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(February 24, 2011—Kaieteur News) 

They came out of the hinterland and churches and from 
beverage companies to phone companies, and even the 
hearing impaired didn‘t have to hear to party during the 
celebration of the country‘s 41st Republic anniversary.  

It was a colourful party in true Guyanese style. 

The country‘s carnival-like revelry on the streets of the 
capital saw hundreds taking part in the annual Mashra-
mani costume and float parade, and they didn‘t mind the 
thousands who came out to ―watch‖ them. In fact, the 
onlookers egged them on.   more   

See album:  MASH 2011 Photos by Bryan Mackintosh 

The Guyanese Online Blog received a record 25,810 hits in Feb-
ruary. The Top-20 entries for February 2010 are listed here:-   
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No rain: excellent parade: thousands attend 
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   Editorial:                                       ORIGINS of MASHRAMANI       by Cyril Bryan 

Welcome to the Guyanese Online Newsletter 

By: Cyril Bryan. Editor and Publisher 

This is the ―One Year Anniversary‖ of the Guy-
anese Online Newsletter and Blog.  See what our 
first newsletter looked like: March 2010. Thanks 
for your comments and support. 

What is MASHRAMANI?  

Many have asked this question so here are some answers.  
Put simply, Mashramani or MASH is Guyana‘s Carnival, 
which mirrors the many ―Carnivals‖ held in the Caribbean 
islands and in major cities around the world, where Carib-
bean people reside. We all know what the Trinidad Carnival 
is like, so Guyana‘s edition is similar but quite smaller. Here 
is some information on the origins of Mashramani. 

Origins of  Mashramani 

According to entries in the Wikipedia Encyclopedia, the 
Jaycees of Linden had been organizing an Independence 
Carnival there since 1966, the year of Independence.  
When Guyana became a Republic in February 1970, they 
formed a Jaycees Republic Celebrations Committee. Basil 
Butcher, the cricketer, was selected as Chairman but he 
had to tour Australia with the West Indies Cricket Team, 
and Jim Blackman was appointed as the Deputy to carry 
on. A committee, including respected resource personnel 
such as Wordsworth McAndrew, Arthur Seymour, 
and Adrian Thompson, began the organization of 
the Carnival activities. 

The search for a name to replace Carnival began and it 
was suggested by Basil Butcher that an Amerindian name 
be chosen. This was agreed to and several individuals in-
cluding Mr. Allan Fiedtkou, an Amerindian, were contacted. 
Mr. Fiedtkou held discussions with his grandfather who ex-
plained a type of Festival that was held by Amerindians 
whenever they gathered to celebrate a special event. This 
event he said was like "Muster Many" (or Mashirimehi in 
Amerindian) and sounded in Arawak like Mashramani.  

On 23rd February 1970 the first Festival called 
"Mashramani" was a huge success with people drawn from 
all Regions of Guyana to Linden welcoming Guyana's 
status as a republic with over three days of frolic and fun. 

After witnessing the massive crowds, glitter and level of 
competition, Mr. David Singh, a Government Official, held 
discussions with the Jaycees Committee about bringing the 
event to Georgetown, the Nation's capital. Approval was 
also given by the then President, Forbes Burnham, for 
Mashramani, referred to as Mash, to be a National Event 
for the Republic celebration. Mash activities were rotated in 
Linden, Berbice and Georgetown but due to sponsorship, 
the Costume Bands contest remained in Georgetown.  

 (Source: Wikipedia) 
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Cyril Bryan 

If you would like to comment on this newsletter please go to the 
comments for the March 2011 Newsletter on the Blog. 

You do not have to use your actual name in your comments. 
 

You can also write Cyril at  guyaneseonline@gmail.com 

Please send your comments to the Blog 

MASHRAMANI Today 

Mashramani today, reflects the ―melting pot‖ of Guyanese 
culture.  It is an ideal marketing tool to entice the Diaspora 
to return home during the middle of winter when they most 
long for the sunshine of the tropics. However, it requires 
more corporate sponsorship, especially  from those com-
panies that gain the most financially from it, to become a 
really first-class festival. 

We all know that the entertainment industry is one of the 
largest industries today. We also have seen the trends 
whereby ―service industries‖ are outstripping manufactur-
ing and other conventional industries,  Added to this is the 
growth of music, videos, and interactive communications, 
propelled by the youth, connecting people worldwide.  

Mashramani, irrespective of its roots, is a musical event 
with connecting linkages that help to cement the multi-
cultural underpinnings of Guyanese society. Most of the 
present inhabitants of Guyana were born after Independ-
ence.  They could not care less about politics, as many 
feel that former generations have ―let them down‖ by not 
leaving them a legacy that was  stable, positive and crea-
tive. They, however, know how to have fun and forget the 
daily problems that confront them.  Some may label  this  
behavior as  ―escapism‖,  but one cannot deny the reality.  

If you look at MASH 2011 online, in videos, or  the Bryan 
Mackintosh photo album link that is on our website, you 
will see that Guyanese of all ethnic groups and mixtures 
display a confidence and togetherness that is admirable.  
This is a positive sign for the future. 

Some people do not like ―Carnivals‖, as it may be against 
their religion, culture or  beliefs. However, they cannot pre-
vent the changes that the youth will bring to Guyana.  We 
have  seen how social networks like Facebook and Twitter 
are affecting change in countries worldwide. People, espe-
cially the youth, are now instantaneously connected to the 
―Global Village‖. .. All can now be aware! 

The Guyanese Online Newsletter and the Guyanese Online 

Blog Website are independent publications that have been de-

signed, edited,  produced and published by Cyril Bryan.       

Individuals,  Organizations, Associations and Guyanese groups 

should send e-mails with their announcements, features, news, 

pictures, event reports and advertisements for publication to the 

editor:  Cyril Bryan at:  guyaneseonline@gmail.com   

http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/03/guyanese-online-newsletter-march-20102.pdf
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http://www.facebook.com/album.php?aid=621008&id=606035453&l=d83df29c3d
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Subscribe to the Blog and get updates of 
articles, and videos as they are published 

Guyanese Online Blog March 2011                                          

Quotation: Bring soul into the world  

Bring soul into the world 

"We live in a culture that is greatly biased against the 
imagination, because our culture is very materialistic, 
objective and literal. Our culture lacks soul, and 
doesn‘t know it, although it experiences the conse-
quences. When you don‘t know what‘s missing, then 
of course you don‘t know what to bring in, even 

though you feel something is missing." 

―We live in a world that needs more soul, more 
meaning. We, as conscious beings, have, as our pri-
mary responsibility, at this time in human history, the 
task of bringing soul into the world, or releasing soul 
into the world. We do this, first of all, in ourselves 
and in our own personal world; then we do it in our 
groups – including family; then we do it in our society 

through our work, relationships and presence there.‖  

-- Andrew Schneider 
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 In February 2011 we published 39 articles and videos. 
We receive over 1000 visitors/day, the highest recorded to 

date was 1,569 on February 23, 2011.  February, had a 
record 25,810 hits. Thanks for visiting! 

 
Click line entry to access the article or video 
 
 
Historic Sacred Heart Church to be rebuilt 

The World’s Biggest Family 
CBS TV boost for Guyana tourism – Videos 

David Granger elected PNCR Presidential Candidate 

The Decline and Fall of the American Empire 
Thousands celebrate Mash 2011 

MASH 2011 Photos 

Guyana observes 41st Republic anniversary 
Countrywide Flooding in Guyana – UPDATES 

BBC Filming Raleigh Documentary 

Guyana Republic Ball 2011 – Orlando, Florida 

Book Launch by Wayne Jones -Toronto 
―Boyhood Days‖ – Tradewinds 

Beauty Contests – Ken Corsbie 

Mashramani Parade – 2011- Update 
In Guyana -Tradewinds – Dave Martins 

The Purpose of Life is ―Giving‖ 

Cricket World Cup -2011 

Mike Charles’ Videos 
Wisconsin: The First Stop in An American Uprising? 

MASH-2011 Float Parade LIVE – Pay Per-View 

Farewell to ―Auntie Olga‖ 
Human Planet – BBC One 

―VILLAGE STORY‖ – by Ken Corsbie 

Bring Back Anansi-Diana Chapman-video 
Michael Jackson’s This is it – They don’t care.. 

Guyanese Online Newsletter – February 2011  

Black Ice – Colored Hockey League 

Guyanese Association – Central Florida 
MARC MATTHEWS – ―Jumbie Picnic‖ video 

Historic Photos 

How great leaders inspire action – Simon Sinek 
Chinese cultural dancers 

Wild Guyana – by Mike Charles 

Dame Olga Lopes-Seale passes at 92 
Egypt’s Race Problem 

SINGING FRANCINE ~ Go Brave! 

Howard’s Drum Show 

IBM – innovations within five years – video  

Read and make your Comments 

Blog Entries for February 2011 

Photos: The Africa they never show you 

The Guyanese Online Blog 

The Guyanese Online blog now has over 300 items on vari-
ous subjects.  Your comments and ideas are welcome. Thank 
you for your readership and support!! 

You can also write Cyril Bryan at  guyaneseonline@gmail.com 

 

 
View 734 photographs from various countries in 
Africa. A truly interesting and educational experience.  It 

may send you for your Atlas so that you can locate the 
various countries:  Click on the link below:  
 

Photos: The Africa they never show you 

Below: Obudu Resort  - Nigeria 
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Guyana Elections  -  Voter Apathy 

GUEST EDITORIAL 
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VOTER APATHY IS INCREASING 

JANUARY 31, 2011 | BY KNEWS |  EDITORIAL  

One political party has already launched its political cam-
paign for General Elections later this year. We hope that 
they and the other political operators will be able to re-
verse the steady increase in voter apathy.  

Under-representation of non-voters 

There is the danger if this trend were to continue, deci-
sions at the highest level would be made by the few for the 
many thus under-representing the interests of those who 
do not vote. 

Political theorists argue that democratic participation in-
volves two mutually recursive components: the political 
structure or culture that can enable or constrain participa-
tion and the individual who possesses the ability and re-
sponsibility to ensure their political voice is included in po-
litical arenas.  

While these two dimensions of public participation are 
theoretically impossible to speak of as separate phenome-
non, any project that attempts to encourage public political 
participation should consider both aspects in its design 
and implementation. 

―Ethnic Censuses‖ 

Researchers agree that in Guyana, voting has been so 
dominated by ethnic interests that elections are routinely 
dubbed ―ethnic censuses‖. Empirical evidence suggests 
that representative democracy often leads to decisions 
that reflect middle class, rather than lower class interests, 
a finding that is often attributed to the fact that there is 
greater middle class political participation than lower class 
participation. 

 This is true even in our ethnically divided society. 
While it has been extensively documented that socially 
and economically disadvantaged groups have lower politi-
cal participation rates than middle or upper class groups, 
there are a plethora of theories that attempt to explain 
why. Most, however, agree ―economic disadvantage im-
pedes equal participation in the making of culture, in public 
spheres, and in everyday life.‖ 

Socio-Economic Status 

Research in the field of social psychology  and VOThas 
specifically investigated the relationship between socio-
economic status and efficacy, finding a strong positive 
correlation between such status and perceived efficacy to 
contribute to the betterment of societal conditions.  

One researcher asserts that many poor people hold the 
belief that the world is essentially just in order to avoid the 
cognitive dissonance that would result if they were to real-
ize otherwise, in spite of the fact that, for them, there is no 
direct relationship between effort and economic success. 

Such a process can distort the interests of the poor and 
create what Marx and others have referred to, ―false con-
sciousness‖. Such a consciousness can have the effect of 
normalizing inequities and reducing the possibility that 
conflicts of interests will arise from the awareness of un-
equal or unfair distribution of resources, opportunities, rep-
resentation, and participation in political decisions. 

Apathetic Citizenry 

Others attribute lack of participation in political life to apa-
thetic citizenry. One researcher suggests that political apa-
thy is produced in everyday life over the course of conver-
sations, interactions, and in the ―backstage‖ of life. Her 
findings suggest that a social norm exists that impedes 
political discourse in ways that censor such discussion in 
non-political and political spaces.  

Perhaps such norms get internalised in a manner that de-
legitimises political opinions to such a degree that individu-
als censor themselves even in situations where political 
discussion is encouraged, believing they, as lower class 
citizens, are not authorized to have such discussions. Her 
thesis would be proven if research showed that most of 
our non-voters were from poorer strata of our society. 

In contrast to the individuals who choose not to participate 
because of their attitudes or perceived efficacy towards 
current politics, there, are others who have tried to partici-
pate, but have become disillusioned in their efforts.  

Disillusioned populace 

Despite the increasing quantities of public discourse, stud-
ies show that satisfaction with public discussion is low, 
indicating that many citizens feel as if these public oppor-
tunities are essentially a waste of time, claiming that there 
is not enough listening and response to concerns.  

Thus, lack of public participation could partially be attrib-
uted, not to apathy or preconceived attitudes, but rather to 
individual frustration with ineffective public discussion 
structures and processes that do not encourage dialogic 
communication and leave citizens with the impression 
(and possible reality) that they are not being heard. 

 

REGISTER 

and  

VOTE 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
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February 16, 2011 – The Guyana Power and Light 
(GPL) company says it is losing out on 20 percent of 
earnings to electricity theft, and based on an evaluation 
done in 2010 that estimated losses to be about US$30 
million per year.  

GPL‘s Divisional Director, Loss Reduction, Kumar 
Sharma said if the company was to convert just five per-
cent of its commercial losses into sales, it could get US$8 
million more each year. 

―It is quite a large problem and so we have a department 
dedicated to this cause in an effort to reduce losses, 
since this is severely affecting the company‘s capabili-
ties,‖ he said on local television. 

Sharma said the issue of meter tampering said remains a 
priority, since it is seems to be becoming a norm for con-
sumers. 

―Unfortunately, we are still experiencing a high number of 
meter tampering by consumers but I can assure you that 
this will only be for a time since we have a rigorous cam-
paign ongoing to curb this,‖ he said. 

The GPL official warned that those people stealing from 
the company would face the courts. Persons found guilty 
could be fined for a first and second offence and impris-
oned for a third offence. (Caribbean 360) 

March 2011   

IMF Report: Fiscal policies good but there 

are future concerns... 

India staffed specialty hospital planned—
building to start at year-end 

Electricity thieves rob Guyana Power and 
Light of millions in revenue 

GUYANA NEWS 
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Guyana Geology and Mines Commission 
to be restructured 

President Jagdeo has stated publicly that there is corrup-
tion in Guyana Geology and Mines Commission (GGMC) 
that needs to be curbed. He even called on the GDF to 
help in this matter. 

Former Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Guyana 
Telephone and Telegraph (GT&T) Company and Retired 
Major General, Joe Singh has recently been appointed as 
the new chairman of GGMC 

The Commissioner of that agency, William Woolford has 
since called for evidence to substantiate the President‘s 
claim.  Mr Jagdeo said that the incidence of corruption is 
obvious. He noted that there have been several charges 
of corruption by miners and stated that even the Head of 
the Guyana Gold and Diamond Miners Association 
(GGDMA), Edward Tony Shields lamented that assis-
tance had to be sought from the police to ensure that gold 
is declared.  

He disclosed that there is going to be a restructuring of 
the GGMC the Cabinet level.  ―We are currently examin-
ing a new structure for the organisation that will reflect the 
growth of mining in our economy, the possibility of new 
gold mines and finding uranium, and the preparation of 
finding oil and gas.‖ he said    source 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has given the 
Guyana government a passing grade for its fiscal pru-
dence in weathering domestic and external shocks and 
says the country‘s medium term outlook remains positive. 

However, it urged caution on the fiscal risks associated 
with the Amaila Falls Hydropower project, lagging pro-
ductivity in Guyana Sugar Corporation (GUYSUCO) and 
the need to strengthen the finances of the National Insur-
ance Scheme (NIS) as well as a possible fall off in aid 
commitments. 

GUYSUCO has been faced with low productivity due to 
bad weather, industrial unrest and a 36 percent cut in the 
price that Europe pays. The National Insurance Scheme 
(NIS) is not in good health due to poor collections and 
investments like those in the failed Colonial Life Insur-
ance Company (CLICO).. The IMF's statement also 
comes against the back-drop of increasing international 
aid-fatigue, partly due to the global economic crisis.  

More—full report 

President Bharrat Jagdeo was in India in February, on a 
mission to boost the provision of health care services to 
Guyana.. 

The Guyana Government has now sealed a soft loan 
agreement with the Indian Government for the establish-
ment of a specialty hospital in Guyana manned by a team 
of medical experts from India 

The move in the long-term will significantly reduce the cost 
incurred on Guyanese to travel for specialist health care, 
particularly in the area of heart surgery, hip replacement 
and internal medicine among others 

 President Jagdeo said: ―We expect that if that when it is 
established in Guyana… we have a lot of general medical 
practitioners but we need a lot of specialists and specialty 
hospitals …..   ―          

When operational, the programme will also offer health 
services to nationals in other South American countries, 
the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and North Ameri-
can countries. 

On February 11, Mr. Jagdeo said that the hospital con-
struction would start by year-end, and that the facility 

would take about two years to be completed. Source  

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://opnew.op.gov.gy/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1167:ggmc-to-undergo-restructuring-process-head-of-state&catid=34:bulletins&Itemid=70
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/guyana-imf-report-february-2011.pdf
http://opnew.op.gov.gy/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1166:specialty-hospital-construction-begins-by-year-end-&catid=34:bulletins&Itemid=70
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Guyana‘s commitment marginal in  

Counter-narcotics – says USA 

March 2011 

Demerara Bank opens newest 
branch at Diamond  

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide      Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

(Stabroek News February 16, 2011) The Alliance For Change (AFC) 
has criticized the administration over the loss of G$3.8B in 
European Union aid for the sugar industry. 

Guyana will lose out on the aid after government failed to 
reach certain commitments and according to the AFC, the 
sugar industry, which requires a large dose of capital in-
jection, could ill-afford this. 

In a statement, the party said that the aid is needed to 
maintain the efficiency of the production infrastructure as 
well as to address the ongoing labour issues. The party 
said too that the loss of the funding as a result of the non-
implementation of commitments is unacceptable. ―The 
AFC believes that such funding could have been instru-
mental in sorting out the technical difficulties that have 
bedeviled the Skeldon flagship factory,‖ it said.  

The party recalled statements made by GAWU President 
Komal Chand last October, when he raised the issue of 
persistent setbacks at the Skeldon factory while noting 
that it was enough to reasonably call for an inquiry. 
Chand‘s concern about the low production level in the in-
dustry was also noted, in addition to his comment about 
mismanagement. AFC concluded that the loss of the 14 
million euros, a component of the Accompanying Meas-
ures funding, is another tangible manifestation of rampant 
mismanagement.   more 

(March3, 2011 Demerara Waves) 

Guyana has come in for lukewarm praise for its counter-
narcotics efforts even as the government commitment re-
mains ―marginal‖ the US State Department has said in its 
2011 International Narcotics Control Strategy Report 
(INCSR). 

The report was made public on Thursday and reiterated 
that Guyana is a transshipment point for cocaine from Co-
lombia and Venezuela destined for North America, 
Europe, and the Caribbean. 

―In 2010, modest efforts to reduce supply by Guyanese 
law enforcement agencies yielded 105 kilograms of co-
caine, according to the Guyana Police and government 
media reports. U.S. law enforcement officials were in-
volved in the seizure of 73 kilograms of the 105 kilograms 
of cocaine seized in 2010. This compares to seizures of 
137 kilograms of cocaine in 2009 and 48 kilograms in 
2008,‖ the report stated. 

It added that the authorities seized and eradicated an un-
determined amount of marijuana in 2010 though modest 
estimates of seized packages and plants indicate it was 
over 25 metric tons.   more 

Guyana loses G$3.8B in E.U. aid for the 

sugar industry– AFC critical 

By Gaulbert Sutherland On March 1, 2011 Stabroek News 

Demerara Bank Limited opened its newest branch at 
Diamond on the East Bank Demerara yesterday, with 
its Chairman Dr Yesu Persaud calling for the creation of 
a business climate that would lead to more jobs.  

A beaming Persaud recalled the journey from when he 
conceived a dream of an indigenous bank back in 1991 
to the opening of the first bank on July 23, 1994. The 
Diamond location is the bank‘s fifth branch and was 
built at a cost of $460 million. Alluding to his pride in the 
achievement, Persaud—who also founded beverage 
giant Demerara Distillers Limited (DDL)—recalled that 
Demerara Bank has gone through serious times but 
has come a long way. He pointed out that the Diamond 
area is developing rapidly and said that the government 
must be complimented for this. 

A new branch is also to be established on the East 
Coast Demerara soon, Persaud said, the investments 
testimony to confidence in the nation. The renowned 
businessman said he hoped he would be around long 
enough to see a lot more development taking place, 
even as he noted the calls by some for him to slow 
down. ―As long as… the Lord grants me the health and 
strength, I‘ll continue to do what I can as long as I can 
to the best of my knowledge and ability to make Guy-
ana a better place, where we can find and create job 
opportunities for young people ‘cause this is one of the 
things that are missing: jobs. Creation of jobs is the 
most important thing in any nation,‖ said Persaud. 

He pointed to other countries, where incentives such as 
tax-free holidays, free land and assistance in develop-
ing the land are offered to companies who invest there, 
just so jobs can be created. ―That should be our aim in 
this nation of ours: create employment, create the at-
mosphere of this is a free, good country to invest and 
others will follow,‖ he said.   more 

GUYANA NEWS 

The new Demerara Bank Limited branch at Diamond 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://guyanafriends.com/eve/forums/a/tpc/f/860604972/m/18620954941
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/guyanas-committment-to-counter-narcotics-qmarginalq-us-state-dept.pdf
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2011/news/stories/03/01/460m-demerara-bank-branch-opens-at-diamond/print/
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Countrywide Flooding in Guyana 
Here are news reports and updates– Floods 2011 

Click links to read the various reports: 
 
Buxtonians fear water-bourne diseases from flood-
ing  (Feb 26)  
There were extensive floods in Buxton and it took many 
days for the water to recede.  Read the reports 
 
BE PREPARED FOR THE WORST : Kaieteur News -
 Commentary 
February 25, 2011 | By KNews | Filed Under Features / 
Columnists, Peeping Tom …Since the Great Flood of 
2005, which many still feel was due to overspill … when 
it appeared that Guyana may have had to brace itself 
for a repeat of the 2005 floods … 

 
Ogle Airport records highest water accumulation since 
2005 floods … 
Feb 24, 2011 … It is the view of many political observ-
ers that as the 2011national … Since the late 1970′s 
and until recently, the economy of Guyana has … 
 
Water receding but several communities still inundated 
– Officials … 
Feb 23, 2011 … While there are no immediate fears 
that more flooding could result …. It is the view of 
many political observers that as the 2011 national … I 
read the status update on Monday on  
 
Health Ministry, GWI issue safety tips in wake of heavy 
rainfall … 
February 23, 2011 | By KNews | Filed Under 
News … In light of floodingconcerns, the Ministry of 
Health issued an advisory urging the general …
Meanwhile, the Guyana Water Incorporated (GWI) in a 
statement yesterday advised that … 
 
Flooding wreaks havoc on livestock, residents in Num-
ber Two and … 
Feb 22, 2011 … NDC officials said that all 
over Guyana has been affected by the flooding and 
that it was an act of Mother Nature. … 
 
NDIA responds to KN on Hope Canal comments : 
Kaieteur News 
Feb 14, 2011 … Also, assessment in the Guyana 
Floods Geotechnical and Hydraulic Assessment … It is 
the view of many political observers that as the 2011… 

 
Coomacka – a community steeped in despair : Kaieteur 
News 
Feb 12, 2011 … And this area has had its fair share 
of flooding over the years. ….It is the view of many 
political observers that as the 2011 national …... 

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide      Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

Historic Sacred Heart Church to be rebuilt 

Sod turned for rebuilding of Historic  Sacred Heart Church 
in Guyana, which was burnt down two years ago. 

 A turning- of- sod ceremony on Friday marked the begin-
ning of a massive reconstruction of the Sacred Heart Ro-
man Catholic Church to the tune of $85M (US$420,000). 
Parishioners, well- wishers and religious leaders of the 
Catholic Church in Guyana gathered at the site where the 
former 143- year- old church once stood. 

 The Church of the Sacred Heart, popularly once referred 
to as the ‗Gem of Main Street‘, had its origins in 1861 
when a chapel designed by Fr. Schembri was opened on 
Christmas Day on the Main Street site. The church origi-
nally catered to the Portuguese and Masses were all said  

in that language. more 

(March 1, 2011– DemWaves)  

Guyana‘s health minister Dr. Leslie Ramsammy has 
dubbed the virtual international ban on the use of the pes-
ticide DDT as premature as he sounded an alarm on the 
growing incidence of dengue fever in Guyana and globally.  
―I believe that the elimination of DDT  has been too early.‖  

Dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane (DDT) was the first syn-
thetic pesticide of the modern age which ended up creat-
ing widespread concern as an environmental hazard. Ini-
tially DDT was successful particularly in the control of ma-
laria, as well as against agricultural pests. But by the 
1950s, resistance problems had developed, and during 
the 1960s, a number of serious environmental problems 
were identified leading to wide-ranging restrictions on its 
use. Of particular concern is its potential to mimic hor-
mones and thereby disrupt endocrine systems in wildlife 
and possibly humans. Control actions to ban or severely 
restrict DDT began in the early 1970s.    more  

Bring back DDT 
Health Minister calls for DDT to fight Dengue fever 

 An artist’s impression of the new Sacred Heart R.C.Church. 

http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/02/25/buxtonians-fear-water-borne-diseases-as-water-drains-slowly-from-the-land/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/02/25/buxtonians-fear-water-borne-diseases-as-water-drains-slowly-from-the-land/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/02/25/be-prepared-for-the-worst/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/02/24/ogle-airport-records-highest-water-accumulation-since-2005-floods/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/02/24/ogle-airport-records-highest-water-accumulation-since-2005-floods/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/02/23/water-receding-but-several-communities-still-inundated-officials/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/02/23/water-receding-but-several-communities-still-inundated-officials/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/02/23/health-ministry-gwi-issue-safety-tips-in-wake-of-heavy-rainfall/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/02/23/health-ministry-gwi-issue-safety-tips-in-wake-of-heavy-rainfall/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/02/22/flooding-wreaks-havoc-on-livestock-residents-in-number-two-and-palmyra-canje/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/02/22/flooding-wreaks-havoc-on-livestock-residents-in-number-two-and-palmyra-canje/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/02/14/ndia-responds-to-kn-on-hope-canal-comments/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/02/14/ndia-responds-to-kn-on-hope-canal-comments/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/02/12/coomacka-a-community-steeped-in-despair/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2011/02/12/coomacka-a-community-steeped-in-despair/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/02/sod-turned-for-rebuilding-of-historic-sacred-heart-church-in-guyana.pdf
http://www.demerarawaves.com/index.php?view=article&catid=17&id=790:bring-back-ddt-to-fight-mosquito-borne-diseases-min-ramsammy-&format=pdf&option=com_content&Itemid=57
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Radisson Apartment Suites    

Cara Hotels   

Herdmanston Lodge     

Sleepin International Hotel   

Hotel Tower – Emerald Tower 
Resort   

Blue Wave Apartment Hotel 

Ariantze Sidewalk Hotel Café and 
Jazz Club    

Le Grand Penthouse Hotel         

Iwokrara Forest - 

Iwokrama Canopy Walkway  

Kanuku Suites      

Roraima Airways, Hotels and 
Companies     

Wilderness Explorers      

Evergreen Adventures    

El Dorado Inn     

Banganara Island Resort 

Splashmins Resort              

Bradsville Apartments     

Rock View Lodge, Rupununi 

Princess Hotel 

Regency Suites Hotel      

Zoom Inn Hotel    

Grand Coastal Inn     

Pegasus Hotel        

Trans Guyana Airways            

Hurakabra River Resort          

Surama Eco-Lodge Rupununi 

Timberhead Eco-Resort 

GUYANA TOURISM 

Adel’s Rainforest Resort 

Website Links  

Hotels, Eco-resorts. Interior 

Lodges, & Tour Operators 

March 2011                                          

BBC starts filming Raleigh‘s search for Eldorado  
10-part documentary titled, the ‗Serious Explorers-Raleigh.‘  

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide      Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

By Denis Chabrol- Demerara Waves 

REDJet- the much 
touted new low-fare 
Caribbean airline- is about to begin test-
flights to Guyana and several other pro-
posed destinations across the region, 
Director General of the Guyana Civil 
Aviation Authority, Zulfikar Mohammed 
said on February 28, 2011.  

He explained that the ―proving flights‖ 
would be used to train crew members 
and other key staff, allowing them to be-
come familiar with the destinations.  

REDJet‘s DC-9 aircraft could begin flying 
to and from the Cheddi Jagan Interna-
tional Airport, Timehri some time this 
week. The DC-9, built by Mc Donnel 
Douglas is a twin-engine, single-aisle jet 
airliner that was designed for frequent, 
short flights. 

After three weeks of proving flights, the 
airline would then apply to Barbadian au-
thorities for an Air Operator‘s Certificate 
(AOC), said Mohammed. 

That certificate would then be submitted 
to the GCAA for Guyana to grant its AOC 
which could be granted at least three 
weeks after. 

The GCAA Director General said the ap-
plication would be processed by the Ja-
maican Flight Operation Inspectorate as 
Guyana does not have Flight Operation 
Inspectors and relies on members of the 
Caribbean Aviation Safety and Security 
Oversight System for certain expertise. 

Feb 6, 2011  - GUYANA as a destination of 
choice will again be propelled into the 
spotlight with the arrival of a team from 
the British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) to begin filming a ten-part docu-
mentary titled, the ‗Serious Explorers-
Raleigh.‘ 

So as to accord the visitors a warm Guy-
anese welcome, Minister of Tourism, 
Manniram Prashad along with a team 
from the Ministry of Tourism and the Guy-
ana Tourism Authority (GTA) journeyed 
Friday to Mabaruma in Region One 
(Barima Waini) where they caught up with 
and met the expedition members as they 
entered the Waini River to begin the first 
leg of their journey. 

The BBC team, consisting of 15 adults 
and eight children from the United King-
dom, is here to retrace the footsteps of 
Sir Walter Raleigh in his quest to find the 
City of El Dorado. 

Like Raleigh, the team sailed across the 
Caribbean from Trinidad and Tobago to 
the coast of Guyana. Arriving on the ves-
sel, ‗Scaramouche‘, the adventurers were 
warmly welcomed by the Tourism Minis-
ter and his … more 

Download article : BBC starts filming Raleigh 

BBC Expedition boats on their tour of Guyana to film 

―Serious expeditions– Raleigh‖ Here they are in the 

Waini river on the first leg of the expedition 

 St Lucia, Thursday February 17, 2011 –  

The St Lucia government, unlike regional 
carrier LIAT, is welcoming the news of 
Caribbean Airlines' (CAL) expanding com-
mitment to serve more of the intra-
regional travel market. 

Their Minister of Tourism and Civil Avia-
tion, Senator Allen Chastanet said that 
CAL‘s plans for its newly acquired planes 
to start a regional commuter service in 
Eastern Caribbean markets now served 
by LIAT,  would help their tourism. 

"We are committed to welcoming as many 
new airlines to the destination as possible 
because where we have increased seat 
capacity, we have seen competitive air 
fares, strong demand and growth," the Min-

ister added… more  

Source article: Caribbean 360 

REDJet begins test-flights to Guyana  

St. Lucia welcomes CAL Expansion 
into Eastern Caribbean 

http://www.guyanahotel.com/
http://www.carahotels.com/index.php
http://www.herdmanstonlodge.com/index.asp
http://www.sleepininternationalhotel.com/index.html
http://www.hoteltowerguyana.com/
http://www.hoteltowerguyana.com/
http://www.bluewave-gy.com/
http://www.ariantzesidewalk.com/
http://www.ariantzesidewalk.com/
http://www.legrandpenthouse.net/
http://www.iwokrama.org/wp/
http://www.iwokramacanopywalkway.com/
http://www.kanukusuites.com/
http://www.roraimaairways.com
http://www.roraimaairways.com
http://www.wilderness-explorers.com/
http://evergreenadventuresgy.com/
http://www.eldorado-inn.com/
http://www.baganara.com/
http://www.splashmins.com/
http://www.brandsville.net/
http://www.rockviewlodge.com/index.html
http://www.princesshotelguyana.com/index.html
http://regencyhotelguyana.com/index.html
http://zoominnhotel.com/index.html
http://www.grandcoastal.com/
http://www.pegasushotelguyana.com/
http://www.transguyana.net/
http://www.hurakabragy.com/
http://www.suramaecolodge.com/
http://www.timberheadguyana.com/
http://www.adelresort.com/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://www.demerarawaves.com/index.php?view=article&catid=1&id=793:redjet-low-fare-airline-to-begin-test-flights-to-guyana&format=pdf&option=com_content&Itemid=45
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/02/bbc-starts-filming-raleigh.pdf
http://www.caribbean360.com/index.php/business/239734.html?print
http://www.caribbean360.com/index.php/business/239734.html?print
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Kingston. Jamaica, Friday February 
11, 2011 - The United Kingdom will 
help create more than 10,000 jobs and 
protect dozens of communities from 
crime as it pumps £75 million (US$120 
million) in development aid to the Car-
ibbean over the next four years, Brit-
ain‘s Development Secretary Andrew 
Mitchell said during a visit to the re-
gion. 

The announcement of the UK Depart-
ment for International Development‘s 
 (DFID) regional programme comes as 
some question whether Britain‘s inter-
est in the Caribbean is fading, on the 
heels of the closure of the BBC Carib-
bean radio service and the pullout of 
Royal Navy warships which have 
helped the region crack down on drug 
trafficking.  more 

UK promises more jobs, safe 

communities in Caribbean 

Protesting public servants 

camp outside T&T Parliament 

Trinidad, Wednesday March 2, 2011 
– Public servants pressing the gov-
ernment for a double-digit pay offer 
have set up camp outside Red House, 
the seat of the country‘s Parliament, 
and have vowed to stay on and step 
up protests until they get what they 
want. The demonstrations came as 
government made what it said was its 
final offer yesterday, (March 1, 2011) 

The sit-in followed a march that 
started at the Ministry of Finance and 
a later demonstration outside the 
Central Bank of Trinidad and Tobago, 
led by Public Services Association 
(PSA) president Watson Duke. The 
trade unionist and other members of 
the PSA, all dressed in black, sat at 
the entrance to the Bank with arms 
interlocked.  more 

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide      Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

Caribbean and 
Regional News 

Guyanese Online has set up a service to 
help Guyanese and others, who  would 
like to visit ―Beautiful Barbados‖. 

Barbados is said to be an expensive des-
tination. However, we can aid you in find-
ing the most reasonably priced accommo-
dation, and car rentals. 

Write us and he will help you to arrange 
the best holiday and entertainment pack-
age available in Barbados.         

E-mail : guyaneseonline@gmail.com 

Visit-Barbados 

Barbados to become 100% 
Wi-Fi accessible 

Barbados, Thursday March 3, 
2011 - Accomplishing island wide 
Wi-Fi access in Barbados by No-
vember 11, is the Barbados Entre-
preneurship Foundation‘s (BEF) first 
major milestone in its quest to make 
 ―Barbados the #1 entrepreneurial 
hub in the world by 2020‖. 

Speaking to a large gathering of en-
trepreneurs at the Plantation Garden 
Theatre last week during the 3rd 
monthly entrepreneurs‘ forum 
Damian McKinney, CEO of the 
Foundation, revealed that the BEF 
was in discussions with major tele-
communications providers LIME, 
Digicel and TeleBarbados and was 
working with these companies to 
create a technical proposal for Wi-Fi 
Barbados.  more 

 

Two more years for St. Vincent and the Grenadines‘ new airport  

Natural Energy 
Centre– Barbados 

We provide a range of treatments to 
harmonise your mind, body and spirit: 

 Acupuncture 

 Reiki 

 Chakra Balancing 

 Quantum Touch 

 Aura Cleansing 

 Massage 

#4A Pavilion Court, Hastings, Christ 
Church. Barbados. BB15156. 

Phone (246) 429-1901 

E-Mail: naturalenergycentre@gmail.com 

 

Report from Chief Executive Officer of the 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines Tourism 

Authority, Glen Beache: 

  The progress of the Argyle Interna-
tional Airport, which is expected to 
attract direct flights from key North 
American and European gateways, 
―has sparked the interest of major car-
riers from the U.S., Canada and 
Europe along with leading hotel and 
resort companies who are taking a 
closer look at investment opportuni-
ties in St. Vincent and the Grena-
dines.‖  

The new Argyle International Airport 

will replace the existing E.T. Joshua 
Airport.  

It is the largest development project 
ever undertaken in St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines.  

The airport will sit on roughly 175 
acres of land, with a paved runway 
9,000 feet long and 150 feet wide. It 
is designed to accommodate jets as 
large as Boeing 747-400s.  

The new terminal building will have 
three floors with 129,870 square 
feet of floor space – designed to 
handle about 1.4 million passengers 
per year, more than five times the 
number of passengers who pass 
through the existing airport.  

―The Argyle International Airport 
Terminal has been carefully sized to 
accommodate our expected growth 
in passenger traffic over both the 
medium and long terms. Tourism is 
and is likely to remain our main for-
eign exchange earner and this in-
vestment in major infrastructure 
development will allow us to attract 
direct flights from major U.S., Cana-
dian and European cities,‖ Beache 
said.  source 

 An artist’s impression of the new St. Vincent 
Airport -  Argyle International 

http://www.caribbean360.com/index.php/news/jamaica_news/222429.html?print
http://www.caribbean360.com/index.php/news/trinidad_tobago_news/267652.html
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
mailto:mailto:guyaneseonline@gmail.com
http://www.caribbean360.com/index.php/pr360/267865.html
mailto:mailto:naturalenergycentre@gmail.com
http://www.caribbean360.com/index.php/news/dominican_republic_news/238985.html?print
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Guyanese Association of Barbados Annual 

Mashrami Event—March 13, 2011 

Tutorial High School Reunion  - 2011 

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide      Blog: guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

 

St. Stanislaus-Toronto Dinner& Dance 

 

11TH INTERNATIONAL TRIENNIAL REUNION 

DATE: July 31 to August 7, 2011 

HOSTED BY: TUTORIAL HIGH ALUMNI ASSOCIA-

TION (TORONTO CHAPTER) 

PLACE: TORONTO, ONTARIO CANADA 

THEME: ―SURGING AHEAD WITH COMMITMENT‖ 

In this vein, we shall begin the festivities with a Church Ser-
vice in the afternoon of Sunday, July 31, 2011and close 7 
days later with a Family Fun Day. 

Commencing as this does in the wake of Toronto‘s annual 
Caribana festivites, will enable ‗early arrivers‘ in Toronto to 
catch a bit of the carnival fever. Time for a second gener-
ous serving of our unique brand of Canadian hospitality. 

We already have in place a prestigious venue for our High-
light Dinner and Dance. Other committees are hard at work 
in a sustained effort to align other planned events with suit-
able venues. 

Note: Please continue to check this web site for up-to-date 
schedule information. A complete listing of activities, with 
times and locations, is also available in our online Events 
Calendar. 

WEB SITE : http://www.thaatoronto.org/ 

Membership in the THAA (Toronto Chapter) includes all 

former students, staff, faculty and  friends. 

Alumni of Tutorial High School now resident in Canada are 

encouraged to become members of THAA. A link is pro-

vided below to the Registration Form which can be printed, 

downloaded or completed online.  

Download Registration form from the website. 

Information on Tutorial High School—Toronto Chapter and 
their plans for their 11th International Triennial Reunion 
(click to download) 

 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://www.thaatoronto.org/
http://www.thaatoronto.org/registration
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/tutorial-high-school-alumni-toronto.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/tutorial-high-school-alumni-toronto.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/tutorial-high-school-alumni-toronto.pdf
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Tipperary Hall  Rising 
 

Construction of the new Tipperary Hall in Buxton 
is progressing rapidly 

ASSOCIATIONS March  2011                                  
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Picture of Tipperary Building construction taken March 5. 2011 

The Yakkers’ Corner 

PATRICIA A. CUMMINGS  

Guyanese-American Attorney-at-Law 

PATRICIA A. CUMMINGS was born and 

grew up in Georgetown, British Guiana 

(now Guyana). 

Before becoming an attorney, Patricia was 
the Administrative Director of the Nuclear 
Medicine/Ultrasound Department at Park-
lane Medical Center in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. She was board certified in Nuclear 
Medicine, Radiology and Diagnostic Medi-

cal Sonography Technology. Patricia graduated from Ot-
tawa University in 1983 (B.A.) and Syracuse University 
Law School in 1987 (J.D.) at where she was the recipient 
of the Best Advocate Award, Edmund H. Lewis Appellate 
Advocacy competition, She was admitted to the New York 
State Bar in 1988.     Read the rest of this entry 

 

 
Muriel Glasgow‘s interviews: ..  We yak about 
development and humanitarian issues and we 
promote the United Nations Millennium Develop-
ment Goals (MDGs).  Read and listen to inter-
views with other interesting personalities on 

her PODCAST at   

 http://unitednationsyak.com/   

Phillipa Morrish 
Honoured as one of  Brooklyn‘s extraordinary women 

Buxton-Friendship Express  
February 2011 

 
Download PDF file of 12 page newsletter < click 

Phillipa Morrrish (nee Duncan), was se-
lected as one of Brooklyn‘s extraordinary 
women. This is an extraordinary achieve-
ment for a Guyanese originally from Laing 
Avenue, La Penitence.  

Phillipa Morrish began her impressive 
teaching career in her post-high school 
years when she spent time in the jungles 

of Guyana with the Macushi tribe.  Through the Ministry of 
Education, she taught general education subjects to the 
children during the day, but independently created a 
women‘s group to teach their mothers social and religious 
subjects one evening per week.  

 She encouraged them to find their voices, insist on com-
munity respect, write letters to address issues and also 
discuss religious views.  Phillipa immigrated to the United 
States in 1982 and quickly realized that her academic edu-
cation, though excellent, did not automatically translate 
into the social skills needed for success.  She attended the 
Ophelia DeVore School of Charm, New York City, and 
later, Minding Manners, a protocol school in London.   

She has recently been conducting sessions in Guyana. 
Read more about her in this document >  here 

Food for the Poor builds $ 7.1 million dorm 

(FEBRUARY 26, 2011 | BY KNEWS)   

―Why should a man seek a house in God‘s mansion if he 
can‘t offer someone a place in his house?‖ asked Assis-
tant Chief Probation Officer Gavin Munroe. Munroe was 
delivering the feature presentation at the Bright Horizon 
Children‘s Home dorm project inauguration ceremony on 
February 25, 2011. 

He was speaking in the absence of the Minister of Human 
Resource and Social Security, Priya Manickchand, at the 
Bright Horizon Children Home Newtown settlement Kuru 
Kururu 

Food for the Poor Guyana Inc on February 25, hosted the 
inauguration ceremony for the new $7.1 million dorm. 
The bright Horizon Dormitory Project commenced on April 
16, 2010 and was completed in November. The project 
was funded by Food for the Poor. 

The dormitory project was executed ―with a difference‖. It 
was done home style. The building was decorated and 
furnished like a home. There are six rooms. 
 
Read full Report : Food for Poor builds dorm 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
http://unitednationsyak.com/?p=779#more-779
http://unitednationsyak.com/
http://yaktivate.s3.amazonaws.com/unitednationsyak/audio/patrica cummings100329F.mp3
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/buxton-friendshipexpress2011-02.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/buxton-friendshipexpress2011-02.pdf
http://www.brooklynda.org/exwm/exwm2011/EXWM-2011.htm#05
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/author/ananthsa/
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2011/03/food-for-the-poor-builds-dorm.pdf
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THE ARTS JOURNAL  
 

Volume 5 Numbers 1&2- March 2010 <click here for link to contents 

 

The Editor of The Arts Forum’s Page, Ameena Gafoor, can be reached by  

E-mail:  theartsjournal@live.co.uk   or by phone:  592 227 6825.  
  

THE ARTS JOURNAL is available at all leading bookstores in Georgetown or 

from Bernadette Persaud,   E-mail: bernadettepersaud5@hotmail.com or by 

phone:  592 220 3337.     Website:www.theartsjournal.org.gy  

 HANSIB PUBLICATIONS LTD 

Celebrating 40 years in publishing, 1970 - 2010  
 

Hansib Book Catalogue –2010  
 

Download : Catalogue of  Books, bookstores & order online. 

 

PO Box 226, Hertford, Hertfordshire  SG14 3WY. U.K. 

Ph:+44 (0) 208 523 0888.   Fax: 0208 523 1155 

E-Mail: info@hansib-books.com    Website: www.hansib-books.com                       

―WRITE ON‖ 
Book By: Dr. Walter Hewick 
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WRITE ON, is published by Xlibris and 
can be had from Amazon and other repu-
table on line book dealers. The purpose 
of the text is to help student and others 
practice and write different types of 
paragraphs effectively in good axio-
matic English. In detail it discusses some 
of the different types of paragraphs such 
as Illustration, Narration, Description, 
Process and Analysis, Classification Defi-
nition, Comparison, Contrast, and Comparison and Con-
trast, Cause and Effect, and Argumentation.  

Further, it gives models of each type of the paragraphs, 
appropriate and relevant assignments. Additionally, it 
gives ideas how to generate ideas before you embark on 
writing and highlights some of the most common mistakes 
that mar good writing and much more.  

In writing this book, I capitalized on the mistakes students 
made in class and come up with this volume. It should be 
on everyone's desk who is serious about his or her writing. 
Remember whatever you write is permanent. It "exposes" 
your character. The receiver gets a glimpse of the sender. 
So beware. 

Biography of Guyana-born Dr. Walter Hewick: 
 

Dr. Walter Hewick, formerly an English Professor at The 
American University (Washington, DC), Howard University 
(Washington, DC), Essex Community College (Baltimore, 
MD), and Prince George's Community College (Largo, 
MD); he holds a Ph.D. (Psychology), Ph.D. (Educational 
Administration & Educational Psychology), Litt.D. (Letters, 
Hon), M.A. and BA. (English), M.Ed. (Educational Supervi-
sion), A.Ph.S. (Philosophy, London), LCPC (MD.), LPC 
(DC.), Fellow of the American Association of Integrative 
Medicine, and a Medical Psychotherapy and a Psycho- 
Diagnostician. Dr. Hewick authored two books: AGAINST 
THE ODDS & A POST-SLAVERY NIGHTMARE and sev-
eral articles. Presently, he is writing a book: ESSAY MOD-
ELS and a family history book. 

Dr. Walter Hewick can be contacted at: E:mail address:  
whewick@comcast.net 

Dr. Walter Hewick 

Posted By Stabroek staff On April 25, 2010  

Although renowned artist, Phillip Moore 
of Manchester, Corentyne is now 88 
years old, he still produces works of art 
and has not lost his talent. 

―When you are an artist,‖ he says, 

―you can‘t stop thinking.‖ 

Moore who began life as an ordinary 
farm-boy before becoming a well-known 
artist had sold 150 of his works to the 
government, and the collection is being 
displayed at the National Gallery of Art in Castellani 
House. And as he proudly put it, ―Guyana is enriched with 
some of my work.‖ 

―A lot of people heard about me,‖ he said; ―I sold my col-
lection to them and they take them all over the world.‖ 

He told this newspaper that even though he was good at 
art at a young age he did not know he would ―become a 
talented and universal artist and become so famous.‖ In 
fact his career started ―through dreams and visions‖ at age 
19. 

―At an early age I got to understand that the mind is very 
powerful and creative, and if you know how to deal with 

yourself you can get great things 
coming from your mind,‖ he said. 

After he finished school, he related, 
he started working with his father on 
his farm. He wanted to become a 
policeman but that did not work out. 
He then wrote an examination to 
become a pupil-teacher but was not 
successful at that either.  

His humble parents, knowing that 
he had potential, wanted him to be-
come a lawyer. 

He then started working ―at a canefield‖ to supplement 
their income and to save the money for his studies. But 
that too was not to be.With a chuckle he remarked that 
―some divine intervention wanted me to become an artist.‖  
more 

ARTS and CULTURE 

Phillip Moore:  

‗Artists can‘t stop thinking‘  

Masking of Martin 

Phillip Moore 

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2010/03/03/the-arts-journal-volume-5-numbers-12-march-2009/
mailto:mailto:theartsjournal@live.co.uk
mailto:mailto:bernadettepersaud5@hotmail.com
http://www.theartsjournal.org.gy
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/04/hansib-catalogue-2010.pdf
mailto:info@hansib-books.com
http://www.hansib-books.com
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
mailto:whewick@comcast.net
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/features/04/25/phillip-moore-%E2%80%98artists-can%E2%80%99t-stop-thinking%E2%80%99/print/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/features/04/25/phillip-moore-%e2%80%98artists-can%e2%80%99t-stop-thinking%e2%80%99/attachment/20100425phillip/


13  March  2011                                          

 

EARLY ARRIVALS OF AFRICANS TO GUYANA 
 

Most early arrivals from Africa to Guyana were transported 
forcibly as slaves. Researchers have found good reason 
to believe that the first arrivals took place around 1651, 
and probably even earlier, with Abraham van Pere, to Ber-
bice. However, the first reliable mention of slaves here 
(Essequibo), gives the time of arrival as March 1657. 

 Some Africans went to Guyana as immigrants or inden-
tured labourers after the abolition of slavery, and some, 
Kroomen particularly, returned to African after their period 
of service. 

The Africans came from Angola, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, the 
Gold Coast (now Ghana), and the Congo. Among them 
were Yorubas, Congos, Coromantis (including Ashantis), 
Kroomen and Ibos 

 
SEA WALL (SEAWALL) 
 
The seawall is the name given to the wall of concrete built 
along the foreshore with the sea in Guyana, mostly in 
Demerara. It is part of the battle against the Atlantic 
Ocean waves. Earth walls are called sea-dams. The most 
famous stretch of  seawall is the Georgetown Seawall. 

Seawalls were found necessary because of constant ero-
sion of land by the sea. Historians note that two estates, 
―Kierfield‖ and ―Sandy Point,‖ known to be existing in 1792 
north of the present Georgetown Sea Wall, were com-
pletely washed away by 1804. 

The foreshore is subject to cycles of erosion and accre-
tion. (Tables of erosion and accretion, started by G.O. 
Case have been maintained by the government).  It ap-
pears that accretion in the early 1840s was followed by 
erosion in the late 1840s. By 1855, the great Kingston 
Flood took place when the sea dam was breached. It was 
after this catastrophe that the sea wall between Fort Wil-
liam Frederick and the Round House was started in 1858. 
Built principally by convict labor with granite from the Pe-
nal Settlement at Mazaruni (now Mazaruni Prison), it was 
completed in 1892. 

Serious flooding resulting from breaches in the sea wall 
took place at Enmore in 1955, at Buxton in 1959, and at 
Bladen Hall in 1961. 

The Georgetown seawall is a favorite place for afternoon 
walks, for listening to music (at the bandstand), for races 
on the beach, for spontaneous cricket matches, for lovers‘ 
trysts and other activities. 

In 1903 the Georgetown Seawall Bandstand was built with 
funds subscribed by the public as a memorial to Queen 
Victoria. The shelter north of the bandstand, called the 
Koh-i-noor Shelter, was erected in 1903. 

HISTORICAL 
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DEMERARA LIGHTHOUSE 
 
The Lighthouse (103 feet in height) stands in its red and 
white stripes on Water Street, Georgetown at the mouth of 
the Demerara River. The foundation stone of the light-
house was laid in 1830. It replaced a wooden lighthouse 
constructed by the Dutch in 1817.  
 
Sea-going ships obtain clearance from the lighthouse ser-
vice to enter the Port of Georgetown. Arrangements are 
then made for customs, quarantine and immigration offi-
cers to visit the boat. 

 

ATKINSON AIRPORT 

Atkinson Airport, Guyana's first airport, was named after 
Major Atkinson, the commander of the air-base facilities 
which the American government developed at this location 
during World War II. Atkinson Airport occupied 68 acres of 
Atkinson Field, formerly Hyde Park, on the Demerara 
River. During 1950 it was restructured for civil aviation 
purposes.  

Another more up-to-date terminal building was built and 
opened on March 15, 1952. When the new building was 
ravaged by fire on August 5, 1959 the old terminal building 
was renovated and used again until the destroyed building 
was replaced. After independence, Atkinson Airport be-
came the Timerhi International Airport. (now the Cheddi 
Jagan International Airport). 

Atkinson Field was leased to the United States of America 
by the United Kingdom in 1941. The lease was terminated 
on May 26, 1966 (Guyana's Independence Day). Because 
the lease was terminated 74 years before its due end, a 
new agreement was arrived at giving certain specified 
rights to the Americans in relation to the air base for the 

next 17 years. 

 
HIGH COURT IN GEORGETOWN 
 

Guyana‘s High Court was formerly known as the Victoria 
Law Courts. Designed by the great Dutch engineer, Baron 
Hora Siccama, the High Court is  located on the Avenue of 
the Republic between South Road and Charlotte Street. 
The building was opened on Queen Victoria‘s birthday, 
May 24, 1887.  

At the front of the building stands a marble statue of the 
queen, erected in 1894 to commemorate her jubilee. After 
Independence in 1966, the name ―Victoria Law Courts‖ 
was changed to ―Law Courts, Georgetown‖ and the statue 
of Queen Victoria relocated at the eastern end of the Bo-
tanic Gardens. It was later reinstalled in front of the court 
building. 

Guyana: Historical Jottings 
Short articles on Guyana and other subjects - broadcast on local radio in the 1950‘s  

http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/
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This article on African Studies:  Reconstructs the in-
voluntary dispersion of African populations, with their 
millenary cultural capitals, between the 15th and 19th 
centuries; and analyses the Africanization of the 
places of arrival through their ethnic contributions, 

including Mexico.  

Dr. Marco Polo Hernandez Cuevas  - Source link Here < click 

The disciplined Mexican rebel Armies of the South, formed 
and led by the Afro-Mexican Catholic priest José María Mo-
relos y Pavón and his cadre, were mainly composed of peo-
ple identified as ―Negros‖ (Blacks) or ―Castas‖ (African off-
spring) by the Spanish colonial pigmentocracy. At their 
peek, the Black Armies of the South were 1,000 trained in-
fantry and a little over 4,000 cavalry. The majority of sol-
diers were Blacks and Mulattoes from the South….(Vargas 
56). Morelos and the main columns of the Armies of the 
South withstood a seventy-two-day siege in Cuautla (from 
February 19 to May 12, 1812) by the Viceregal Central 
Army of New Spain: eight thousand men under the com-
mand of Spanish General Felix María Calleja del Rey. Para-
doxically, Morelos‘ fame as ―the supreme general of the 
insurgency‖ grew because of the heroic resistance in 
Cuautla (Vargas 75). Well documented and recognized is, 
―the heroic defense of Cuautla lifted the spirits of the inde-
pendence supporters […] and filled the spirits of all Mexi-
cans, even in Mexico City‖ (Vargas 75). The fundamental 
role of the Black Armies of the South in achieving manumis-
sion, independence and the forming of the new Nation is 
recognized, however their color has been erased from the 
national memory. 

 
The Black Armies of the South were crucial in dismantling 
the three-hundred-year Spanish enslaving and racist struc-
ture. The Black or African-Mexican fundamental contribu-
tions to the building and establishing of the Nation must be 
taught and understood to help eradicate the colonial racism 
that still lingers surreptitiously and openly in various regions, 
institutions, and social sectors of Mexico, and beyond. The 
Black accomplishments need to be re-injected into the 
Mexican national memory in full color in order to assist to 
end the massive Black endo-phobia that affects, and disen-
franchises, a considerable number of Mexicans. Public and 
private school textbooks should speak louder of the African 
and Afrodescendant Ancestors of Mexico and their deeds. 
Mexican children ought to learn that a major portion of the 
mothers and fathers of the Mexican nation, our Ancestors, 
were considered ―Black‖ and therefore inferior by the Euro-
peans. And, that this form of violence was confronted and 
defeated by the Ancestors who rallied under a black flag 
and ribbons of sky blue and white signaling their devotion to 

Guadalupe/Yemayá, the Black Madonna of Mexico.  more 

read the complete article  < click 
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2011- United Nations– International Year for the People of African Descent 

The Black Armies of the South: 

A Historical Reconstruction of The Mexican War of Manu-
mission and Independence (1810-1821) 

From the sixteenth century, African rice crossed the Middle 
Passage of slavery to the Americas, not merely as food in 
ship cargoes but also as an indigenous knowledge system 
known to [West Africans].-Judith Carney (Black Rice 43 

Four reliable sources document the presence of rice in New 
Spain (the colonial name for Mexico) soon after the arrival 
of the Spanish colonizers in the sixteenth century. The first, 
while solely concerned with the first three grains of wheat to 
be planted in the Continent, indirectly mentions a ―sack of 
rice‖ and ―a small amount of rice‖ (Alegría 84) from the port 
of Veracruz brought to Hernán Cortés in Coyoacán, Mexico 
City c. 1522. The second informs, ―Mexico […] received its 
first lot of rice seed around 1522 in a cargo mixed with 
wheat‖ (Chang 139). The third states that Champotón, a 
Spanish sugar mill in Campeche, in the Yucatan Peninsula, 
exported rice among other goods in 1559 ―twenty years af-
ter its establishment‖ (Redondo 358). The fourth, in medie-
val Spanish, asserts that in 1579 in Santa María de la Victo-
ria, Tabasco, ―se a senbrado el arroz e millo e se da muy 
bien […]‖ (rice and millet have been planted and have 
adapted well). (Colección 368). 

Incompatible with the evidence above stated and gathered 
here are the two main widely accepted versions regarding 
the post-Colombian arrival of rice to Mexico. The first ac-
count states, ―the cultivation of rice [was] introduced by the 
Arabs into Europe and by the Spaniards into America‖ 
(Humboldt 458). The other story reports that rice came into 
Mexico from the Philippines via the Manila-Acapulco Gal-
leon.  

The present work reveals that, among others, rice, rice culti-
vation, and a major part of rice gastronomy, arrived in Mex-
ico in the sixteenth century from the Senegal-Gambia region 
of West Africa as cultural capital of the West African Ances-
tors who were brought to Mexico at the time. The recon-
struction of a plausible history of the successful transplanta-
tion of rice to Mexico in the first half of the sixteenth century 
provides agency to Senegalese-Gambian women and men 
in the building of Mexican national crops, gastronomy and 
identity. The historical reconstruction provides a clearer 
view of the agricultural advancement of West Africa at the 
time of contact with the Portuguese in the fifteenth century. 
This major feat of the West African Diaspora to Mexico has 
been obscured given the Eurocentric aesthetics that have 
dominated the discourse on nation. The present work de-
mythifies, in part, the European paternalistic readings of 
history that permeate Mexican official history, and beyond. It 
contributes to the diversification of the understanding of the 
African cultural capitals, among others, involved in the con-
struction of Mexico and its so-called popular cultures from 
the sixteenth century onward. In addition, the historical re-
construction of this work allows the reconnection of the his-
tory of the Americas beyond European contrived borders.  

More—read complete article < click 
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West Africa and the Origin of Mexican 

Rice Cultivation 

By:  Dr.  Marco Polo Hernandez Cuevas  < bio 
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