition coalition party.
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APNU names “Shadow Cabinet and
Tripartite representatives

January 17, 2012 —-Demerara Waves

Opposition coalition, APNU, has named a 10-member
team of parliamentarians which it says is likely to make up
its “Shadow Cabinet” in the National Assembly. The
names minus the individual responsibilities were released
at a news conference on Tuesday January 17, 2012.

Demerara Waves was later able to obtain a breakdown of
the shadow portfolios from a source who stated that Dr.
Rupert Roopnaraine has been identified to tackle Agricul-
ture and Environment; Carl Greenidge, Finance and Plan-
ning; Amna Ally, Education and Culture; and Volda Law-
rence, Human Services and Social Protection.

Former Home Affairs shadow minister Deborah Backer
makes way for retired Police Commissioner Winston Felix
who is tasked with Public Security and Human Safety
while Backer takes on Foreign Affairs and Economic Co-
operation.

The other positions are held by Joseph Harmon, Public
Works and Infrastructure; Basil Williams, Legal Affairs and
Justice; Ronald Bulkan, Economic Affairs and Hinterland
Development; and Dr. George Norton, Public Health and
Disease Control.

Meanwhile, APNU chairman David Granger said they
have also named their representatives for tripartite talks
between the parliamentary opposition parties and the gov-
ernment with Greenidge and Winston Jordan named to
represent them on the budget consultation committee,
while Dr. Roopnaraine has been identified for governance
talks. Harmon and Backer are the APNU high representa-
tives.

Granger also told reporters that an agreement is still being
hammered out when asked if the Speaker of the House
position would be rotated between the APNU and the
AFC.

“We are now in a position of drafting an agreement be-
cause of the 72 hours notice we were given for the con-
vening of the national Assembly. APNU has not concluded
a written agreement with the AFC,” Granger said.

He added that the agreement will also cover the parlia-
mentary committee appointments.
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Welcome to the Guyanese Online Newsletter
By: Cyril Bryan. Editor and Publisher

This is the 22th edition of the Guyanese
Online Newsletter. We wish all our readers
a healthy, happy and prosperous 2012

Cyril Bryan

A new era begins

2012 signals a new start for Guyana
By: Cyril Bryan — Editor

The first month of 2012 is almost over and we are in the
second month of the “new” Guyana government, which is
basically the same as in the previous government .

The opposition parties say they want to ensure more equi-
table and fairer governance. They say there will need to
be change in the financial operations of the administration
to allow closer scrutiny of the budget, due in March, along
with other financial commitments which cannot be passed
without their support. We shall see how it all works out.

We in the Diaspora look on and wish our fellow Guyanese,
especially those who live in Guyana, all the best as they
strive to build a better Guyana, even as the world endures
ongoing financial, military and social upheaval.

Guyanese Online:

This is the 22nd publication of the Guyanese Online
Newsletter, which was launched in March 2010. The blog
now has over 1000 entries and has garnered a large fol-
lowing, with total views of over 400,000 by the end of
January 2012. We thank you for your support, articles and
comments. We will strive to be even better in 2012.

The 2011 Blog analysis by Wordpress.com, shows that
most of our readers live in the USA, followed by Canada
and the U.K. We, however have readers all over the world.

The aim of our publications is to offer a wide range of sub-
jects that may interest everyone, while featuring news and
articles on Guyana and Guyanese around the world. Guy-
anese associations, authors and others can now reach a
wide audience of defined readers worldwide.

We do not charge for advertisements by organizations or
the press releases by authors and others featuring the arts
and culture of Guyana. However, some organizations
have made contributions to us for publicizing their events.
These donations are welcomed and we thank them, as
well as the commercial advertisers who have contributed
to our success.

During 2012 we hope to continue our work in giving our
readers, especially those in the Diaspora, a synopsis of
what is happening in Guyana and the wider Caribbean
while featuring world events that may affect them.

We look forward to another year of service to you.
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Please send your comments to the Blog

If you would like to comment on this newsletter please go to the
comments for the January 2012 Newsletter on the Blog.
You do not have to use your actual name in your comments

You can also e-mail me at: guyaneseonline@gmail.com or
cybryan@gmail.com

Dec 22 — Jan 22 - 30 Most popular entries

Kaieteur Falls - serious abseil near the waterfall

First Lady of Guyana - Deolatchmie Ramotar - Interview

Famous People of Guyanese Heritage

Merrymen - Caribbean Christmas Party - videos

World Maps - This is a fantastic information tool

New Chinese-made ferries arrive in Guyana

Coconut Oil Touted as Alzheimer's Remedy

Dave Martins & The Tradewinds - 9 Classic Tracks

Bob Marley Mix - 15 Tracks

10. Guyana’s oldest - Ismay Spooner - turns 111

11. Godfrey Chin passes on:- "The street where he lived"

12. Colin Powell's Narration on “Excellence”

13. QC Alumni - New York - Ball and Presentation Ceremony

14. Skype is killing long distance, one minute at a time

15. Guyanese Parrots - comedy

16. Giants of Guyana's Forests

17. A Blind Boy - story and moral

18. Guyana Christian Charities - Valentine Dinner/Dance -
Toronto

19. Raphael Trotman elected House Speaker ; Backer is
Deputy

20. Peacock Bass or Lukanani fish in Guyana

21. Melanie Amaro wins first US season of ‘X Factor’

22. History buff and interior decorator, Godfrey Chin dies

23. Sapodilla sweeter than Lord Jesus - by Waltie Ainsworth

24. Ramotar disappointed with Trotman's election as
Speaker

25. Nostalgic recollections of Godfrey Chin - by Trev Sue-A-
Quan

26. Fruits of Trinidad and Tobago - and Guyana

27. The Loneliness of the Guyanas

28. Airport rush at CJIA - Timehri

29. Capitalism and Loneliness: Why Pornography Is growing

30. President Donald Ramotar's New Year’s address

CoNoaRwWN =

@ Jan 22 -Total posts = 1044. Total views = 396,783

Guyanese Online

The Guyanese Online Newsletter and the Guyanese
Online Blog Website are independent publications that
have been designed, edited, produced and published by
Cyril Bryan.

Individuals, Organizations, Associations and Guyanese
groups should send e-mails with their announcements,
features, news, pictures, videos, ideas, event reports and
advertisements for publication to the editor:

Cyril Bryan’s E-mail: guyaneseonline@gmail.com

Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
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Guyana’s Parliament

Granger elected Leader of the Opposition

January 16, 2012—Demerara Waves

Chairman of A Partnership for
& National Unity (APNU) retired
Brigadier David Granger has
been elected the Leader of the
Opposition for the 10" Parliament.

David Granger responds after being

elected Leader of the Opposition His nomination by Dr. Rupert

Roopnaraine was seconded by
Dr. George Norton at a meeting in the parliamentary cham-
bers for the non-governmental parties. Thirty one of the 32
other opposition MPs were present for the largely pro forma
event with the AFC’s Moses Nagamootoo being the absen-
tee.

In offering his congratulations Speaker Raphael Trotman
said he viewed Granger as the Majority Leader in the
House which was a first for the opposition-controlled Na-
tional Assembly.

“For the first time in the history of Guyana and the history of
the Commonwealth Caribbean we have a Majority Leader
so it is with great admiration | welcome you to the position
and congratulate you,” Trotman stated.

AFC Chairman Khemraj Ramjattan assured Granger that
the AFC would work with him in the best interest of the na-
tion while PNCR member and APNU parliamentarian Basil
Williams extended his party’s best wishes to the new oppo-
sition leader.

Granger, meanwhile, extended his gratitude and took the
opportunity to reiterate the APNU’s commitment to bring
about “real change.”

“Today | wish to announce that the constitutional office of
the Leader of the Opposition will be located not in a political
headquarters but in a public place so that people from all
regions and all parties will have access to the Leader of the
Opposition,’” he said to applause.
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The PPP would support GECOM reform

January 17, 2012 Demerara Waves

The People’s Progressive Party (PPP)
says it would support the reformation of
the Guyana Elections Commission
(GECOM) if there is popular support for
such a move.

Both the Alliance For Change (AFC) and
A Partnership for National Unity (APNU)
have called for the restructuring of the
agency following the 2011 general elec-
tion while such a move has also been
recommended by the Commonwealth observers who
monitored the November 28 polls.

Read Wikipedia entry
on Donald Ramotar

Click here

PPP Central Committee member Ralph Ramkarran on
Tuesday told reporters at a news conference that refor-
mation of GECOM has been voiced before but the major
parties have chosen to retain it.

“The reformation of GECOM is not something that the
government has resisted; the reform of GECOM in terms
of its structure is something that both the major political
parties have always supported.

If the reform of GECOM is placed on the agenda then I'm
sure that the government and the People’s Progressive
Party will consider it seriously and if it is supportable and
there is national support for changes obviously one will
have to consider that,” Ramkarran said.

The reformation of GECOM would entail changes to the
constitution which would require a two-thirds majority of
the 65-seat House in which the opposition holds a one
seat majority.

The APNU has said that it will be seeking a complete
overhaul of GECOM’s operations in parliament. Accord-
ing to the coalition, a large section of the population has
lost confidence in the agency following the November 28
polls with final results being issued on December 1.

APNU has also been vehement in its call for the removal
of GECOM Chairman Dr. Steve Surujbally and Chief
Election Officer Gocool Boodoo, ... more
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January 18,2012—Demerara Waves

The APNU’s support for AFC leader Raphael
Trotman to be elected Speaker of the Na-
tional Assembly in no way means the latter is
beholden to the coalition seems to be the

message from the smaller party. ’

The AFC on Wednesday stated unequivo-
cally that it will be retaining its independence *
in the opposition-controlled National Assembly and is JUSt
as likely to vote along with the minority PPP/C as with the
APNU depending on their programmes.

Reading from a prepared statement at the party’s news
conference executive member Clayton Hall noted that the
party now holds the balance of power in the parliament
and contrary to PPP conspiracy theories they intend to
work for the people of Guyana.

They [AFC parliamentarians] categorically declare that
they, on behalf of the AFC, are prepared to work with both
A Partnership for National Unity (APNU) and the People’s
Progressive Party/Civic to facilitate a parliamentary
agenda that serves the national interest ...,” Hall said.

Since the AFC and APNU struck a deal for the Speaker-

ship and Deputy Speakership, critics have
been accusing House Speaker Trotman of
opportunistically re-aligning himself with
APNU and the Peoples National Congress
Reform (PNCR) of which he had been an
executive member until they parted ways
| several years ago.

Others have since lumped the AFC and
APNU as one, saying the agreement for two key positions
in the House have only confirmed the PPP/C's position on
the campaign ftrail that they are all PNCR dressed up as
APNU.. But the AFC went to great pains to distance
themselves from being so aligned.

“Mr. Granger has been indicating that with the AFC and
APNU we got 175,000 votes; | want to make it quite clear
here that if there are certain things that the PPP come for-
ward with that are progressive and we can support ... we
are going to support the PPP on every project and pro-
gramme that we find is worthwhile in the national interest,”
he declared.

According to Ramijattan, the electorate wanted a three-
way split in the House so that the AFC could be “the con-
science of the nation.” read more

No massive tampering of votes - APNU's Granger

January 15, 2011—Demerara Waves

The main opposition A Partnership
for National Unity (APNU) on Sunday
for the first time openly conceded
that verification of the results would
not change the outcome of the gen-
eral and regional elections held al-
most two months ago.

“We do not expect that the verification will reverse the ma-
jor outcomes of the 2011 elections but we still need to get
the elections right,” APNU Chairman, David Granger said
on Christopher Ram’s weekly interview programme, Plain
Talk.

He, however, said his opposition coalition would still be
pushing for the Statements of Poll for the November 28
polls to be reconciled as part of a process to clean up the
operations of the Guyana Elections Commission.

“Regardless of what the examination or the verification
comes up with, we should move beyond running some
sloppy elections. The results are too slow, the logistical
arrangements are too backward and people need to know
within a matter of hours what the outcome is,” Granger
said.

APNU's unofficial youth arm- Youth Coalition for Transfor-
mation (YCT)-has been calling for a complete overhaul of
GECOM including the resignation of the commissioners
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and the Chief Elections Officer, Gocool Boodoo.

APNU had challenged the results almost immediately after
they were declared on grounds that there had been dis-
crepancies in tallying the results. The coalition had staged
marches, demanding that GECOM hand over the State-
ments of Poll. When scanned copies were provided,
APNU January 3 had told GECOM that there were signifi-
cant discrepancies because the two sets of Statements of
Poll were not identical.

The coalition then moved one step further by demanding
that GECOM hand over the original documents. A com-
mission spokesman had back then told Demerara Waves
Online News that he had not seen any problem with allow-
ing APNU representatives to gain access to the Poll State-
ments on GECOM'’s premises.

But now, Granger says “We feel that the evidence we
have before us- even in examining the scanned State-
ments of Poll, which we do not feel are satisfactory, would
not....There are minor discrepancies... but taken as a
whole we do not believe that evidence will emerge that
there had been massive tampering with the votes.” The
APNU Chairman said he did not immediately contemplate
that the results would be challenged in the court.

APNU has won 26 of the 65 seats in the National Assem-
bly, the Alliance For Change (AFC) seven and the incum-
bent Peoples Progressive Party Civic (PPPC) 32.
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Commonwealth issues final report on Guyana elections
- Says benchmarks for democratic elections were met, but cites shortcomings

Website:  http://www.thecommonwealth.org/
news/242972/221211guyanacog.htm

Download Report: http://www.thecommonwealth.org/
files/242971/FileName/Guyana2011ElectionCOGFinalReport.pdf

“The Commonwealth Observer Group found that overall, the
elections was credible and many of the benchmarks for democ-
ratic elections were met,” however, the observers noted short-
comings regarding aspects of the campaign and tabulation of the
results. Despite the failings, he said the elections represented
further progress for the country in strengthening its democratic
and electoral processes to ensure a more level playing field be-
tween contestants in the campaign.

The Commonwealth Observer Group commended the prepared-
ness of the Guyana Elections Commission, notably in terms of
the significant improvement in the integrity of the voters’ register.
Sharma said the Commonwealth stands ready to assist Guyana
in further upgrading its democratic procedures and machinery.

Recommendations on Electoral Structure

Strong consideration should be given to ending the practice of
having political appointees as members of the Elections
Commission. “Such a formula compromises the effectiveness
and integrity of the Commission, which needs to be independent
and above politics at all levels,” the report stated.

Adequate mechanisms to ensure the confidence of political par-
ties and accountability, including effective liaison committees.
They suggested that the respective roles of Commissioners vis-
a-vis the role of the Chief Election Officer be more clearly de-
fined, ensuring that the CEO has the space and mandate to fully
undertake his/her duties in an effective and timely manner.

Consideration be given to amending the electoral system to
require parties to submit fixed ordinal lists.

“This will mean that voters know exactly which candidates are
most likely to take up the seats in the Assembly, thereby increas-
ing accountability and transparency,” the report stated.

Consideration be given to re-evaluating the current distribu-
tion to ensure a more equitable allocation of seats.

A need to ensure proper implementation of the laws for declara-
tion and public disclosure of campaign funding and expenditure,
in order to ensure transparency and accountability.

On election petitions, the observers stated that these need to be
adjudicated upon in a timely manner in order to fully provide for a
right to an effective legal remedy. Possible solutions, they said,
could include having special judicial timelines for election-related
complaints or even special election courts.

“But whichever system is felt to be more appropriate it needs to
ensure that consideration and decisions of election-related
complaints and petitions are dealt with in a more timely
manner.”

On campaigning and the media, the observers noted the need
to strengthen and enforce rules on the use of public re-
sources, especially during election campaigns, to facilitate a
more level playing field for all parties, and reduce the abuse
of state resources through the power of incumbency.
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Political parties are urged to strengthen their adherence to the
Code of Conduct for Political Parties and respect for election
laws before, during and after the election period.

Recommendations on Media

The observers urged the media to strengthen their adherence to
the Code of Conduct for Media, governing the behaviour of
media organisations and practitioners before, during and after
the election period to ensure fairness, balance, accuracy and
integrity in reportage.

In particular, they recommended that state-owned media pro-
vide equitable coverage of all parties, as by their nature
state-owned enterprises should be duty-bound to serve the
public interest generally rather than one party.

They also stated that appropriate measures should be expe-
dited to allow multiple nationwide radio and television op-
erators.

“The people of Guyana should have access to a choice of media
outlets for their information. Media diversity facilitates information
from different sources and perspectives and promotes dialogue
and debate on issues, so that the voices of many rather than a
few can be heard. “Media diversity encourages healthy competi-
tion for quality, timeliness, reliability and talent.

The observers recommend that monitoring and reporting on
media fairness continue, and be expanded to online sources.
According to the Commonwealth, the establishment of an inde-
pendent media authority to regulate media conduct would
strengthen efforts toward media balance in election campaigns,
saying an independent media authority provides recourse to jus-
tice in the event of unfair reporting.

Recommendations on voting and counting

They said that in order to ensure that voters have access to
timely and accurate information on Election Day to identify
their respective polling stations, a region-wide copy of the
voters list could be provided to each polling place, so that an
official could accurately re-direct any voter not knowing their
place of poll.

Accuracy in the tabulation process is critical, the observer
noted, while adding that it is equally clear that the process is
also time sensitive.

They recommended that GECOM should, in consultation with
stakeholders, look into means by which the process can be
streamlined in order to speed it up, while maintaining accu-
racy, transparency and accountability.

The Observers noted that the Electoral Assistance Bureau (EAB)
fulfils an important function in observing the voter registration
and voting processes, but appears to be under-resourced. The
observers recommended that the EAB receives adequate
resources to fully play its role.

The Commonwealth Observers stated that Polling staff work
extremely long hours on the day of the election, and the level of
tiredness at the end of the process may partly account for the
slow pace of the vote count in the Polling Stations.

A relief system could be developed, enabling Presiding Offi-
cers in particular to have a short break in the course of the day,
the Commonwealth Observers suggested.
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Undeclared gold could amount to billions of dollars - Min. Persaud

January 16, 2012— Demerara Waves
Hundreds of millions of US dollars in unde-
clared gold could be slipping through the
cracks according to figures released by Min-
ister of Natural Resources and the Environ-
ment Robert Persaud.

Guyana’s 2011 declared gold production
was above the target for the year with the
minister putting the figure at 363,083 ounces, some 14 per-
cent more than what was projected, but this may be far
from the real production tally.

“That is very significant but it does not fully recognise or
reflect the production because ... stakeholders will tell you
that perhaps gold production might be in the range of
600,000 ounces and we continue to be plagued by the is-
sue of under-declaration,” Persaud said at his new minis-
try’s first national stakeholders forum.

International gold price was recorded at US$1,644 per
ounce on January 16. With the difference between actual
declaration and potential declaration being some 237,000

CGX's rig sails, to begin oil exploration

January 3, 2012

CGX Energy Incorporated, the
Canadian company- whose oil
exploration rig had been chased
out by Surinamese gunboats in
2000- is returning to that area to
begin the search for reserves.

The company announced that
| the Ocean Saratoga semi-
submersible drilling rig departed
the Gulf of Mexico on January 1
and would arrive at the Guyana-Suriname Basin at the
end of January 2012

The Ocean Saratoga

The Eagle-1 well is part of the company's 100% owned
and operated Corentyne block, offshore Guyana.

Drilling would begin almost immediately and last 60 days,
company spokeswoman, Charlotte May told Demerara
Waves Online News (www.demwaves.com ). The cost of
the operation is US$50 million, she said.

President and Chief Executive Officer, Stephen
Hermeston said typically oil explorers are hoping that the
Eagle-1 well would yield about 5,000 barrels per day. He
explained that would, however, depend on whether the oil
is light or heavy and the amount of accompanying gas.

Hermeston could not immediately say how long after re-
sults would be announced but said it would be done “fairly
quickly” in collaboration with the Guyana govern-
ment. more
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ounces that translates to US$389,628,000 or approxi-
mately GUY$78B on which the government is losing royal-
ties.

Persaud was asked what his ministry intended to do to
correct the situation to which he responded that the miners
themselves have a part to play.

“This is a small society in a way and even in the mining
community people know what is taking place and | think
the onus for responsibility is first and foremost with those
in the mining community to ensure that there is compli-
ance.

We can have the most robust system but take for instance
if it's our borders, given also how it is our hinterland is
structured and we know what takes place, we can have
the best system tracking system but if you have players
within the sector itself that are encouraging and supporting
the violations then it will not be effective,” more.

Remigrant housing scheme at Providence
Over 1,200 applications received

January 11, 2012 | By KNews

The distribution of 30,000 new house lots, a remigrants’
housing scheme and other special programmes for young
professionals and single persons are in plans of the Minis-
try of Housing and Water for the next five years.

Minister Irfaan Ali, in a recent interview with the Govern-
ment Information Agency, stated that the remigrant hous-
ing scheme initiative has already begun to materialise, and
that programmes were launched based on the demands
the Ministry received from Guyanese across the globe,
expressing their interest to re-migrate to their birthplace.
More than 45 percent of the development works for the
scheme has been completed, and Minister Ali disclosed
that more than 1,200 applications from across the world
were received from Guyanese residing in the United
States of America, Canada, United Kingdom, Netherlands,
the Bahamas, British Virgin Islands, Trinidad and Tobago,
Barbados and Antigua.

For this reason, he said the Ministry of Housing has begun
working on a plot of land at Providence on the East Bank
of Demerara for the remigrants’ scheme which will consist
of various sizes of lots ranging from 6,000 to 8,000 sq ft.

“The maijority of the applicants have shown interest in the
6,000 square-foot lots,” Minister Ali revealed. “This means
that persons are aware of the scheme...all the applica-
tions for house lots within the remigrants scheme were
done via the internet.”

Most of the applicants are between the ages of 30 to 40
years. “We also have in excess of 100 applications with
ages ranging from 20 to 29 years, this clearly shows the
type of opportunities people see in Guyana . more
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Insufficient cane caused

December 28, 2011 | By KNews

says Agri Minister Ramsammy
Agriculture Minister, Dr. Leslie Ramsammy>

In a matter of days, government is expected to an-
nounce a new-look Chairman and Board of Direc-
tors for the country’s state-owned Guyana Sugar |
Corporation (GuySuCo).

Newly sworn-in Minister of Agriculture, Dr. Leslie
Ramsammy, during a recent interview with
Kaieteur News on the new administration’s plans for the
industry, was upbeat over the future of sugar in Guyana.

A new board was necessitated by the fact that Donald
Ramotar, a former Board member, is now the President of
Guyana and Dr. Nanda Gopaul, its Chairman, the new Min-
ister of Labour.

GuySuCo has announced that the 2011 sugar target has
been further revised to 240,000 tonnes. At the beginning of
the year, the industry had tagged an ambitious 300,000

Guyana achieves record rice production

Guyana, Friday January 6, 2012 - (Caribbean360)

Rice production increased 11 per cent last year to reach
its highest ever level of 401,904 tonnes, earning the coun-
try more than US$169 million, government has an-
nounced.

The government said the steady increase in production
was due to continued investment in programmes and ini-
tiatives aimed at supporting rice farmers through agencies
such as the Guyana Rice Development Board (GRDB).

“Over the past five years the GRDB restructured its re-
search efforts to better able to serve the farmers and other
stakeholders and organized research programmes have
been conceived that have steadily changed not only the
environment in which rice is grown, but the success of the
crop,” a released issued by the Guyana Information
Agency stated.

The GRDB has been credited with the successful launch
of five new rice varieties for commercial cultivation, two of
which were launched in 2011.

“Another 14 strains are being tested and studied across
the country to identify additional varieties for use in Guy-
ana,” the statement added.

Last year, Guyana and the oil-rich Venezuela signed a
US$54 million agreement for the supply of rice. That deal
also extended and revised three previous contracts. More
than 160, 000 tonnes of the Guyana’s rice exports went to
the neighbouring country.
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Skeldon factory shortfall

tonnes. This was later revised down to 282,000
tonnes before the figures were adjusted again.
With over US$200M invested in a new factory at
Skeldon and a packaging plant at Enmore in re-
cent times, the microscope has been on the indus-
try, which employs over 17,000 persons.
The Minister, while unhappy over the 240,000 ton-
nes, however, pointed out that it was better the
220,000 tonnes achieved last year and believed
that at times there may have been unfair criticisms
for the industry.

LOW YIELDS

With sugar in the ‘90s dropping to 119,000 tonnes, the
former Health Minister also believes that the 240,000 ton-
nes is heartening.

While weather, labour shortages and strikes have all been
blamed for the industry failing to meet targets in recent
years, these were not the main reasons for falling below
expectations. Rather, it was the low yields from the canes
which ultimately to lower production.

GuySuCo has been working with what it called a
“turnaround” plan to boost production and diversify from
just producing bulk sugar. Read more

Coconuts dominate agri exports in 2011 —
Guyana earns $1.3B

Jan 4, 2012 Kaieteur News

Coconuts continued to dominate the commodity exports
market, with over 7,000 tonnes shipped between January
and November last year.

According to the latest figures from Ministry of Agriculture,
some 5,173.82 tonnes were exported in 2010. As of No-
vember, figures indicate that 7,138.46 tonnes were ex-
ported, with December still to be included.
While between January and December 2010, agricultural
commodities earned Guyana $934M, during the same pe-
riod last year this jumped encouragingly to $1.369B or by
$435M.

There has been renewed interest in the by-products of
coconuts for pharmaceutical and food purposes in recent
years, with an almost dormant industry seeing a revival
that saw exporters smiling all the way to the bank.
After coconut, copra follows with 719 tonnes as against
874 recorded between January to December in 2010. Co-
conut water, pumpkin, watermelon and mango exports
dropped during the period under review. However, plan-
tain and eddoes which recorded 158 tonnes and 145 ton-
nes did better in 2011 as against 103 tonnes and 84 ton-
nes respectively for 2010.
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Viola Desmond to be featured on stamp
Known as Nova Scotia’'s Rosa Parks

Viola Desmond,who in 1946 refused to leave
the whites-only section of a Nova Scotia thea-
tre, will soon be featured on a stamp (CBC)

Posted: Jan 14, 2012—CBC News

Nova Scotia civil rights activist Viola
Desmond will soon be featured on a
commemorative stamp from Canada
Post. Desmond, a black woman, went to jail in 1946 for
sitting in a segregated section of a New Glasgow theatre
reserved for whites.

Her sister, Wanda Robson, is thrilled by the national rec-
ognition of her struggle, 47 years after her death. "It's be-
yond my dreams that this would come about. It's over-
whelming, really," Wanda Robson said.

She has a copy of a first draft of the postage stamp featur-
ing her sister and the theatre where she refused to move
from the whites-only section. Robson made sure the final
version was accurate, down to the title of the movie on the
marquee.

"It's a picture of her with her hair [in the style] of the '40s,
swept up, superimposed over the theatre. The story itself
— the whole story is important, of course," Robson said.

The stamp that will be publicly unveiled Feb. 1 to kick off
Black History month in Nova Scotia. Robson hopes the
stamp issued in her sister's honour will prompt those out-
side the province to ask who she was and what she did.
Her struggle recently became the inspiration for a film
called Long Road to Justice.

Apology and pardon

"She was beautiful, she was well dressed and she was
very well spoken, and they carried her out to a patrol car,
hauled her off to jail and she spent the night in the town
lock-up," the film tells viewers.

Her family received an apology and a pardon from the
province in April 2010, and the town of New Glasgow paid
tribute to Desmond in August 2010.

Desmond, then a 32-year-old beautician, was driving from
Halifax to Sydney on Nov. 8, 1946, when her car broke
down in New Glasgow. She decided to see a movie at the
Roseland Theatre while she waited for repairs. Desmond
sat downstairs, unaware of the theatre's rule that blacks
could sit only in the balcony seats. She was asked to
leave but refused. Eventually, the manager and a police
officer pulled her out.

Desmond spent the night in jail. The next morning, she
was convicted of tax evasion. Prosecutors made no men-
tion of race. They told the judge that Desmond didn't pay
the full price to sit up front and therefore didn't pay the
proper tax — a difference of one cent. She was fined $20 and

sentenced to 30 days in jail.
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CENTURY21 CAMDEC Real Estate Ltd. Celebrates
35" Anniversary in 2012
Hemthorn Investments Corporation Celebrates
26" Anniversary in 2012

Camille De Castro FRI formed CAMDEC Real Estate Ltd. on January 4 1977.
Rupert De Castro joined Camille in CAMDEC in August 1977. CAMDEC
joined the CENTURY 21 system in 1978 at which time, Camille and Rupert
were the only agents.

Hemthorn, owned by Camille and Rupert, owns and manages the 17,000 sq.ft.
building from which CENTURY21 CAMDEC operates. The majority of space
is divided into private, fully furnished offices which we rent from $309.00/mth
on short terms, 1-24 months +.

At the “peak” of the market in 1989 Camille and Rupert worked with 230+ sales associates speaking
some 30 different languages, 23 support staff, opened the office from 8:00 am. to 11:00 p.m. 7 days a
week and closed $6.75 million in commissions (1988).

In April of 1989 the market turned: The average house price in Toronto dropped
from a peak of $273,698 in 1989 to $198,150 in 1996.

Then the market turned to the positive again. The average price increased in
1997 and has done so each year since, to an average of $465,294 (year to date
October 2011). With interest rates set to rise, one would expect the pace to be
tempered.

It this a good time to buy a house as an investment? NO.

It this a good time to buy a home to live in? Yes, especially if you can accom-
modate a tenant in a separate entrance apartment in your basement. Rent of
$800 per month carries $150,000 + of your mortgage. This process affords you
the opportunity of buying another property as an investment sooner.

For more information on buying your first home or selling your property for the
maximum price with the least amount of inconvenience and within your time
frame and/or building a portfolio of investment properties (houses), I am a
phone call away c: 416-817-7604 — 24 hours or Email
(adecastro@trebnet.com).

Are you in your 20’s/30’s ++ and want a better chance of becoming a million-
aire? The younger you are the greater time advantage you have. Buy a house
and another and then another. I will lease the property for you to your first
tenants at no cost and will literally teach you how to handle your investments.

TALK TO SOMEONE WHO UNDERSTANDS THE PROCESS AND IS
WILLING TO IMPART HIS KNOWLEDGE OF RESIDENTIAL REAL ES-
TATE INVESTMENTS (HOUSES). SOMEONE WHO HAS HIMSELF
DONE IT.

INFORMATION IS PROVIDED WITHOUT OBLIGATION.

TALK TO SOMEONE WHO UNDERSTANDS THE
PROCESS AND IS WILLING TO IMPART HIS KNOWL-
EDGE OF RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE INVESTMENTS
(HOUSES). SOMEONE WHO HAS HIMSELF DONE IT.

INFORMATION IS PROVIDED WITHOUT OBLIGATION

A. Rupert De Castro CMA,
Broker of Record

Bus. (416) 298-2800 Res.
292-1056 Cel. (416) 817-

(416)
7604

“When young, build assets...
Then build cash flow.”

Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
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Guyana Cultural Association of New York
January 2012 Newsletter
Includes a tribute to Godfrey Chin

e GCA JANUARY 2012 NEWSLETTER

The January 2012 Newsletter of the Guyana Cultural Asso-
ciation of New York has been released. It is edited by Tan-
gerine Clarke and has 27 pages.

In this issue it mourns the passing of one of its board mem-
bers—Godfrey Chin. It announces: GCA TO ESTABLISH
THE ANNUAL GODFREY CHIN PRIZE FOR HERITAGE
JOURNALISM

Comment by Peter Halder:

Open the January Newsletter of the Guyana Cultural
Association of New York and read and enjoy its feast
of reports on Guyanese arts and culture.

In it is also a distinguished, eminent and "Ya Think It
Easy" tribute to distinguished Guyanese art, culture,
folk and nostalgia hero, the late Godfrey Chin.

You may also with to view page 14 on Guyana Liter-
ary Hang 2012 and the picture promo on the right of
the book "The Cat of Muritaro" by yours truly. It will be
released for sale in June. It is a collection of eight
Guyana adventure tales embroidered in folklore.

Peter Halder - peterhalder@hotmail.com

Ken Corsbie on Godfrey Chin

Two articles in Ken’s Choices series

| just had to pass this on.. It may be of little interest to
non-Guyanese, but his story deserves being read..

These notes and my past KEN'S CHOICES are meant for
anyone who may have even vaguely heard of GODFREY
CHIN - whose astonishing memory for details of the past
has made him an iconic figure in the entire Guyanese Di-
aspora.

He remembered everything he every saw, heard, tasted,
felt, heard of - every street name, friend, acquaintance,
anecdote, film, masquerade costume, hockey game he
ever played, every song.. and luckily for all of us, he re-
corded much of these social historic times,.
His book NOSTALGIA should be on the CXC (Caribbean
Examination Council) curriculum as an example of verbal
history..

He also leaves friends, associates, admirers everywhere
he went, crossing boundaries of age, education, jobs, lo-
cation, creeds..

God Free (my name for him) was/is one of my most fa-
vourite people.. | will miss him, and | know hundreds of
Guyanese certainly will too.

KEN’S CHOICES - Nr,15. 29th August 2006—
GODFREY CHIN — NATIONAL TREASURE

KEN’S CHOICES # 33. 9TH Jan. 2009—NOSTALGIA
and CHINESE IN GUYANA

Spectacular Sun-filled Parlor 1 Bedroom Suite in Harlem Landmark Area
Check out the website - There are 16 pictures and detailed information

Come to Harlem and stay at a spectacular sun-filled
parlor suite in a privately-owned landmarked brown-
stone as your vacation home. Experience spacious
rooms with original oak floors, original wood details
and 12 foot ceilings in an open loft like style.

The suite has a soothing color scheme with beautiful and
comfortable furniture. The suite consists of a one bedroom
with a Queen size tempur-pedic bed and antique dressers.
The living room has a queen size sofa bed and flat screen
TV with cable and wireless internet access.

It also consists of a fully equipped kitchen with stainless
steel appliances and all utensils to cook a four course
meal and then serve on a four person dining room table,
which can be expanded to accommodate more guests, if
necessary. A full sized private bathroom is in the unit.

Management lives on site and is available to help you with
all your questions and needs.

Come and experience the 'New Harlem'
Guyanese hospitality. See reviews at the website
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Photos and Description of the Harlem vacation apartment
rental. 1 Spacious Bedroom, Queen-sized pull out sofa, 1
full bathroom, sleeps 4. Website link is here. <click

Nearby highlights include the Convent Baptist Church,
Abyssinian Baptist Church, City College, Columbia Univer-
sity, Hamilton House Grange, the word-famous Apollo
Theatre and the Schomburg Library. Theatre District, 42nd
Street, Musuem Mile within 15 minutes via subway

Per night $150 - $225

Call: Teresa or Lexi - Speaks English, Spanish
Telephone: +1 347 748-5831 - mention Guyanese Online

Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
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Queen’s College Alumni - New York -
Formal Ball and Presentation ceremony

The New York Chapter of The Queen's College (QC) of
Guyana Alumni Association will celebrate the 21st Anni-
versary of its founding with a Formal Ball and Presentation
Ceremony.The event will be held on Saturday May 19,2012
at the Astoria World Manor in Queen's,New York.

The Guest Speaker for the occasion will be the Honorable
Justice Kenneth Benjamin, Chief Justice of Belize and QC
Alumnus (1965-1972). We will honor three outstanding
Alumni- Dr. Maya Trotz, Dr. Vibert Cambridge and Dr.
Vivian Rambihar. The Founding members of the associa-
tion will also be recognized for their foresight and magnani-
mous contribution to our Alma Mater.

Please mark your calenders and stay "tuned" for continued

information regarding what promises to be an evening of
rekindling that bond that holds all QC Alumni together, net-
working, nostalgia and entertainment that will be remem-
bered for years to come. Remember,all proceeds resulting
from the contribution of $90,per person go to our beloved
Alma Mater, Queen's College.

Sincerely Yours

Frank. A. Denbow MD

Organizing Secretary

The New York Chapter

Queen's College of Guyana Alumni Association

Buxton-Friendship Express- December 2011
is available at the following link:
http://buxtonguyana.net/Buxton-FriendshipExpress2011-12.pdf

GUYANA CHRISTIAN CHARITIES
(CANADA) INC.

25th Anniversary

VALENTINE DINNER & DANCE

When: Saturday, February 11, 2012
7:30 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.
Where: Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian

Catholic Church Hall
1490 Markham Road — North 0of 401 Toronto. Canada.
(Entrance West off Markham Road on Milner Avenue)
DJ Raymond

Music: Triple Play Band and

“Bake” Pereira

Admission: $50.00 per person

Includes: Hors d’ceuvre — 7:00 — 7:30 p.m.

Buffet Supper — 7:30 — 9:00 p.m.
Prizes

Door

Tickets can be obtained from:

Joe Castanheiro - 416-286-1956 Dexter Gonsalves — 905-
428-3883

Karen Heifa — 416-287-2526 Dennis Choy — 905-839-
0434 or any GCC member or
email: info@gcccanada.org
“Enjoy a memorable evening and help a good cause”
Flyer download: Valentine Dance 2012 -GCC

Tutorial High Alumni Association Toronto Chapter

Reunion 2011 -

The Tutorial High Alumni Association (THAA) Toronto
Chapter, proud host of Reunion 2011 wishes to acknowl-
edge the strong support received. In turn we extend our
thanks to everyone who contributed to the remarkable suc-
cess of the program of events offered.

We can now report that having accounted for all relevant
expenses the financial indications are equally positive.

The records show that collectively the events generated the
respectable sum of $32,642.36 (Cdn) in net revenue. Con-
sistent with the Association’s raison d’étre and stated ob-
jective of rendering assistance to our ‘alma mater’ our Ex-
ecutive Committee voted unanimously to dispose of the
income in the following manner: $15,000.00 to bolster a
Scholarship Fund in the name of Austin C. Castello, the
school’s founder; $10,000.00 to the Castello Commemora-
tive Fund and the remaining balance of $7,842.36 to the
support of our Chapter's on-going commitments to Tutorial
High School.
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Financial Report

THAA takes great pride in its role of being on the cusp of
finally realizing the treasured objective of truly honoring
the founder of our ‘alma mater.” We offer sincere thanks
to all THS Alumni Chapters, their membership, families
and friends, whose generous and continuing support,
have positioned us to make our first award. We are par-
ticularly mindful also of those individuals who have made
substantial financial commitments.

We are confident that over time, our scholarship initiative
will prove not only to be a significant use of the funds
raised from Reunion 2011 and other social activities, but
will serve also as a meaningful symbol of accomplishment
and pride to Tutorial alumni everywhere.

Edwin R. McLean

Secretary

PO Box 92203. 2900 Warden Avenue. Scarborough,
ON M1W 3Y9. Website: www.thaatoronto.org
Email: thstoronto@sympatico.ca
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Government to begin massive City clean-up; THAG -
laments garbage impact on tourism

January 19, 2012—Demerara Waves

Even as the Tourism and Hospitality As-
sociation of Guyana (THAG) on January
19th lamented that the garbage crisis is a
major eyesore for tourists, central govern-
ment was preparing to begin a massive
clean-up to stave off a health crisis.

THAG President, Paul Stephenson listed
the condition of the commercial and ad-
ministrative capital among major draw-
backs for the fledgling tourism industry.

“Every single tourist is complaining about
the city, they love the beauty of the old
buildings and we do comprehensive tours
of Georgetown and the operators are em-
barrassed because they try to device
routes to take in the beauty of the city that
we have but minus some of the garbage.

Election tension adversely
affects Guyana’s tourism

Kaieteur News— December 11, 2011

Tension following the General and Re-
gional Elections on November 28, and
even the fear and anticipation of conflict
prior to the elections, have adversely af-
fected the tourism sector.

Many hoteliers and tourist resorts across
the country have experienced cancella-
tions and fewer bookings. Everyone is on
the ‘wait and see mode’.

This is according to Kit Nascimento, Mem-
ber of Tourism and Hospitality Association
of Guyana (THAG) and the proprietor of
Hurakabra River Resort.

Nascimento explained that Guyana’s tour-
ism sector peak season is during the
Christmas holidays, since many tourists
want to escape the winter. He said that
while many other Caribbean, Central and
South American countries are being
flocked by tourists, Guyana is not benefit-
ing this year.

With fewer visitors, tourist operators are
experiencing financial difficulties to pay
staff and maintain their hotels and resorts.
They are reaching into their pockets to
pay staff because laying-off during this
season is not feasible since training is
costly. more
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.Whoever is having this row needs to stop
and be responsible and clean up the city,”
Stephenson told a news conference.

Other stumbling blocks to the growth of
Guyana’s tourism industry, he said,
are crime, insufficient airlift and marketing
the country.

And as the THAG boss was complaining
about the months-old garbage crisis in
Georgetown, the Head of the Presidential
Secretariat, Dr. Roger Luncheon was an-
nouncing plans by central government to
scrub the once ‘Garden City.” more

GTA says Kaieteur News articles
on tourism misleading

Georgetown, GINA, December 13, 2011

The Guyana Tourism Authority (GTA) to-
day responded to two articles published in
the Kaieteur Newspapers on December 11
and 12, under the captions ‘Election ten-
sion adversely affects Guyana’s tourism
sector and ‘Money Govt. invests in tour-
ism sector miniscule’, stating that the first
is misleading and that government’s in-
vestments in tourism is growing.

Head of the GTA, Indranauth Haralsingh
stated that the views expressed by Kit
Nascimento in the articles are not repre-
sentative of the Tourism and Hospitality
Association of Guyana (THAG) or the pri-
vate sector in the tourism industry.

Singh said that the claim that ‘election ten-
sion adversely affects Guyana’s tourism’ is
inaccurate and misleading, and paints a
negative and dismal picture of tourism in
Guyana. He stressed that there is no ‘de-
stabilisation’ in Guyana as a result of the
street protests; however whist there may
have been a few cancellations at hotels
and resorts, visitor arrivals to Guyana con-
tinue to increase.

Singh pointed out that in November, arri-
vals increased by 2.4 percent when com-
pared to the same period in 2010 while
year to date arrivals recorded a 1 percent
increase. He emphasised that 2010 was a
record year with a documented 152,000
arrivals. “We are very optimistic that arri-
vals for December will surpass that of
2010,” Singh said. more
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Website Links
Hotels, Eco-resorts. etc

Adel’s Rainforest Resort

Ariantze Sidewalk Hotel Café and
Jazz Club

Banganara [sland Resort

Blue Wave Apartment Hotel

Bradsville Apartments

Cara Hotels

El Dorado Inn

Evergreen Adventures

Grand Coastal Inn

Herdmanston Lodge

Hurakabra River Resort

Hotel Tower

Iwokrama Canopy Walkway

Iwokrara Forest

Kanuku Suites

Pegasus Hotel

Princess Hotel

Radisson Apartment Suites

Regency Suites Hotel

Rock View Lodge, Rupununi

Roraima Airways, Hotels and
Companies

Sleepin International Hotel

Splashmins Resort

Status International Hotel

Surama Eco-Lodge Rupununi

Timberhead Eco-Resort

Trans Guyana Airways

Wilderness Explorers
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Mr. Bouterse of Suriname: wrong choice for Caricom chairman

EDITORIAL- Jamaica Observer
Tuesday, January 10, 2012

il It will be interesting to see how Carib-
bean Community and Common Market
7 (Caricom) leaders interact with the
new chairman of the regional body,
President Desiré Delano Bouterse
of Suriname.

President Bouterse began his six-
month tenure in the chair on January 1 and, in his New
Year's message, has signalled his intention to push for
even closer ties within the region, using as his springboard
the global economic crisis.

Quite correctly, President Bouterse acknowledged that this
crisis “shows no signs of abating” and that it has created
challenges of unemployment, low or negative growth, and
increasing disparity between the rich and the poor.

“Given the relationship between the economic health of the
major nations and its effect on us in Caricom, it would re-
quire a major effort on our part to overcome the challenges
presented by this ongoing situation. It also requires that we
take a hard look at the way we operate, and accept
changes that may be necessary,” he said.

“We have before us an opportunity to bind ourselves even
closer together. For, surely, we stand a better chance to
confront these challenges as a group united, than each
swimming alone against the tide.”

True words indeed from Mr. Bouterse.

However, we wonder where his respect for the role of the
regional institution was in 1980 when he led a military coup
against the elected Government of Suriname. From then,
until 1988, he basically ran the country, installing titular
presidents as a sham to mask his dictatorial rule.

After democracy was restored in 1988, with the election of
Mr. Ramsewak Shankar, a former agriculture minister, as
president, Mr. Bouterse rejected an accord reached by the
Government with the Surinamese Liberation Army, and by
1990 President Shankar was ousted in a military coup mas-
terminded by Mr. Bouterse.

In 1999, Mr. Bouterse, who had been repeatedly accused
of involvement in cocaine smuggling, was convicted, in ab-
sentia, in The Netherlands of drug trafficking. He never
served the sentence because under Surinamese law na-
tionals cannot be extradited to any foreign state.

He still has pending a military court trial for his alleged in-
volvement in the killings of 15 political opponents, including
five journalists in 1982, and while he has consistently de-
nied direct involvement in the murders, he has accepted
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responsibility as the then military ruler of Suriname.

What amazed us totally was that after he managed to
form a Mega Combination coalition to win last May’s gen-
eral election, and was then endorsed by 36 votes — two
more than the required two-thirds — as Suriname’s new
head of state, Mr. Bouterse was embraced by Caricom
leaders.

His checkered, undemocratic past appeared to have been
ignored.

We do not challenge the right of the Surinamese people
to elect a leader of their choice. Neither do we advocate
that Caricom shun Suriname. However, we do not believe
that President Bouterse should have been given the hon-
ourable position of chairman of the regional body.

Given his past, and the fact that his trial has been sus-
pended because of his ascension to the presidency, Mr.
Bouterse, we hold, does not have the moral authority to
lead the region. Neither will he be able to advance, with
any credibility, Caricom’s interests abroad, especially in
Europe where he has a criminal conviction in an EU mem-
ber state.

Information links on Desi Bouterse

(1 Dési Bouterse - Wikipedia, encyclopedia

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dési_Bouterse

Desiré Delano "Dési" Bouterse (born 13 October 1945) is
a Surinamese politician who has been the ninth President
of Suriname since 2010. As an army officer, ...

Biography - Early years - Chairman of the National ... -
References

[0 BBC News - Suriname ex-strongman Bouterse
back in power

www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-10690930

19 Jul 2010 — The former military ruler of Suriname, Desi
Bouterse, is elected president by the South American na-
tion's parliament.

[1 Desi Bouterse's Return Throws a Shadow
Over Suriname - NYTimes ...

www.nytimes.com/2011/05/03/world/
americas/03suriname.html

2 May 2011 — Desi Bouterse, a former military ruler who
has been convicted of drug trafficking and is still on trial
for official killings in the 1980s, is once again ...
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Caribbean Real Estate prime for long-term investors

A buyer’s market as individuals and groups try to dispose of non-performing property assets.

(Caribbean360) - Barbados, January 5, 2012 —
The greatest problem facing real estate
developers across the region is the
profitable disposal of their properties in
an increasingly soft market.

This is according to regional contractor
and quantity surveyor BCQS, whose
analysis of the markets across the 11
Caribbean territories in which it oper-
ates increasingly point to a buyers
market as individuals and groups try to
dispose of non-performing property
assets.

In their recently released Market Trend
Report 2011, BCQS said the range of
unfinished construction projects across
the region served a hard lesson for

Brazil grants resident visas
to Haitian immigrants

(Caribbean360) - Haiti, Wednesday Janu-
ary 11, 2012 - Some 4,000 undocu-
mented Haitian immigrants in Brazil
have been granted residence visas,
even at the Latin American country
declared a crackdown on those enter-
ing the country illegally.

Haitians have been flocking to Brazil
since February 2010, about a month
following the deadly 7.0-magnitude
quake.

The influx has been fuelled by demand
for manual labour as the country pre-
pares for the 2014 football World Cup
and the 2016 Summer Olympics.

“The government will not be indifferent
to the Haitians' vulnerable economic
situation. But those who don't have a
visa will not be allowed into Brazil,”
said Justice Minister Jose Cardozo.

Brazil is also said to be considering
granting temporary visas to as many
as 100 visiting Haitians per month.

The government said it would step up
the policing of the borders with Colom-
bia, Peru and Bolivia that are used to
smuggle Haitians into the country.
more
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developers and funders as the actual
cost of the assets under construction
up to 2008 considerably exceeded
their value on the open market today.

This lesson, the firm illustrated, was |
being played out in increasing foreclo-
sures as more creditors seek to take
control of properties in contrast to
even a year ago when they were pur-
suing a wait-and-see approach in the
hopes that borrowers would soon be
able to service their loans.

However, BCQS noted for those
whose pockets were “deep enough”
the next few years might be a good
time to build, as long as best value for
money was pursued.

“The now historic year-on-year in-
crease in property value is no longer
able to mitigate the risks associated
with poor planning or performance,”
the firm warned.

In its analysis, BCQS highlighted that
the construction of high quality resi-
dential properties still offered develop-

el SR "
BCQS highlighted that the construction of high
quality residential properties still offered developers
the highest profit margin on re-sale.

ers the highest profit margin on re-
sale. Moreover, it said world market
trends were for construction costs to
decrease going into 2012, through
2013 and then steadying, albeit still in
a slight decline by 2014.

These factors, coupled with projected
increases in visitor arrivals, plus the
fact that the Caribbean still remains a
desirable location, led BCQS to state
that there was: “a positive outlook for
those long-term visioning, meaning
that now may look like a good time to
invest in future profitable capitalisa-
tion”. more

Eastern Caribbean gas pipeline a possibility

PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad, Thursday
January 12, 2012 — After a close to five-
year hiatus, the much anticipated East-
ern Caribbean gas pipeline has found
new backers and a new lease on life.

In an announcement on December 11,
the Trinidadian company announced
that Beowulf Energy LLC of New York
and First Reserve Energy Infrastruc-
ture Fundhave acquired a majority
ownership interest in the company.

It is expected that with these two new
entities on board the long mooted natu-
ral gas export pipeline from Trinidad &
Tobago to islands in the Eastern Carib-
bean will soon get underway. Prior to
this transaction, the Eastern Caribbean
Gas Pipeline Company Limited.

Although no new start date was an-
nounced, the announcement stated
that Phase | of the project, will feature
the construction and operation of a 300

kilometer natural gas pipeline from
the Cove Point Estate in Tobago to
Barbados. The Barbados Light &
Power Co. Ltd, has stated that the
pipeline would allow them to bring
down their generation costs consid-
erably as they currently use bulk
fuel, whose price has continued to
escalate on the world market.

A joint project between the Barba-
dos government and a local car
dealership had also seen the pilot of
natural gas fuelled cars, which cur-
rently run on small scale off the is-
land’s own scarce natural gas re-
sources but could be expanded to
the general populace once the pipe-
line comes on stream.

Phase Il of the project will involve
extending the pipeline from Barba-
dos to other Eastern Caribbean is-
lands ... more
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People’s National Party wins Jamaica Elections

Elections were held on December 29, 2011

JANUARY 6, 2012:

After taking office in landslide, Portia Simp-
son Miller pledges to drop Queen as head of
state and restore prosperity

Portia Simpson Miller, installed as Ja-
maican prime minis-
ter for a second
time, has said she
will restore prosper-
ity and drop the
» Queen as head of
state.

Portia Simpson Miller has been sworn
in for the second time as Jamaica's
prime minister with a pledge to ease
poverty, boost the economy, heal politi-
cal divisions and drop the Queen as
head of state.

Simpson Miller, who was prime minis-
ter for a year and half until 2007, took
the oath of office before roughly 10,000
guests on the grounds of the governor-
general's official residence.

T&T- Air bridge to India

Trinidad and Tobago, January 12, 2012

With the Trinidad and Tobago govern-
ment actively courting new trade link-
ages with India, measures are being
put in place to ensure regular airlift be-
tween the two countries.

Transport Minister Devant Maharaj
announced this week that the way has
been paved for Caribbean Airlines
(CAL) to fly from Trinidad to India and
vice versa.

He said a plan has to be formulated
and logistics worked out as to acquir-
ing new aircraft and making this initia-
tive a reality.

Prime Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar and a contingent of govern-
ment officials and around 100 Trinida-
dian business people are currently in
India for a series of meetings and, last
Friday, after bilateral talks with India’s
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, Per-
sad-Bissessar and Maharaj signed an
air services agreement with the Indian
Government. more
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The 66-year-old politician scored a dra-
matic victory in last week's national
elections, leading her centre-left Peo-
ple's National party to a 2-1 margin in
parliament over the centre-right Ja-
maica Labour party. Her opposition
faction won a dominating 42 seats in
the 63-seat legislature, leaving the in-
cumbent party with 21.

Simpson Miller, Jamaica's first female
prime minister, takes over from Andrew
Holness, a 39-year-old Labour MP who
led the government for just over two
months.

"After being tested and tempered |
stand before you today a stronger and
better person prepared to be of service
to my country and people," Simpson
Miller said at the start of a spirited 45-
minute speech.

She said her government intended to
abandon the British monarch as Ja-
maica's official head of state and in-

stead adopt a republican form of
government. Jamaica declared inde-
pendence from Britain in 1962 but
remains within the Commonwealth
and has the Queen as head of state.

"l love the Queen; she is a beautiful
lady," Simpson Miller said, before
declaring to the audience in Jamai-
can patois: "But | think time come."

Simpson Miller said she could re-
place the privy council in London
with the Trinidad-based Caribbean
court of justice as Jamaica's highest
court of appeal... an "end judicial
surveillance from London".

She vowed her government would
"ease the burdens and the pressues
of increasing poverty, joblessness
and deteriorating standards of living"
while also pursuing a tight fiscal pol-
icy and forging strong partnerships
with the private sector and interna-
tional partners such as the IMF

Jamaica Elections: Holness says JLP is united despite loss
JLP expects better results in Local Government Polls

Jamaica Observer January 16, 2012

J-+AMAICA Labour Party (JLP) officers
yesterday emerged from its first meet-
ing of candidates who contested the
December 29 general election and
other functionaries, with the message
that the party remains united without
any of the anticipated blame, despite
the crushing loss to the People's Na-
tional Party at the polls.

Fifty-eight of the 63 candidates who
vied for a seat in Parliament on the
JLP ticket were said to have attended
the special meeting and aired concerns
and reasons which could have ac-
counted for the 21-42 defeat for the
administration, which spent only one
term in office.

General Secretary Aundre Franklin
said it was a very useful and produc-
tive meeting, and one which led to pro-
active positions to guide the party. "It
was a meeting that was very critical,
but yet still saw everyone being united
at its end," Franklin told journalists dur-

ing a press conference at the JLP's
headquarters in Kingston immedi-
ately following the meeting.

Said Franklin: "For those persons
who might be of the view that the
party would embark on a blame
game, that did not occur. What oc-
curred was constructive criticism of
how things were managed and how
to make things better."

JLP and Opposition Leader Andrew
Holness, at the same time, said
there was some constructive criti-
cism of both the party and the Gov-
ernment as candidates and other
party functionaries were able to put
concerns squarely on the table.

Holness, while noting that several
reasons, explanations and excuses
were put forward by members in
attendance, said the party would be
pressing ahead to conduct a strate-
gic review, taking into account the
concerns raised. more
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No evidence of assassination
plot on PM in Trinidad

(Trinidad Express) January 11, 2012

Comm.of Police Dwayne Gibbs on
Monday confirmed the police have not
found enough evidence linking 17 men
to an alleged assassination plot
against P.M. Kamla Persad-Bissessar
and three Government ministers.

The Sunday Express reported exclu-
sively this weekend the police probe
into the allegations, which was led by
Supt John Daniel of the North Eastern
Division, was completed late last year.
Daniel submitted the file indicating
there was no evidence to suggest the
17 former detainees were involved in
an alleged assassination or destabili-
sation plot.

A senior source who was part of the
investigative team had told the Express
the information surrounding the alleged
plot was based on hearsay but they
have not found anything tangible which
could support the allegations.

Commenting on the matter when ques-
tioned by reporters yesterday, Gibbs
however noted that even though there
is no evidence at this time to support
the claim, the probe will continue. more

Dookeran : T&T’s economy
remains fragile

(Trinidad Express) December 25, 2011— The
economic situation in Trinidad and To-
bago and the rest of the Caribbean
remains very fragile and suspect to
external shocks, Minister of Finance
Winston Dookeran has told an interna-
tional audience of finance experts.

Dookeran gave an address, along with
the Indian and Israeli finance ministers
and the president of the Confederation
of Indian Industry, at the inaugural ses-
sion of a major international confer-
ence, the Delhi Economics Conclave,
in New Delhi, India on December 15.

This was hosted by the Indian Finance
Ministry, the National Institute of Public
Finance and Policy, the Confederation
of Indian Industries, the Delhi School of
Economics and the Indian Statistical
Institute. more
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Trinidad: PM defe

(Trinidad Guardian) January 8,2012

Prime Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar on January 6th defended her
decision to lead a Trinidad and Tobago
delegation to India, saying that country
was one of the fastest growing econo-
mies in the world.

She also said the historical ties be-
tween the two nations were another
significant reason.

She was speaking at a luncheon
hosted by Indian businessmen in New
Delhi. “India is one of the world’s fast-
est growing major economies with ro-
bust foreign exchange reserves, posi-
tive financial sector reforms and a lib-
eralised investment regime which pro-
vides impetus to India’s trade,” Persad-
Bissessar said.

‘India has recorded one of the fastest
growth rates in the world and your
economy is one of the few to have
weathered the recent global financial
crisis.

“With our historic links and the excel-
lent diplomatic and cultural ties long
enjoyed between our two countries, my

nds trip to India

Government believes that India is
one of the emerging markets which
offers Trinidad &Tobago the potential
for technical co-operation and direct
foreign investment, through public
and private sector partnerships.”

She said a partnership with India
“offers great potential for the ad-
vancement of key “Currently India is
Trinidad and Tobago’s largest source
of investment,” she added. more

Kamla promises full report
on India trip

(Trinidad Express) January 16, 2012:

A full report on the Prime Minister’s
state visit to India will soon be sub-
mitted to Parliament.

Kamla Persad-Bissessar said she
would account for the mission and
achievements of the visit, as well as
the cost and the number of people
who participated as members of the
Trinidad and Tobago delegation.

“Each time we travel, we have re-
ported and indicated what we will do,
and on our return, more

Over 100 Trinidad & Tobago business people accompany
PM. Kamla Persad-Bissessar to India

(Caribbean360) Trinidad and Tobago,
Thursday January 5, 2012 — The cost of
100 business people to accompany
Prime Minister Kamla Persad-
Bissessar on her official visit to India
has been estimated at TT$10 million.

However, Foreign Affairs Minister Dr
Suruj Rambachan is adamant that tax
payers will not be footing that bill.
Rambachan said the over 100 people
from various business groups paid
their own way.

Persad-Bissessar and her husband Dr
Gregory Bissessar arrived at the Indira
Gandhi International Airport on Mon-
day afternoon and were greeted by
Sachin Pilot, India's Minister of State
for Information and Technology.

The Indian Government has rolled out
the red carpet royal treatment for Per-
sad-Bissessar.

At two main roundabouts in New
Delhi, Trinidad and Tobago flags
stood alongside Indian flags.

Persad-Bissessar is the chief guest
at India's Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
(PBD) where she will be honoured
and celebrated for her accomplish-
ments of being the first woman from
the Caribbean Diaspora to become
Prime Minister.

She is expected to have a number
of bilateral talks where memoran-
dum of agreements (MOUs) have
already been drafted.

Cricket star Brian Lara and Darren
Ganga are also expected to join the
delegation.

Rambachan also noted that Persad-
Bissessar is the guest ..... more
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BOOK LAUNCHES BY

My book The Indelible Red Stain was launched on Sat-
urday Dec 17th in Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

It deals with pre-Independence Guyana and the forces --
mainly Marxism, McCarthyism, the Cold War and the
quality of local leadership -- that hobbled the country after
WWII. The two volume book and seeks to explain what
went wrong and caused so many hundreds of thousands
of Guyanese, mainly East Indians, to flee and find peace
and a decent living outside what could have been a very
happy and prosperous country.

Dr. Mohan Ragbeer mohan.ragbeer@gmail.com

Book 1 link at Amazon.com A

Book 2 link at Amazon.com

Here's a brief description by a friend:

“‘Most Canadians know little about }
Guyana and many others might eas-
ily identify Indo-Guyanese as native
South Asians and wonder why so |
many of them are here in Canada.

Dr Mohan Ragbeer -- former Dean of *
the Medical Faculty at the University
of the West Indies and professor in
the Faculty of Health Sciences at
McMaster University, Hamilton, On-
tario, writer and columnist for To-
ronto's Indo-Caribbean World news-
paper, and close associate of the late
Dr Cheddi Jagan before the inde-
pendence of Guyana -- has recently
published a book entitled The Indeli-
ble Red Stain.

The book is beautifully written in two volumes and is an
appraisal of the political and social forces that tore Guy-
ana, then British Guiana, apart and laid the foundation for
the flight of hundreds of thousands of Guianese to North
America, Europe and the Caribbean. The book reveals
hitherto unpublished and largely new material that shows
how the Burnham dictatorship and its impoverishment
and exodus of so many of all races and religions could
have been avoided.

It includes a critique of British imperialism and the semi-
nal role of Cold War politics globally, of racial exploitation
and the growth of corporate greed in the post-WWII pe-
riod that today threaten to destroy our civilization.

The book is well-researched, and based on insider infor-
mation; it includes a concise history of India -- focussing
on the Mughal and Raj periods -- and other information
that would enlighten and reward even the most demand-
ing reader.™
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GUYANESE AUTHORS

AWARD-WINNING PATH to FREEDOM
NOW AVAILABLE IN PRINT

PATH to FREEDOM: My STORY OF PERSEVERANCE -
previously released in digital format — is now also avail-
able in print as a Paperback Edition. Its creation is a re-
sponse to many who have expressed preferences for
traditional books. An expansion on the eBook, the pa-
perback covers the same time period. Both formats are
on sale at major retailers.

BUY YOUR Paperback Edition (click book to look inside)

| (ISBN: 978-0-0848392-0-9)
List Price: $20.95 - NOW at:

Amazon.com
West Point Online Store
Barnes & Noble

EDOM

VER

P.

Independent Bookstores

Most retailers will deliver your
online or in store order in a day or
two after placement. That will usu-
ally be true even when the status

shows “out of stock.”
BUY YOUR EBook (ISBN: 978-1-6179250-4-7)
List Price: $7.99 - NOW at:

Amazon.com Kindle Store

Apple iBookstore

Barnes & Noble Nook Book Store
West Point Online Store

Sony Reader Store

The full book title and edition type will usually be enough
to order, but providing the ISBN may sometimes make
buying even easier!

About PATH to FREEDOM: My Story of Per-
severance

More than a memoir, the historically-accurate
PATH to FREEDOM provides a unique prism
through which to see the cultural trauma of
emigration, the unique experience that is West
Point, the personal side of Cold-War-era geo-
politics, and the mayhem of Third World poli-
tics. The view will be nostalgic for some,
shocking to many, and enlightening for others.

Author: Conrad Taylor - 407-876-6347
www.tcfbusgroup.com conrad@tcfbusgroup.com
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BOOK LAUNCHES BY

HELENA MARTIN - "Walk ‘Wit'

click to LOOK INSIDE!

Author Biography:

Helena Martin was born 1947 in British
Guiana. She taught Kindergarten until her
marriage in 1968. Helena and her husband
immigrated to Western Australia and cur-
rently reside there with their four children and
seven grandchildren. Her memoir documents
the first twenty-one years of her upbringing.

Back Cover:

My memoir is laced with nostalgia and at the
same time it is my sincere intention to portray
the true essence of the Guyanese culture without of-
fence. Keep in mind that this is not based on the experi-
ence of every Guyanese. This was the way | saw and
experienced things back then.

The use of colloquialism is of utmost importance; it is the
vernacular we understand. It may sound like another lan-
guage so unless you were born and bred in Guyana you
will need to refer to the glossary provided. Folklore and
mothers preaching life lessons through proverbs played a
large part in Guyanese life.

This is not only an account of the first twenty-one years of
my life in Guyana; it also contains anecdotes of visits
back to my homeland. You will also find a sprinkling of
information pertaining to my new life in Australia.

THE ARTS JOURNAL
Volume 6 Numbers 1& 2 published

The Arts Journal is an independent, refereed Journal that
provides fresh critical perspectives on the contemporary
literatures, arts and culture of Guyana, the Caribbean and
their Diasporas. (read announcement for Vol 6 1&2)

Now in its sixth Volume, this Journal is widely subscribed
to by the libraries of secondary and tertiary learning institu-
tions, community colleges, public and private libraries, art
galleries and museums, and other such institutions in Guy-
ana, throughout the Caribbean region, North America and
the United Kingdom.

Download: The Arts Journal Flyer

Please visit the Arts Journal’s website at:
www.theartsjournal.org.gy to see reviews and responses
to this publication, Editorial and Contents of each issue
and composition of the Editorial and Advisory Boards. For
Subscriptions and Submission of Articles, contact the edi-
tor, Ameena Gafoor, at: theartsjournal@live.co.uk or Ber-
nadette Persaud at bernadettepersaud5@hotmail.com
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Me. All Ova Guyana.”

Before immigrating to Australia | believed
the sun only rose and set in Guyana; | never
imagined another paradise existed on the
planet.

There is a saying that most Guyanese use
to identify their roots after they have volun-
tarily immigrated or simply fled to another
country. When we say, “My navel string is
buried in Guyana,” we simply mean: ‘My
roots are there’. It's a place where true and
enduring friendships were formed forever.
We will meet one another decades later and
feel as if it was yesterday, reminiscing about
our beloved land; lapsing into the language only a fellow
Guyanese can understand.

A famous Australian crooner said “l still call Australia
home,” and | can assure you that saying applies to Guy-
anese who have immigrated to every corner of the
globe. Navigating the labyrinth of family secrets was my
one mission in life; | just had to know.

Helena Martin (DaSilva)
E-mail : helenjon21@yahoo.com.au

Dr. Letroy O. Cummings gets three awards
Recently published papers on “Romantic Homicides in Guyana”

Dr. Letroy O. Cummings an Assistant Professor of Soci-
ology in the Department of Sociology and Social Work,
School of Social Sciences at the University of the South-
ern Caribbean in Trinidad walked away with three awards
when the University held its 7th Distinguished Faculty and
Staff Awards Ceremony on December 1st, 2011.

Dr. Cummings received the Award for Research and
Scholarship, Award for Teaching Excellence, and Presi-
dent's Special Award for maintaining standards. He lec-
tures on Principles of Sociology, Caribbean Sociology,
Gender Roles in Contemporary Society, Criminology, Re-
search Methods, and Family and the Life Cycle.

His research interest evolves around family issues and
has recently published papers on Intimate Partner Murder-
Suicide in Guyana and Romantic Homicides in Guyana.

He has attended several conferences and is presently
conducting research on Family Structure and Physical
Health Practices among Adolescents in Trinidad and To-
bago and Political Leadership in Guyana.

Letroy Cummings letroycomes@yahoo.co.uk

Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com


http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/the-arts-journal-vol-6-1-2-released.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/06/the_arts_journal-vol-6-flyer.pdf
http://www.theartsjournal.org.gy
mailto:theartsjournal@live.co.uk
mailto:bernadettepersaud5@hotmail.com
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
mailto:helenjon21@yahoo.com.au
http://www.amazon.com/Walk-Wit-Me-Guyana/dp/1452503095/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1327210284&sr=1-2#reader_1452503095
mailto:letroycomes@yahoo.co.uk

18 HISTORICAL EN ORI N,

T
/s _|-_|-'_,-'_|

January201 |

__)':’Il—l

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide

Portuguese emigration from Madeira to British Guiana

On May 3, 1835, the first Portuguese landed in what
was then British Guiana. In commemoration of that
event, Sr M. Noel Menezes looks at the early Portu-
guese, and the skills they brought with them from Ma-

deira.

(All photos published courtesy of M.N. Menezes, RSM) by Sr M. Noel
Menezes, R.S.M - Stabroek May 7th. 2000 (Reprinted courtesy of

Kyk -Over - Al, December 1984)

Portugal in crisis

In the 1830s and into the 1850s Portugal was undergoing a
series of crises - recurring civil wars between the Constitu-
tionalists and the Absolutists, the repercussions of which
were felt in Madeira. Many young men jumped at the op-
portunity to get out of Madeira at any cost and thus evade
compulsory military service which was necessary, as Ma-
deira was considered part of metropolitan Portugal. Also,
more and more, poverty was becoming a harsh reality of
life on the thirty-four mile long, fourteen mile wide island of
100,000 inhabitants. During the first decade of the nine-
D 7 teenth century life for

r 5L ﬂ the peasant, the

The Madeiran capital
Funchal

the land for the lord of
the manor, had be-
come even harder.

Madeira had been dis-
covered in 1419 by Joao Goncalves Zarco under the aus-
pices of Prince Henry, the Navigator, and by 1425 it had
been settled. Prince Henry, son of Joao 1 of Portugal and
patron of exploration, an unusually far-seeing and intellec-
tual prince of his age and of many centuries beyond, was
responsible for the introduction of the sugar-cane from Sic-
ily to Madeira. By 1456 the first shipment of sugar was sent
to England, and by the end of the century the burgeoning
sugar industry was helping Madeira to play a prominent
role in the commerce of the period. Bentley Duncan claims:

World’s greatest sugar producer

"By 1500, when Madeira had reached only its seventy-fifth
year of settlement the island had become the world's great-
est producer of sugar, and with its complex European and
African connections, was also an important centre for ship-
ping and navigation."

After 1570 the sugar trade began to decline as it faced
competition from the cheaper and better-refined Brazilian
product. Also the industry had been bedevilled by soil ex-
haustion, soil erosion, expensive irrigation measures, de-
struction by rats and insects, and ravaging by plant dis-
eases.

As sugar declined in international trade the wine trade took
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colono who worked |

precedence. Here again Madeira owed its name as a
famous wine-producing country to the enterprises of
Prince Henry who introduced the vine from Cyprus and
Crete. The 'Madeira' of Madeira took its place with the
port of Oporto on the tables of the world. It was soon dis-
covered that the rolling of the ship added to the rich qual-
ity of the wine, and in the 17th and 18th centuries no ship
left the island without a large consignment of pipes of
Madeira for the West Indies and England, the largest
consumers.

Wine exports from Madeira

In the 19th century wine was being shipped from Madeira
to the United States, England, the West Indies, the East
Indies, France, Portugal, Denmark, Cuba, Gibraltar, New-
foundland, Brazil, Africa and Russia. By the late 19th
century St Petersburg, Russia, vied with London in its
consumption of Madeira. But as with the sugar industry
so too with the viniculture. The vines were often demol-
ished by diseases. In 1948 the oidium ravaged the plants,
and by 1853 vine
cultivation was al-

RN 7
2y most totally aban-
i :-»T & doned. Twenty
o AP KA years later, the
'2 U i 1 phylloxera,  which
4l .~ _also nearly ruined

-~ the French wine

. ’?" s
CAEEIR RS industry,  crippled
Portuguese family, circa 1920s the vines.

The Madeiran peasant, in particular, owed his existence
and that of his family to his job as a sugar-worker, a vine-
tender or a borracheiro (transporter of wines in skins). No
wonder when catastrophe continuously hit those crops,
"the peasant, descending from the sierra with his bundle
of beech sticks for the beans, and occasionally stopping
to rest at the turns in the paths, casts his glance at the
sea horizon and, in spite of himself, begins to feel the
winged impulse to disimprison himself in search of lands
where life would be less harsh." (de Gouveia)

Legacy of Sugar Production

Thus the Portuguese emigrant who came to British
Guiana was the inheritor of a more than 300 year legacy
of sugar production and viniculture. He was also a "thrifty
husbandman of no small merit" (Koebel) utilising every
inch of available space of the terraced hillsides to grow
peas, beans, cauliflower, cabbage, potatoes, carrots,
spinach, pumpkin, onion and a vast variety of fruits. Thus
it is surprising to read in Dalton's history that agriculture
was not the forte of the Portuguese! What is even more
surprising is the somewhat grudging concession made to
the commercial enterprise of the emigrants. Significant
among the reasons given for their meteoric rise to promi-

Continued on next page
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Portuguese emigration from Madeira to British Guiana

Continued from previous page

nence in the retail, and later the wholesale trade in British
Guiana, is the over-emphasis on the "preferential treat-
ment" accorded them by the government of the day. It was
"the patronage of the European elite [which] was the spark
that ignited Portuguese initiative and secured ultimate suc-
cess" (Wagner). To continue this train of thought -- the
government and planters regarded the Portuguese as al-
lies against the Creoles. Yet it seemed that this European
patronage boomeranged as later one is told that as the
commercial power of the Portuguese grew they "became a
threat to European
elite's dominion."

- Portuguese shop at

v ,:".,L:fl:jf;f ' Parika, circa 1920s
% l¢

a3, One is left to con-

'{‘}? X " jecture whether the

B - Portuguese in Brit-
, ;' l I ish Guiana would

ever have risen in
the mercantile trade had not the government and planters
paved the way for them. Yet an investigation of Portu-
guese-Madeiran history indicates a long familiarity with
trade and the tricks of trade. The Madeirans were heirs to
a dynamic trade system that had its roots in 14th century
Portugal when Lisbon was the important Atlantic seaport
carrying on a vigorous trade with the Orient and Europe.
Nineteenth century sources reveal an incidence of shop-
keepers on the island with writers commenting caustically
on those "wily creatures" (shopkeepers) imbued with the
spirit of swindling. One observer on the island wrote:
"They can work like horses when they see their interest in
it, but they are cunning enough to understand the grand
principle of commerce, to give as little, and receive as
much as possible." A plethora of shops on the island,
some of which date back to earlier centuries, attests to the
fact that the Madeirans were no novices in business.

The British presence in trade and industry was ubiquitous
but by the eighteenth century native jealousy had become
very overt. By 1826 Madeirans were strongly objecting to
"the almost monopoly of trade of the island in the hands of
British merchants." (Koebel) Possibly then the Madeiran
merchant in British Guiana might have argued that the
British merchants there owed him patronage in return for
the privileges their counterparts had been receiving in Ma-
deira for over two centuries!

Madeiran Immigrant brought skills

The Madeiran emigrant then, did not arrive in British
Guiana devoid of everything but his conical blue cloth cap,
coarse jacket, short trousers and his rajao (banjo). As did
all other immigrants he brought with him a background
history in agriculture, a flair for business, as well as the
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culture and mores of his island home, a replica of the
mother country, Portugal. He brought with him, not only
his family, but in many cases his criado (servant), his deep
faith, his love of festivals, his taste in food, the well-known
pumpkin and cabbage soup, the celebrated moorish dish,
cus-cus, the bacelhau (salted fish), cebolas (onions) and
alho (garlic). These tastes and many other customs be-
came incorporated into the life of the Guianese. Very early
the Catholic faith was carried throughout the country and
wherever the Portuguese settled churches were built; the
major feast days were celebrated, as they were and still
are in Madeira, with fireworks and processions. As the
Register of Ships notes, throughout the nineteenth century
ships plied between Madeira and British Guiana, ships
chartered by the Portuguese themselves, bringing in their
holds cargoes of bacelhau, cus-cus, cebolas, alho and
wine, as well as new emigrants.

Success and Prosperity

The success and prosperity of the Portuguese within a
short span of time and out of proportion to their numbers
(in a total population d 278,328 in 1891 they numbered
only 12,166 or 4.3 per cent), whether due to "preferential
treatment" or not, brought in its train economic jealousy
among the Creole population, erupt-
ing in violence within fifteen years of
— , their arrival in the colony. Later,
- =~ - when the Portuguese began to oust

'm " Bthe European merchant in the
N ) wholesale trade, they felt the brunt

- of European envy which manifested
| itself in many subtle and overt ways.

Portuguese businessmen, circa

| &= 1920s
- “~ Though the whites, grudgingly ac-
knowledged the economic supremacy of the Portuguese,
at no time did they accord them social supremacy or draw
them into their privileged group. This attitude undoubtedly
hurt and embittered the Portuguese who considered them-
selves Europeans. But this did not hamper them or cripple
their expectations or ambitions. Although from the very
outset the local authorities, both Church and State in Ma-
deira, tried to dissuade their countrymen from leaving the
island, the émigré returning with his earnings, on the other
hand, encouraged his brethren to cross the Atlantic and
find their E1 Dorado in Demerara.

“The Winged Impulse”

Today it seems that "the winged impulse" has again over-
taken the Portuguese, and many have crossed the ocean
in search of another E1 Dorado - in the north. Maybe it is
the resurgence of the spirit of the early Portuguese explor-
ers who lived to the hilt the motto of their Prince: "Go far-
ther."
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New Blog Entries for December 16, 2011 to January 22, 2012

Click to access the article on the website— the latest articles are listed first

On January 22, 2012 the Guyanese Online blog had 1044 articles and videos and almost 400,000 hits.
Support us by clicking on the online advertising on the Blog ... THANKS!!

January 1 - 22, 2012 (latest entries listed first)

Sons of Gods — New Novel by Sharon Westmaas
Guyanese Strategic Culture — Ivelaw Lloyd Griffith

Bob Marley Mix - 15 Tracks

Dave Martins & The Tradewinds - 9 Classic tracks

The Loneliness of the Guyanas

The Charlie Schulz Philosophy — “Be Yourself’

Higher education can come freely, says QC graduate
Coconut Oil Touted as Alzheimer's Remedy

Guyana Cultural Association of New York Newsletter
Nostalgic recollections of Godfrey Chin — by Trev Sue-A-
Quan

First Lady of Guyana — Deolatchmie Ramotar — Interview
History buff and interior decorator, Godfrey Chin dies
Godfrey Chin passes on:- “The street where he lived”
Welcome to my Blog — By “Waltie” Ainsworth

Processed meat ‘linked to pancreatic cancer’

The Inhuman Race — 100 Years in 10 Minutes:1911- 2011
Fruits, vegetables exports record 11 % increase in 2011
Every major contract for constant review — Ramotar
Giants of Guyana’s Forests

Fip Motilall cries foul — re Amaila Falls road contract

Govt pulls plug on Amaila Falls Road Contract

Crafting the Budget is Gov’t business — President Ramotar
Ramotar disappointed with Trotman’s election as Speaker
Raphael Trotman elected House Speaker ; Backer is Deputy
World Maps — This is a fantastic information tool

Different strokes: General elections in Guyana and Jamaica
CAL accident here primarily due to “long landing’ — GCAA
APNU agrees to AFC’s Raphael Trotman as House Speaker
Skype is killing long distance, one minute at a time

Ed Ahmad is accused of bringing immigrants’ ruin
Peacock Bass or Lukanani fish in Guyana

2011: The Self-Publishing Year In Review

Kaieteur Falls — serious abseil near the waterfall

Colin Powell’s Narration on “Excellence”

THAT’'S THE WAY | LIKE IT — by Waltie Ainsworth

Top Cop probe begins with Jamaican team’s arrival

APNU — House Speaker; State Boards; and State media
Consul General for Barbados; new Amb. to Suriname
Opposition intensifying calls for treason charge to

be dropped

Boodhoo'’s first calculation had given PPPC parliamen-
tary majority

APNU says: “Significant discrepancies in Statements of Poll”
QC Alumni — New York — Ball and Presentation Ceremony
Guyana Christian Charities — Valentine Dinner & Dance —
Toronto

STRESS MANAGEMENT ... some timely advice for 2012!
Chiropractors and Naturopaths — Are They Dangerous?
AFC — New Year's Message
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President Donald Ramotar's New Year's address
APNU — NEW YEAR MESSAGE — By Brigadier

David Granger
2011 in review — Guyanese Online Blog

December 16 - 31, 2011 (latest entries listed first)

Happy New Year — 2012 — with video and webcams

SELF SERVICE STATIONS — By Ewalt “Waltie” Ainsworth

OFFICER’'S KWANZAA MESS — By Waltie Ainsworth

Jamaica PNP delivers crushing 41-22 seat defeat to JLP

Dayclean Global Nov-Dec 2011

Fix the City of Georgetown now — Editorial

Capitalism and Loneliness: Why Pornography Is growing

A Blind Boy — story and moral

Guyana’s oldest — Ismay Spooner — turns 111

SAPODILLA SWEETER THAN LORD JESUS — by Wal-
tie Ainsworth

Knowing Our Past: Current demonstrations and histories

Some Political Christmas Wishes — by A.A. Fenty

Melanie Amaro wins first US season of ‘X Factor’

Graduation — a story by Ron Persaud

Merrymen — Caribbean Christmas Party — videos

Jackie Evancho Video — “To Believe” video with Lyrics

What is the single best thing we can do for our health? -

video

Caribbean Christmas blues — By Sir Ronald Sanders

AFC insists on Nagamootoo as new House Speaker

New Chinese-made ferries arrive in Guyana

MASCOBEE... A BOXING DAY SAGA — by Wal-

tie Ainsworth

A.P.N.U Submits Extracted List of Candidates

for Councils

APNU names its MPs, no place for Norton

Guyana’s premium timbers being exported as logs —

Bulkan

A Christmas Story: A True Story of a Holiday Miracle

YARROW at YULETIDE — by Waltie Ainsworth

Tutorial High Alumni Association (Toronto Chap-

ter) Report

ROUTE MAPS TO ANY DESTINATION IN THE WORLD

Guyanese Online Newsletter: Nov-Dec 2011

Roads and Infrastructure — Commentary by Tony Vieira

Airport rush at CJIA — Timehri

Greene proceeds on leave in wake of rape allegation

HAND-LEFT-HAND CHRISTMAS — By Waltie Ainsworth

Cricket: Steve Bucknor lashes WICB, players

Guyana Cultural Association of New York Inc.Newsletter

ONE HAND CAN'T CLAP — by Waltie Ainsworth

Gov't agrees to consult with opposition on National

Budget preparation

APNU sees discrepancies in the Statements of Poll

Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com


http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/22/sons-of-gods-new-novel-by-sharon-westmaas/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/22/guyanese-strategic-culture-ivelaw-lloyd-griffith/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/19/bob-marley-mix-15-tracks/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/19/dave-martins-the-tradewinds-9-classic-tracks/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/19/the-loneliness-of-the-guyanas/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/19/the-charlie-schulz-philosophy-be-yourself/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/19/higher-education-can-come-freely-says-qc-graduate/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/19/coconut-oil-touted-as-alzheimers-remedy/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/18/guyana-cultural-association-of-new-york-inc-newsletter-3/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/18/nostalgic-recollections-of-godfrey-chin-by-trev-sue-a-quan/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/18/nostalgic-recollections-of-godfrey-chin-by-trev-sue-a-quan/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/17/first-lady-of-guyana-deolatchmie-ramotar-interview/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/16/history-buff-and-interior-decorator-godfrey-chin-dies/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/16/godfrey-chin-passes-on-the-street-where-he-lived/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/15/welcome-to-my-blog-by-waltie-ainsworth/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/15/processed-meat-linked-to-pancreatic-cancer/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/15/the-inhuman-race-100-years-in-10-minutes1911-2011/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/15/fruits-vegetables-exports-record-11-percent-increase-in-2011/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/15/every-major-contract-for-constant-review-ramotar/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/14/giants-of-guyanas-forests/
https://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/14/fip-motilall-cries-foul-re-amaila-falls-road-contract/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/13/govt-pulls-plug-on-amaila-falls-road-contract/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/13/crafting-the-budget-is-govt-business-president-ramotar/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/12/ramotar-disappointed-with-trotmans-election-as-speaker/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/12/raphael-trotman-elected-house-speaker-backer-is-deputy/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/12/world-maps-this-is-a-fantastic-information-tool/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/12/different-strokes-general-elections-in-guyana-and-jamaica/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/12/cal-accident-here-primarily-due-to-long-landing-gcaa/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/11/apnu-agrees-to-afcs-raphael-trotman-as-house-speaker/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/10/w/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/09/ed-ahmad-is-accused-of-bringing-immigrants-ruin/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/09/peacock-bass-or-lukanani-fish-in-guyana/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/09/2011-the-self-publishing-year-in-review/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/09/kaieteur-falls-serious-abseil-near-the-waterfall/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/07/colin-powells-narration-on-excellnce/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/07/thats-the-way-i-like-it-by-waltie-ainsworth/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/06/top-cop-probe-begins-with-jamaican-teams-arrival/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/06/apnu-house-speaker-state-boards-and-state-media/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/06/consul-general-for-barbados-new-ambassador-to-suriname/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/06/opposition-intensifying-calls-for-treason-charge-to-be-dropped/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/06/opposition-intensifying-calls-for-treason-charge-to-be-dropped/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/06/boodhoos-first-calculation-had-given-pppc-parliamentary-majority/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/06/boodhoos-first-calculation-had-given-pppc-parliamentary-majority/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/06/apnu-says-significant-discrepancies-in-statements-of-poll/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/03/qc-alumni-new-york-ball-and-presentation-ceremony/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/02/guyana-christian-charities-valentine-dinner-dance-toronto/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/02/guyana-christian-charities-valentine-dinner-dance-toronto/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/02/stress-management-some-timely-advice-for-2012/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/02/chiropractors-and-naturopaths-are-they-dangerous/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/02/afc-new-years-message/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/02/president-donald-ramotars-new-years-address/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/02/apnu-new-year-message-by-brigadier-david-granger/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/02/apnu-new-year-message-by-brigadier-david-granger/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2012/01/02/2011-in-review-guyanese-online-blog/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/31/happy-new-year-2012/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/30/self-service-stations-by-ewalt-waltie-ainsworth/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/30/officers-kwanzaa-mess-by-waltie-ainsworth/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/30/pnp-delivers-crushing-41-22-seat-defeat-to-jlp/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/30/dayclean-global-nov-dec-2011/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/29/fix-the-city-of-georgetown-now-editorial/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/29/capitalism-and-loneliness-why-pornography-is-growing/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/29/a-blind-boy-story-and-moral/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/28/guyanas-oldest-ismay-spooner-turns-111/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/27/sapodilla-sweeter-than-lord-jesus-by-waltie-ainsworth/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/27/sapodilla-sweeter-than-lord-jesus-by-waltie-ainsworth/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/26/knowing-our-past-current-demonstrations-and-histories/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/26/some-political-christmas-wishes-by-a-a-fenty/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/26/melanie-amaro-wins-first-us-season-of-x-factor/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/26/graduation-a-story-by-ron-persaud/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/25/merrymen-caribbean-christmas-party-videos/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/24/jackie-evancho-video-to-believe-video-with-lyrics/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/24/what-is-the-single-best-thing-we-can-do-for-our-health-video/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/24/what-is-the-single-best-thing-we-can-do-for-our-health-video/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/23/caribbean-christmas-blues-by-sir-ronald-sanders/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/22/afc-insists-on-nagamootoo-as-new-house-speaker/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/22/new-chinese-made-ferries-arrive-in-guyana/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/21/mascobee-a-boxing-day-saga-by-waltie-ainsworth/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/21/mascobee-a-boxing-day-saga-by-waltie-ainsworth/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/21/a-p-n-u-submits-extracted-list-of-candidates-for-councils/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/21/a-p-n-u-submits-extracted-list-of-candidates-for-councils/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/21/apnu-names-its-mps-no-place-for-norton/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/20/guyanas-premium-timbers-being-exported-as-logs-bulkan/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/20/guyanas-premium-timbers-being-exported-as-logs-bulkan/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/20/a-christmas-story-a-true-story-of-a-holiday-miracle/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/20/yarrow-at-yuletide-by-waltie-ainsworth/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/19/tutorial-high-alumni-association-toronto-chapter-report/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/19/tutorial-high-alumni-association-toronto-chapter-report/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/18/route-maps-to-any-destination-in-the-world/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/18/guyanese-online-newsletter-nov-dec-2011/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/18/roads-and-infrastructure-commentary-by-tony-vieira/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/18/airport-rush-at-cjia-timehri/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/18/greene-proceeds-on-leave-in-wake-of-rape-allegation/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/17/hand-left-hand-christmas-by-waltie-ainsworth/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/17/cricket-steve-bucknor-lashes-wicb-players/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/16/guyana-cultural-association-of-new-york-inc-newsletter-2/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/16/one-hand-cant-clap-by-waltie-ainsworth/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/16/govt-agrees-to-consult-with-opposition-on-national-budget-preparation/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/16/govt-agrees-to-consult-with-opposition-on-national-budget-preparation/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2011/12/16/apnu-sees-discrepancies-in-the-statements-of-poll/

