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hence they had to accumulate small coinage in order to pay for their 
purchases 

In a massive movement of people, thousands of them eventually left 
the plantations to try and carve out their own future paths in the teeth 
of difficult odds. Others of them grasped the importance of education 
at an early stage, and attempted to enter the world of the written 
word and confront the system at that level. One man, for example, 
opened a small lending library in Plaisance. 

Most important for giving the ‗Creoles,‘ as they came to be known, a 
voice in the wider society were the black newspapers, the most ef-
fective of which was the Creole. This paper was not afraid to chal-
lenge the planter views given printed expression in the press, more 
particularly in the Colonist. For the duration of its existence, the Cre-
ole forced the planters in the Colonist letter columns at least, to ac-
knowledge the existence of the perceptions of the majority, even 
though they were excluded from participation in many areas of the 
society, especially the political sphere. Sometimes the debate be-
tween the two organs could be quite acrimonious in tenor. 

The drive for education among some of the African forebears which 
produced a cadre of schoolmasters in the first instance, lawyers and 
later still, doctors, etc, laid the groundwork for the emergence of the 
well-educated African middle class of the twentieth century. In the 
end, even the humblest homes wanted their children to do well in 
school, and education was seen as the avenue to advancement. As 
is well known, Africans came to staff the civil service at lower levels; 
while their educational status made them good bureaucrats, the col-
our bar prevented them from rising through the ranks until very late 
in the colonial era. 

As said above, the men and women who wasted no time exploring 
the possibilities that had opened up to them, were the same ones 
who years before had laboured under the yoke of enslavement. It 
was not just the ancestors from the post-emancipation period, there-
fore, who contributed to the evolution of the new society; it was also 
those who had preceded them in the slavery period. In circum-
stances where even their very humanity was denied, they managed 
to create little spaces in the interstices of the system to organize 
their own social relations, generate small sums through the sale of 
their own chickens or produce, engage in religious practices, evolve 
traditions and have their own entertainment.  

In other words, they defied all attempts by the plantocracy to deny 
their intrinsic humanity, and through their resourcefulness and tenac-
ity created something meaningful to pass on to their successors. As 
far as it was in their power to do so, therefore, they developed a 
cultural inheritance for the next generation. It was no small achieve-
ment. And they had always had their dreams, and on occasion took 
enormous risks in order to try and translate these into reality. Today 
especially, we should remember  the sacrifices of those who were 
born, worked and died in bondage, and for their dreams and creativ-
ity under the most oppressive of conditions.                                

Stabroek News  On August 1, 2010  -  Editorial |   

Emancipation is the great watershed in Guyanese history, when 
those who were in bondage were afforded some official space within 
the society to pursue goals of their own choosing for the first time in 
two hundred years. It did not open up an unlimited gamut of possibili-
ties for the newly emancipated of course; the caste divisions of race, 
the unalloyed resentment of the planter class, and any number of 
practical impediments made that impossible. Nevertheless, August 1, 
1838, produced changes so profound in the structure of the society, 
that Guyana (then British Guiana) from that day onwards appeared 
like an entirely different country from the Guyana of July 31, 1838. 

It should not be forgotten either, that it was not Africans alone who 
were the victims of slavery in this country; certain Amerindian groups 
too were subject to enslavement, although freedom for them came 
some forty years before 1838 when the Dutch were in control. August 
1, therefore, can perhaps be regarded at least as a symbolic date for 
them as well. It should perhaps be explained that most of the deal-
ings of the Dutch with the Amerindian tribes involved four nations: the 
Arawaks, Caribs, Warraus and Akawaios, all of which were granted 
immunity from enslavement at some point in the seventeenth cen-
tury.  Other groups, however, were referred to as ‗slave nations‘ and 
their members could be seized. 

Essequibo had its own slave trade, where members of certain tribes 
were bought or captured and then sold. Most of them were taken to 
Suriname, although some were sold to the authorities and planters 
here, particularly in Essequibo and later, in Demerara. (Berbice had 
very few Amerindian slaves.) While they did not perform the same 
work as their African counterparts, they were still regarded as 
‗chattels,‘ endured the same plantation conditions, were subject to 
the same draconian laws and suffered the same horrendous punish-
ments. They too ran away, and sometimes took part in risings. A 
thought should be spared for their historical experience as well today. 

Those who crowded the churches on August 1, 1838, were the same 
men and women who had been ‗apprentices‘ – a glorified form of 
enslavement since they remained bound to the plantations – the day 
before. Yet they showed their resourcefulness and capacity for for-
ward planning without further ado, some of them pooling their savings 
to purchase estates for their villages. The story about them transport-
ing the money for  these to Georgetown in wheelbarrows as abso-
lutely true; the enslaved had not been allowed to own specie,  

At left is the 1763 Memorial featuring 

the slave leader “Cuffy” to commemorate 

the Berbice Slave Rebellion. This rebellion 

was just one of the many slave uprisings in 

Essequibo, Demerara and Berbice that 

were brutally put down from the 1600’s.  

Equally cruel was the murderous suppres-

sion of the Demerara Slave Rebellion 

of 1823, just a few years before slavery 

was abolished in 1833.  (link here for details). 

 Slaves had to work for another five years 

(1833-1838) under the “Apprenticeship“ 

system, before being officially set free on 

August 1, 1838. 

Article: The material culture of African-Guyanese  
Click above title to download 

African-Guyanese, despite two centuries of enslavement, were able 
to create a distinctive creole culture.  

  
By David A. Granger  
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Welcome to the Guyanese Online Newsletter 

Web Blog Address:  www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

This Guyanese Online Newsletter and the Guyanese Online Weblog is de-

signed, edited,  produced and published by Cyril Bryan.   

Individuals,  Organizations, Associations and groups should send  their an-
nouncements, features , photographs and  event advertisements for publication to  

Cyril Bryan at  guyaneseonline@gmail.com   

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

By: Cyril Bryan. Editor and Publisher 

This is the sixth edition of the Guyanese Online Newsletter.  The 

newsletters and Blog have been well received and reach  thou-

sands of Guyanese and their friends worldwide. I must thank all 
those who have commented  and sent personal e-mails. Thanks 

also to the associations and groups as well as the advertisers 

CaribbeanTwenty/20 Champions 

 

Editorial: Emancipation Today… 

Emancipation could be defined as physical freedom without out-
side forces preventing one‘s achieving their ―Life‘s Purpose‖. 

In Guyana, history has documented the struggles of African and 
other slaves to achieve physical freedom.  With Emancipation, 
there was a communal burst of energy that created the organiza-
tion and co-operative effort to create the villages from Essequibo 
to Courantyne. The thirst for education and betterment from 1830 
onwards emancipated the following generations to become what-
ever they wanted to be.  Today, the offspring of some of those 
freed men and women live in Guyana. Others are living in the 
Diaspora as they seek further  emancipation from the constraints 
of visionless leadership at all levels, and imposed economic and 
political constraints. 

It is truly amazing what new-found freedom can do for the human 
spirit. People with seemingly limited potential become extremely 
successful when they emigrate, surprising their families and 
friends…. that is usually when they find their ―Life‘s Purpose‖ and 
focus on achieving goals once thought impossible. We can all 
identify people we know who fall into this category. 

Colonialism and the yoke of policies aimed at keeping labour 
cheap, especially in the sugar estates, was ongoing after the end 
of slavery and the establishment of an Indentureship system in 
Guyana to continue the exploitation of people. The rise of the 
labour unions and the growth of education, mainly supplied by 
Afro-Guyanese teachers, saw the awakening of the Indo-
Guyanese population and a burst of energy in the 1950‘s with the 
establishment of their villages, some 100 years after the estab-
lishment of the Afro-Guyanese villages. 

Now in 2010, people want to be emancipated from environments 
that they feel do not offer the capability of full self-actualization 
and the achievement of their life‘s purpose …  they emigrate le-
gally or illegally. This is a worldwide phenomenon, especially in 
our age of instantaneous information and communications. Brain 
power and skills are in high demand, especially in the fastest , 
best paying and freest countries. Hope, along  with hard work and 
commitment, usually ensures success and feeds the outflows. 

However, as we worry about the ―modern trends‖ and mindless 
violence and inhumanity, we should always remember that his-
tory can repeat itself. There is ―human trafficking‖. The cruel slav-
ery that we read in history is not over, as it is still a reality today 
for some 27 million people worldwide - in Africa, India, Brazil and 
even in the USA.  Always remember that slavery is an economic 
issue. Check this very interesting video for the details on modern 

slavery: Kevin Bales: How to combat modern slavery 

The Newsletter and Blog for Guyanese Individuals, Associations and Groups Worldwide   

Guyana wins Caribbean Twenty/20 Championships  

PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad, CMC –  August 2, 2010 

Jonathan Foo played the innings of a lifetime to trump memo-
rable bowling from Ashley Nurse, as Guyana were crowned 
inaugural champions of the Caribbean Twenty20 Champion-
ship, following a one-wicket victory over Barbados in the Grand 
Final  on Saturday, July 31st. 

Foo struck four fours and three sixes in an unbeaten 42 from 17 
balls that earned him the Man-of-the-Match award, as Guyana, 
in pursuit of 135 from their allocation of 20 overs, overcame 
Nurse‘s five wickets for 35 runs in his allotted four overs to hit 
the jackpot with one ball remaining. 

The result meant that Guyana have won a regional Twenty20 
championship for the second time, following their capture of the 
2006 Stanford T20 Cup, and most importantly, they will repre-
sent West Indies at the US$14M Champions League T20 in 
September in South Africa.   Read full Match report here < click 

Also this article on Foo here:> Foo does it again as Guyana lift 
Caribbean T20 trophy  < click 

ESPN Video: Guyana Winners of Caribbean 20/20 tournament.  

Also view videos and stories at: http://www.windiescricket.com/ 

Jonathan Foo accepts the Man-of-the-Match award from Clive 
Lloyd , the  most successful former captain of the ―Windies‖. 

http://www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
mailto:mailto:guyaneseonline@gmail.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HUM2rCIUdeI
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2010/08/02/guyana-caribbean-twenty20-champs/
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/foo-does-it-again-as-guyana-lift-caribbean-t20-trophy.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/foo-does-it-again-as-guyana-lift-caribbean-t20-trophy.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sCau4pYB4I8
http://www.windiescricket.com/
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Web Blog Address:  www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

 Last Lap Lime 2010 - 15th Anniversary 

Last Lap Lime from www.myhoyspotz.com showing part of the large crowd. At right are finalists of the IDOL SHOW. Go to www.myhoyspotz.com 
for more pictures of Last Lap Lime.   Below is Shemroy Paulinson, winner of the Last Lap Lime IDOL Competition receiving his prize. 

 The 15th Last Annual Lap Lime was held in the Toronto area 
on August 2nd at the Woodbridge Fairgrounds. Here is a re-
port of the event by Paul Abdool, the Project Manager of Last 

Lap Lime 2010: 

 On the surface, 2010 appears to be the most successful Lime 
ever in terms of both attendance and enjoyment. Early email 
and feedback from our website is all positive from people who 
had a blast and are taking the time to let us know. 

Ticket reconciliation is not completed as of this writing, but 
suffice it to say we are pretty experienced at this after 15 
years. After "eyeballing" the crowd, most of the management 
team believe that it was probably the best attended Lime. 

This year, The Last Lap Lime decided to inject some change 
to the entertainment slate. We added a tug-o-war competition 
among the 5 schools, a Last Lap Lime Idol competition and a 
"wining" competition on stage. We had no idea how this would 
play with the public, but, all three events turned out to be a hit! 
The preliminary judging for the Idol competition was done 3 
weeks prior to the Lime and the 10 finalists appeared on the 
main stage at the Lime, where the public judged the perform-
ances by applause.  

Incredible talent emerged from this competition, and it proved 
very difficult to choose three winners. In the end, Shemroy 
Paulinson won first place, Leanne Williams and husband 
Vaughan won second and Sarah Reid won third, all by very 
close margins. Song choice and genre were indeed diverse - 
Shemroy crooned a ballad, Leanne and Vaughan sang a med-
ley of Guyanese folk songs and Sarah's rendition was in jazz.  

.St Roses won the tug-o-war, besting Bishops in the final. 
Terry Gajraj closed the Lime with a wining competition on 
stage. This once again proved that Guyanese are not 
only very competitive, but incredibly talented….. Ahhh, the 
memories will last a lifetime. 

One of the biggest hits this year was our initiative to show our 
patrons where their dollars go. The five schools had full dis-
plays in their individual booths of photographs of classrooms, 

computer labs, scholarship winners, schools with brand new 
paint jobs and testimonials from teachers as to the benefits 
the dollars we raise provide. Our patrons can now take com-
fort in the fact that their contributions do indeed make a differ-
ence. 

All in all,  great Lime, but...no rest for the weary. The planning 
for 2011 has already begun. (Paul Abdool) 

Terry Gajraj  and his band closed the Lime with a ―wining 

competition‖ onstage…  Ahhh … memories!!! 

http://www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
http://myhotspotz.com/hs/index.php?option=com_joomgallery&func=detail&id=22153&Itemid=27#joomimg
http://myhotspotz.com/hs/index.php?option=com_joomgallery&func=detail&id=22153&Itemid=27#joomimg
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Web Blog Address:  www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

Guyanese Canadian Cultural Asso. of B.C 

 The Guyanese Association of Delaware is proud to announce 
the release of its commemorative booklet that marks the 20th anni-
versary of its Guyanese and Friends Picnic at Banning Park, 
Delaware. This 20th Anniversary Booklet provides useful informa-
tion on what one should know ―About Guyana ―with a focus on 
“What Would Entice One To Visit Guyana.”  This information, 
which is targeted to non-Guyanese and Guyanese alike, is in-
tended to achieve at least one of the following objectives: 

    1.To increase its reader‘s awareness about Guyana, and the 
Guyanese culture. 

     2.To stimulate its reader‘s interest in visiting Guyana, or 

     3. To refresh its reader‘s memory of Guyana and what it means 
to be a Guyanese. 

The booklet is also a reminder of the way the Guyanese culture 
has enabled Guyanese and their offspring not merely to ‗fit in‘ to 
this the American society, but also to make a mark on the tapestry 
of American life by their contributions in various fields. Some exam-
ples of notable contributors are also noted. In addition, the booklet 
includes a background of the organization, selections of Guyanese 
poems and proverbs, recipes for popular dishes, and historical 
trivia about Guyana. All this is captured within a uniquely de-
signed and colorful book cover that is, in itself, a lithographic 
showcase of Guyana. 

This uniquely designed and colorful booklet would make not 
only a valued addition to your library collection, but also a great 
gift for your non-Guyanese friends as well as your children or 
grandchildren. 

Copies of the booklet are available at $10 ea plus $5 postage (if 
applicable), and can be obtained by contacting L. O. Barton (302) 
366-8879 or email: www.lynobar@aol.com, 

Saturday, August 21, 2010 
8:00am –2:00pm  Breakfast 7:30am to 8:15am 

Closing Reception 2:00pm –3:00pm 
 

Theme: Instilling Excellence to Empower Our Youth 
 
Rock of Ages Lutheran Church 
5135Memorial DriveStone Mountain, GA 30083 
 
Contact Information:  
Marilyn Farley-Thompson (770) 981-7320 
Marilyn Brown(404) 319-9937 
Austin Thompson (404) 587-3949 
 
Log on to www.gaog.org for detailed information 
 
Registration is $3.00 per attendee. Youth 10-18 Years Old 
Deadline is 8/14/10 . Registration fees can be paid online or 
by money order only. Applications can be downloaded from 
the website or contact Austin Thompson for a copy.  
 
Oratorical Competition, Academic Bowl, Parent‘s Workshop, 
Technology Workshop, empowering guest speakers, cultural en-
tertainment, and more. 

Thank you so much for your support.   
SPONSORSHIP WELCOMED!! 

 
Download Flyer here: Youth Symposium Flyer  

The Guyana Association of Georgia, Inc. 
Second Annual Youth Symposium 

The Guyanese Association of Delaware  
Commemorative Booklet Released 

Guyanese Association of Manitoba 
7th Annual Duck Curry Competition 

The Guyanese Canadian Cultural Association of BC is go-
ing on its annual Bus Trip to Seattle on Sat Sept 11, 2010 for 
the "Annual Guyana Family Fun Day Picnic". 

By popular demand this year is an overnight trip, Sept 11-
12. We will be celebrating the 10th year Anniversary with our 
friends in Seattle "The Guyana Friendship Group" on Sept 11th 
and returning Sept 12th. 

An after picnic Lime with music and dancing is planned for the 
evening (Sept 11) at a location TBA later. Our Bus will transport 
us to and from our locations. On our way back home on Sunday 
Sept 12 we will stop at the Seattle Premium Outlet Mall for some 
shopping. 

The cost for all of this is only $65.00 Can.  

*Price includes a delicious Guyanese-food lunch on Sat, admis-
sion to the evening lime and transportation for the weekend.  
There will be two pick-up and drop-off locations: 

1.River Rock Casino in Richmond  at 7.15 am and    
2.Sears Guilford Mall in Surrey at 8 am. 

 Drop offs will be between 6-7pm at the 2 locations border condi-

tions permitting … full details on Flyers below:- 

 Document #1  -   Complete details of  this event  -BC Guyanese  
Association -  BC Guyanese Seattle trip details  

 Document #2  -   Guyana Heritage Foundation of Seattle 
(Guyana Friendship Group)  - GFFD 2010 Flyer  

Document #3  -  Directions to Roxhill Park Sat September 11th ,  

West Seattle, Washington State. For Fun Day. 

The Guyanese Association of Manitoba had its Annual Fun Day 
on July 17, 2010.  Although the weather was somewhat dull, over 
400 Guyanese and their friends made it a fun day of games –
softball, cricket and rounders, with teams from the various Guy-
anese counties as well as from Canadian-born Guyanese. 

Everyone had an enjoyable time as they looked forward to the 
highlight—the Duck Curry Competition.  In the attached report on 
the festivities, board member of the Association, Sharmela Sukh-
deo-Rambally writes: 

―As the judging began, all fifteen teams‘ members slowly saun-
tered in with their curry dishes with great pride joy - and of course 
dance!!  Team after team danced in and served their very best, 
resulting in 1st prize going to Guyanese Pride captained by 
Sancharie Shivbalak (Pam); with Curry King placing 2nd captained 
by Vishnu Narine; Cosmos Lancers bringing 3rd place captained 
by Pammy Persaud and Three Rivers 4th place captained by 
Chaterpaul Bhowanie, Consolation prizes were also given out for 
aroma, consistency, Taste, presentation and best dressed team‖.   

―As a born Guyanese, fellow Pegger, and Canadian, a sense of 
belonging and pride came over me seeing everyone come to-
gether for another successful event.‖ 

.Read Sharmela’s full report here: Duck Curry Competition  

http://www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
http://www.lynobar@aol.com/
http://www.gaog.org
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/07/symposium-flyer.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/bc-guyanese-seattle-trip.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/gffd-2010-flyer.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/directions-to-roxhill-park-sat-sept-11th-2010.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/gam-duck-curry-write-up1.pdf
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Thom, were the scene of live music by the Angels Caribbean 
Band, Geeta Bisram and an energetic group of Indian danc-
ers. 

In addition, crowd pleasers Jumo and Adrian Dutchen put on 
a staggering presentation that incorporated Guyanese folk 
songs. 

Cornel Jones, president of Karib Nation - a non-profit organi-
zation, said that he was pleased with the attendance despite 
the weather that prevented many of the other activities such 
as the plaiting of the May Pole, to take place. 

The charitable organization he said has used its events to 
raise funds to aid orphanages, and to provide supplies to 
medical facilities in Guyana. 

He added that he plans to host the event annually, as a Car-
ibbean festival to entertain the nationals in the Washington 
DC area. 

Web Blog Address:  www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

GUYFEST - 2010   .   Washington D.C. Area 

Showers couldn’t stop Guyanese revelers 

By Tangerine Clarke—Caribbean Life – Saturday July 24, 2010 

Despite the heavy downpour recently, the first Guyana Festival 
went off without a hitch, attracting almost 1000 nationals from 
the Washington Tri-state area to the Anne Arundel Country 
Fair grounds in Crownsville, Maryland. 

Guyana‘s Ambassador to Washington Bayney Karran, who 
was seen mingling with the nationals, and posing for pictures, 
later thanked the expats for their dedication to their culture, 
and applauded them for their commitment to their country. 

The event brought together the colorful diversity of the nation-
als who celebrated the event greeting each other with hugs 
and hand shakes before enjoying more that eight hours of pul-
sating performances. 

The grounds that were dotted with food booths, arts and craft, 
and paintings and sculpture by prominent Guyanese artist Ivor  

Revelers at first Guyana Festival in Washington, DC.... Geeta Bisram and an energetic group of Indian dancers 

The plenary session would examine the following topics: 

State of the Town of New Amsterdam 

Schools & Schooling in New Amsterdam 

Micro-Industries & Investment Opportunities 

Social Issues and Their Impact 

The audience would then participate in forums to recommend 
strategies and develop programs to address the issues.  
Moreover, since we share a common interest in preserving 
the unique history of the town, we would begin the recording 
of New Amsterdam‘s oral history at the session. We hope you 
would join us in this effort to impact the development and 
preservation of the town of New Amsterdam.  

Participants must register for the forum at: www.cofona.org 

Deadline is Monday, August 30th
, 2010 

Contact::    Dr. Leonard Lewis,  llewis676@gmail.com 
718-434-1622 (H)     or 718-757-0661 (M) 

The Event is Free & Street parking is available 

―Connecting People for Progress‖ 
 

St. Gabriel’s Hall 

331 Hawthorne Street 

Brooklyn, NY 11225-5909 

 
All Guyanese who hail from the Ancient County are invited to 
the Inaugural Forum of the Council of Friends of New Amster-
dam (COFONA). We, along with residents of New Amsterdam, 
will examine the socio-economic challenges facing the town 
and explore possible solutions.  Come join us with your ideas, 
experience, and resolve to make a difference. 

COFONA seeks to coordinate the efforts of concerned Berbi-
cians alumni associations, professional and community organi-
zations, and other entities, to more effectively address the 
challenging problems confronting the community of New Am-
sterdam. We will work with the residents of the town to identify 
and prioritize needs, develop programs, secure funding, and 
implement projects for the growth and sustained development 
of the town and its environs.  

Council of Friends of New Amsterdam (COFONA) 

Inaugural Forum  -  Saturday, September 18th, 2010 - 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

http://www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
http://www.cofona.org
mailto:llewis676@gmail.com
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Web Blog Address:  www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

  Stabroek News July 25, 2010    - Read full article here - 

 Some 450 persons turned up on July 24, to access the ser-
vices of the Guyana Watch Inc medical outreach at the Paten-
tia Secondary School. By the close of the day‘s activities at 7 
pm doctors saw at least 700 persons from West Demerara. 

This is Guyana Watch‘s 18th Medical Outreach.  It expects to 
see well over 3,500 patients at six medical outreach clinics 
plus children from twelve orphanages and provide over 
US$400,000 in medication by the time it ends on August 1. 

When Stabroek News visited the site, doctors were busy at-
tending to the many persons on hand; while at the pharmacy 
medical volunteers were busy dispending medication. 

Ramkishun Roopnarine, one of the community coordinators 
and a long-time affiliate with the programme, said persons had 
lined up from as early as 06:00 hrs. He said it would have 
been more hectic if they had not implemented a number-turn 
system. Persons had to be registered before being referred to 
a medical specialist who would diagnose their problems and 
offer advice. 

Dr Henry Issenberg, a heart specialist, said he had seen six 
children so far, ranging from six months to 15 years, all of 
whom required surgery. He added that the cases were very 
serious. He said that their conditions would be further revalu-
ated at the Caribbean Heart Institute this week before a final 
prognosis was made. 

He cited the case of a five-year-old child who was previously 
diagnosed with a heart condition and given no hope of living, 
but he is of the belief that with urgent surgery, the child can 
lead a normal life. He revealed that the child was not given 
any medication by the previous physician, a move he did not 
understand. He said that he has since prescribed medication 
for the child in the interim, which he said should make him 
stronger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[1] Dr. Issenberg, a heart specialist examines a female patient at the 

Guyana Medical Watch Medical outreach at Patentia Secondary 

School on July 24th, 2010. 

 

Further, he said that the family of the child is very poor and 
would not be able to raise the funds necessary for the sur-
gery but through Guyana Watch, they would try to assist the 
family in whatever way they can. 
 
The six-month-old, he said, has a hole in his heart. It is his 
opinion that this condition could result in further damage to 
his heart and sees no reason to delay the surgery. 
 
Tony Yassin, President of Guyana Watch Inc said the clinic 
was very active since persons were coming from all parts of 

West Demerara. 

 
He said that while heart surgeries were very costly, his or-
ganisation does its best to provide access to at least six to 
nine persons per year; finding hospitals where the surgeries 
can be performed and liaising with family members to ensure 
that visas, travel arrangements and accommodation are in 
place. 

―On site, we have doctors specialised in internal medicine, 
paediatrics, dentistry, dermatology and general medicine,‖ he 
said. Additionally, he said, local dental technicians were on 
hand to lend support to the team as well as volunteers from a 
US medical school.                  (read full article here….) 

Guyana Watch medical outreach  -   18th Medical Outreach  

Guyana Community Outreach 

Guyana Community Outreach is a non-profit organization 
based in Chicago. Illinois. USA   their address is P.O. Box 
32132, Chicago IL 60632. Phone: (773) 471-6007. E-mail ad-
dress: francisyvonne@netzero.net 

This non-profit, in operation since 
2006, has been busy sending 
barrels,  helping persons with 
disabilities and  supplying books 
to libraries in Guyana.   

Their President Francis Yvonne 
Jackson has written a book of 
poems of her life in Guyana and 
Chicago, and the proceeds of her 
book—‖Come walk With Me‖, will 
be donated to the charity.   

Cost of book Paperback $19.99:  
Hardback $29.99 + shipping.  

Call now and Order! 

 

       Linguistics Coordinator 
   
     Dr. Jeannette Allsopp  
      jeannette.allsopp @ cavehill.uwi.edu  

      Tel: (246) 417-4468/69 Fax: (246) 424-0634 

 

Department of Language, Linguistics & Literature 

http://www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/stories/07/25/hundreds-flock-patentia-school-for-guyana-watch-medical-outreach/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/stories/07/25/hundreds-flock-patentia-school-for-guyana-watch-medical-outreach/
http://www.cavehill.uwi.edu/prospective/default.asp
http://www.cavehill.uwi.edu/fhe/LLL/Linguistics/
http://www.cavehill.uwi.edu/fhe/LLL/Linguistics/
http://www.cavehill.uwi.edu/fhe/LLL/Linguistics/
http://www.cavehill.uwi.edu/fhe/LLL/Linguistics/
http://www.cavehill.uwi.edu/fhe/LLL/Linguistics/
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Authorized Distributor  

Although this article was printed in May 2010, we though that some of our read-
ers may have misses it and want to know about Mark Holder. We do not know if 

the plans noted in this article for July actually occurred. (Editor) 
 

 Posted By Stabroek staff On May 29, 2010 In The Scene  

 

 ―She doesn‟t stand out in a crowd//She 
might not merit a second glance//But to me, 
she‟s a treasure//And I‟ll tell the world that 
she‟s something//She‟s something//She‟s 
something of value…‖ Wherever the opening 
bars of this song is played, Guyanese, espe-
cially those who enjoy „oldies‟ will come up 
with the name Mark Holder. They might 
wonder where he is today and what he is 
doing these days.  

When he produced the album „All The Way‟ 
at Coach House Studio in England in 1977/78, in collaboration 
with Mark Holder, Guyanese international recording artiste Eddy 
Grant had said that he felt Mark was destined for ―greater things 
than his already considerable success in Africa and the West In-
dies….‖ He had added, ―Mark Holder, we at Coach House know 
that you will go „All The Way‟.‖ Mark Holder has been‖ all the 
way‟ there and then some.  

The ―Something Of Value‖ singer, who will release his latest al-
bum „All My Love Is For You‟ in July, has enjoyed considerable 
success in his musical career in the years since he has not been 
on these shores. Though when asked how long ago it was that he 
left Guyana, Mark‟s answer was ―As a son of the soil, I have 
never left Guyana. In my daily lifestyle, Guyana is and will always 
be in the forefront of my goals and achievements.‖  

 Mark, who is currently negotiating a Caribbean tour, has Guyana 
on that schedule and hopes to be here in July.  

[2]In a series of online interviews with The Scene, which started 
late last month, Mark revealed that at „The Gala‟ in Canada—the 
final celebration for Black History Month this year—he performed 
one of his new songs, ―Rise Up Haiti‖. He said he composed this 
song while he was ―viewing a broadcast of the devastation in Haiti 
and saw a picture of a young rescue victim begging her mom not 

to let her die. These words touched my heart and motivated me to 
compose the lyrics.‖ It also touched others, because at „The 
Gala‟ the ―enthusiastic audience… were on their feet dancing 
and holding hands during my performance,‖ he added.  

Read full article here: Mark Holder- Something of Value  

ARTS and CULTURE 

Kelvin Ambedkar is the authorized distributor  for Dave 
Martins Records; Major Mike Charles Productions and 
Angels Caribbean Records. 

A shopping cart for Dave Martins records is now being 
setup at www.dtradewinds.com and also an online 

sales ordering cartridge on www.pepperpotradio.com.   

Mike Charles‘ DVD‘s can be purchased online at 

www.wildguyana.com or at his booth at Timerhi Airport. 

Now, you can get all products directly from Kelvin 
Ambedkar by calling  his Toronto number at (416) 

803-1716 or e-mailing him at: 

 kambedkar@hotmail.com 

Check web Blog for more info  < click here 

Web Blog Address:  www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

Our Precious Child 
By:  Yvonne Crichton-Denbow 

Mark Holder: Still ‘Something of Value ’  

Jamaica-born Dr. Yvonne Crichton-Denbow, wife of Guyana-
born Dr. Frank Denbow, has written and illustrated a keepsake 
album named OUR PRECIOUS CHILD which records a child's 
religious development. 

The book was launched on June 5th in New Jersey and there is 
a book signing in Long Island NY on July 24th.  

Also planned was a book signing in Guyana at the Pegasus on 
August 5th. 

There will be a book signing in Brooklyn at St Gabriel's Episco-
pal Church on Saturday September 18th at 1PM. 

The book is currently available on line at our website OURPRE-
CIOUSCHILD.COM where there is contact and ordering infor-
mation. The price would be available for purchase at the book 
signings at a lower price.. 

Here is an outline of the book by the author Dr. Yvonne Crich-
ton-Denbow. Our Precious Child:  A Keepsake Album for Re-
cording a Child‘s Religious Development. - Overview  < Click to 
download:  

Here is a book review by Professor Emeritus Belle Tyndall.  
Click this link to download >: Book review by Professor Emeri-
tus Belle Tyndall  

Here is the Book signing Flyer: Book Signing Flyer 

 

 

Mark Holder  

http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/mark-holder-something-of-value.pdf
http://www.dtradewinds.com
http://www.pepperpotradio.com
http://www.wildguyana.com/
mailto:mailto:kambedkar@hotmail.com
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2010/07/15/authorized-distributor-appointed/
http://www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/07/authorized-distributor-694-kb.jpg
http://OURPRECIOUSCHILD.COM
http://OURPRECIOUSCHILD.COM
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/our-precious-child-overview.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/our-precious-child-overview.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/book-review-by-professor-emeritus-belle-tyndall.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/book-review-by-professor-emeritus-belle-tyndall.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/book-signing-flyer.pdf
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SEWING CLASSES - CORRIVERTON, GUYANA 

Goodbye Plantations Wismar - Christianburg  

by : Odida T. Quamina -  June 1980 

August   2010                                      

 

ARTS and CULTURE 

Web Blog Address:  www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

THE ARTS JOURNAL  
 

Volume 5 Numbers 1&2- March 2010 <click here for link to contents 

 

The Editor of The Arts Forum’s Page, Ameena Gafoor, can be reached by  

E-mail:  theartsjournal@live.co.uk   or by phone:  592 227 6825.  
  

THE ARTS JOURNAL is available at all leading bookstores in Georgetown or 

from Bernadette Persaud,   E-mail: bernadettepersaud5@hotmail.com or by 

phone:  592 220 3337.     Website:www.theartsjournal.org.gy  

Book Review 

Wilson Harris, ―The Ghost of Memory‖, Faber and Faber, 2006.  
Click link above   

 By  Professor By MICHAEL GILKES  

Our target area for this sewing Project is Corriverton, Guy-
ana. School uniforms are mandatory for all grades in Guyana so 
teaching the skills to sew these uniforms is the primary goal of this 
training. Teaching sewing skills will help to support families.   
 
To do this Andra Thakur will teach two classes per day for a total 
of 30 students over the 16 weeks:  October 2010  -  March 2011.  

 
Help us by donating the electric 
sewing machine that you no 
longer use. Contact: 
 Andra Thakur 250-756-2652 or   
Joyce Morrison 250-248-5914 
 
All will be welcome, but we hope 
that many Amerindian (First Na-
tions) will participate. The two 
groups who will most benefit from 
this training will be:  

1. Young people ages 15-18 who have dropped out of school 
and cannot find employment;  

2. Adult women, often with families to support, who have not 
had the opportunity to learn employment skills. 

 
Projects are carried out in association with Guyana Women in 
Development (GUYWID-Berbice) under the patronage of Mr. 
François Montour, Canadian High Commissioner of Canada to 
Guyana.  
Please view detailed flyer attached: Flyer Corriverton 2010  

It was know as the Wismar Main Road  

It never goes East, at least not if you are leaving  

One cannot tell where the road leads 

Wismar Road runs into Christianburg burial ground 

And the road is dark and long 

Between Christianburg and Wismar  

It takes everything to town, never east.  

Hotter, fearsome and chaotic, Georgetown  

The dizzy and lost feeling in town tell you 

Many years later  

You’re not coming ….. But gone… 
 
Sprostons’ R.H. Carr, the steamer Stelling and the Railway 

Tracks 

Water-powered lumber mill 

Exploit wood-cutting grants 

Punts, canoes and countless ballahoos 

Navigate high tides with Mora and Greenheart logs 

All Northbound. 

Much later, donkey and mule carts  

Take farmers and their produce to water-front stalls 

From the lingering Plantations  

Slowly succeeded by a dusty industry  

Now, the fishermen’s horns are drowned  

By the demanding horns of the Company 

To Take you away  

From across the river  
 
Remember the old silk cotton tree 

Superstition lingered  

Though not far from the wooden school house  

Separated from the old Scotts Church  

By the lonely inhabited tree  

That housed the bats in the crowded courtyard 

Tradition ignored. 

Replaced by a rubber teak experimental station 

Gone the big trees of yesterday 

The bats too, have died 

Just as some men, women, children go  

On the winding earthen road of Wismar, and life  

Coming or going… 
 
Nature disappear 

As playgrounds transform into huts then shacks for shelter 

Nowhere is proof of yesterdays 

Even as yesterday’s memory is succeeded by 

Today’s woes. 

As the long narrow winding drive  

Bridge the Demerara 

Gets busier  

Coming and going  

Survival is threatened here 

In this half-pea of the world  

Because of the real life symbolism 

Of a long and winding road  

Which cannot really tell, whether  

It’s coming or going                         
 
     -  Odida T. Quamina     E-mail: otquamina@sympatico.ca  

Nostalgia: Wismar/Christianburg/Mackenzie/

Demerara River  -  by Peter Hadler 

This account by Peter Halder of life in the Upper Demerara 
River in the late 1950′s gives a vivid picture of that area that all 
should like, as it reflects some of the unique features of life at 
Mc Kenzie, the mining town and the nearby Wismar, Christian-
burg, and the Demerara River, then the only link to George-
town and the outside world.  Here is his conclusion in the 13 
page document which has a link at the bottom of this entry. 

Conclusion   ñLiving in the Upper Demerara River District was a 
lasting, memorable and wonderful experience. I was not yet 21. 
The experience influenced my future life. In my opinion, it was the 
best working experience in my life. My knowledge of people, re-
sponsibility, the law, the district and the beauty of friendship was a 
treasure beyond compare. Georgetown was tame when I returned 
to it from my tenure.ò 

download link here:> NOSTALGIA -Wismar-Christianburg-
Mackenzie-Demerara River   by Peter Halder.  

You can comment on our Blog, and/or contact Peter Halder 
directly at: peterhalder@hotmail.com 

Students at machines in New Amsterdam, 

Guyana.  Nov 2009-February 2010  

http://www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2010/03/03/the-arts-journal-volume-5-numbers-12-march-2009/
mailto:mailto:theartsjournal@live.co.uk
mailto:mailto:bernadettepersaud5@hotmail.com
http://www.theartsjournal.org.gy
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2010/07/25/book-review-4/
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/flyer-corriverton-2010.pdf
mailto:mailto:otquamina@sympatico.ca
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/07/nostalgia-wismar-christianburg-mackenzie-demerara-river.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/07/nostalgia-wismar-christianburg-mackenzie-demerara-river.pdf
mailto:mailto:peterhalder@hotmail.com
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Web Blog Address:  www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

 Posted By Oluatoyin Alleyne - July 18, 2010 Stabroek News 

 

 Jagdeo in US$30M laptops pledge 

President Bharrat Jagdeo yesterday (July 29), pledged 
some US$30 million over the next three years to purchase 
laptops for poor families as GT&T officially launched the 
Suriname/ Guyana- Submarine Cable System (SG-SCS), 
the backbone on which the e-magine broadband service 
was rolled out earlier this month. 

Addressing attendees at the Guyana International Confer-
ence Centre, Jagdeo, who has long bandied the computer-
in-every-home idea, said the only reason the initiative did 
not get off the ground before was the uncertainty surround-
ing internet access. 

―That situation has changed now that we have this cable and 
by the end of the year hopefully will be further enhanced,‖ 
the President said. ―So we will be setting aside some US$30 
million over the next three years to give at least 90,000 
households some instrument. We‘ll focus on the poorest 
households in Guyana.‖ 

According to Jagdeo, it would help generate the demand to 
sell the bandwidth GT&T has available. However, he noted 
that those families may not be able to afford broadband ser-
vice initially and may receive some assistance from the 
state. 

He challenged GT&T and its parent company Atlantic Tele 
Network (ATN) to set aside the resources to produce other 
types of content saying that demand for the service can be 
created. 

―If we are clever working together, developing more applica-
tions that we can put on this backbone that we‘ve created 
then more people are going to use it and in no time whatso-
ever you‘re going to recover the investment,‖ he said. 

The President added that having affordable internet was 
also important to the education sector, an area in which he 
said the region was losing its competitive edge. He noted 
that he has been calling for a regional Information Communi-
cation Technology (ICT) plan focusing on regional broad-
band access for all of the people. 

―We spend hundreds of millions of dollars on roads, on wa-
ter supply, sewerage etcetera, and those are important but 
they don‘t have the same kind of transformative impact on 
our society if we were to spend this on broadband access 
plus the instruments for all of our households. The educa-
tional industry could see a boom in our region and we can 
probably offset some of the loss of competitiveness in the 
traditional trade areas that we are accustomed to.‖ …Read 

full article here :  Jagdeo in US$30M laptop pledge 

Linden: Automotive Skills Training  

This is the story of 11 year- old Dawnetta 

McLean who has struggled against the odds of 

extreme poverty and illness to achieve her goal 

of attending Queenõs College..  

Her gripping story and the follow-up aid that 

has been given and promised after the story 

was published is at this link::  Against all odds 

Dawnetta McLean is QC bound—
despite illness and adversity 

] July 29. 2010: 

 
GT&Tôs Chief Financial 

Officer and CEO-

designate Yog Mahadeo 

(left) and President Bhar-

rat Jagdeo unveil a plaque 

commemorating the com-

missioning of the subma-

rine cable.  

Eleven-year-old Dawnetta McLean endured more hardship 
than her little shoulders should be allowed to bear leading up to 
the National Grade Six Assessment, including two bouts of ill-
ness, hours of travelling and many late nights, but she was de-
termined to do well and in the end her dream came true when 
she was awarded a place at Queen‘s College (QC). 

Success comes after hard work it is said and McLean‘s was 
hard as she not only spent countless hours in classroom set-
tings at school and later at lessons but also had numerous do-
mestic issues to deal with and were it not for her resilience she 
may have easily given up. 

Even as she basks in the glory of being among the country‘s 
top 100 students McLean knows that is her only reward. What 
she really would like to have been awarded with is a laptop 
computer, an item she dreams ……………. read the full story 

here >   Against all odds 

Ted Sabat's Automotive Training School has joined forces with 
Dr. Joseph O.F. Haynes's Linden School of Excellence and Mr. 
Alan Henery of A + R Automotive workshop to start initially a 12 
month high standard Automotive Training Course for the unem-
ployed adults and youths - male and females, of Linden.  

The course is aimed at the unskilled of the Linden community who 
have very little chance of gainful employment. We aim to give these 
people a second chance in life, give them an identifiable future so 
that they can support their family rather than resort to anti-social 
activities.  

The main tutor is Mr. Edward Sabat (A.M.I.E.T.), is a London-
trained instructor in auto mechanics. Subjects covered by this 
course are:- Basic automotive technology progressing to Techni-
cian; Fuel Injection for all major vehicles -  gasoline and diesel,  
and  Auto electronics including E.C.U. systems. All subjects will be 
to City & Guilds of London standards in both practical & theory.  

He is asking companies, to sponsor students, to the small amount 
of G$10,000 (US$50.00) a month, payable every three months in 
advance to cover tuition fees. Sponsors would receive media cov-
erage of sponsorship every six months and at the graduation. Your 
selected student will be introduced to the sponsor, and an agree-
ment signed between  them to be employed by the company  upon 
completion of the course. Enrolment started 14th June and the 
course started on 12th July 2010. 

Contact information: E. Sabat. E-mail: tedsabat@yahoo.com.      
Tel: 011-592-644 7646.                   

http://www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/jagdeo-in-us30m-laptops-pledge.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/07/against-all-odds.pdf
http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/07/against-all-odds.pdf
mailto:tedsabat@yahoo.com
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Rajmonie Tomby  

Web Blog Address:  www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

 
GUEST EDITORIAL 

   

for Rajmonie from expatriates Antje and Zakaria El Dib and 
this led the grandmother to say she had felt as if she was 
getting help from nowhere until the El Dibs arrived following 
the publication of the story. 

In fairness, in the aftermath of the murder/suicide there was 
an outpouring of support but as is inevitable once interest 
wanes, fatigue sets in and officialdom is blind, even the 
neediest case is forgotten. Is this to be the fate of this family 
which has endured so much over so short a span? Can it 
really be that the PPP/C and its bevy of ministers who bear 
some responsibility in relation to the welfare of this family 
could be so oblivious to their needs? 

As we have advocated before, families such as Rajmonie and 
her grandchildren should never be off the government radar. 
They should be actively sought out by roving officials in place 
of the wasteful Cabinet outreaches that President Jagdeo 
and his ministers seem fond of. These families fall into the 
category of extreme poverty which interestingly Mr Ralph 
Ramkarran has said would be his number one priority if he 
was given the opportunity to be the PPP‘s candidate and the 
country‘s leader. 

As of now the needs of Rajmonie‘s family are simple but piv-
otal to their advancement. They require school gear, one 
child needs transportation assistance as she will be proceed-
ing to school 10 miles away, one dropped out of school and 
should be helped to get back into the system and the eldest 
child had been hoping to write the Caribbean Secondary Edu-
cation Certificate but was unable to do so. He took up plant-
ing a kitchen garden but a flood put paid to that and he was 
left to do hunting in the backdam. Thankfully, the El Dibs 
have raised the prospect of finding a job for him so that he 
could help Rajmonie with the younger children. Two of the 
girls would like to have their skills enhanced and their current 
abode needs repairing. 

What would this family for instance do when President Jag-
deo‘s laptop arrives? There would be wonderment and ex-
citement but it would hardly provide the basic needs that this 
family desperately needs to prosper and to make their own 
way. That is one of the yet unanswered flaws in President 
Jagdeo‘s design. Don‘t come top down with a nebulous con-
cept for families like Rajmonie‘s.  The government should by 
all means pursue its plan to take ICT to needy families but it 
must first address the deep-seated poverty that clearly exists 
and which is brought to the fore ever so often. Just a fraction 
of that US$30M could make a world of difference to Rajmo-
nie‘s family and others like it. 

President Jagdeo should enquire from his ministers of labour, 
human services, education and housing what structured help 
any of them have given to Rajmonie‘s family and if not what 
inhibited them from doing this. Governance cannot be about 
capturing public attention with grandiose projects; it has to be 
about providing tangible help to those who really need it. Ra-
jmonie and her family fit that bill. She is a home-grown hero 
and should have been treated as such. Can the government 
now give her and her family the attention they deserve and 
begin looking for other families in dire straits?  

Stabroek News   -  August 2, 2010  Editorial | Comments 

President Jagdeo‘s iteration of plans to equip poorer house-
holds with a laptop will no doubt be subject to intense dissec-
tion by critics and supporters alike. With a figure of US$30M 
over three years being mooted, there will have to be a lot of 
explaining as to why he intends to saddle a new administration 
with a massive programme it may not agree with. He will also 
have to defend how to overcome myriad problems such as 
parameters for identifying beneficiaries, ensuring that the re-
cipients want the laptops and will make beneficial use of them, 
accountability for the laptops and the thefts and conversion 
they are likely to inspire, reliable power supply, surge and virus 
protection and the not so insignificant matters of internet costs, 
maintenance and repairs. 

This initiative must also feed into a well-crafted strategy to nur-
ture the output from the experiment. Aside from learning to 
surf the net what exactly will the adults and children be 
streamed into? Would the adults be potentially employable at 
call centres which may be in the works? Will complementary 
computer classes be made available to them? Will the children 
be able to pursue education in virtual classrooms without hav-
ing to trudge to school under the weight of heavy backpacks? 
In other words there has to be a major fleshing out of this pro-
posal. No more random words and thoughts before any expen-
diture of the scale of US$30M. 

The President‘s announcement is not however the object of 
this editorial. It is to put into clearer perspective the inspiring 
and at the same time gut-wrenchingly sad story of 68-year-old 
Rajmonie Tombie and her grandchildren. One tragic night, 
afflicted by the uncontrollable sickness that has consumed so 
many Guyanese men, Tombie‘s son murdered his wife Sa-
brina Fredericks. He then set about poisoning four of his chil-
dren who were present in the house before taking his own life. 
Luckily the children survived. Now orphaned, it was their 
grandmother Rajmonie who rose to the occasion. 

With little means at her disposal Rajmonie put her love for her 
grandchildren above all else. She made the courageous and 
monumental decision to keep them together and under her 
care even though there was no obvious way at the time that 
she would be able to. And as she had declared in an interview 
six years ago she was determined to keep them with her and 
together even if all she could afford to give them was ―salt and 
rice‖. The odds would have been heavily stacked against her 
considering that she was dependent on old age pension and 
charitable gestures. 

Six years on, however, Rajmonie has marvellously defied the 
odds. Not only has she kept the family together but the chil-
dren are clearly making progress and can dream dreams the 
way their peers do despite the trauma of losing their parents 
and the uncertainty that lay ahead. By any benchmark, Rajmo-
nie has made a Herculean effort despite not being sure from 
day to day what the fate of this family would be. As she told 
Stabroek News during an interview last week, raising the chil-
dren was a struggle ―but whatever ah get me does give dem; 
dem very contented. I always make sure that at mealtime dem 
must get something to eat; me don‘t lef dem mouth dry…‖ The 
day after her story appeared in this newspaper, help arrived 

http://www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/editorial/08/02/rajmonie-tomby/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/editorial/08/02/rajmonie-tomby/print/#comments_controls
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Web Blog Address:  www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

Proposed Marriot will kill the 
local hotel industry  

 

 

 

Guyana Tourism Authority   
Website 

Radisson Apartment Suites    

Cara Hotels   

Herdmanston Lodge     

Sleepin International Hotel   

Hotel Tower – Emerald Tower 

Resort   

Blue Wave Apartment Hotel 

Ariantze Sidewalk Hotel Café and 

Jazz Club    

Le Grand Penthouse Hotel         

Iwokrara Forest - 

Iwokrama Canopy Walkway  

Kanuku Suites      

Roraima Airways, Hotels and 

Companies     

Wilderness Explorers      

Evergreen Adventures    

El Dorado Inn     

Banganara Island Resort 

Splashmins Resort              

Bradsville Apartments     

Rock View Lodge, Rupununi 

Princess Hotel 

Regency Suites Hotel      

Zoom Inn Hotel    

Grand Coastal Inn     

Pegasus Hotel        

Trans Guyana Airways            

Hurakabra River Resort          

Surama Eco-Lodge Rupununi 

Timberhead Eco-Resort 

GUYANA TOURISM 

Adel’s Rainforest Resort 

Cheddi Jagan Int. Airport 
Website 

Website Links  

Hotels, Eco-resorts. Interior 

Lodges, & Tour Operators 
 Guyana Jamboree ð2010  < click here for details 

BBC crew to retrace Raleigh’s journey 

Should the proposed Marriot Hotel become a 
reality it will inevitably kill the hotel industry in 
Guyana 

This is according to Chief Executive Officer of 
the Pegasus Hotel, Robert Badal, who said 
that President Bharrat Jagdeo is upset that 
his friends, ―one of whom is facing federal 
charges in the US,‖ did not acquire Pegasus. 

He explained that Guyana has a relatively 
fixed hotel occupancy rate, which averages 
around 30 per cent nationwide. 
The occupancy rate at the Pegasus, accord-
ing to Badal, averages 50 to 60 per cent. 

Badal explained that Guyana is not a tourist 
destination. The people who travel to Guyana 
generally conduct business and hold confer-
ences with the few boosts such as when 
there was the Cricket World Cup. 
The Pegasus CEO said that the advent of the 
Marriott Hotel would not bring any signifi-

cantly new traffic to Guyana.  Read more... 

Tourism should be reflected in Government Policies 

July 29, 2010 (GINA) - A BBC crew and a team 
of adventurers will be here next year to re-
trace the footsteps of Sir Walter Ralegh. 

From January to March, they will be exploring 
Guyana‘s wilderness, Minister of Tourism, 
Industry and Commerce, Manniram Prashad 
announced. BBC Coordinator, Ben Major will 
be leading the exhibition. . 

Prashad said that the exploration will aid the 
creation of a 10-part, half-hour long series to 
retrace the footsteps of Sir Walter Ralegh to 
search for the fabled city of gold, El Dorado. 
Shooting will be done at several locations 
including Waini, Shell Beach, Kaieteur Falls 
Surama and Raleigh‘s Peak. The team, 
which will include eight children, will journey 
from Trinidad to Guyana on sailboats. 

Prashad said that the Ministry and the Guy-
ana Tourism Authority endorses and supports 
and will facilitate the expedition. ―Sir Walter 
Raleigh came here in search of the City of 
Gold and now the world will get a chance to 
see the true gems of our destination, our gi-
ants of our kingdom, wildlife, pristine intact 
forest and natural wonders, among others‖, 

August    2010                                          

Tourism employs directly and indirectly one in every nine persons in the Caribbean and is the 
largest employer after the public sector. Treated well it has an extraordinary contribution to 
make to regional growth; treated badly it has the capacity to damage economies and reduce 
government revenues. These are the simple messages that the Caribbean Hotels and Tour-
ism Association (CHTA) hope Caricom heads of government will hear and see as they meet 
in Montego Bay. 

In the past twenty years the economic structure of the Caribbean has changed almost beyond 
recognition. The region has moved from being dominated by an agriculture-dependent prefer-
ence-based model involving government‘s constant intervention, to one that has to rely on an 
industry that is private-sector led and which has become, because of the region‘s natural en-
vironment, the most tourism dependent in the world. 

Put another way, tourism and its continuing ability to compete globally has in all but a few 
nations become the essential provider of employment and national income; and by extension, 
the taxes that pay for electorates‘ expectations of public services from education and health 
care to roads. 

Unfortunately it is a change and an industry that many politicians and senior officials seem to 
have difficulty in understanding. 

For example, the traditional way in the region to determine tourism‘s success has been 
through counting the number of tourist arrivals, reviewing how long visitors stay and assuming 
that if the numbers increase, income is improving and all is well. By using this method many 
Caribbean governments are suggesting that tourism is recovering after a particularly bleak 
period during the early stages of the global recession. However, commercial measures glob-

ally used by the industry suggest otherwise.  …. Read full article here. 

The View from Europe  -  David Jessop  -  Stabroek News  - July 4, 2010. 

http://www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
http://www.guyana-tourism.com/
http://www.guyanahotel.com/
http://www.carahotels.com/index.php
http://www.herdmanstonlodge.com/index.asp
http://www.sleepininternationalhotel.com/index.html
http://www.hoteltowerguyana.com/
http://www.hoteltowerguyana.com/
http://www.bluewave-gy.com/
http://www.ariantzesidewalk.com/
http://www.ariantzesidewalk.com/
http://www.legrandpenthouse.net/
http://www.iwokrama.org/wp/
http://www.iwokramacanopywalkway.com/
http://www.kanukusuites.com/
http://www.roraimaairways.com
http://www.roraimaairways.com
http://www.wilderness-explorers.com/welcome.htm
http://evergreenadventuresgy.com/
http://www.eldorado-inn.com/
http://www.baganara.com/
http://www.splashmins.com/
http://www.brandsville.net/
http://www.rockviewlodge.com/index.html
http://www.princesshotelguyana.com/index.html
http://regencyhotelguyana.com/index.html
http://zoominnhotel.com/index.html
http://www.grandcoastal.com/
http://www.pegasushotelguyana.com/
http://www.transguyana.net/
http://www.hurakabragy.com/
http://eco-indextourism.org/Surama_gy_en
http://www.timberheadguyana.com/
http://www.adelresort.com/
http://www.cjairport-gy.com/
http://guyaneseonline.wordpress.com/2010/02/17/guyana-jamboree-2010/
http://www.kaieteurnewsonline.com/2010/07/29/proposed-marriot-will-kill-the-local-hotel-industry/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/features/07/04/tourism-should-be-reflected-in-every-aspect-of-caribbean-governments%E2%80%99-policies/print/
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Venezuelan President, Hugo Chavez has 
offered to supply all of Guyana‘s fuel needs 
and restated a desire to build a pipeline 
across this country to Suriname.

 

 

Chavez, according to a release from his 
presidential complex, Miraflores Palace 
said that President Bharrat Jagdeo has 
signalled Guyana‘s willingness to join the 
Venezuela-led Bolivarian Alternative for the 
Peoples of the Americas, (ALBA) as an 
observer. 

The two countries have also committed to a 
peaceful resolution of Caracas‘ claims to 
Essequibo. Jagdeo visited the Spanish-
speaking country on Wednesday when four 
cooperation accords and one joint state-
ment were signed. The agreements fo-
cused on agricultural, energy and fishery 
matters. It was President Jagdeo‘s second 
visit to Venezuela. 

The statement from the Miraflores Presi-
dential Palace [2] quoted Chavez as saying 
that Jagdeo had expressed his desire to 
make Guyana an observer in ALBA. Ac-
cording to Chavez, observer countries can 
attend meetings, join the Bank of ALBA and 
―seek funding and solutions to scourges 
such as poverty and hunger.‖ Chavez also 
said that he would discuss Suriname join-
ing ALBA with the country‘s new President, 
Desi Bouterse.   more 
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Chavez offers more oil  

A framework agreement for the Amaila Falls 
hydropower project was signed in Shanghai, 
China yesterday, with President Bharrat Jagdeo 
in attendance. 

The agreement formalizes the cooperation be-
tween the Guyana Power and Light Incorpo-
rated, Sithe Global Amaila Holdings Limited, the 
China Development Bank, and the China Rail-
way First Group Company Limited. ―It sets out 
the parties‘ intention to reach financial closure on 
the Amaila Falls project within 12 months or 
ideally sooner‖, Minister of Finance, Dr. Ashni 
Singh told the National Assembly yesterday, 
saying also that it was a ―historic moment.‖ 
President Jagdeo is in China as part of a Cari-
com delegation. 

―The Amaila Falls project is the biggest infra-
structure investment in our country‘s history. 
From the start of it operations, it will provide 
value to Guyanese citizens and the wider econ-
omy through cheaper electricity, while simultane-
ously enabling Guyana to switch from nearly 
100% dependence on fossil fuel sources for 
electricity generation to nearly 100% clean, re-
newable energy sources‖, the Minister said. 

He pointed out that 20 years after it begins op-
eration, the hydro-plant will be transferred to the 
people of Guyana at zero additional cost, 
thereby ―bequeathing long-term independence, 
national competitiveness and environmental 
sustainability to our children and future genera-
tions‖. Singh said that the project will involve 
utilizing less than 0.001% of the State Forest 
area. ―The government is firmly committed to 
ensuring that the project complies with both na-
tional and international social and environmental 

safeguards‖, said the Minister.   more 

Some 4,400 Guyanese migrate to the US 

annually  

St. Joseph Mercy Hospital  

Rebuilding next year 

CHINA to provide military aid to    

Guyanaôs Military 

China Deal for Amaila Falls Hydro 

Project Financing 

The rebuilding of the burnt section of St Jo-
seph Mercy hospital is not expected to start 
until early next year as the design and a num-
ber of preparatory works are still to be final-
ised. 

According to Human Resources Director 
Georgina Mentore, an architect recently vis-
ited the site but she could not say whether a 
design has been submitted to the hospital‘s 
board for approval. Rebuilding the burnt sec-
tion remains a priority as the hospital seeks to 
move beyond the tragedy which struck the 
institution about two months ago. 

While the Guyana Fire Service recently indi-
cated that the fire was electrical in origin, the 
insurance company handling the hospital‘s 
claim is yet to complete its investigation. Esti-
mated losses from the fire had amounted to 
$600 million, however it was expected that this 
figure would have risen once all the doctors‘ 
losses had been tabulated. The sum the build-
ing was insured for as well as the amount that 
would be recovered from the insurance re-
mains unknown. 

In the meantime, the administration is moving 
ahead with plans to bring some amount of 
normalcy back to the hospital. While normal 
operations have resumed, its ability to perform 
major surgeries remains handicapped. As of 
last week, the theatre became operational and 
the institution began offering minor surgery 
services to the public. However, with one 
theatre functional, it has placed scheduling 
pressures on doctors since only one surgery 
can be performed at a time. The other theatre 
was completed gutted by the fire. 

Mentore said it is expected that reconstruction 
work will soon start on a new theatre since this 
is of utmost importance to the hospital. 

Commenting on the atmosphere at the hospi-
tal, Mentore said a sense of eeriness and loss 
pervades. Among staff, she said, there is a 
lack of optimism since some worry about los-
ing their jobs despite being given assurances 
to the contrary by administration. She said the 
doctors have been affected as well and opined 
that though they are not as enthusiastic as 
before they are still treating their patients. 

Further, Mentore said that patient in-take is 
not as it used to be. This number, she said, is 
now building up but it is far from normal. The 
out-patient department while functional has 
been hard hit as well. She said that there are 
days when it is busy and others when people 
just trickle in. The vibrancy of the hospital has 
been greatly reduced in the aftermath of the 
fire. 

On May 10, fire destroyed the main adminis-
trative building of the hospital. A cooperative 
effort by staff, police and firemen saw a num-
ber of patients being evacuated. Since then 
the administration has been working to restore 
normalcy to its operations. 

Link: Stabroek News - July 13, 2010  

President Bharrat Jagdeo (right) greets President Hugo 

Chaves on July 21, 2010 at Miraflores Palace. (GINA) 

An average of 4,400 Guyanese are granted im-
migrant visas on a yearly basis by the US Em-
bassy, according to figures provided by the em-
bassy. 

According to the figures, in 2006 the embassy 
issued some 5,135 immigrant visas. In 2007, 
3,059 immigrant visas were granted. This was 
followed by 4,836 in 2008 and 4,586 in 2009. So 
far for this year some 2,624 immigrant visas 
have been granted. 

The figures were provided after a request was 
made during a roundtable discussion outgoing 
Charge d‘Affaires Karen Williams had with mem-
bers of the media on July 19, 2010. (comments) 

China will continue to provide military assistance 
to the GDF under a Five-Year Guyana Defence 
Force and People‘s Liberation Army training 
cycle following a recent visit to that country by an 
official military delegation. 

Chief of Staff Commodore Gary Best and a dele-
gation from the GDF visited the People‘s Repub-
lic of China from June 25 to July 6, a GDF press 
release said. 

Among a number of agreements, the China Na-
tional Aero-Technology Import and Export Cor-
poration (CATIC) will train command and instruc-
tor pilots and engineers of the GDF Y-12 aircraft. 
Training will be conducted locally and is ex-
pected to boost the force‘s ability to maintain the 
aircraft. 

CATIC will also be covering costs for the up-
grade of the Y-12 which now has an upgrade kit 
that would enable it to do maritime surveillance 
in Guyana‘s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). 

In addition,  the People‘s Liberation Army will 
send a team to train members of the GDF Band 

Corps in music.    more 

http://minci.gob.ve/noticias-prensa-presidencial/28/201215/guyana_manifiesta_voluntad.html
http://minci.gob.ve/noticias-prensa-presidencial/28/201215/guyana_manifiesta_voluntad.html
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/stories/07/23/chavez-offers-more-oil/print/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/images/2010/07/20100723shake.jpg
http://www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/stories/07/16/deal-signed-in-shanghai-for-amaila/print/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/stories/07/13/mercy-hospital-rebuilding-to-start-early-next-year/print/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/stories/07/20/some-4400-guyanese-migrate-to-the-us-annually/print/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/stories/07/29/china-to-continue-providing-military-aid-to-gdf/print/
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Guyana-born Valerie 
Amos, who became 
the first black woman 
to sit in the British 
cabinet when she be-
came international 
development secretary 

in 2003, is to become the new UN un-
der-secretary-general for Humanitarian 
Affairs and Emergency Relief. Lady 
Amos, is currently British High Com-
missioner to Australia.  

British officials were delighted by the 
appointment which means that Britain, 
one of five permanent members of the 
UN Security Council, keeps hold of 
one of the UN's top jobs. David Cam-
eron, the British Prime Minister, nomi-
nated Amos because he believes La-
bour's second international develop-
ment secretary and former minister for 
Africa is the outstanding candidate.. 

Before becoming  British High Com-
missioner to Australia Lady Amos was 
the Chair of the Royal African Society, 
a member of the Fulbright Commis-
sion, and a Fellow at the Centre for 
Corporate Reputation, University of 
Oxford. She was Leader of the House 
of Lords from 2003 – 2007  

BBC Report : http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/

uk_news/8806554.stm 

Lawyers up call for Land Registry revamp  

Posted By Stabroek staff On July 26, 2010  

Members of the legal fraternity are coming to-
gether to advocate for improvements at the Land 
Registry and a more professional way of con-
ducting business at the agency. 

Attorney-at-law Leon Rockcliffe of DeCaires, 
Fitzpatrick and Karran has written several letters 
to this newspaper in his private capacity high-
lighting the state of affairs at the Registry. 
Among these is the status of the current Regis-
trar of Lands Juliet Sattaur whose 2004 appoint-
ment he said was illegal. 

In his last missive carried in the Stabroek News 
letters column (2010-07-16), Rockcliffe also 
commented that there were individuals in the 
legal community who were as much to blame. 

―There are at least three legal firms, all headed 
by senior counsel, who process mortgages from 
the financial institutions and who must accord-
ingly be expected to be the principal watchmen 
over both the Transports and Land Registration 
systems that produce and are responsible for the 
accuracy of the land titles uttered by mortgagors 
as collateral for their mortgage-loans,‖ he said. 

―Regrettably these gentle folk are apparently 
content to abide the patent deterioration of both 
systems, making no noise or written representa-
tions but temporarily enjoy their remuneration 
while the very substratum of their business suf-
fers rapid deterioration,‖ he continued. 

His comments prompted a response by way of 
letter to this newspaper from Senior Counsel 
Ralph Ramkarran of law firm Cameron and 
Shepherd in which he stated that he was man-
dated by his colleagues ―to offer public support 
to Mr. Rockcliffe‘s lone public campaign to re-
solve the problems to which he referred in his 
letter.‖ 

According to Ramkarran, the move to publicly 
support Rockcliffe stemmed from the firm getting 
nowhere in their private efforts to have the Reg-
istry‘s shortcomings addressed. 

―Mr Rockcliffe is aware that, like him, we have 
been engaged in substantial private representa-
tions on the same issues about which he com-
plains for the same amount of time and also 
without success. We did not go public, like Mr. 
Rockcliffe, after his private efforts failed, in the 
hope that our private efforts would achieve suc-
cess. We persisted. We are now satisfied that 
our private efforts, covering several years, will 
not bear any fruit,‖ Ramkarran stated. 

He added that the firm has concluded that in 
relation to the Registrar of Lands and the Land 
Registry, ―nothing will happen until a calamity 
descends upon the public arising from the failure 
to address the issues of concern.‖ 

When contacted for a comment on the attorneys‘ 
complaints, recently appointed  Permanent Sec-
retary in the Ministry of Legal Affairs Edward 
Wills said he was not familiar with the specifics 
of the issue and would need to research it. 

Rockcliffe is also calling on the financial institu-
tions to ―take up the cudgel.‖ 

Baroness Amos named head 
of U.N. humanitarian relief 

Fire damages Andaiyeôs home 

The flooding in the upper Demerara 

could be a result of siltation caused by 

the Demerara Floating Bridge 

Stabroek News On July 17, 2010  Letters  

I refer to the recent flooding in the Linden 
Area and to state the Demerara River 
was a free flowing as well as a tidal river 
as far as up to Linden prior to the Demer-
ara Floating Bridge being built and op-
erational in 1978. 

The pontoons that support the bridge 
have become silted up over a period of 
time resulting in the drainage flow being 
restricted between the pontoons causing 
a build-up of silt progressively under the 
pontoons as well as upstream of the 
bridge causing the river channel to move 
further east. This can be seen if you look 
east at Craig to Garden of Eden and 
elsewhere where the western end of the 
river is heavily silted and the river has 
changed its course. Drainage sluices are 
also affected by the siltation. … (Read 

complete letter and comments here) 

Thursday, July 29, 2010 –(Demerara Waves) 

Computers, flash-drives, valuable paintings and 
other important documents were destroyed by 
the blaze which started shortly after 7:00 pm on 
July 28th.  

Andaiye, her father Dr. Frank Williams, and 
seven other persons, including a Red Thread 
activist and her children lived in the two-story 
house. 

Police cordoned off the street, preventing the 
media and other persons from getting close to 
the house. The power company also turned off 
electricity supply in the area. The house was 
badly damaged with fire, water and smoke.  

Andaiye told reporters that she was upstairs 
when she was made aware of a fire on the lower 
flat where the Red Thread activist and her chil-
dren lived. 

When the fire started, four persons were up-
stairs and another four, including a teenager, 
were downstairs. "They screamed but by the 
time they screamed and people ran from up-
stairs, I don't know what it caught on but it was 
everywhere," Andaiye told reporters. 

She said "I feel worse" about the loss of her 
historical records and pictures, including paint-
ings done by Stanley Greaves in the 1950s. 
"Those are not replaceable," she said. 

Andaiye moved into the residential Section K 
Campelville area approximately nine years ago. 

 Dr.Williams is a retired well-known phsyician 
who practised on the East Coast of Demerara, 
Georgetown Hospital and Medical Arts Centre, 
among other places. 

―Ought they not to demonstrate becoming con-
cerned for the fortunes and fate of the land-title 
systems that underscore a significant degree of 
their financial investments?‖ he queried. 

In his July 16 letter Rockcliffe said it was a 
―lamentable fact‖ that Sattaur should be permit-
ted ―without administrative oversight, discipline, 
control, guidance or legal advice to pursue a 
course that is stultifying the expansion of the 
system …‖ 

The Presidential Secretariat, he said, must be 
the first to take the blame since it was there that 
responsibility lies for strengthening the system 
and ensuring its survival. 

And in a letter published in the SN letter col-
umns on 2010-05-27 Rockcliffe said that the 
Registry currently falls under no ministerial port-
folio thereby making it a presidential responsibil-
ity, a situation he believed less than satisfactory. 

―The Land Registry is the only government de-
partment not headed by an appointed minister 
who would be charged with ensuring its effec-
tiveness, overseeing its operations, sponsoring 
its development towards serving the purpose of 
its establishment and answering to Cabinet … it 
could hardly be expected that the Head of State 
actually performs those duties,‖ Rockcliffe said 

http://www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/development
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/jul/09/valerie-amos-un-humanitarian-affairs
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/jul/09/valerie-amos-un-humanitarian-affairs
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2010/jul/09/valerie-amos-un-humanitarian-affairs
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/davidcameron
http://www.guardian.co.uk/politics/davidcameron
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/8806554.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/8806554.stm
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/stories/07/26/lawyers-up-call-for-land-registry-revamp/print/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/letters/07/17/the-flooding-in-the-upper-demerara-could-be-a-result-of-siltation-caused-by-the-demerara-floating-bridge/print/
http://www.stabroeknews.com/2010/letters/07/17/the-flooding-in-the-upper-demerara-could-be-a-result-of-siltation-caused-by-the-demerara-floating-bridge/print/
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 Sunday | July 11, 2010  -  Janet Silvera, Senior 

Jamaica Gleaner Writer 

Kamla Persad-Bissessar, prime minister 
of Trinidad and Tobago, entered the final 
night party for the 31st CARICOM Heads 
of Government conference in Montego 
Bay, St James, at 9:50, two hours after 
the scheduled start time last Wednesday 
night, and all other leaders in the room 
instantly became backbenchers. 

That is the power and charm of the dynamo that the people of 
the Republic of 'Socaland' have chosen as their first female 
prime minister. 

There is music in her soul and voluntary or not, it is difficult for 
her to be around this incredible vibration and sit still. So it came 
as no surprise when Errol Lee and the Bare Essentials drew for 
Ragga Ragga, the true Kamla appeared, with microphone in 
hand. 

The woman's spirit and soul is lifted by the words from Redemp-
tion Song and Three Little Birds from the impressive catalogue 
of the late king of reggae, Robert Nesta 'Bob' Marley. 

No one dared get Kamla off the stage as she became an integral 
part of the immensely talented party band. 

The 'energiser bunny', who had sat through all the meetings of 
the Heads of Government Conference and who called her own 
press conferences almost daily, still had enough in her to take 
over the entire ballroom of the Hilton Rose Hall Resort and Spa. 

Before long, she succeeded in getting all her colleagues on the 
stage, including Jamaica Prime Minister Bruce Golding. 

"Look like I may have to be afraid of you, because look at how 
you turn this place upside down," quipped Golding, declaring his 
hands early, "I run against many people before, but I wouldn't 
want to run against you," Golding said laughingly. 

Persad-Bissessar was as excited to be in the midst of the people 
who had come to respect and admire her tenacity and who wel-
comed her with open arms. 

"I am happy to be back home, this is my second home and I 
want to thank the people of Jamaica who have helped me to be 
who I am. Those songs you are hearing, I sang them almost 
every night on my campaign to become prime minister," she re-
vealed. 

"I have been so impressed over the last three days, in particular 
with Prime Minister Golding, he held this conference together 
and at the end of it, he made sure we had meaningful discus-
sions and, more importantly, decisions were made." 

In the next breath, the Trinidadian prime minister was sending a 
clear message to her opponents, "I am supposed to be in a local 
government election, but I took one day off. When I get back, we 
will get in it," she declared. 

But it was her one-on-one interview with The Sunday Gleaner 
that had this writer in awe, "I get my energy from God; during my 
campaign, I said put God in front." 

Read full article here: > Kamla Persad-Bissessar 

August  2010                                          CARIBBEAN 

Web Blog Address:  www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com 

Bouterse regains power  
in Suriname  
Caribbean Life – Saturday July 24, 2010- Bert Wilkinson 

Western nations including the French in 
neighboring Cayenne, former colonizer The 
Netherlands and the US will now have to 
live with the fact that a man who overthrew 
two governments in 10 years, is on trial for 
mass murder and derided as a politician 
who should never be a head of state, was 
Monday elected president of the Dutch-
speaking Caribbean trade bloc nation of 

Suriname as jubilant supporters danced and cheered outside. 

Desi Bouterse held back tears when he rose to speak in the 51-
member National Assembly that is a stone‘s throw from his cabi-
net office, after 36 of the 50 eligible legislators picked him to lead 
the country for the next five years, easily defeating Chandra San-
thoki, the candidate of the outgoing New Front coalition group 
who picked up a mere 13 votes. Santokhi was a former justice 
minister and ex-chief of police. 

The election by fellow legislators followed the May 25 general 
elections when his Mega Combination won 23 votes that made it 
easily the largest single political group in the country but three 
shy of a majority of 26 to run the government and 11 short of the 
34 or two thirds needed to become president. 

In the weeks that followed the elections that proved polls were an 
accurate gauge of political preferences, Bouterse‘s political and 
personal fortunes ebbed and flowed as the West spent cash to 
lure small parties away from his Combination and as some in the 
middle and business classes tried to prevent him from taking up 
the position because of fears he cannot travel because of convic-
tions in The Netherlands and would not be an ideal representa-
tive head of state. 

But as Monday‘s date for the election neared and as tension and 
anticipation rose in the country of 485,000, a Javanese group 
fearing it will be left powerless and practically irrelevant for the 
next five years offered its six seats to his Combination adding to 
seven he had gotten from three Maroon A-Combination parties in 
the southeastern regions near French Guiana. This gave him a 
grand total 37. Both of these smaller outfits will get key ministe-
rial and ambassadorial positions as is the case whenever the 
New Front ran the country 

When the final votes were counted after noon on Monday, Bout-
erse had lost only one of the 37 promised votes and it was clear 
that legislators on both sides of the house had stuck to agreed 
voting line almost to the letter. 

Inauguration of Bouterse and Vice-President Robert Ameerali, 
who will have to give up his 15-year control of the Chamber of 
Commerce, is set for Aug. 3. Ameerali was brought in specifically 
to bring administrative and commercial balance to the ticket and 
to calm nerves in the private sector and middle class from where 
he comes. 

.―I stretch my hands to the NPS (Creole), the VHP (Hindustani) 
and all Surinamese. Let us together build the country,‖ he said. 
These are two historical moments. It is long ago that a president 
gets a qualified majority in parliament. And it is historically a 
small Indian (Mixed Amerindian heritage) boy became president 
of Suriname.‖ 

KAMLA'S CHARM SWEEPS CARICOM  

IN JAM AICA 

http://guyaneseonline.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/kamla-persad-bissessar.pdf
http://www.guyaneseonline.wordpress.com
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British Guiana Colonists 
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