
It is with deep gratitude that we say thanks, to
you our supporters, sponsors and performers.

The board of the Guyana Cultural Association
successfully planned, and accomplished an impres-
sive 10th Anniversary Celebration of our cultural
heritage.

Our journey began with many firsts. In June
2011, during Caribbean Heritage Month, literary
lovers had an opportunity to bond with authors
during a relaxed, one on one interview format.
Thanks to the Diocese of St. John Episcopal
Church that welcomed us into their beautiful gardens.

GCA also collaborated with the Brooklyn Art
Council and St. Stephens Church, to bring a
Moonlight Story Telling night to the community.
This was a welcome treat to an audience that had
never before experienced storytelling away from
the stage.

A Mother’s Day Awards celebration followed,
with a May 8, presentation that paid tribute to ten
outstanding elders during an evening of inspiring
poetry, dance and drama. The audience that
packed St. Stephens Church Auditorium
expressed how overjoyed they were at this event
and expressed their desire to attend next year. 

Our signature Awards Ceremony at Brooklyn
Borough Hall, a Kwe Kwe Ceremony, Symposium,
and Family Fun Day, were all well attended and
enjoyed by the throngs of patrons who voiced how
outstanding the season was. 

As the Performing Arts Theater gets ready to
hit the stage of Meyer Levin Performing Arts
Auditorium to bring our celebrations to a close, we
could say without hesitation that our 10th
Anniversary has been nothing short than memorable.

This is a fitting example of the hard work and
dedication that went into the planning of the
biggest cultural event outside of Guyana. 

We appreciate all who came out to have a good
time, and invite you to join us on Face Book and
follow us as we begin all over again to bring you
another rousing season in 2012.
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NEVER FORGET

9.11.2001
THE GUYANA CULTURAL ASSOCIATION 

OF NEW YORK, INC., THE GUYANA TRI-STATE
ALLIANCE & OTHER GUYANESE 

ORGANIZATIONS REMEMBER GUYANESE
WHO DIED ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

FOREVER IN OUR HEARTS
PATRICK ADAMS   RUDY BACCHUS   KRIS ROMEO BISHUNDAT

PAMELA BOYCE    ANNETTE DATARAM     SABITA GUMAN
NIZAM HAFIZ    RICKNAUTH JAGGERNAUTH

CHARLES GREGORY JOHN   BHOWANIE KHEMRAJ
SARAH KHAN   AMARNAUTH LATCHMAN   SHEVONNE MENTIS
MARCUS NEBLETT    HARDAI PARBHU   VISHNU RAMSAROOP 

AMEENIA RASOOL   SITA SEWNARINE   SHIV SHANKAR 
KAMINI SINGH   RONALD SINGH   ASTRID SOHAN  

PATRICIA STANTON  JOYCE STANTON   VANA THOMPSON 

Do not be afraid of sudden terror or of the ruin of the wicked, when it comes,
for the Lord will be your confidence and will keep your foot from being caught.

—Proverbs 3:25-26
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THE GUYANA CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK, INC.

10TH
ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION

Dr. Vibert Cambridge, Claire Patterson-Monah, Claire-Ann Goring     

Dr. Juliet A Emanuel, Maurice Blenman, Maurice Braithwaite, Negla H. Brandis

Roy Brummell, Godfrey Chin, Tangerine Clarke, Errol Doris, Dr. Juliet Emanuel

Francis Farri
er, Ashton Franklin, Edward Meertins-George, Muriel Glasgow

Malcolm A. Hall, Ave Brewster-Haynes, Edgar Henry, Carl Hazlewood

Ronald H. Lammy, Margaret Law
rence, Ray Seale

s, Rose October-Edun

Franklin "Bobby" Vieira, Verna Walcott-White

Thank You
for Your 

Support



The theme for the 10th anniversary of the
Guyana Cultural Association of New York and the
Guyana Folk Festival 2011 is “Aal bady, Waan
bady.” Coincidentally as we celebrate our her-
itage, we join with the world in celebrating the
International Year of the People of African
Descent.

With just one event remaining to close
Guyana Cultural Association’s 10th anniversary
season - namely the Performing Arts scheduled
for October 14, 15 and 16th at the Meyer Levin
Auditorium Theater, GCA is poised for the 2012
celebrations.

In retrospect the 10th anniversary came off
with a resonant “bang.” There are not words
enough to describe the success attributed to our
many activities. GCA orchestrated many events
that seemed impossible at times. We can proudly
boast that we dear any other overseas organiza-
tion to match or better our unique programs.
Twelve (12) events in one year is indeed a Her-
culean task. The season began in June with some
new additions to the Folk Festival season.
The Storytelling Night:
A splendid time of sharing stories, not only

from Guyana, but from around the world had the
audience mesmerized as story tellers turned
back the hands of time. It was so heartening to
see families come out with their children and the
participation of members of the audience as they
shared their nostalgic stories.
A Mother’s Day Dinner Theater:
We honored 10 outstanding Guyanese women

of courage and vision, embracing their work,
energy and spirit. This event was so successful
that we intend to make it an annual feature.

Newsletter:
A comprehensive on-line month-
ly Newsletter was created where
we circulate information to our
patrons keeping them abreast of
our agenda and a calendar of
upcoming events. It serves to
document and record important
and timely information. 
The Literary Hang: 
Provided a stage where writers
of different genres showcased
the “word” in prose, poetry and
by literary description where
their individual talents excelled.
It was a successful demonstration
of non-fiction authors, novelists,
poets and short story authors par-
ticipating in this experience all of
whom hailed from Guyana or
from Guyanese connections. In
some form they all captured the

emotional experiences that so well define
Guyanese culture.
The GCA Caribbean Heritage Summer

Youth Camp:
It was the largest ever this year, with over 100

kids ranging from the ages of 5 to 17 promoting
education and cultural activities. Poetry and
prose workshops, media communication, pub-
lishing workshop, art and craft workshops, music
literacy, steel pan, piano, song, folk songs and
drums were conducted by accomplished profes-
sionals. This was certainly one of our major com-
munity projects this year.
The Awards Ceremony:
A carefully managed process honored seven-

teen Guyanese stalwarts. The nominations were
submitted and had to pass and qualify in certain
criteria before they were awarded. The lifetime
achievement award went to Harry Whittaker, and
two exemplary awards to Donald Locke and John
Criswick. 
The Art Exhibition:
Prominently showcased Frank Bowling, R.A.

O.B.E., Stanley Greaves, Bernadette Persaud,
Andrew Lyght, Philip Moore, Dudley Charles,
Damali Abrams, Victor Davson, Arlington Wei-
thers, Carl Anderson and Gregory A. Henry to
name a few. Collectively, these artists are in Muse-
um collections across the world, including the
Metropolitan Museum, NY, the Tate Gallery, Lon-
don, as well as the National Collection of Art in
Guyana. This was simply another way GCA of
New York continued to share its major objective:
to Preserve, Promote and Propagate Guyanese
Creativity and visual art form of essential cultural
values right here in Brooklyn.

2011 
FOLK FEST 
SEASON

COMING TO A CLOSE WITH

2011 THEME - “Aal bady, Waan Bady”
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PERFORMING ARTS FESTIVAL
OCTOBER 14, 15, 16, 2011
MEYER LEVIN AUDITORIUM

5909 BEVERLY RD & RALPH AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203
Edgar Henry

continued page . 6
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AN EXCITING CELEBRATION
OF GUYANA’S CULTURE IN
DANCE, SONG, DRUMMING,
VERSE AND TASTY  CUISINE

FOLK FEST FAMILY DAY 2011
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2011 FOLK FESTIVAL SEASON COMING TO A CLOSE

The Film and Video Festival:
New York premiere of eight short films produced in

Guyana were well received. It was so successful that the
first sold out show demanded a second. Thought-provok-
ing narrative films, in collaboration with GCA’s 10th Folk
Festival Anniversary celebrations. Films such as, Lucky
Beat, The Bottle, The Encounter, Handsome, Tradition, Three
Cards, and Back Yard, are some of the category of short-
length documentaries and video that demonstrated the tal-
ents of students in the mass-communications program at
the University of Guyana. We salute these students, and
wish them every success in their careers.
Special Edition Magazine:
We are extremely grateful to all contributing authors for

their input in providing such diverse articles in the maga-
zine. We extend thanks to our sponsors, advertisers, sup-
porters and all who contributed and gave invaluable and
unselfish support to the success of GCA’s magazine while
preserving our Guyanese culture.
The Queh Queh Nite or Show Me Ya Science:
Evoked the steep tradition buried in the Guyanese wed-

ding preparation cultural custom. It began with a libation
ceremony, where water is poured to the ground to honor
the Ancestors. The spirited rhythms of the drums and the

merriment the night before a Guyanese couple is wed, is
an old tradition that has been a part of the African heritage
for centuries. Queh Queh which is one of the annual Folk
Festival events for the past seven years, has grown in pop-
ularity to bring Guyanese gathered from around the globe
to be a part of a its exhibition.
The Symposium:
The symposium, examined contemporary ideas about the

cultural similarities, common experiences, and traditions
of solidarity and friendship that have developed in Guyana
over the past 350 years. The theme for the 2011 sympo-
sium Arrivals, Encounters, and Exchange was exemplified
to the fullest. The 2011 symposium which featured pro-
found paper presentations, panel discussions, perfor-
mances, and a parallel video festival was indeed a winner
that ended with a second - to- last lyrics of the famous
Guyanese calypso king The Mighty Rebel.
Family Fun Day: 
Another success story was Family Fun Day 2011. With

superb weather conditions, hundreds of people graced the
school compound of Meyer Levin Performing Arts School
in Brooklyn. GCA’s president Vibert Cambridge delivered a
warm welcome address. The scene was one of excitement
as patrons anxiously lined up to enter the venue where
our unity theme “Aal bady, waan bady” was prominently
displayed on the outdoor stage. The capacity packed
crowds were waving both Guyana and Caribbean flags, to
music of Guyanese Folk songs and entertainment by DJ
Colin, Charmaine Blackman, Heritage Camp Students and
the Chronicle Atlantic Symphony Steel orchestra. In honor
of the 10th Anniversary, Certificates of Recognition were
given to ardent Folk Festival supporters.

FINAL EVENT: 
PERFORMING ARTS FESTIVAL

OCTOBER 14, 15, 16, 2011
MEYER LEVIN AUDITORIUM

5909 BEVERLY RD & RALPH AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203
Edgar Henry

Thank you for your support



The local Classique Dance Company from
Guyana and Verna Walcott’s NY Dance
Impressions group provided excellent artistic
design celebrating GCA’s 10th Annual Family
Fun Day festivities. The tantalizing aroma of
Guyanese cuisine and spices, added tremen-
dously to the afternoon’s stellar performances.
The festival was one gigantic spectacle as Rox-
oborough Dance Company from Tobago pre-
sented traditional folk dances as well.

Radio personalities and emcees Ron Bobb-
Semple and, Franklin “Bobby” Vieira had their
hands full trying to limit the multitude of per-
formers who were all excited to keep the audi-
ence reveling on stage as they screamed,
danced and waved for more. 

Adrian Dutchin, a crowd pleaser, sang and
led the crowd in a 'waist wine' movement, ses-
sion as he brought the house down with his
rhythmic body patterns. The festival fun day
ended with a bash, reveling with drummers,
Akoyah Rudder, Jeaggae with Hilton Hem-
merding on keyboard. The committee mem-
bers have called this year's festival one of the

best and the most accomplished.

Summation:

Clearly the season was another obvious testi-
mony of our caring for and commitment to
our youth as exemplified by 5 year old Chanice
and eleven year old Claudius Agrippa at the
Awards Ceremony. Our efforts, dedication,
planning, sacrifice, diligence, ability to operate
with scarce resources, and with confidence, we
are somewhat re-assured that our efforts are
not in vain and the legacy for our next genera-
tion seem to be in tact.

Congratulations GCA for 

marvelous and inspiring team
work and  special thanks to all. 

See you at the 
Performing Arts 
Festival.

Guyana Cultural Association of New York Inc. Newsletter

7“Coming down wid 
a bunch ah roses, 
coming down”



TO RESERVE
CALL:
718 209 5207

$20.
TICKETS
ALSO 
AVAILABLE
AT BOX
OFFICE 2
HOURS
BEFORE
START OF
SHOW

Guyana Cultural Association of New York Inc. Newsletter

The Performing Arts Program-
connected with the Guyana

Cultural Association of New York,
Inc. is proud to be the first  group
associated with the dramatic adap-
tation of this seminal novel.  
Approved by the estate of C. L. R.
James this original adaptation and
production is directed by the
renowned Maurice Braithwaite.
Using James' extraordinary narra-
tive, Francis Farrier captures the
essence of the lives of a group of
Trinidadians on the cusp of self
realization.  
Gritty, real, poignant and witty, the
play features Claud Leandro, Hilton
Hemerding, George Dahari,
Christopher Chickonite,  Michelle
K. Sydney,  Jackie Smartt, Claudius
Agrippa and Juliet Emanuel.  
The stage manager is Jackie New-
ton, Dennis Braithwaite is the play’s
photographer.  Malcolm Hall is the
technical director.  Rehearsal spaces
are courtesy of Marcel Braithwaite
and George Dahari. 

About C. L. R. James
Trinidadian born C L R James,
author of the ground-breaking nov-
el, Minty Alley, will be recognized
for his work during our Tenth
Anniversary Celebration. 
Mr. James who was considered an
imaginative political theorist and a
sensitive commentator on the West
Indian social and cultural scene in
London passed away in 1989. He
has captured in his only novel, a
piece of Caribbean life that is stimu-
lating and humorous. 

2011 
PERFORMING
ARTS FESTIVAL
“Minty Alley” 

8
OCTOBER 14, 15, 16, 2011

MEYER LEVIN SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
5909 BEVERLY RD & RALPH AVE., BROOKLYN, NY 11203

FINAL FOLK FESTIVAL 2011 SEASON EVENT

A PLAY IN 2-ACTS BY FRANCIS FARRIER ADAPTED
FROM THE  NOVEL “MINTY ALLEY” BY C.L.R. JAMES.

DIRECTED BY MAURICE BRAITHWAITE

Maurice Braithwaite
Director, Set & Lighting designer

Malcolm Hall
Technical Director

Francis Quamina Farrier
Playwright

Jackie Newton-Stage Manager

Rose October-Edun
Stage Manager

Maurice Blenman
Set Construction

  

Dr. Juliet Emanuel



Juliet Emanuel
“Miss Atwell” - Professor, Actor

C hristopher Chickonie
“Hayne” - Actor

Verna Walcott-White
“Ella” - Dancer, Choreographer, actor

Michelle K. Sydney - “Philomena”
Playwright, actor, teacher

George Dahari - “Maisie”
Human Resources Manager, Actor

Claud Leandro
“Mrs. Rouse” Poet, Playwright, actor

Jackie Smartt
“Nurse” - Teacher, Actor

Claudius Agrippa
“Sonny” - Violinist, actor

Hilton Hemerding - “Mr. Benoit” 
Teacher,  Musician, actor

MEET THE CAST...





TENTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS
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Stating that Guyanese in the US are now
becoming a third generation immigrant commu-
nity, Ambassador Bayney Karran singled out
grandchildren and great grandchildren whom he
said are being born to Guyanese settlers who
hold on to their culture and aspire to preserve
their traditions.
Ambassador Karran was full of praise for the

Guyana Cultural Association. The diplomat
acknowledged the dedication and patriotism of
the members of  the GCA during its 10th
Anniversary Awards at Brooklyn Borough Hall,
on August 31, 2011.
“It’s important for the Guyanese Diaspora to

propagate and regenerate our culture”, said Kar-
ran, adding that it will leave a legacy for coming
generations outside of Guyana.
“Undertakings like the Folk Festival there-

fore, are priceless to our national patrimony,
because they preserve the identity of our over-
seas communities, and give them a sense of con-
nection, togetherness and fulfillment.”
“I salute the board of GCA, and President

Dr. Vibert Cambridge for their dedicated ser-
vice, care and concern for Guyanese Americans
and the community at large”, were the words of
Borough President Marty Markowitz, in a mes-
sage to the board.

GCA
AWARDS

CEREMONY
AMBASSADOR BAYNEY
KARRAN PRAISES THE

WORK OF GCA
Tangerine Clarke

continued on page 17
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“Allan, you kyan remember
dis face?” “Tell me who speaking
to you”. “Mr. Fenty you remem-
ber me?” “Let me take off the
cap. Recognize me now, sir?”
“You getting ole Allan, ah bet
you doan know who talking to
yuh”.

The above questions and
comments are a sampling of
what flew at me as I encoun-
tered dozens of old school
mates, friends, relative, students
and colleagues in New York City
recently. During the first five
days of this September  I hap-
pened to be in  New York partly
to participate in three events
organized by the Guyana Cultur-
al Association (GCA). Monday
September 5 was, of course, the
day of the million-plus-person
44th annual West Indian Carni-
val along that city’s Eastern Park-
way.

The GCA celebrated its tenth
year of preserving, promoting
and displaying, consistently, all
aspects of Guyana’s folk tradi-
tions and cultural heritage, gen-
erally. And Guyanese, living in
New York and further afield,
legally or not, supported all
events most significantly. By
their numbers and enthusiastic,
participatory presence. At a Sym-
posium at a SUNY College I DID
NOT recognize John Criswick.
My poor eyesight and jaded
memory DID NOT prevent me,
however, from quickly recogniz-
ing ROY BRUMMEL (teacher-
folklorist), KEN CORSBIE, LEAR
MATTHEWS, WALTER
EDWARDS, JANETTE BULKAN
and ROSE OCTOBER. Other pre-
senters I met for the first time.
Like Harry Hergash and Frank
Birdalsingh.

But my recognition problems
really overcame me at the

events attended by the hun-
dreds and the thousands. I’ll
return to that slightly-stressful
fun shortly.

THE GUYANA DIASPORA
At the GCA Symposium,

themed “Arrivals, Encounters
and Exchanges” former Army
Officer, now Scholar/Researcher
Desmond Roberts stated that
besides the known phenome-
non of Guyanese in North Amer-
ica and the UK, there are hun-
dreds of thousands of Guyanese
immigrants in Suriname, Brazil
and Venezuela and settled
throughout the Caribbean. You
and I probably know that.

My work on local radio and
television and in the print media
helps to make me recognizable
– if not “memorable”. I take
some time; however, to recog-
nize many acquaintances, col-
leagues and fans long migrated
to other lands. It’s my fault com-
pletely mind you. During the last
CARIFESTA hosted by Trinidad
and Tobago; in Caracas and Boa
Vista for weekends and in Suri-
name late August, I was chal-
lenged frequently to identify
Guyanese long absent from the
homeland Some Indo-Guyanese
at the Nickerie, Suriname Ferry
Terminal really puzzled me
before I realized that they were
my once faithful Guyana Cook-
Up Show TV fans BEFORE they
migrated to speak Taki-Taki
Dutch pretending to be actual
Surinamese.

UP CLOSE, NOT-SO-PERSONAL, IN NEW YORK
Oh, but it was at was the Cul-

tural Association events and at
the Tripey Square, after-Parade
lime on Labor Day where you
see them in their hundreds of
thousands new in the US.

Yolande from Canada, Danny
from New Amsterdam (“Ive now
created OPTIONS, Allan”)
Cheryl from Bourda market, Sar-
jo Fraace and dozens of other
footballers, the “old” printers,
GNS, GPF, GDF, THD, GPSU folks.
From Sandhills to Woodbine to
Oasis to Ozone Park to Flatbush

Guyana Cultural Association of New York Inc. Newsletter

FROM ALLAN FENTY

“You can’t remember
this face?”
Pleasant, Puzzling Encounters in the Diaspora



to Church avenue? They “bounced up”
with me and with them. Even if I want-
ed to answer Nature’s call many insist-
ed that I “rememba” them, before I
could move off. I could not even do any
bluffing.

Especially moving for me, this time
around, were the encounters with my
former teaching colleagues and stu-
dents from Goed Fortuin and St. Sid-
wells. Oh the warmth, respect and
friendship still there.

Another time I’ll discuss Dr. Lear
Matthews’ views on the role and status
of what he calls “HOMETOWN ASSOCI-
ATIONS”. Speaking about the now
numerous, Professional and Alumni
Associations, Village, Medical, Political,
Religious and Cultural groups of
Guyanese he mentions that “sustained
interactions through HTA’s imbue a
sense of identification with place of
origin; perpetuates the culture and pre-
sents the opportunity for altruistic
endeavors, or perhaps an investment
for returning home”. 

For now I’ll treasure and savour the
memories of those personal encoun-
ters of social renewal. And yes some of
you know I’ll lament the fact that those
thousands have opted to be where
they now are. I understand and cannot
dare to pass any judgments.

As I try to remember that face, that
friendship, I’ll wish that one day I see
them all in their Guyana homeland, if
only for one year at a time. Meanwhile,
I’ll always struggle to remember that
name, that face. (“OH YES MAN,
YOU’RE NONE OTHER THAN THE DIS-
TINGUISHED HUGH SAM!”

FACES & MOODS OF FOLK FESTIVAL 2011
13
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Charmaine Blackman is no
stranger to the Guyana music

scene. For more than 20 years, the
music diva has heated up the stage
in the Caribbean at sold-out con-
certs, and topped the charts around
the world with her infectious lyrics
and tantalizing music videos.
The latest release “Weh De Party

Deah” is now burning up the air-
ways. The dance party single that
was just dropped by Signal Studio
executive Bonny Alves, comes right
off the Guyana Mashramani 2011
celebrations and is quickly rising the
charts both in the U.S. and the
Caribbean.
The Soca and Reggae singing sen-
sation also collaborated with nine
other artists on her reggae album
titled: “Don’t Forget” that includes a
Guyana Jamaica solidarity song. She
has also produced “Kover Girl,” “We
Coming Down, “Walz Hott Show,”
in addition to numerous other hit
singles and over 40 music videos.
The talented songstress and pro-

ducer once again teamed up with
Bonny Alves on the movie sound-
track of “Encounter” - one of eight
CineGuyana Films that was recent-
ly premiered at the Billie Holiday
Theatre in Brooklyn.
Fresh off a crowd-pleasing perfor-
mance at the 10th Annual Guyana

Folk Festival also
in Brooklyn,
Blackman is
looking to cap-
ture the attention
of her fans once again with “Weh
De Party Deah” that is now avail-
able at Bobb-O-Vision and Audio
Productions in Brooklyn.
She is looking to strike gold after
releasing seven solo albums with 11
original songs of various genres, and
the popularity of her music that
rode the charts in Suriname, France
and Guam with two number one
hits.
Thanks to her membership with

Reggae Ambassador, a worldwide
music organization that shares her
music with deejays, vee-jays, jour-
nalists and distributors, Blackman is
well on her way to becoming world
famous.
Her first professional performance
with the former Blue Mist string
band prepared her for the outstand-
ing stage presence and the chance to
sing alongside Essie Rockcliff, the
leader of one of Guyana’s veteran
string bands - The Yoruba Singers.
She also performed with pop band,
the Majestics and Caribbean
Fusion.
After touring some 24 countries,

the sassy pop star said her biggest

performance was with Guyana-
born British singer Eddie Grant.
The two along with Machel Mon-
tano and Beres Hammond rang in
the Millennium at a concert in
Tobago that was broadcast by the
BBC to 2.5 million viewers around
the world.
With all of this success under her

belt, Blackman who was a member
of the Guyana National School of
Dance and discovered her singing
talent while in her church choir as a
teen, said she did not take note of
her singing ability until she won a
fundraising ‘nickel” concert and was
encouraged by her friends to sing
professionally.

GUYANA MUSIC SCENE

CHARMAINE
BLACKMAN
SOCA & REGGAE ARTISTS 
TOPS THE CHARTS

NEW SINGLE “WEH DE PARTY DEH” RISING
THE CHARTS IN US & CARIBBEAN

Tangerine Clarke

Charmaine at 2011 Folk Festival Family Day



A SPECIAL PERSON

“I love my job because it’s so ful-
filling. It’s what I like to do. I’m
one of the fortunate people who
are able to do what they like.”

With over thirty years’ experi-
ence in Broadcasting and the Per-
forming Arts, Margaret Lawrence
has now fully dedicated her life
to combating the issue of
HIV/AIDS in Guyana. Almost all of
her time is spent on finding ways
and means to reduce the stigma
and discrimination attached to
this non-curable disease.
Since becoming the Executive
Director for the radio programme
‘Merundoi,’ Margaret Lawrence
commonly called ‘Maggie’ or ‘Aun-
tie Maggie’ has soared to new
heights in her career, and has in
store some impressive plans to
address issues relating to the
dreaded infection.

Editing one of Merundoi’s scripts
But how did it all start for ‘Maggie’?’
What made her so passionate
about the fight against this virus?

The death of one of her closest
friends, Andre Sobryan, sparked
the beginning of an impassioned
pursuit for its eradication.
‘Maggie’ and the now late Andre
were friends since in the 1980s as
they both worked in drama. It
was during this time that Andre
discovered that he was HIV posi-
tive. According to ‘Maggie’, this
was a stunning revelation, but it
did not and could not break their
friendship. In fact, it made them
stronger.
“Andre was the type of person
who did not want you to feel pity
for him. He would gloss over
things and I figure that my
strength was drawn from his. So it
was not something that you really
grieved over, it was something
that you dealt with and nothing
really changed. We became
stronger because he was a fighter
down to the end.”
The two attended a workshop
overseas on HIV/AIDS, and that
forum gave them both the
courage and inspiration to form
the organisation ‘Artistes in Direct

Support’ (AIDS) in 1992.
“We both attended a workshop in
Curacao and when we came back
we concurred that we needed to
get active and use the art to promote
the various messages and so we
formed Artistes in Direct Support
in 1992.”
‘Maggie’ and another popular per-
sonality Desiree Edghill were the
closest friends to Andre and both
women supported him during
his time of trials and challenges.
As a matter of fact, they were
both there when he passed away.
Back in the days! The group,
‘Maggie’ explained that while the
medication (anti retrovirals) to
treat the virus were not distrib-
uted freely in Guyana during that
point in time, Andre was still giv-
en an opportunity in South Africa
to go on the drugs, but he
refused.
According to her, he had
explained that his people in
Guyana did not have access to
the drugs and as such he did not
want to be treated differently.
He died in 2000 and his friends,
including ‘Maggie’ still continue
the fight. She refuses to give up
hope that a cure can be found for
the deadly virus.
Growing up in Alberttown, our
‘Special Person’ says, has done
wonders for her, as it has helped
to mould her into the person she
is today. According to ‘Maggie’,
her years at the St. Ambrose Pri-
mary School and the Bishops’
High School have contributed a
lot to the evolution of her career.
She also attended the University
of Guyana where she studied
Public Management. At the ter-
tiary institution she was the recip-
ient of the Prime Minister’s Medal
for Public Management. She then
went on to the University of the
West Indies (UWI), Caribbean
Institute of Media and Communi-
cation (CARIMAC) at Mona,
Jamaica, followed by a stint with
the British Broadcasting Corpora-
tion (BBC).

continued on page 16

MARGARET
LAWRENCE 

AN UNSHAKEABLE 
COMMITMENT TO

THE HIV/AIDS FIGHT

Guyana Cultural Association of New York Inc. Newsletter

Fareeza Haniff, Kaieteur News
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MARGARET LAWRENCE A SPECIAL PERSON  continued from page 15
Maggie’ (sitting, centre) along with the staff
of Merundoi.
‘Maggie’ is now pursuing a course in Public
Management at Nations University.
Not surprisingly, she was also the proud
recipient, in 1999, of a National Award - the
Golden Arrow of Achievement - for out-
standing achievements in broadcasting and
drama.
Before becoming the admirable crusader she
is today, ‘Maggie’ was a well rounded indi-
vidual who worked at many different organ-
isations. She was once the Programme
Manager at the Guyana Broadcasting
Corporation (GBC).
This exemplary woman has also held posi-
tions at the Guyana Safe Injection Project
(GSIP), Royal Bank of Canada, Singer
Sewing Machine Company and the
American Life Insurance Company.
Prior to her designation as Executive
Director of Merundoi, a little over a year
ago, she was the script editor.
‘Maggie’ admits to pushing in between 12 –
14 hours of work on a daily basis and will
go even longer when there are deadlines to
be met.
Her personal life has been without much
fanfare. She got married in 1981, but in the
late 1990s she and her now dead husband
got a divorce. And although she does not
have any children of her own, she adores her
five step children.
Merundoi Incorporated is a non-governmen-
tal organisation which was registered in
November 2008. It evolved from the
MARCH project. MARCH is an acronym
for Modeling And Reinforcement to Combat
HIV/AIDS.
It is a behaviour change communication pro-
ject that was the brainchild of Dr. Joseph
Petraglia. Merundoi is aimed at portraying
hope, stamina, courage and fortitude in the
reduction of stigma and discrimination, par-
ent-to-child communication, reduction of
alcohol abuse and safe and consistent use of
condoms.
This organisation has reinforcement officers
across the country, who work hand in hand
with men who have sex with men, commer-
cial sex workers, prisoners, school children
and miners. According to ‘Maggie’, the
organisation has been able to hold work-
shops at some areas where commercial sex
workers have their activities so as to spread
the messages about the virus along with the

various ways they can protect themselves.
The radio programme in now accessible on
the internet and is being listened to by per-
sons in Brazil, New York, China and
Senegal. It is also now aired in Nickerie,
Suriname on two radio stations, and she is
pushing for it to be expanded into the wider
Caribbean.
‘Maggie’ plans to address other social ills in
Guyana other than HIV/AIDS. These include
diabetes, hypertension, cancer and suicide.
“Suicide has touched us and the ages of the
people who have passed are ridiculous. We
have targeted two communities in region
six…from the data, it appears as though lots
of suicides occur there.”
The organisation also plans to incorporate
Merundoi into the Health and Family Life
and Education programme (HFLE), while
they are also toying with the idea of internet
possibilities. “We know young people are
very internet savvy…they may not be listen-
ing to the radio but we may be able to catch
them on the internet.”
She also wants Merundoi to develop a train-
ing centre. “I love my job because it’s so ful-
filling. It’s what I like to do. I’m one of the
fortunate people who are able to do what
they like.”
Her advice to young people who do not
practice safe sex is simply this: “Unsafe sex
is essentially a death sentence. The thing
about it is that not only can you contract
HIV…there are other STDs out there that
are horrible. There are so many ways to
make sex enjoyable with a condom. You can
even put it on your tongue.”
While her passion at this moment is combat-
ing the social effects of HIV/AIDS, ‘Maggie’
also aspires to make seniors live comfort-
ably. Sometime in the future she sees herself
doing something significant for them.
This woman of many talents also sees herself
becoming a Funeral Planner. “That is the
most traumatic time in your life when you
sometimes don’t even know what you’re
doing. You can’t seem to focus. So you just
sit and take in a few deep breaths and I’ll
take care of everything…I thought about
that at once, and it might happen sometime
in the future.”
A God-fearing woman, she lives by one
verse in the Holy Bible, John 112: “In all thy
ways acknowledge him and he shall direct
thy paths.”
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“I congratulate the organization and thank
them for all that they do to make Brooklyn and
beyond better places to live, work and raise a
family.”
Newly elected president Dr. Vibert Cambridge
in turn highlighted the organization’s impor-
tance in the community, and said it’s a vehicle
for Guyanese in New York to explore their her-
itage and contemporary originality. 
“Our theme Aal Bady, Waan Bady and our
goal is to encourage and support conversations
on the state of (the) progress in which aal bady
is becoming waan bady – Guyanese.”
The ceremony, which celebrated youth as the
future, honored 10-year old phenom (phenome-
non) Claudius Agrippa for his superb violin per-
formances. Rida Fatima, The Young Acolytes
Symphony Steel Orchestra, and Syed A. Zaidi
(also) who receive(d) medals for their stellar
contribution in the community.
The GCA individual awards were presented to
Oswald Bobb, Ronald N. Fanfair, Hugh
Hamilton, Sherif Fraser, Claire Patterson-
Monah, Sandra Harte, Rohan Sagar, Haynes
Foundation, Nona Permaul, Al Creighton, and
Narine Dat Sookram. 
The GCA Lifetime Achievement Award was
presented posthumously to Harry Whittaker.
Two GCA Exemplary awards were presented,
one posthumously to Donald Locke and the
other personally to John Criswick.
The honorees also received citations from
Council Members Mathieu Eugene and
Jumaane Williams.
In addition, the Guyana Cultural Association
was honored with proclamations from Brooklyn

Borough President, Marty Markowitz, (and)
Senators, John Sampson and Kevin Parker. 
Following this was a riveting colorful celebra-
tion that was emceed by popular stage and TV
actor Ron Bobb-Semple, and featured inspiring
presentations by the GCA Heritage Campers,
especially six-year old Shanice Wharton whose
introduction garnered a standing ovation.
A video tribute by Margaret Lawrence,

choreographies by Classique Dance Company
from Guyana, Impressions Dance Theatre, and
a moving violin solo by youth awardee Claudius
Agrippa, a drum tribute by Winston ‘Jeggae’
(Hoppie) and Akoyaw Rudder rounded off the
evening’s entertainment. Closing thoughts by
Asante Parris, Camp Volunteer summed up the
stellar evening’s proceedings. A reception fol-
lowed with music by the crystal clear steel pans
of the Young Acolytes, finalist in the upcoming
Live at the Apollo competition in October.

AWARDS CEREMONY
from page 11



Eleven years ago, in August of
two thousand - the modern incar-
nation of the University of Belize
was born from the amalgamation
of the University College of
Belize, the Belize Teachers College,
the Bliss School of Nursing, the
Belize College of Agriculture and
the Belize Technical College.

Belizean President Dr. Cary
Fraser, who was formally installed
on August 24 is also the first presi-
dent picked though a transparent
selection process.  The 56 year
old Fraser is a Guyanese who has
studied, lectured and written
scholarly papers all over the
world,  most recently at the Penn-
sylvania State University where
he was a professor of African
American Studies.  His academic
record is indeed stellar - but now
as President of a national universi-
ty - he'll have to shape the vision
of a university that's only 11 years
old.  The weight of that responsi-
bility was made clear when he
was installed today at the UB
gymnasium in Belmopan: 

Imani Morrison - Chairperson,
Board of Trustees “Dr. Cary Fraser,
the 4th President of the Universi-
ty of Belize: Dr. Fraser, I formally
invest you with the Presidency
of the University of Belize. With
this act,  this process of deliberat-
ing the future direction of our
national university, and select-
ing the best person to lead the
destiny of this institution is con-

cluded. Dr. Fraser, a symbol of
your authority and responsibili-
ty is the silver medallion of the
University of Belize, which is
presented to you by His Excellency,
Governor General Sir Colville
Young." 

Dr. Corinth Morter Lewis -
Outgoing Acting President "The
solemnity of what is occurring
this morning in these proceed-
ings reflects not just the tradi-
tions of Presidential Inaugura-
tion. It is also a symbol of the
awesome responsibilities that
UB President Elect will bare for
the next 5 years." 

Imani Morrison - Chairperson,
Board of Trustees "To say that the
expectations of our little 11 year-
old national university are high
might be an underestimation -
or understatement - it is exceed-
ingly so in my view. Dr. Fraser,
our only request to you is that
you work diligently at putting
UB further along the path
toward leadership in all these
ways." 

Hon. Patrick Faber - Minister of
Education "There is need to
increase access to tertiary level
education. But how do we pay for
it? The Government is currently
subsidizing the cost of tertiary
education significantly, so that the
costs are maintained artificially
low. In fact, it is ridiculously low.
Please be assured of our commit-
ment to maintaining this funding

for tertiary
education.
However,
the situa-

tion demands that we explore
smarter and better ways of
increasing access and making it
affordable.

Dr. Cary Fraser - UB's 4th Presi-
dent "I look forward to working
with all constituencies to move
the university towards the goal
of accreditation, and the estab-
lishment of a reputation for aca-
demic excellence in training
both Belizean and international
students. I have enjoyed very
frank and fruitful conversations
about the university with every-
one that I have met, and I am
committed to the view that the
university must play a signifi-
cant role in shaping Belize's
future and facing the challenges
of our globalized world. The pri-
mary purpose of the university
is to provide a space for us to
foster the symbiosis between
learning and thinking that will
allow us to produce knowledge
to educate effective policy-mak-
ers and to cultivate a sense of
citizenship among all those who
pass through its doors.  A society
that fails to provide access to a
dynamic and effective university
education for its citizens is a
society that will lose its way in
the modern world."

GUYANESE DR. CARY FRASER
INSTALLED AS 4TH PRESIDENT
OF THE UNIVERSITY OF BELIZE

“I am committed to the view that the University must play a
significant role in shaping Belize’s future and facing the
challenges of our globalized world.”

GUYANESE IN EDUCATION
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OSHAG
STRIDES
AGAINST BREAST
CANCER
OCTOBER 16, 2011
PROSPECT PARK,
BROOKLYN
9TH STREET BANDSHELL
MEET AT 9.00 A.M.

REGISTRATION
10.00 A.M. 
All members and participants are
asked to wear Pink Shirts for the
ladies and White for the men. 

You can make your contribution
pledges online at http://www.can-
cer.org/stridesonline  .If you desire
to make an individual donation,
please note that you are contribut-
ing on behalf of the organization
OSHAG. You can also make your
donation with OSHAG by giving your
donation to one of our Board
Members. 

Your OSHAG contact for the WALK is
Barbara Chase; she can be reached
at 718-288-2060.

ST. AMBROSE
SCHOOL ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION
FUNDRAISING 
DANCE
BAMBOO GARDENS 
RESTAURANT & BAR
Ave. L - Corner of 95th Street
$25.00 (Includes dinner)

NATIONAL SERVICE
ASSOCIATION
OF NORTH AMERICA
FUNDRAISING 
DANCE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2011
9:00 P.M. - 2.00 P.M.

ANTUN’S 
BANQUET HALL
96-43 Springfield Blvd. Queens
Village NY 11429
$90.00
Music by Perry Sound
System
Contact: 914-806-2006

H.E.R.O. INC.
(Health & Education
Relief Organization)
ANNUAL AWARDS
DINNER & DANCE
SATURDAY,
OCTOBER 1, 2011
TERRACE ON THE PARK
52-11 111th Street,
Flushing, NY
8.00 p.m. - 1.00 a.m.
$125.00 Tickets

Contact:
Jackie Gulstone: 718 531 3128
Juhn Mitchell: 718 250 6805
Harrison Mitchell: 212 690 3200

CARIBBEAN WOMEN’S
HEALTH ASSOCIATION
WINE & CHEESE 
FUNDRAISER

TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 20, 2011
6.00 P.M. -10.00 P.M.

MICHELLE’S COCKTAIL LOUNGE
2294 Bedford Avenue
Brooklyn, NY 11226
TICKETS: $50.00

WHAT’S 
HAPPENING 

IN THE 
COMMUNITY

COME OUT
AND SUPPORT THESE EVENTS

TO HAVE 
YOUR EVENT 

PROMOTED IN
FUTURE GCA

NEWSLETTERS:

Contct
Tangerine
Clarke at

tcitrus@aol.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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PURCHASE YOUR COPY

GUYANA CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK INC.
10TH ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL EDITION

GuyFolkMagazine
$8.00
Includes S&H

EXCITING ARTICLES ABOUT
GUYANA’S HISTORY & CULTURAL
HERIATAGE

DVD MASTER WORKS/RECENT WORKS

DONALD
LOCKE

TALKS ABOUT HIS LARGE
SCALE DRAWINGS AND

MIXED MEDIA SCULPTURE

$20.00

TO ORDER:
718 209 5207


